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PREFACE  FROM THE  EDITOR 

 
Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of The Good Soldier by Ford Madox Ford was edited for students who are actively building 
their vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced Placement®), GRE®, 
LSAT®, GMAT® or similar examinations.1
 
Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are  provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary.  
 
Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online-
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com  

          
The Editor 

Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1 PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are 
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, 
GMAT® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated 
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council 
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights reserved.  

http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
mailto:websters@icongroupbooks.com
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
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PART  I  
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I  

 
 
This is the saddest story I have ever heard. We had known the Ashburnhams 

for nine seasons of the town of Nauheim with an extreme intimacy—or, rather 
with an acquaintanceship as loose and easy and yet as close as a good glove’s 
with your hand. My wife and I knew Captain and Mrs Ashburnham as well as it 
was possible to know anybody, and yet, in another sense, we knew nothing at all 
about them. This is, I believe, a state of things only possible with English people 
of whom, till today, when I sit down to puzzle out what I know of this sad affair, 
I knew nothing whatever. Six months ago I had never been to England, and, 
certainly, I had never sounded the depths of an English heart. I had known the 
shallows.%

I don’t mean to say that we were not acquainted with many English people. 
Living, as we perforce lived, in Europe, and being, as we perforce were, leisured 
Americans, which is as much as to say that we were un-American, we were 
thrown very much into the society of the nicer English. Paris, you see, was our 
home. Somewhere between Nice and Bordighera provided yearly winter 
quarters for us, and Nauheim always received us from July to September. You 
will gather from this statement that one of us had, as the saying is, a “heart”, 
and, from the statement that my wife is dead, that she was the sufferer. 

Captain Ashburnham also had a heart. But, whereas a yearly month or so at 
Nauheim tuned him up to exactly the right pitch for the rest of the twelvemonth, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acquaintanceship: (n) familiarity, 
relationship, association, friendship, 
awareness. 

acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, intimate, 
thick; (adv) abreast; (v) inform, 
acquaint. 

leisured: (adj) leisure, unemployed, 
idler. 

paris: (n) genus Paris, French capital, 
City of Light, capital of France. 

perforce: (n) on compulsion; (adv) 
needs. 

puzzle: (adj, v) perplex, confuse, 
embarrass; (n) enigma, riddle, 
mystery, maze; (n, v) nonplus; (v) 
confound, mystify, baffle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) clarify, placate, 
explain; (n) explanation. 

sounded: (adj) measured, oral. 
sufferer: (n) victim, martyr, prey, 

casualty, invalid, depressive, 
diseased person, sick person,  

rheumatic, diabetic, neurotic. 
tuned: (adj) keyed, adjusted, musical, 

tempered, melodious. 
twelvemonth: (n) calendar year, civil 

year, financial year, common year, 
amount of time, time period, period 
of time, bissextile year, class, yr, 
period. 

yearly: (adv) annually, each year, 
every year, per annum, per year, by 
year; (adj) perennial, anniversary, 
periodic, annual tickets; (n) a year. 
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the two months or so were only just enough to keep poor Florence alive from 
year to year. The reason for his heart was, approximately, polo, or too much hard 
sportsmanship in his youth. The reason for poor Florence’s broken years was a 
storm at sea upon our first crossing to Europe, and the immediate reasons for our 
imprisonment in that continent were doctor’s orders. They said that even the 
short Channel crossing might well kill the poor thing.%

When we all first met, Captain Ashburnham, home on sick leave from an 
India to which he was never to return, was thirty-three; Mrs Ashburnham 
Leonora—was thirty-one. I was thirty-six and poor Florence thirty. Thus today 
Florence would have been thirty-nine and Captain Ashburnham forty-two; 
whereas I am forty-five and Leonora forty. You will perceive, therefore, that our 
friendship has been a young-middle-aged affair, since we were all of us of quite 
quiet dispositions, the Ashburnhams being more particularly what in England it 
is the custom to call “quite good people”. 

They were descended, as you will probably expect, from the Ashburnham 
who accompanied Charles I to the scaffold, and, as you must also expect with 
this class of English people, you would never have noticed it. Mrs Ashburnham 
was a Powys; Florence was a Hurlbird of Stamford, Connecticut, where, as you 
know, they are more old-fashioned than even the inhabitants of Cranford, 
England, could have been. I myself am a Dowell of Philadelphia, Pa., where, it is 
historically true, there are more old English families than you would find in any 
six English counties taken together. I carry about with me, indeed—as if it were 
the only thing that invisibly anchored me to any spot upon the globe—the title 
deeds of my farm, which once covered several blocks between Chestnut and 
Walnut Streets. These title deeds are of wampum, the grant of an Indian chief to 
the first Dowell, who left Farnham in Surrey in company with William Penn. 
Florence’s people, as is so often the case with the inhabitants of Connecticut, 
came from the neighbourhood of Fordingbridge, where the Ashburnhams’ place 
is. From there, at this moment, I am actually writing. 

You may well ask why I write. And yet my reasons are quite many. For it is 
not unusual in human beings who have witnessed the sack of a city or the falling 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anchored: (adj) fixed, immobile, 
stationary, secure, stable, firm; (v) 
rock solid, moored, on a rock, 
tethered. 

deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, 
conduct, background, events, 
happenings, performance, activities. 

descended: (v) extraught. 
historically: (adv) significantly, 

momentously, monumentally, 
diachronically, anciently. 

invisibly: (adv) unvisibly,  

indiscernibly, latently, untraceably, 
unnoticeably, barely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) obviously, noticeably, 
conspicuously. 

perceive: (v) comprehend, apprehend, 
discover, see, grasp, find, know, 
observe, sense, appreciate; (adj, v) 
discern. ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, 
observe, ignore. 

polo: (n) curling, golf, croquet, water 
polo, tipcat, Marco Polo. 

sack: (v) plunder, dismiss, ransack,  

despoil, rob; (n, v) bag, discharge, 
fire; (n) pocket, sac, pouch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, detain. 

scaffold: (n) frame, scaffolding, 
framework, foundation, gallows, 
stand, transom, summer, trave, 
Travis, stage. 

sportsmanship: (n) equity. 
wampum: (n) peag, dough, shekels, 

cash, wampumpeag, money, kale, 
stops, simoleons, medium of 
exchange, scratch. 
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to pieces of a people to desire to set down what they have witnessed for the 
benefit of unknown heirs or of generations infinitely remote; or, if you please, 
just to get the sight out of their heads.%

Some one has said that the death of a mouse from cancer is the whole sack of 
Rome by the Goths, and I swear to you that the breaking up of our little four-
square coterie was such another unthinkable event. Supposing that you should 
come upon us sitting together at one of the little tables in front of the club house, 
let us say, at Homburg, taking tea of an afternoon and watching the miniature 
golf, you would have said that, as human affairs go, we were an extraordinarily 
safe castle. We were, if you will, one of those tall ships with the white sails upon 
a blue sea, one of those things that seem the proudest and the safest of all the 
beautiful and safe things that God has permitted the mind of men to frame. 
Where better could one take refuge? Where better? 

Permanence? Stability? I can’t believe it’s gone. I can’t believe that that long, 
tranquil life, which was just stepping a minuet, vanished in four crashing days at 
the end of nine years and six weeks. Upon my word, yes, our intimacy was like a 
minuet, simply because on every possible occasion and in every possible 
circumstance we knew where to go, where to sit, which table we unanimously 
should choose; and we could rise and go, all four together, without a signal from 
any one of us, always to the music of the Kur orchestra, always in the temperate 
sunshine, or, if it rained, in discreet shelters. No, indeed, it can’t be gone. You 
can’t kill a minuet de la cour. You may shut up the music-book, close the 
harpsichord; in the cupboard and presses the rats may destroy the white satin 
favours. The mob may sack Versailles; the Trianon may fall, but surely the 
minuet—the minuet itself is dancing itself away into the furthest stars, even as 
our minuet of the Hessian bathing places must be stepping itself still. Isn’t there 
any heaven where old beautiful dances, old beautiful intimacies prolong 
themselves? Isn’t there any Nirvana pervaded by the faint thrilling of 
instruments that have fallen into the dust of wormwood but that yet had frail, 
tremulous, and everlasting souls? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

coterie: (n) clique, band, faction, 
company, clan, ring, party, junta, 
pack, group, gang. 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, ephemeral, 
fleeting, mortal, ending, terminating, 
inconstant, fragile, perishable. 

harpsichord: (n) spinet, manichord, 
cembalo, harpsichon, virginal,  

clarichord. 
minuet: (n) waltz, polka, ballroom 

dance, ballroom dancing. 
permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 

endurance, strength, immortality, 
firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability. 

thrilling: (adj, n) electric; (adj) exciting, 
sensational, exhilarating, electrifying, 
emotional, rousing, gripping,  

stimulating; (adj, v) impressive; (n, v) 
swelling. ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
depressing, discouraging, upsetting, 
uninspiring. 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stable, confident, steady. 

wormwood: (n) absinthe, mugwort, 
bitterness, old man, Mexican tea, 
common wormwood, absinth, gall. 
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No, by God, it is false! It wasn’t a minuet that we stepped; it was a prison—a 
prison full of screaming hysterics, tied down so that they might not outsound the 
rolling of our carriage wheels as we went along the shaded avenues of the 
Taunus Wald.%

And yet I swear by the sacred name of my creator that it was true. It was true 
sunshine; the true music; the true splash of the fountains from the mouth of stone 
dolphins. For, if for me we were four people with the same tastes, with the same 
desires, acting—or, no, not acting—sitting here and there unanimously, isn’t that 
the truth? If for nine years I have possessed a goodly apple that is rotten at the 
core and discover its rottenness only in nine years and six months less four days, 
isn’t it true to say that for nine years I possessed a goodly apple? So it may well 
be with Edward Ashburnham, with Leonora his wife and with poor dear 
Florence. And, if you come to think of it, isn’t it a little odd that the physical 
rottenness of at least two pillars of our four-square house never presented itself 
to my mind as a menace to its security? It doesn’t so present itself now though 
the two of them are actually dead. I don’t know... 

I know nothing—nothing in the world—of the hearts of men. I only know 
that I am alone—horribly alone. No hearthstone will ever again witness, for me, 
friendly intercourse. No smoking-room will ever be other than peopled with 
incalculable simulacra amidst smoke wreaths. Yet, in the name of God, what 
should I know if I don’t know the life of the hearth and of the smoking-room, 
since my whole life has been passed in those places? The warm hearthside!—
Well, there was Florence: I believe that for the twelve years her life lasted, after 
the storm that seemed irretrievably to have weakened her heart—I don’t believe 
that for one minute she was out of my sight, except when she was safely tucked 
up in bed and I should be downstairs, talking to some good fellow or other in 
some lounge or smoking-room or taking my final turn with a cigar before going 
to bed. I don’t, you understand, blame Florence. But how can she have known 
what she knew? How could she have got to know it? To know it so fully. 
Heavens! There doesn’t seem to have been the actual time. It must have been 
when I was taking my baths, and my Swedish exercises, being manicured. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

amidst: (adv, prep) among; (adv) 
amongst; (prep) between, midst, into.

goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 
strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable. 

hysterics: (adj) frenzy, hysterical, 
phrensy; (n) panic, mirth, emotional 
behavior, dramatics, paroxysm, rage, 
tantrum, affected behavior. 

incalculable: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, numberless, boundless, 

inestimable, immense, infinite, 
myriad, numerous, invaluable, 
unpredictable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calculable, negligible, limited, 
worthless, tiny, slight, finite, few, 
definite, small, minor. 

irretrievably: (adv) permanently, for 
all time, irremediably, forever, 
irrecoverably, once and for all, 
irrevocably, irreversibly. 

peopled: (adj) multinominal, multiple, 
manifold, multiplied, multitudinous, 

populous, inhabited, thick, studded, 
teeming, crowded. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninhabited. 

rottenness: (n) decay, putrescence, 
putridness, corruptness, putrefaction, 
putridity, depravity, degeneracy, 
filth, deterioration; (v) moldiness. 

shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 
shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unshaded. 
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Leading %the life I did, of the sedulous, strained nurse, I had to do something to 
keep myself fit. It must have been then! Yet even that can’t have been enough 
time to get the tremendously long conversations full of worldly wisdom that 
Leonora has reported to me since their deaths. And is it possible to imagine that 
during our prescribed walks in Nauheim and the neighbourhood she found time 
to carry on the protracted negotiations which she did carry on between Edward 
Ashburnham and his wife? And isn’t it incredible that during all that time 
Edward and Leonora never spoke a word to each other in private? What is one to 
think of humanity? 

For I swear to you that they were the model couple. He was as devoted as it 
was possible to be without appearing fatuous. So well set up, with such honest 
blue eyes, such a touch of stupidity, such a warm goodheartedness! And she—so 
tall, so splendid in the saddle, so fair! Yes, Leonora was extraordinarily fair and 
so extraordinarily the real thing that she seemed too good to be true. You don’t, I 
mean, as a rule, get it all so superlatively together. To be the county family, to 
look the county family, to be so appropriately and perfectly wealthy; to be so 
perfect in manner—even just to the saving touch of insolence that seems to be 
necessary. To have all that and to be all that! No, it was too good to be true. And 
yet, only this afternoon, talking over the whole matter she said to me: “Once I 
tried to have a lover but I was so sick at the heart, so utterly worn out that I had 
to send him away.” That struck me as the most amazing thing I had ever heard. 
She said “I was actually in a man’s arms. Such a nice chap! Such a dear fellow! 
And I was saying to myself, fiercely, hissing it between my teeth, as they say in 
novels—and really clenching them together: I was saying to myself: ‘Now, I’m in 
for it and I’ll really have a good time for once in my life—for once in my life!’ It 
was in the dark, in a carriage, coming back from a hunt ball. Eleven miles we had 
to drive! And then suddenly the bitterness of the endless poverty, of the endless 
acting—it fell on me like a blight, it spoilt everything. Yes, I had to realize that I 
had been spoilt even for the good time when it came. And I burst out crying and 
I cried and I cried for the whole eleven miles. Just imagine me crying! And just 
imagine me making a fool of the poor dear chap like that. It certainly wasn’t 
playing the game, was it now?” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, enhance, 
improve; (n) health, boon, bounty. 

fatuous: (adj) asinine, foolish, goofy, 
footling, insensate, empty, simple, 
silly, senseless, mindless, imbecile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brilliant, 
intelligent, smart, wise, sensible. 

hissing: (adj) sibilant, sibilous, 
sibilatory; (n) whistling, heckling,  

scoffing, sibilance, taunts, sibilation, 
white noise; (v) fizzle. ANTONYM: 
(n) applause. 

insolence: (n) impertinence, 
arrogance, audacity, impudence, 
effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, 
disrespect, haughtiness, crust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, politeness, 
meekness, shyness. 

sedulous: (adj) diligent, industrious, 
painstaking, laborious, studious, 
persevering, indefatigable, active,  

unremitting; (v) solicitous, at a loss 
for. 

spoilt: (adj) spoiled, blighted, be 
stunted, destroyed, unsound, 
corrupt, disordered, reproduced 
fraudulently, defective, defiled, big. 

superlatively: (adv) perfectly, 
preeminently, excellently, 
matchlessly, extremely, 
outstandingly, splendidly, 
magnificently, consummately, 
brilliantly, absolutely. 
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I don’t know; I don’t know; was that last remark of hers the remark of a 
harlot, or is it what every decent woman, county family or not county family, 
thinks at the bottom of her heart? Or thinks all the time for the matter of that? 
Who knows? 

Yet, if one doesn’t know that at this hour and day, at this pitch of civilization 
to which we have attained, after all the preachings of all the moralists, and all the 
teachings of all the mothers to all the daughters in saecula saeculorum... but 
perhaps that is what all mothers teach all daughters, not with lips but with the 
eyes, or with heart whispering to heart. And, if one doesn’t know as much as 
that about the first thing in the world, what does one know and why is one here? 

I asked Mrs Ashburnham whether she had told Florence that and what 
Florence had said and she answered:—”Florence didn’t offer any comment at all. 
What could she say? There wasn’t anything to be said. With the grinding 
poverty we had to put up with to keep up appearances, and the way the poverty 
came about—you know what I mean—any woman would have been justified in 
taking a lover and presents too. Florence once said about a very similar 
position—she was a little too well-bred, too American, to talk about mine—that 
it was a case of perfectly open riding and the woman could just act on the spur of 
the moment. She said it in American of course, but that was the sense of it. I 
think her actual words were: ‘That it was up to her to take it or leave it...’ “%

I don’t want you to think that I am writing Teddy Ashburnham down a 
brute. I don’t believe he was. God knows, perhaps all men are like that. For as 
I’ve said what do I know even of the smoking-room? Fellows come in and tell the 
most extraordinarily gross stories—so gross that they will positively give you a 
pain. And yet they’d be offended if you suggested that they weren’t the sort of 
person you could trust your wife alone with. And very likely they’d be quite 
properly offended—that is if you can trust anybody alone with anybody. But that 
sort of fellow obviously takes more delight in listening to or in telling gross 
stories—more delight than in anything else in the world. They’ll hunt languidly 
and dress languidly and dine languidly and work without enthusiasm and find 
it a bore to carry on three minutes’ conversation about anything whatever and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman. 

dine: (v) feed, lunch, breakfast, dining, 
meal, give, have supper, take tea, 
grub, consume, entertain. 
ANTONYM: (v) abstain. 

florence: (n) Firenze. 
grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating,  

consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard. 

harlot: (n) courtesan, fancy woman, 
strumpet, tart, whore, drab, moll, 
hooker, streetwalker, wanton, bawd. 

languidly: (adv) languorously, 
listlessly, wearily, lethargically, 
slowly, dreamily, limply, weakly, 
torpidly, indolently, impassively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) dynamically, 
vigorously. 

teachings: (n) education, order, 
wisdom, instruction, information, 
direction, command, tradition. 

well-bred: (adj) courteous, mannerly, 
urbane, civil, genteel, gentlemanly, 
refined, nice, sophisticated, 
thoughtful, debonair. 

whispering: (n) whisper, murmur, 
susurration, rustle, report, stage 
whisper; (adj, n) rustling; (adj) 
susurrant, tranquil, hoarse, 
susurrous. 
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yet, when %the other sort of conversation begins, they’ll laugh. and wake up and 
throw themselves about in their chairs. Then, if they so delight in the narration, 
how is it possible that they can be offended—and properly offended—at the 
suggestion that they might make attempts upon your wife’s honour? Or again: 
Edward Ashburnham was the cleanest looking sort of chap;—an excellent 
magistrate, a first rate soldier, one of the best landlords, so they said, in 
Hampshire, England. To the poor and to hopeless drunkards, as I myself have 
witnessed, he was like a painstaking guardian. And he never told a story that 
couldn’t have gone into the columns of the Field more than once or twice in all 
the nine years of my knowing him. He didn’t even like hearing them; he would 
fidget and get up and go out to buy a cigar or something of that sort. You would 
have said that he was just exactly the sort of chap that you could have trusted 
your wife with. And I trusted mine and it was madness. And yet again you have 
me. If poor Edward was dangerous because of the chastity of his expressions—
and they say that is always the hall-mark of a libertine—what about myself? For I 
solemnly avow that not only have I never so much as hinted at an impropriety in 
my conversation in the whole of my days; and more than that, I will vouch for 
the cleanness of my thoughts and the absolute chastity of my life. At what, then, 
does it all work out? Is the whole thing a folly and a mockery? Am I no better 
than a eunuch or is the proper man—the man with the right to existence—a 
raging stallion forever neighing after his neighbour’s womankind? 

I don’t know. And there is nothing to guide us. And if everything is so 
nebulous about a matter so elementary as the morals of sex, what is there to 
guide us in the more subtle morality of all other personal contacts, associations, 
and activities? Or are we meant to act on impulse alone? It is all a darkness. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, 
protest, confess, attest, asseverate; 
(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; (n, 
v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) disavow, 
renounce, refute, disclaim, condemn, 
censure. 

cleanness: (n) cleanliness, 
spotlessness, purity, sinlessness, 
whiteness, clean, innocence, neatness, 
tidiness, pureness, minimalism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dirtiness, filth, 
clutter. 

eunuch: (n) eunuchate, gelding, man, 
adult male. 

fidget: (adj) bustle, bother, hurry, fuss, 
stir; (n) agitation, fidgetiness, 
restlessness; (v) agitate, squirm, 
wiggle. 

impropriety: (n) barbarism, obscenity, 
indecorum, error, rudeness, 
indelicacy, incorrectness, solecism, 
wrongness; (adj) immorality, 
inaptitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
decency, correctness. 

nebulous: (adj) hazy, indistinct, dark, 
muddy, indefinite, vague, nebulose, 
dim, murky, formless, shapeless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, precise, 
definite. 

vouch: (v) guarantee, secure, promise, 
certify, attest, pledge, swear, testify, 
protest, confirm, affirm. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deny, disavow, 
refute. 

womankind: (n) womanhood, gentle 
sex, people. 
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I I  

 
 
I don’t know how it is best to put this thing down—whether it would be 

better to try and tell the story from the beginning, as if it were a story; or whether 
to tell it from this distance of time, as it reached me from the lips of Leonora or 
from those of Edward himself.%

So I shall just imagine myself for a fortnight or so at one side of the fireplace 
of a country cottage, with a sympathetic soul opposite me. And I shall go on 
talking, in a low voice while the sea sounds in the distance and overhead the 
great black flood of wind polishes the bright stars. From time to time we shall get 
up and go to the door and look out at the great moon and say: “Why, it is nearly 
as bright as in Provence!” And then we shall come back to the fireside, with just 
the touch of a sigh because we are not in that Provence where even the saddest 
stories are gay. Consider the lamentable history of Peire Vidal. Two years ago 
Florence and I motored from Biarritz to Las Tours, which is in the Black 
Mountains. In the middle of a tortuous valley there rises up an immense 
pinnacle and on the pinnacle are four castles—Las Tours, the Towers. And the 
immense mistral blew down that valley which was the way from France into 
Provence so that the silver grey olive leaves appeared like hair flying in the 
wind, and the tufts of rosemary crept into the iron rocks that they might not be 
torn up by the roots. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fireside: (n) fireplace, home, family, 
habitation, dwelling, abode, domicile, 
country, dwelling house, fire, habitat.

lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, 
distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, 
piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; (adj, 
v) pitiable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) laudable, fortunate. 

mistral: (n) harmattan, bise, norther, 
tramontane, wind, trade wind, 
sirocco, monsoon, gale, Boreas, 
levanter. 

motored: (adj) motorised, bimotored, 
mechanised, mechanized. 

olive: (n) Olea europaea, European 
olive tree, wood, olive tree, olive 
green, chromatic color, chromatic 
colour, drupe; (adj) green, glaucous, 
chromatic. 

pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, 
zenith, crown, summit, acme, 
heyday, climax, culmination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, bottom, 
trough. 

rosemary: (n) herb, thyme, Labiatae, 
rosmary, Rosmarinus, rosmarine, pot 
herbs, parsley, mint family, 
Lamiaceae, sage. 

stars: (n) heavenly bodies, fate. 
tortuous: (adj) indirect, intricate, 

circuitous, complex, knotty, winding, 
convoluted, sinuous, involved, 
devious, roundabout. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straightforward, straight, 
uncomplicated, untwisted, easy, 
simple. 
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It was, of course, poor dear Florence who wanted to go to Las Tours. You are 
to imagine that, however much her bright personality came from Stamford, 
Connecticut, she was yet a graduate of Poughkeepsie. I never could imagine how 
she did it—the queer, chattery person that she was. With the far-away look in 
her eyes—which wasn’t, however, in the least romantic—I mean that she didn’t 
look as if she were seeing poetic dreams, or looking through you, for she hardly 
ever did look at you!—holding up one hand as if she wished to silence any 
objection—or any comment for the matter of that—she would talk. She would 
talk about William the Silent, about Gustave the Loquacious, about Paris frocks, 
about how the poor dressed in 1337, about Fantin-Latour, about the Paris-Lyons-
Mediterranée train-deluxe, about whether it would be worth while to get off at 
Tarascon and go across the windswept suspension-bridge, over the Rhone to 
take another look at Beaucaire.%

We never did take another look at Beaucaire, of course—beautiful Beaucaire, 
with the high, triangular white tower, that looked as thin as a needle and as tall 
as the Flatiron, between Fifth and Broadway—Beaucaire with the grey walls on 
the top of the pinnacle surrounding an acre and a half of blue irises, beneath the 
tallness of the stone pines, What a beautiful thing the stone pine is!... 

No, we never did go back anywhere. Not to Heidelberg, not to Hamelin, not 
to Verona, not to Mont Majour—not so much as to Carcassonne itself. We talked 
of it, of course, but I guess Florence got all she wanted out of one look at a place. 
She had the seeing eye. 

I haven’t, unfortunately, so that the world is full of places to which I want to 
return—towns with the blinding white sun upon them; stone pines against the 
blue of the sky; corners of gables, all carved and painted with stags and scarlet 
flowers and crowstepped gables with the little saint at the top; and grey and pink 
palazzi and walled towns a mile or so back from the sea, on the Mediterranean, 
between Leghorn and Naples. Not one of them did we see more than once, so 
that the whole world for me is like spots of colour in an immense canvas. 
Perhaps if it weren’t so I should have something to catch hold of now. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acre: (n) agrimensor, Akka. 
blinding: (adj) dazzling, blazing, 

amazingly impressive, bisson, 
blatant, fulgent, glary; (n) clogging, 
blind blocking, blindage. 

carved: (adj) cut, incised, sculptured; 
(v) graven, engraved, stamped, fixed, 
imprinted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uncarved. 

corners: (adj) cornered. 
pine: (v) languish, long, ache, droop, 

flag, crave, fade; (n) fir; (n, v) yearn,  

sink; (adj) peak. 
poetic: (adj) poetical, artistic, 

rhetorical, lyrical, imaginative, 
beauteous, elegiac, graphic, fanciful, 
metrical, figurative. ANTONYM: 
(adj) prosaic. 

queer: (adj) fantastic, odd, eccentric, 
funny, curious, gay, peculiar, strange, 
quaint, fishy, outlandish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conventional, 
normal, well. 

tallness: (n) stature, altitude,  

elevation, lowness, loftiness, 
highness, dimension, superlative, 
length, comeliness, build. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depth, smallness. 

triangular: (adj) tripartite, trilateral, 
trigonal, deltoid, triangled, angular, 
multilateral, angulate. 

windswept: (adj) bleak, windy, 
austere, battered, blowy, bare, 
blustery, brisk, gusty, disheveled, 
deserted. ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
sheltered, airless, calm. 
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Is all this digression or isn’t it digression? Again I don’t know. You, the 
listener, sit opposite me. But you are so silent. You don’t tell me anything. I am, 
at any rate, trying to get you to see what sort of life it was I led with Florence and 
what Florence was like. Well, she was bright; and she danced. She seemed to 
dance over the floors of castles and over seas and over and over and over the 
salons of modistes and over the plages of the Riviera—like a gay tremulous 
beam, reflected from water upon a ceiling. And my function in life was to keep 
that bright thing in existence. And it was almost as difficult as trying to catch 
with your hand that dancing reflection. And the task lasted for years.%

Florence’s aunts used to say that I must be the laziest man in Philadelphia. 
They had never been to Philadelphia and they had the New England conscience. 
You see, the first thing they said to me when I called in on Florence in the little 
ancient, colonial, wooden house beneath the high, thin-leaved elms—the first 
question they asked me was not how I did but what did I do. And I did nothing. 
I suppose I ought to have done something, but I didn’t see any call to do it. Why 
does one do things? I just drifted in and wanted Florence. First I had drifted in on 
Florence at a Browning tea, or something of the sort in Fourteenth Street, which 
was then still residential. I don’t know why I had gone to New York; I don’t 
know why I had gone to the tea. I don’t see why Florence should have gone to 
that sort of spelling bee. It wasn’t the place at which, even then, you expected to 
find a Poughkeepsie graduate. I guess Florence wanted to raise the culture of the 
Stuyvesant crowd and did it as she might have gone in slumming. Intellectual 
slumming, that was what it was. She always wanted to leave the world a little 
more elevated than she found it. Poor dear thing, I have heard her lecture Teddy 
Ashburnham by the hour on the difference between a Franz Hals and a 
Wouvermans and why the Pre-Mycenaean statues were cubical with knobs on 
the top. I wonder what he made of it? Perhaps he was thankful. 

I know I was. For do you understand my whole attentions, my whole 
endeavours were to keep poor dear Florence on to topics like the finds at 
Cnossos and the mental spirituality of Walter Pater. I had to keep her at it, you 
understand, or she might die. For I was solemnly informed that if she became 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cubical: (adj) cubelike, cuboid, 
cubiform, cuboidal. 

digression: (n, v) deviation, diversion; 
(n) departure, aside, excursion, 
divagation, aberrance, deflection, 
deflexion, divergence, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) consistency, 
uniformity, regularity. 

elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, lowly, 

decreased, humble, inferior, lessened, 
low, sunken, undignified, lowered. 

listener: (n, v) auditor; (n) 
eavesdropper, audience, observer, 
perceiver, hearkener, attender, 
attendee, attendant, beholder. 

plages: (n) flocculi. 
solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 

majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully,  

flippantly. 
spirituality: (n) inwardness, 

incorporeity, church property, 
otherworldliness, benefice, religion, 
spiritualty, beneficiary, devoutness, 
belongings, religious studies. 

thankful: (adj) appreciative, indebted, 
beholden, obliged, contented, 
pleased, gratified, relieved, under 
obligation, appreciatory, welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, 
unappreciative, unthankful, sorry. 
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excited over anything or if her emotions were really stirred her little heart might 
cease to beat. For twelve years I had to watch every word that any person 
uttered in any conversation and I had to head it off what the English call 
“things”—off love, poverty, crime, religion and the rest of it. Yes, the first doctor 
that we had when she was carried off the ship at Havre assured me that this 
must be done. Good God, are all these fellows monstrous idiots, or is there a 
freemasonry between all of them from end to end of the earth?... That is what 
makes me think of that fellow Peire Vidal.%

Because, of course, his story is culture and I had to head her towards culture 
and at the same time it’s so funny and she hadn’t got to laugh, and it’s so full of 
love and she wasn’t to think of love. Do you know the story? Las Tours of the 
Four Castles had for chatelaine Blanche Somebody-or-other who was called as a 
term of commendation, La Louve—the She-Wolf. And Peire Vidal the 
Troubadour paid his court to La Louve. And she wouldn’t have anything to do 
with him. So, out of compliment to her—the things people do when they’re in 
love!—he dressed himself up in wolfskins and went up into the Black Mountains. 
And the shepherds of the Montagne Noire and their dogs mistook him for a wolf 
and he was torn with the fangs and beaten with clubs. So they carried him back 
to Las Tours and La Louve wasn’t at all impressed. They polished him up and 
her husband remonstrated seriously with her. Vidal was, you see, a great poet 
and it was not proper to treat a great poet with indifference. 

So Peire Vidal declared himself Emperor of Jerusalem or somewhere and the 
husband had to kneel down and kiss his feet though La Louve wouldn’t. And 
Peire set sail in a rowing boat with four companions to redeem the Holy 
Sepulchre. And they struck on a rock somewhere, and, at great expense, the 
husband had to fit out an expedition to fetch him back. And Peire Vidal fell all 
over the Lady’s bed while the husband, who was a most ferocious warrior, 
remonstrated some more about the courtesy that is due to great poets. But I 
suppose La Louve was the more ferocious of the two. Anyhow, that is all that 
came of it. Isn’t that a story? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chatelaine: (n) chain, mistress. 
commendation: (n, v) acclaim, 

applause, praise; (n) approval, 
citation, approbation, tribute, credit, 
plaudit, acclamation, admiration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disapproval, 
criticism, censure, demotion. 

fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, 
hook, unguis, teeth; (n) clutches. 

fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 
faculty. 

ferocious: (adj) cruel, brutal,  

barbarous, feral, truculent, atrocious, 
fell, bloodthirsty, brutish; (adj, v) 
fierce, savage. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gentle, mild, tender, tame, 
nonviolent, kind, calm. 

freemasonry: (n) telegraphy, society, 
old-boy network, byplay, 
comradeship, fellowship, chirology, 
dumb show, companionship, 
logrolling; (adj) steganography. 

kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, bob, 
cry for quarter, dip, duck, humble  

oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement. 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose. 

rowing: (n) boating, athletics, dustup, 
quarrel, course; (adj) nautical. 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
verbalised, verbalized, vocal, explicit, 
oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said. 

vidal: (n) gore Vidal. 
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You haven’t an idea of the queer old-fashionedness of Florence’s aunts—the 
Misses Hurlbird, nor yet of her uncle. An extraordinarily lovable man, that 
Uncle John. Thin, gentle, and with a “heart” that made his life very much what 
Florence’s afterwards became. He didn’t reside at Stamford; his home was in 
Waterbury where the watches come from. He had a factory there which, in our 
queer American way, would change its functions almost from year to year. For 
nine months or so it would manufacture buttons out of bone. Then it would 
suddenly produce brass buttons for coachmen’s liveries. Then it would take a 
turn at embossed tin lids for candy boxes. The fact is that the poor old 
gentleman, with his weak and fluttering heart, didn’t want his factory to 
manufacture anything at all. He wanted to retire. And he did retire when he was 
seventy. But he was so worried at having all the street boys in the town point 
after him and exclaim: “There goes the laziest man in Waterbury!” that he tried 
taking a tour round the world. And Florence and a young man called Jimmy 
went with him. It appears from what Florence told me that Jimmy’s function 
with Mr Hurlbird was to avoid exciting topics for him. He had to keep him, for 
instance, out of political discussions. For the poor old man was a violent 
Democrat in days when you might travel the world over without finding 
anything but a Republican. Anyhow, they went round the world.%

I think an anecdote is about the best way to give you an idea of what the old 
gentleman was like. For it is perhaps important that you should know what the 
old gentleman was; he had a great deal of influence in forming the character of 
my poor dear wife. 

Just before they set out from San Francisco for the South Seas old Mr 
Hurlbird said he must take something with him to make little presents to people 
he met on the voyage. And it struck him that the things to take for that purpose 
were oranges—because California is the orange country—and comfortable 
folding chairs. So he bought I don’t know how many cases of oranges—the great 
cool California oranges, and half-a-dozen folding chairs in a special case that he 
always kept in his cabin. There must have been half a cargo of fruit. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anecdote: (n) tale, account, yarn, 
narrative, story, fable, relation, ana, 
fiction, trait, gossip. 

anyhow: (adv) somehow, at any rate, 
in any case, whatever, in any event, 
regardless, however, though, besides, 
nonetheless, one way or another. 

buttons: (n) bellboy, peyote. 
candy: (n) bonbon, sweet, toffee, taffy, 

sugarplum, sugar candy, praline, 
lozenge, confection, lollipop; (adj, n) 
cake. 

embossed: (adj) raised, brocaded, 
stamped, decorated, prominent, 
bossy; (n) relief. 

exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry 
out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, scream, 
shout out, speak, vociferate. 

fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; (adv) 
flutteringly. 

folding: (n) foldaway, plication, 
foldable, bend, crease, bending,  

flexure, pleating, collapsable, 
collapsible, doubling. 

lids: (n) lid. 
lovable: (adj) delightful, charming, 

likable, engaging, sweet, taking, 
adorable, friendly, kindly, delectable, 
lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) horrible, 
unappealing, unlovable, detestable, 
despicable. 

reside: (adj, v) inhabit, dwell; (v) exist, 
occupy, remain, live, belong, abide, 
lodge, populate, lie. 
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For, to every person on board the several steamers that they employed—to 
every person with whom he had so much as a nodding acquaintance, he gave an 
orange every morning. And they lasted him right round the girdle of this mighty 
globe of ours. When they were at North Cape, even, he saw on the horizon, poor 
dear thin man that he was, a lighthouse. “Hello,” says he to himself, “these 
fellows must be very lonely. Let’s take them some oranges.” So he had a 
boatload of his fruit out and had himself rowed to the lighthouse on the horizon. 
The folding chairs he lent to any lady that he came across and liked or who 
seemed tired and invalidish on the ship. And so, guarded against his heart and, 
having his niece with him, he went round the world...%

 
He wasn’t obtrusive about his heart. You wouldn’t have known he had one. 

He only left it to the physical laboratory at Waterbury for the benefit of science, 
since he considered it to be quite an extraordinary kind of heart. And the joke of 
the matter was that, when, at the age of eighty-four, just five days before poor 
Florence, he died of bronchitis there was found to be absolutely nothing the 
matter with that organ. It had certainly jumped or squeaked or something just 
sufficiently to take in the doctors, hut it appears that that was because of an odd 
formation of the lungs. I don’t much understand about these matters. 

I inherited his money because Florence died five days after him. I wish I 
hadn’t. It was a great worry. I had to go out to Waterbury just after Florence’s 
death because the poor dear old fellow had left a good many charitable bequests 
and I had to appoint trustees. I didn’t like the idea of their not being properly 
handled. 

Yes, it was a great worry. And just as I had got things roughly settled I 
received the extraordinary cable from Ashburnham begging me to come back 
and have a talk with him. And immediately afterwards came one from Leonora 
saying, “Yes, please do come. You could be so helpful.” It was as if he had sent 
the cable without consulting her and had afterwards told her. Indeed, that was 
pretty much what had happened, except that he had told the girl and the girl told 
the wife. I arrived, however, too late to be of any good if I could have been of any 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) beseeching, 
entreating, mendicant, imploring, 
suppliant, vagabond. 

boatload: (n) shipment, cargo, carload.
bronchitis: (n) bronchiolitis, chronic 

bronchitis, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. 

girdle: (v) encircle, circle, compass, 
gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) zone, 
ring; (n) cincture, cummerbund, sash.

globe: (n) earth, world, orb, circle,  

eyeball, round, planet, bolus, fireball, 
bulb; (adj, n) sphere. 

guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, 
watchful, conditional, discreet, 
gingerly, conservative. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frank, careless, trusting, reckless, 
open, unwary, natural. 

lent: (n) Quadragesima, Lententide. 
lighthouse: (n) light, pharos, beacon 

light, tower, Pharo, phare, beacon 
fire, Very lights, flare, balize, faro. 

niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's 
daughter, uncle, kinswoman. 

nodding: (adj) cernuous, drooping, 
dozy, dozing, somnolent, drugged, 
pendulous, drowsing, droopy, 
annuent, flagging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
awake. 

obtrusive: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, 
officious, impudent, intrusive, pushy, 
saucy, prominent, forward, 
protrusive, rude. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unobtrusive, helpful. 
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good. And then I had my first taste of English life. It was amazing. It was 
overwhelming. I never shall forget the polished cob that Edward, beside me, 
drove; the animal’s action, its high-stepping, its skin that was like satin. And the 
peace! And the red cheeks! And the beautiful, beautiful old house.%

Just near Branshaw Teleragh it was and we descended on it from the high, 
clear, windswept waste of the New Forest. I tell you it was amazing to arrive 
there from Waterbury. And it came into my head—for Teddy Ashburnham, you 
remember, had cabled to me to “come and have a talk” with him—that it was 
unbelievable that anything essentially calamitous could happen to that place 
and those people. I tell you it was the very spirit of peace. And Leonora, 
beautiful and smiling, with her coils of yellow hair, stood on the top doorstep, 
with a butler and footman and a maid or so behind her. And she just said: “So 
glad you’ve come,” as if I’d run down to lunch from a town ten miles away, 
instead of having come half the world over at the call of two urgent telegrams. 

The girl was out with the hounds, I think. And that poor devil beside me was 
in an agony. Absolute, hopeless, dumb agony such as passes the mind of man to 
imagine. 
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calamitous: (adj) fatal, evil, wretched, 
fateful, deplorable, unfortunate, sad, 
black, dreadful, cataclysmic; (adj, v) 
ruinous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, beneficial, blessed, 
comforting, favorable. 

cheeks: (n) Gemini, twins, couple, 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet. 

doorstep: (n) threshold, sill, brink, 
door, curbside. 

dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, 
dim, silent, dull, slow, stupid,  

inarticulate, foolish, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
communicative, intelligent, 
loquacious, sharp, smart, speaking, 
brilliant, talkative. 

footman: (n) attendant, butler, 
follower, flunkey, flunky, varlet, 
servitor, valet de chambre, boy, 
knave; (n, v) lackey. 

maid: (n) damsel, chambermaid, lass, 
lassie, girl, domestic, amah, virgin, 
maiden, housemaid, handmaid. 

satin: (adj) glossy, sleek, velvet, down, 
silky, silklike, silken, satiny, velure; 
(n) cloth, fabric. 

unbelievable: (adj) improbable, 
implausible, unlikely, inconceivable, 
fabulous, impossible, unthinkable, 
marvelous, marvellous, tall; (adj, v) 
staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
credible, plausible, believable, 
mundane, ordinary, real, conceivable, 
unremarkable, truthful, sensible, 
probable. 
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It %was a very hot summer, in August, 1904; and Florence had already been 

taking the baths for a month. I don’t know how it feels to be a patient at one of 
those places. I never was a patient anywhere. I daresay the patients get a home 
feeling and some sort of anchorage in the spot. They seem to like the bath 
attendants, with their cheerful faces, their air of authority, their white linen. But, 
for myself, to be at Nauheim gave me a sense—what shall I say?—a sense almost 
of nakedness—the nakedness that one feels on the sea-shore or in any great open 
space. I had no attachments, no accumulations. In one’s own home it is as if little, 
innate sympathies draw one to particular chairs that seem to enfold one in an 
embrace, or take one along particular streets that seem friendly when others may 
be hostile. And, believe me, that feeling is a very important part of life. I know it 
well, that have been for so long a wanderer upon the face of public resorts. And 
one is too polished up. Heaven knows I was never an untidy man. But the 
feeling that I had when, whilst poor Florence was taking her morning bath, I 
stood upon the carefully swept steps of the Englischer Hof, looking at the 
carefully arranged trees in tubs upon the carefully arranged gravel whilst 
carefully arranged people walked past in carefully calculated gaiety, at the 
carefully calculated hour, the tall trees of the public gardens, going up to the 
right; the reddish stone of the baths—or were they white half-timber châlets? 
Upon my word I have forgotten, I who was there so often. That will give you the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anchorage: (n) berth, port, mooring, 
moorage, encampment, roads, 
harbor, dock, road, moorings, haven.

attachments: (n) equipment. 
attendants: (n) entourage, followers, 

retinue, tendance, persons present, 
suite. 

baths: (n) pool, bath, spring. 
chairs: (n) seats. 
daresay: (v) assume, deem. 
enfold: (v) embrace, enclose, encircle, 

cover, envelop, fold, wrap, cuddle,  

muffle, lap, hug. 
gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 

exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, 
misery, sadness. 

nakedness: (n) nudity, altogether, 
baldness, nude, nudeness, undress, 
birthday suit, openness, status, 
emptiness, frankness. 

reddish: (adj) ruddy, rosy, crimson, 
cherry, rufescent, rufous, rubicund,  

scarlet, rubedinous, ruby, colorful. 
swept: (adj) clean. 
untidy: (adj) unkempt, disheveled, 

disorderly, sloppy, messy, 
disordered, confused, disorganized, 
sluttish, frowzy, scruffy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, neat, 
elegant, orderly, smart, legible, clean. 

wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 
(n, v) rambler. 
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measure of how much I was in the landscape. I could find my way blindfolded 
to the hot rooms, to the douche rooms, to the fountain in the centre of the 
quadrangle where the rusty water gushes out. Yes, I could find my way 
blindfolded. I know the exact distances. From the Hotel Regina you took one 
hundred and eighty-seven paces, then, turning sharp, left-handed, four hundred 
and twenty took you straight down to the fountain. From the Englischer Hof, 
starting on the sidewalk, it was ninety-seven paces and the same four hundred 
and twenty, but turning lefthanded this time.%

And now you understand that, having nothing in the world to do—but 
nothing whatever! I fell into the habit of counting my footsteps. I would walk 
with Florence to the baths. And, of course, she entertained me with her 
conversation. It was, as I have said, wonderful what she could make 
conversation out of. She walked very lightly, and her hair was very nicely done, 
and she dressed beautifully and very expensively. Of course she had money of 
her own, but I shouldn’t have minded. And yet you know I can’t remember a 
single one of her dresses. Or I can remember just one, a very simple one of blue 
figured silk—a Chinese pattern—very full in the skirts and broadening out over 
the shoulders. And her hair was copper-coloured, and the heels of her shoes 
were exceedingly high, so that she tripped upon the points of her toes. And 
when she came to the door of the bathing place, and when it opened to receive 
her, she would look back at me with a little coquettish smile, so that her cheek 
appeared to be caressing her shoulder. 

I seem to remember that, with that dress, she wore an immensely broad 
Leghorn hat—like the Chapeau de Paille of Rubens, only very white. The hat 
would be tied with a lightly knotted scarf of the same stuff as her dress. She 
knew how to give value to her blue eyes. And round her neck would be some 
simple pink, coral beads. And her complexion had a perfect clearness, a perfect 
smoothness... 

Yes, that is how I most exactly remember her, in that dress, in that hat, 
looking over her shoulder at me so that the eyes flashed very blue—dark pebble 
blue... 
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blindfolded: (adj) blinded, unsighted; 
(n) blinder; (adv) blindly. 

caressing: (adj) caressive, soft; (n) 
petting, foreplay, stimulation, 
dalliance, smooching, snuggling, 
arousal, hugging, cuddling. 

clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, 
distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, opacity, 
dirtiness, vagueness, unclearness,  

obscureness, indistinctness, clutter, 
haziness, mustiness. 

coquettish: (adj) flirtatious, coy, 
kittenish, charming, coquet, arch, 
fickle. 

douche: (v) irrigation, flush, 
humectation, immersion, infiltration, 
spargefaction, cleanse; (n) shower, 
bath, balneation, douche bag. 

expensively: (adv) preciously, lavishly, 
extravagantly, highly, sumptuously, 
excessively, dear, luxuriously, richly, 

extremely, splendidly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) inexpensively. 

figured: (adj) figurative, glyptic, 
conjectural, implied. 

quadrangle: (n) courtyard, court, 
tetragon, quadrilateral, square, 
parallelogram, quadruplet, inner 
court, rectangle, patio, yard. 

sidewalk: (n) footpath, path, walk, 
footway, flags, trottoir, pathway, 
causeway, walkway, curbside, 
doorstep. 

 

  



Ford Madox Ford 23

And, %what the devil! For whose benefit did she do it? For that of the bath 
attendant? of the passers-by? I don’t know. Anyhow, it can’t have been for me, 
for never, in all the years of her life, never on any possible occasion, or in any 
other place did she so smile to me, mockingly, invitingly. Ah, she was a riddle; 
but then, all other women are riddles. And it occurs to me that some way back I 
began a sentence that I have never finished... It was about the feeling that I had 
when I stood on the steps of my hotel every morning before starting out to fetch 
Florence back from the bath. Natty, precise, well-brushed, conscious of being 
rather small amongst the long English, the lank Americans, the rotund Germans, 
and the obese Russian Jewesses, I should stand there, tapping a cigarette on the 
outside of my case, surveying for a moment the world in the sunlight. But a day 
was to come when I was never to do it again alone. You can imagine, therefore, 
what the coming of the Ashburnhams meant to me. I have forgotten the aspect of 
many things, but I shall never forget the aspect of the dining-room of the Hotel 
Excelsior on that evening—and on so many other evenings. Whole castles have 
vanished from my memory, whole cities that I have never visited again, but that 
white room, festooned with papier-maché fruits and flowers; the tall windows; 
the many tables; the black screen round the door with three golden cranes flying 
upward on each panel; the palm-tree in the centre of the room; the swish of the 
waiter’s feet; the cold expensive elegance; the mien of the diners as they came in 
every evening—their air of earnestness as if they must go through a meal 
prescribed by the Kur authorities and their air of sobriety as if they must seek 
not by any means to enjoy their meals—those things I shall not easily forget. And 
then, one evening, in the twilight, I saw Edward Ashburnham lounge round the 
screen into the room. The head waiter, a man with a face all grey—in what 
subterranean nooks or corners do people cultivate those absolutely grey 
complexions?—went with the timorous patronage of these creatures towards 
him and held out a grey ear to be whispered into. It was generally a disagreeable 
ordeal for newcomers but Edward Ashburnham bore it like an Englishman and a 
gentleman. I could see his lips form a word of three syllables—remember I had 
nothing in the world to do but to notice these niceties—and immediately I knew 
that he must be Edward Ashburnham, Captain, Fourteenth Hussars, of 
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festooned: (adj) bedecked, ornamental, 
decorated; (v) ornate, rich, tesselated, 
gilt. 

invitingly: (adv) pleasingly, 
tantalizingly, engagingly, invite, 
appealingly, attractively, enticingly, 
seductively, alluringly, winningly, 
magnetically. 

lank: (adj) gaunt, angular, emaciated, 
meager, thin, skinny, spindly, spare, 
scrawny; (adj, v) lean, barren. 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage,  

bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 
manner, aspect, air. 

natty: (adj) smart, spruce, jaunty, chic, 
stylish, dashing, trim, snappy, rakish, 
neat, elegant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
messy, unattractive, scruffy, 
respectful. 

rotund: (adj) obese, chubby, round, 
plump, corpulent, circular, full, 
orotund, rounded, globular, 
overweight. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

gangling, slim, thin. 
sobriety: (n) temperance, seriousness, 

soberness, graveness, abstinence, 
earnestness, composure, sedateness, 
staidness; (adj, n) gravity; (adj) 
rationality. ANTONYMS: (n) excess, 
drunkenness, flippancy. 

timorous: (adj, v) fearful, shy; (adj, adv, 
v) cowardly; (adj) afraid, nervous, 
diffident, bashful, apprehensive, 
anxious, craven, coy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) brave, fearless. 
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Branshaw House, Branshaw Teleragh. I knew it because every evening just 
before dinner, whilst I waited in the hall, I used, by the courtesy of Monsieur 
Schontz, the proprietor, to inspect the little police reports that each guest was 
expected to sign upon taking a room.%

The head waiter piloted him immediately to a vacant table, three away from 
my own—the table that the Grenfalls of Falls River, N.J., had just vacated. It 
struck me that that was not a very nice table for the newcomers, since the 
sunlight, low though it was, shone straight down upon it, and the same idea 
seemed to come at the same moment into Captain Ashburnham’s head. His face 
hitherto had, in the wonderful English fashion, expressed nothing whatever. 
Nothing. There was in it neither joy nor despair; neither hope nor fear; neither 
boredom nor satisfaction. He seemed to perceive no soul in that crowded room; 
he might have been walking in a jungle. I never came across such a perfect 
expression before and I never shall again. It was insolence and not insolence; it 
was modesty and not modesty. His hair was fair, extraordinarily ordered in a 
wave, running from the left temple to the right; his face was a light brick-red, 
perfectly uniform in tint up to the roots of the hair itself; his yellow moustache 
was as stiff as a toothbrush and I verily believe that he had his black smoking 
jacket thickened a little over the shoulder-blades so as to give himself the air of 
the slightest possible stoop. It would be like him to do that; that was the sort of 
thing he thought about. Martingales, Chiffney bits, boots; where you got the best 
soap, the best brandy, the name of the chap who rode a plater down the Khyber 
cliffs; the spreading power of number three shot before a charge of number four 
powder... by heavens, I hardly ever heard him talk of anything else. Not in all the 
years that I knew him did I hear him talk of anything but these subjects. Oh, yes, 
once he told me that I could buy my special shade of blue ties cheaper from a 
firm in Burlington Arcade than from my own people in New York. And I have 
bought my ties from that firm ever since. Otherwise I should not remember the 
name of the Burlington Arcade. I wonder what it looks like. I have never seen it. I 
imagine it to be two immense rows of pillars, like those of the Forum at Rome, 
with Edward Ashburnham striding down between them. But it probably isn’t—
the least like that. Once also he advised me to buy Caledonian Deferred, since 
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bits: (n) odds and ends, scraps, debris.
extraordinarily: (adv) singularly, 

rarely, unusually, exceptionally, 
extremely, peculiarly, remarkably, 
phenomenally, uncommonly, 
exceedingly, especially. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, 
unremarkably, ordinarily. 

modesty: (n) reserve, bashfulness, 
humility, diffidence, humbleness, 
demureness, coyness, gentleness, 
continence; (adj, n) decency, honesty. 

ANTONYMS: (n) arrogance, 
immodesty, spectacle, flamboyance, 
abandon, bigheadedness, pretension, 
decadence, boldness. 

stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) porch. 
ANTONYM: (v) straighten. 

thickened: (adj) calloused, 
concentrated, incrassated, spissated, 
stiff, tough, becoming thicker, 
inspissated. 

tint: (n, v) color, tinge, hue, stain, dye, 
tinct; (n) shade, tincture, tone, cast; 
(v) paint. ANTONYMS: (n) white, 
pallor; (v) whiten, pale. 

toothbrush: (n) brush, toilet article, 
toiletry, moustache, toiletries, 
mustache, electric toothbrush. 

vacated: (adj) empty, abandoned. 
verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, in 

reality, genuinely, quitely, actually, 
selfly, truely, identically, exactly; 
(adv, int) in truth. 
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they were due to rise. And I did buy them and they did rise. But of how he got 
the knowledge I haven’t the faintest idea. It seemed to drop out of the blue sky.%

And that was absolutely all that I knew of him until a month ago—that and 
the profusion of his cases, all of pigskin and stamped with his initials, E. F. A. 
There were gun cases, and collar cases, and shirt cases, and letter cases and cases 
each containing four bottles of medicine; and hat cases and helmet cases. It must 
have needed a whole herd of the Gadarene swine to make up his outfit. And, if I 
ever penetrated into his private room it would be to see him standing, with his 
coat and waistcoat off and the immensely long line of his perfectly elegant 
trousers from waist to boot heel. And he would have a slightly reflective air and 
he would be just opening one kind of case and just closing another. 

Good God, what did they all see in him? for I swear there was all there was of 
him, inside and out; though they said he was a good soldier. Yet, Leonora adored 
him with a passion that was like an agony, and hated him with an agony that 
was as bitter as the sea. How could he arouse anything like a sentiment, in 
anybody? 

What did he even talk to them about—when they were under four eyes?—
Ah, well, suddenly, as if by a flash of inspiration, I know. For all good soldiers 
are sentimentalists—all good soldiers of that type. Their profession, for one 
thing, is full of the big words, courage, loyalty, honour, constancy. And I have 
given a wrong impression of Edward Ashburnham if I have made you think that 
literally never in the course of our nine years of intimacy did he discuss what he 
would have called “the graver things.” Even before his final outburst to me, at 
times, very late at night, say, he has blurted out something that gave an insight 
into the sentimental view of the cosmos that was his. He would say how much 
the society of a good woman could do towards redeeming you, and he would 
say that constancy was the finest of the virtues. He said it very stiffly, of course, 
but still as if the statement admitted of no doubt. 

Constancy! Isn’t that the queer thought? And yet, I must add that poor dear 
Edward was a great reader—he would pass hours lost in novels of a sentimental 
type—novels in which typewriter girls married Marquises and governesses 
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adored: (adj) loved, respected, 
precious, idolized, idolised, 
acclaimed, blessed, favorite, dearly 
loved, beloved, venerated. 

constancy: (n) allegiance, devotion, 
resolution, fidelity, loyalty, 
steadfastness, faithfulness, 
steadiness, firmness, perseverance, 
unchangeableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inconstancy, inconsistency, 
changefulness, instability, disloyalty, 
unfaithfulness, unreliability,  

dishonesty. 
cosmos: (n) nature, creation, world, 

outer space, space, macrocosm, deep 
space, flower, galaxy, the universe, 
aerospace. 

graver: (v) style, denominate, entitle, 
fashion; (n) engraver, graving tool. 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered. 
pigskin: (n) skin, rawhide, leather, 

fleece, elephant hide, buffalo hide, 
buckskin, pelt. 

profusion: (n) opulence, abundance,  

prodigality, plenty, excess, 
cornucopia, plenitude, profuseness, 
copiousness, exuberance; (adj) 
amplitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insufficiency, scarcity. 

swine: (n) hog, boar, beast, sow, 
Eohyus, babiroussa, babirussa, 
barrow, brute, razorback, grunter. 

waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 
singlet, talma jacket. 
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Earls. And in his books, as a rule, the course of true love ran as smooth as 
buttered honey. And he was fond of poetry, of a certain type—and he could even 
read a perfectly sad love story. I have seen his eyes filled with tears at reading of 
a hopeless parting. And he loved, with a sentimental yearning, all children, 
puppies, and the feeble generally...%

So, you see, he would have plenty to gurgle about to a woman—with that 
and his sound common sense about martingales and his—still sentimental—
experiences as a county magistrate; and with his intense, optimistic belief that the 
woman he was making love to at the moment was the one he was destined, at 
last, to be eternally constant to... Well, I fancy he could put up a pretty good deal 
of talk when there was no man around to make him feel shy. And I was quite 
astonished, during his final burst out to me—at the very end of things, when the 
poor girl was on her way to that fatal Brindisi and he was trying to persuade 
himself and me that he had never really cared for her—I was quite astonished to 
observe how literary and how just his expressions were. He talked like quite a 
good book—a book not in the least cheaply sentimental. You see, I suppose he 
regarded me not so much as a man. I had to be regarded as a woman or a 
solicitor. Anyhow, it burst out of him on that horrible night. And then, next 
morning, he took me over to the Assizes and I saw how, in a perfectly calm and 
business-like way, he set to work to secure a verdict of not guilty for a poor girl, 
the daughter of one of his tenants, who had been accused of murdering her baby. 
He spent two hundred pounds on her defence... Well, that was Edward 
Ashburnham. 

I had forgotten about his eyes. They were as blue as the sides of a certain type 
of box of matches. When you looked at them carefully you saw that they were 
perfectly honest, perfectly straightforward, perfectly, perfectly stupid. But the 
brick pink of his complexion, running perfectly level to the brick pink of his 
inner eyelids, gave them a curious, sinister expression—like a mosaic of blue 
porcelain set in pink china. And that chap, coming into a room, snapped up the 
gaze of every woman in it, as dexterously as a conjurer pockets billiard balls. It 
was most amazing. You know the man on the stage who throws up sixteen balls 
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billiard: (n) pool, one thousand 
billions. 

complexion: (n, v) tint; (n) cast, 
character, appearance, look, hue, 
aspect, flush, glow, dye, fashion. 

conjurer: (n) performer, illusionist, 
conjuror, wizard, juggler, 
prestidigitator, sorcerer, conjure man, 
necromancer, enchanter, pythonist. 

dexterously: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, 
expertly, craftily, skilfully, 
dextrously, handily, cleverly,  

proficiently, aptly; (adj, adv) readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, 
incompetently, awkwardly. 

eternally: (adv) always, permanently, 
incessantly, perpetually, constantly, 
ceaselessly, endlessly, unendingly, 
unceasingly, lastingly; (adj, adv) 
forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) briefly, 
sporadically. 

expressions: (n) vocabulary, terms, 
language. 

gurgle: (v) guggle, babble, murmur,  

burble, boil, foam, purl, ripple; (n, v) 
snigger, laugh, chuckle. 

porcelain: (v) ceramics, crockery, 
pottery, ceramic ware; (n) 
earthenware, magnetism, figurines, 
purslane, collectibles, bone China. 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy. 
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at once and they all drop into pockets all over his person, on his shoulders, on his 
heels, on the inner side of his sleeves; and he stands perfectly still and does 
nothing. Well, it was like that. He had rather a rough, hoarse voice.%

And, there he was, standing by the table. I was looking at him, with my back 
to the screen. And suddenly, I saw two distinct expressions flicker across his 
immobile eyes. How the deuce did they do it, those unflinching blue eyes with 
the direct gaze? For the eyes themselves never moved, gazing over my shoulder 
towards the screen. And the gaze was perfectly level and perfectly direct and 
perfectly unchanging. I suppose that the lids really must have rounded 
themselves a little and perhaps the lips moved a little too, as if he should be 
saying: “There you are, my dear.” At any rate, the expression was that of pride, 
of satisfaction, of the possessor. I saw him once afterwards, for a moment, gaze 
upon the sunny fields of Branshaw and say: “All this is my land!” 

And then again, the gaze was perhaps more direct, harder if possible—hardy 
too. It was a measuring look; a challenging look. Once when we were at 
Wiesbaden watching him play in a polo match against the Bonner Hussaren I 
saw the same look come into his eyes, balancing the possibilities, looking over 
the ground. The German Captain, Count Baron Idigon von Lelöffel, was right up 
by their goal posts, coming with the ball in an easy canter in that tricky German 
fashion. The rest of the field were just anywhere. It was only a scratch sort of 
affair. Ashburnham was quite close to the rails not five yards from us and I heard 
him saying to himself: “Might just be done!” And he did it. Goodness! he swung 
that pony round with all its four legs spread out, like a cat dropping off a roof... 

Well, it was just that look that I noticed in his eyes: “It might,” I seem even 
now to hear him muttering to himself, “just be done.” 

I looked round over my shoulder and saw, tall, smiling brilliantly and 
buoyant—Leonora. And, little and fair, and as radiant as the track of sunlight 
along the sea—my wife. 

That poor wretch! to think that he was at that moment in a perfect devil of a 
fix, and there he was, saying at the back of his mind: “It might just be done.” It 
was like a chap in the middle of the eruption of a volcano, saying that he might 
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canter: (n, v) run, jump; (n) amble, 
caracole, caracoler, Fisk, frisk, prance; 
(v) gallop, jog, sit. 

deuce: (n) devil, couple, two, dyad, 
demon, duo, duet, Twain, Dickens, 
brace, craps. 

gazing: (adj) fixed. 
immobile: (adj) firm, stagnant, 

stationary, inactive, motionless, inert, 
fast, static, steadfast, still, unmoving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, working. 

possessor: (n) owner, holder,  

proprietor, householder, occupant, 
landowner, landholder, proprietary, 
somebody, someone, soul. 

radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy. 

unchanging: (adj) stable, permanent, 
steady, invariable, static, perpetual, 
fixed, consistent, uniform, 
changeless, immutable.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) inconstant, 
changeable, dynamic, flexible, 
perishable, irregular, temporary, 
unequal, variable, erratic. 

unflinching: (adj) resolute, steadfast, 
undaunted, firm, unfaltering, 
determined, dauntless, intrepid, 
undeviating, constant, unswerving. 

wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak. 
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just manage to bolt into the tumult and set fire to a haystack. Madness? 
Predestination? Who the devil knows? 

Mrs Ashburnham exhibited at that moment more gaiety than I have ever 
since known her to show. There are certain classes of English people—the nicer 
ones when they have been to many spas, who seem to make a point of becoming 
much more than usually animated when they are introduced to my compatriots. 
I have noticed this often. Of course, they must first have accepted the Americans. 
But that once done, they seem to say to themselves: “Hallo, these women are so 
bright. We aren’t going to be outdone in brightness.” And for the time being they 
certainly aren’t. But it wears off. So it was with Leonora—at least until she 
noticed me. She began, Leonora did—and perhaps it was that that gave me the 
idea of a touch of insolence in her character, for she never afterwards did any one 
single thing like it—she began by saying in quite a loud voice and from quite a 
distance: 

“Don’t stop over by that stuffy old table, Teddy. Come and sit by these nice 
people!”%

And that was an extraordinary thing to say. Quite extraordinary. I couldn’t 
for the life of me refer to total strangers as nice people. But, of course, she was 
taking a line of her own in which I at any rate—and no one else in the room, for 
she too had taken the trouble to read through the list of guests—counted any 
more than so many clean, bull terriers. And she sat down rather brilliantly at a 
vacant table, beside ours—one that was reserved for the Guggenheimers. And 
she just sat absolutely deaf to the remonstrances of the head waiter with his face 
like a grey ram’s. That poor chap was doing his steadfast duty too. He knew that 
the Guggenheimers of Chicago, after they had stayed there a month and had 
worried the poor life out of him, would give him two dollars fifty and grumble at 
the tipping system. And he knew that Teddy Ashburnham and his wife would 
give him no trouble whatever except what the smiles of Leonora might cause in 
his apparently unimpressionable bosom—though you never can tell what may 
go on behind even a not quite spotless plastron!—And every week Edward 
Ashburnham would give him a solid, sound, golden English sovereign. Yet this 
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exhibited: (adj) ostensible, avowed, 
apparent, declared. 

haystack: (n) rick, haycock, stack, 
crick, cock, standing wave. 

outdone: (adj) beaten, vanquished, 
worsted, defeated; (v) outdo. 

predestination: (n) fate, doom, 
destiny, lot, fatality, foredoom, 
preordination, predetermination, 
election, premeditation, kismet. 

spotless: (adj) faultless, clean, 
innocent, pure, guiltless, flawless,  

chaste, perfect, impeccable, 
unblemished, stainless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dirty, messy, 
blemished, filthy, soiled, shameful, 
tainted, guilty, blameworthy, impure, 
imperfect. 

steadfast: (adj, v) solid, firm, 
permanent, loyal, fast, fixed, 
immovable, faithful; (adj) resolute, 
determined, steady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irresolute, disloyal, unreliable, 
undependable, uncommitted, weak,  

transient, fickle, compliant, 
acquiescent, inconstant. 

tipping: (adj) oblique; (n) tip cutting, 
light pruning. 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, disturbance; 
(n) stir, commotion, bustle, din, fuss, 
excitement; (n, v) clamor, disorder, 
brawl. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm. 

unimpressionable: (adj) 
unimpressible, callous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) impressionable. 
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stout fellow was intent on saving that table for the Guggenheimers of Chicago. It 
ended in Florence saying: 

“Why shouldn’t we all eat out of the same trough?—that’s a nasty New York 
saying. But I’m sure we’re all nice quiet people and there can be four seats at our 
table. It’s round.” 

Then came, as it were, an appreciative gurgle from the Captain and I was 
perfectly aware of a slight hesitation—a quick sharp motion in Mrs Ashburnham, 
as if her horse had checked. But she put it at the fence all right, rising from the 
seat she had taken and sitting down opposite me, as it were, all in one motion. I 
never thought that Leonora looked her best in evening dress. She seemed to get it 
too clearly cut, there was no ruffling. She always affected black and her 
shoulders were too classical. She seemed to stand out of her corsage as a white 
marble bust might out of a black Wedgwood vase. I don’t know.%

I loved Leonora always and, today, I would very cheerfully lay down my life, 
what is left of it, in her service. But I am sure I never had the beginnings of a 
trace of what is called the sex instinct towards her. And I suppose—no I am 
certain that she never had it towards me. As far as I am concerned I think it was 
those white shoulders that did it. I seemed to feel when I looked at them that, if 
ever I should press my lips upon them that they would be slightly cold—not 
icily, not without a touch of human heat, but, as they say of baths, with the chill 
off. I seemed to feel chilled at the end of my lips when I looked at her... 

No, Leonora always appeared to me at her best in a blue tailor-made. Then 
her glorious hair wasn’t deadened by her white shoulders. Certain women’s 
lines guide your eyes to their necks, their eyelashes, their lips, their breasts. But 
Leonora’s seemed to conduct your gaze always to her wrist. And the wrist was at 
its best in a black or a dog-skin glove and there was always a gold circlet with a 
little chain supporting a very small golden key to a dispatch box. Perhaps it was 
that in which she locked up her heart and her feelings. 

Anyhow, she sat down opposite me and then, for the first time, she paid any 
attention to my existence. She gave me, suddenly, yet deliberately, one long 
stare. Her eyes too were blue and dark and the eyelids were so arched that they 
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appreciative: (adj) grateful, 
supportive, indebted, appreciatory, 
complimentary, sympathetic, 
understanding, sensitive, 
discriminating, pleased, obliged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unkind, 
derogatory, uncomplimentary, 
disapproving, unsympathetic, 
negative. 

chilled: (adj) frozen, freezing, cool, 
refrigerated, icy, inhibited, 
restrained, confined, shivering, iced, 

stiff. 
circlet: (n) bracelet, crown, tiara, 

armlet, ring, annulet, roundlet, 
round, wristlet, wreath, hoop. 

corsage: (n) bouquet, bodice, corset, 
posy, waist, corselet, spray, 
buttonhole, brassiere, nosegay, slip. 

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, numbed, 
without sensation, duller, unfeeling, 
under, frozen, insensible, insensitive, 
knocked out. 

dispatch: (n, v) speed, rush; (n)  

consignment, expedition, celerity, 
quickness; (v) send, accelerate, 
deliver, quicken, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) receiving, receipt, dawdling, 
delay, loitering, silence; (v) keep, 
start, begin, hold, retain. 

eyelashes: (n) cilia. 
icily: (adv) frostily, coldly, frigidly, 

wintrily, glacially, arctically, 
freezingly, bitterly, coolly, chilly, 
polarly. ANTONYM: (adv) warmly. 

tailor-made: (adj) appropriate. 
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gave you the whole round of the irises. And it was a most remarkable, a most 
moving glance, as if for a moment a lighthouse had looked at me. I seemed to 
perceive the swift questions chasing each other through the brain that was 
behind them. I seemed to hear the brain ask and the eyes answer with all the 
simpleness of a woman who was a good hand at taking in qualities of a horse—
as indeed she was. “Stands well; has plenty of room for his oats behind the girth. 
Not so much in the way of shoulders,” and so on. And so her eyes asked: “Is this 
man trustworthy in money matters; is he likely to try to play the lover; is he 
likely to let his women be troublesome? Is he, above all, likely to babble about 
my affairs?”%

And, suddenly, into those cold, slightly defiant, almost defensive china blue 
orbs, there came a warmth, a tenderness, a friendly recognition... oh, it was very 
charming and very touching—and quite mortifying. It was the look of a mother 
to her son, of a sister to her brother. It implied trust; it implied the want of any 
necessity for barriers. By God, she looked at me as if I were an invalid—as any 
kind woman may look at a poor chap in a bath chair. And, yes, from that day 
forward she always treated me and not Florence as if I were the invalid. Why, 
she would run after me with a rug upon chilly days. I suppose, therefore, that 
her eyes had made a favourable answer. Or, perhaps, it wasn’t a favourable 
answer. And then Florence said: “And so the whole round table is begun.” Again 
Edward Ashburnham gurgled slightly in his throat; but Leonora shivered a little, 
as if a goose had walked over her grave. And I was passing her the nickel-silver 
basket of rolls. Avanti!... 
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babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 
burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense. 

chasing: (n) chase, engraving; (v) 
follow, pursue. 

chilly: (adj, adv) unfriendly; (adv) 
coolly, frigidly; (adj) cool, bleak, 
algid, freezing, frozen, icy, frosty; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, 
tropical, responsive, mild, 
welcoming, friendly, balmy, torrid. 

girth: (n) width, belt, circumference, 
fatness, bellyband; (n, v) cinch; (v) 
begird, girdle, gird, encircle, enclose. 

mortifying: (adj) embarrassing, 
demeaning, humbling, undignified, 
off, awkward, unpleasant; (v) 
annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
stinging. ANTONYM: (adj) dignified.

oats: (n) Avena, grain, millet, cereal, 
cereal grass, common oats, genus 
Avena, Haver, holder, maize, 
buckwheat. 

simpleness: (n) simplicity, ease, 
restraint, chasteness, easiness, 
quality, simple mindedness. 

trustworthy: (adj) honest, trusty, 
dependable, safe, faithful, sound, 
certain, good, responsible; (adj, n, v) 
credible; (adj, n) true. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) suspect, dubious, 
untrustworthy, undependable, 
sneaky, doubtful, deceitful, disloyal, 
disreputable, irresponsible, 
degenerate. 
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IV  

 
 
So %began those nine years of uninterrupted tranquillity. They were 

characterized by an extraordinary want of any communicativeness on the part of 
the Ashburnhams to which we, on our part, replied by leaving out quite as 
extraordinarily, and nearly as completely, the personal note. Indeed, you may 
take it that what characterized our relationship was an atmosphere of taking 
everything for granted. The given proposition was, that we were all “good 
people.” We took for granted that we all liked beef underdone but not too 
underdone; that both men preferred a good liqueur brandy after lunch; that both 
women drank a very light Rhine wine qualified with Fachingen water—that sort 
of thing. It was also taken for granted that we were both sufficiently well off to 
afford anything that we could reasonably want in the way of amusements fitting 
to our station—that we could take motor cars and carriages by the day; that we 
could give each other dinners and dine our friends and we could indulge if we 
liked in economy. Thus, Florence was in the habit of having the Daily Telegraph 
sent to her every day from London. She was always an Anglo-maniac, was 
Florence; the Paris edition of the New York Herald was always good enough for 
me. But when we discovered that the Ashburnhams’ copy of the London paper 
followed them from England, Leonora and Florence decided between them to 
suppress one subscription one year and the other the next. Similarly it was the 
habit of the Grand Duke of Nassau Schwerin, who came yearly to the baths, to 
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carriages: (n) carriage. 
communicativeness: (v) garrulity, 

articulateness, trait, volubility, 
loquaciousness, intercommunication, 
effusiveness, fluency, expansiveness, 
frankness. 

drank: (v) absorb. 
indulge: (n, v) gratify, humor; (v) 

coddle, cosset, baby, pamper, spoil, 
satisfy, please, mollycoddle, cocker. 
ANTONYMS: (v) frustrate, deprive, 
stifle, neglect, deny, displease, fast. 

liqueur: (v) spirits, malt liquor, stingo; 
(n) honeysuckle, absinthe, absinth, 
kummel, anisette, hydromel, sweet 
wine, ale. 

tranquillity: (adj, n, v) quiet; (n) 
serenity, quietness, relaxation, 
quietude, peacefulness, calmness; (n, 
v) repose, rest; (adj, n) stillness, calm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) noise, agitation, 
movement, panic, turbulence, 
turmoil. 

underdone: (adj) raw, undercooked,  

meshugge, bloody, thinly scattered, 
uncooked, crazy, nearly raw, not 
frequent, meshuga, pink. 
ANTONYM: (adj) overcooked. 

uninterrupted: (adj) ceaseless, 
continuous, continual, unbroken, 
incessant, perpetual, constant, 
unceasing, endless; (adj, adv) straight, 
nonstop. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, temporary, broken, 
alternate, noisy, sporadic; (adv) 
indirectly. 
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dine once with about eighteen families of regular Kur guests. In return he would 
give a dinner of all the eighteen at once. And, since these dinners were rather 
expensive (you had to take the Grand Duke and a good many of his suite and 
any members of the diplomatic bodies that might be there)—Florence and 
Leonora, putting their heads together, didn’t see why we shouldn’t give the 
Grand Duke his dinner together. And so we did. I don’t suppose the Serenity 
minded that economy, or even noticed it. At any rate, our joint dinner to the 
Royal Personage gradually assumed the aspect of a yearly function. Indeed, it 
grew larger and larger, until it became a sort of closing function for the season, at 
any rate as far as we were concerned. I don’t in the least mean to say that we 
were the sort of persons who aspired to mix “with royalty.” We didn’t; we hadn’t 
any claims; we were just “good people.” But the Grand Duke was a pleasant, 
affable sort of royalty, like the late King Edward VII, and it was pleasant to hear 
him talk about the races and, very occasionally, as a bonne bouche, about his 
nephew, the Emperor; or to have him pause for a moment in his walk to ask after 
the progress of our cures or to be benignantly interested in the amount of money 
we had put on Lelöffel’s hunter for the Frankfurt Welter Stakes.%

But upon my word, I don’t know how we put in our time. How does one put 
in one’s time? How is it possible to have achieved nine years and to have nothing 
whatever to show for it? Nothing whatever, you understand. Not so much as a 
bone penholder, carved to resemble a chessman and with a hole in the top 
through which you could see four views of Nauheim. And, as for experience, as 
for knowledge of one’s fellow beings—nothing either. Upon my word, I couldn’t 
tell you offhand whether the lady who sold the so expensive violets at the 
bottom of the road that leads to the station, was cheating me or no; I can’t say 
whether the porter who carried our traps across the station at Leghorn was a 
thief or no when he said that the regular tariff was a lira a parcel. The instances 
of honesty that one comes across in this world are just as amazing as the 
instances of dishonesty. After forty-five years of mixing with one’s kind, one 
ought to have acquired the habit of being able to know something about one’s 
fellow beings. But one doesn’t. 
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affable: (adj) civil, gracious, polite, 
friendly, courteous, amiable, genial, 
approachable, sociable, decent, 
pleasant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
reserved, hostile, unfriendly, 
complaining, cold, impolite, 
miserable, grumbling, grouchy, 
distant, disdainful. 

benignantly: (adv) graciously, 
beneficently, benevolently, 
humanely, courteously, mildly, 
gentlely, kindly, goodly, mercifully. 

bonne: (n) ayah, nurse, biddy. 
cheating: (n) cheat, dishonesty, 

imposition, imposture, fraud, 
duplicity, deception, chicanery; (adj) 
dirty, cunning, deceiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, faithful; 
(n) honesty, truthfulness. 

chessman: (n) castle, chess piece, man, 
piece, queen, pawn, knight, king, 
rook, horse. 

lira: (n) Italian lira, Maltese lira. 
offhand: (adj, adv) impromptu,  

extemporaneous, extempore; (adj) 
casual, extemporary, careless, 
cavalier, nonchalant, brusque, 
abrupt, improvised. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careful, considerate, warm, 
serious, civil, cautious, conscientious, 
concerned, caring, intended, 
prepared. 

traps: (n) rigging, gear, paraphernalia, 
suit, trappings, things, livery, 
harness, accouterment, caparison, 
trap. 
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I think the modern civilized habit—the modern English habit of taking every 
one for granted—is a good deal to blame for this. I have observed this matter 
long enough to know the queer, subtle thing that it is; to know how the faculty, 
for what it is worth, never lets you down.%

Mind, I am not saying that this is not the most desirable type of life in the 
world; that it is not an almost unreasonably high standard. For it is really 
nauseating, when you detest it, to have to eat every day several slices of thin, 
tepid, pink india rubber, and it is disagreeable to have to drink brandy when you 
would prefer to be cheered up by warm, sweet Kümmel. And it is nasty to have 
to take a cold bath in the morning when what you want is really a hot one at 
night. And it stirs a little of the faith of your fathers that is deep down within you 
to have to have it taken for granted that you are an Episcopalian when really you 
are an old-fashioned Philadelphia Quaker. 

But these things have to be done; it is the cock that the whole of this society 
owes to Æsculapius. 

And the odd, queer thing is that the whole collection of rules applies to 
anybody—to the anybodies that you meet in hotels, in railway trains, to a less 
degree, perhaps, in steamers, but even, in the end, upon steamers. You meet a 
man or a woman and, from tiny and intimate sounds, from the slightest of 
movements, you know at once whether you are concerned with good people or 
with those who won’t do. You know, this is to say, whether they will go rigidly 
through with the whole programme from the underdone beef to the 
Anglicanism. It won’t matter whether they be short or tall; whether the voice 
squeak like a marionette or rumble like a town bull’s; it won’t matter whether 
they are Germans, Austrians, French, Spanish, or even Brazilians—they will be 
the Germans or Brazilians who take a cold bath every morning and who move, 
roughly speaking, in diplomatic circles. 

But the inconvenient—well, hang it all, I will say it—the damnable nuisance 
of the whole thing is, that with all the taking for granted, you never really get an 
inch deeper than the things I have catalogued. 
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damnable: (adj) cursed, damned, 
abominable, hateful, accursed, 
devilish, infernal, disgusting, sinful, 
deplorable, offensive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) commendable, laudable, 
praiseworthy. 

detest: (n, v) hate; (v) abominate, 
loathe, despise, execrate, dislike, 
nauseate, contemn, dislike intensely; 
(n) loathing, abhorrence. 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, like, cherish, 
admire. 

marionette: (n) puppet, figurine, 
fantoccini, aglet, mammet, manikin, 
tool, waxwork, dummy, bust, 
creature. 

nauseating: (adj) sickening, foul, 
offensive, loathsome, nasty, 
repulsive, vile, revolting, noisome, 
distasteful; (adj, v) nauseous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, appealing, 
pleasant, soothing. 

rumble: (n, v) murmur, roll, roar, 
grumble, mutter, bang, brawl, sound; 

(v) growl; (n) peal, noise. 
slightest: (adj) minimal, first, smallest 

amount. 
squeak: (n, v) screech, shriek, scream, 

peep, yell, howl, chirp, cheep; (v) 
creak, screak, scrape. 

tepid: (adj) warm, mild, cool, 
indifferent, moderately warm, hot, 
genial, unenthusiastic, unfrozen, 
warmish, half-hearted. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cold, hot, enthusiastic. 

whether: (pron) where. 
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I can give you a rather extraordinary instance of this. I can’t remember 
whether it was in our first year—the first year of us four at Nauheim, because, of 
course, it would have been the fourth year of Florence and myself—but it must 
have been in the first or second year. And that gives the measure at once of the 
extraordinariness of our discussion and of the swiftness with which intimacy 
had grown up between us. On the one hand we seemed to start out on the 
expedition so naturally and with so little preparation, , that it was as if we must 
have made many such excursions before; and our intimacy seemed so deep...%

Yet the place to which we went was obviously one to which Florence at least 
would have wanted to take us quite early, so that you would almost think we 
should have gone there together at the beginning of our intimacy. Florence was 
singularly expert as a guide to archaeological expeditions and there was nothing 
she liked so much as taking people round ruins and showing you the window 
from which some one looked down upon the murder of some one else. She only 
did it once; but she did it quite magnificently. She could find her way, with the 
sole help of Baedeker, as easily about any old monument as she could about any 
American city where the blocks are all square and the streets all numbered, so 
that you can go perfectly easily from Twenty-fourth to Thirtieth. 

Now it happens that fifty minutes away from Nauheim, by a good train, is 
the ancient city of M----, upon a great pinnacle of basalt, girt with a triple road 
running sideways up its shoulder like a scarf. And at the top there is a castle—
not a square castle like Windsor, but a castle all slate gables and high peaks with 
gilt weathercocks flashing bravely—the castle of St Elizabeth of Hungary. It has 
the disadvantage of being in Prussia; and it is always disagreeable to go into that 
country; but it is very old and there are many double-spired churches and it 
stands up like a pyramid out of the green valley of the Lahn. I don’t suppose the 
Ashburnhams wanted especially to go there and I didn’t especially want to go 
there myself. But, you understand, there was no objection. It was part of the cure 
to make an excursion three or four times a week. So that we were all quite 
unanimous in being grateful to Florence for providing the motive power. 
Florence, of course, had a motive of her own. She was at that time engaged in 
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disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, friendly, 
amiable, inoffensive, acceptable, 
desirable, easygoing, happy, 
pleasing, sweet, nice. 

extraordinariness: (n) abnormality, 
oddity. 

gilt: (n) gilding, plating, money, 
decoration; (adj) aureate, golden,  

gold, florid; (v) tesselated, ornate, 
rich. 

girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, 
begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, 
belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced. 

magnificently: (adv) beautifully, 
grandly, superbly, gloriously, 
majestically, gorgeously, 
sumptuously, marvelously, 
wonderfully, fantastically, showily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) poorly, modestly, 
badly, abysmally, simply, meagerly,  

incompetently. 
singularly: (adv) peculiarly, uniquely, 

unusually, curiously, rarely, 
uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, adv) 
remarkably. 

streets: (n) street. 
swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 

celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness. 
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educating Captain Ashburnham—oh, of course, quite pour le bon motif! She 
used to say to Leonora: “I simply can’t understand how you can let him live by 
your side and be so ignorant!” Leonora herself always struck me as being 
remarkably well educated. At any rate, she knew beforehand all that Florence 
had to tell her. Perhaps she got it up out of Baedeker before Florence was up in 
the morning. I don’t mean to say that you would ever have known that Leonora 
knew anything, but if Florence started to tell us how Ludwig the Courageous 
wanted to have three wives at once—in which he differed from Henry VIII, who 
wanted them one after the other, and this caused a good deal of trouble—if 
Florence started to tell us this, Leonora would just nod her head in a way that 
quite pleasantly rattled my poor wife.%

She used to exclaim: “Well, if you knew it, why haven’t you told it all already 
to Captain Ashburnham? I’m sure he finds it interesting!” And Leonora would 
look reflectively at her husband and say: “I have an idea that it might injure his 
hand—the hand, you know, used in connection with horses’ mouths...” And 
poor Ashburnham would blush and mutter and would say: “That’s all right. 
Don’t you bother about me.” 

I fancy his wife’s irony did quite alarm poor Teddy; because one evening he 
asked me seriously in the smoking-room if I thought that having too much in 
one’s head would really interfere with one’s quickness in polo. It struck him, he 
said, that brainy Johnnies generally were rather muffs when they got on to four 
legs. I reassured him as best I could. I told him that he wasn’t likely to take in 
enough to upset his balance. At that time the Captain was quite evidently 
enjoying being educated by Florence. She used to do it about three or four times 
a week under the approving eyes of Leonora and myself. It wasn’t, you 
understand, systematic. It came in bursts. It was Florence clearing up one of the 
dark places of the earth, leaving the world a little lighter than she had found it. 
She would tell him the story of Hamlet; explain the form of a symphony, 
humming the first and second subjects to him, and so on; she would explain to 
him the difference between Arminians and Erastians; or she would give him a 
short lecture on the early history of the United States. And it was done in a way 
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approving: (n) adoption, appreciation, 
admiration, acceptance; (adj) good, 
approbative, approbatory, 
sympathetic, favourable; (adv) 
approvingly; (v) approve. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) against, mocking, 
scornful, critical, negative, 
uncomplimentary; (n) disapproval. 

brainy: (adj) smart, knowledgeable, 
bright, brilliant, clever, acute, sharp, 
intellectual, alive, knowing, astute. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thick,  

unintelligent, dim, intuitive. 
educating: (adj) taming, humanizing, 

calming. 
injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 

(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) abuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heal, enable, repair, 
protect, help. 

mutter: (n, v) mumble, grumble, 
whisper; (v) growl, maunder, grouch, 
snarl, croak; (n) murmuration, 
grumbling, complaint. 

quickness: (n) celerity, expedition, 
promptness, alacrity, agility, speed, 
dispatch, dexterity, fleetness, hurry, 
readiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awkwardness, delay, ineptness. 

reassured: (adj) hopeful, reinsured, 
secure, confident. 

reflectively: (adv) contemplatively, 
meditatively, wistfully, thoughtfully, 
speculatively, ruminatively, 
studiously, regretfully, sadly, 
longingly, reflexively. 
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well calculated to arrest a young attention. Did you ever read Mrs Markham? 
Well, it was like that...%

But our excursion to M---- was a much larger, a much more full dress affair. 
You see, in the archives of the Schloss in that city there was a document which 
Florence thought would finally give her the chance to educate the whole lot of us 
together. It really worried poor Florence that she couldn’t, in matters of culture, 
ever get the better of Leonora. I don’t know what Leonora knew or what she 
didn’t know, but certainly she was always there whenever Florence brought out 
any information. And she gave, somehow, the impression of really knowing 
what poor Florence gave the impression of having only picked up. I can’t exactly 
define it. It was almost something physical. Have you ever seen a retriever 
dashing in play after a greyhound? You see the two running over a green field, 
almost side by side, and suddenly the retriever makes a friendly snap at the 
other. And the greyhound simply isn’t there. You haven’t observed it quicken its 
speed or strain a limb; but there it is, just two yards in front of the retriever’s 
outstretched muzzle. So it was with Florence and Leonora in matters of culture. 

But on this occasion I knew that something was up. I found Florence some 
days before, reading books like Ranke’s History of the Popes, Symonds’ 
Renaissance, Motley’s Rise of the Dutch Republic and Luther’s Table Talk. 

I must say that, until the astonishment came, I got nothing but pleasure out of 
the little expedition. I like catching the two-forty; I like the slow, smooth roll of 
the great big trains—and they are the best trains in the world! I like being drawn 
through the green country and looking at it through the clear glass of the great 
windows. Though, of course, the country isn’t really green. The sun shines, the 
earth is blood red and purple and red and green and red. And the oxen in the 
ploughlands are bright varnished brown and black and blackish purple; and the 
peasants are dressed in the black and white of magpies; and there are great 
Rocks of magpies too. Or the peasants’ dresses in another field where there are 
little mounds of hay that will be grey-green on the sunny side and purple in the 
shadows—the peasants’ dresses are vermilion with emerald green ribbons and 
purple skirts and white shirts and black velvet stomachers. Still, the impression 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blackish: (adj) dark, achromatic. 
emerald: (adj) green, verdigris, verd 

antique, malachite, verdant, brilliant; 
(n) beryl, gem, viridity, greenness, 
chalcedony. 

greyhound: (adj) race horse, gazelle, 
courser, eagle; (n) grayhound. 

knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist.
magpies: (n) geophagy, em, 

geophagia, genus pica. 
muzzle: (n) mouth, gunpoint, nose, 

lip, gullet, nozzle, bit; (v) muffle,  

silence, hush, curb. 
oxen: (n) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, 

Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, 
beef, dairy cow. 

quicken: (v) accelerate, hasten, hurry, 
dispatch, animate, expedite, advance, 
enliven, precipitate; (n, v) forward, 
speed. ANTONYMS: (v) decelerate, 
delay. 

retriever: (n) beagle, harrier, setter, 
spaniel, gun dog, pointer, document 
retriever, golden retriever. 

ribbons: (n) cavesson, hackamore, 
jaquima, lines, streamer, streamers, 
ticker tape, paper chain, decoration, 
decorations, bunting. 

varnished: (adj) sullied, polished, 
spotted, shiny, lustrous, smooth, 
painted, besmirched, glossy, tainted, 
flyblown. ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 

vermilion: (n) scarlet, vermily, orange 
red, vermeil, lake, redness; (adj, n) 
cinnabar; (v) redden; (adj) vermillion, 
chromatic. 
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is that you are drawn through brilliant green meadows that run away on each 
side to the dark purple fir-woods; the basalt pinnacles; the immense forests. And 
there is meadowsweet at the edge of the streams, and cattle. Why, I remember on 
that afternoon I saw a brown cow hitch its horns under the stomach of a black 
and white animal and the black and white one was thrown right into the middle 
of a narrow stream. I burst out laughing. But Florence was imparting 
information so hard and Leonora was listening so intently that no one noticed 
me. As for me, I was pleased to be off duty; I was pleased to think that Florence 
for the moment was indubitably out of mischief—because she was talking about 
Ludwig the Courageous (I think it was Ludwig the Courageous but I am not an 
historian) about Ludwig the Courageous of Hessen who wanted to have three 
wives at once and patronized Luther—something like that!—I was so relieved to 
be off duty, because she couldn’t possibly be doing anything to excite herself or 
set her poor heart a-fluttering—that the incident of the cow was a real joy to me. I 
chuckled over it from time to time for the whole rest of the day. Because it does 
look very funny, you know, to see a black and white cow land on its back in the 
middle of a stream. It is so just exactly what one doesn’t expect of a cow.%

I suppose I ought to have pitied the poor animal; but I just didn’t. I was out 
for enjoyment. And I just enjoyed myself. It is so pleasant to be drawn along in 
front of the spectacular towns with the peaked castles and the many double 
spires. In the sunlight gleams come from the city—gleams from the glass of 
windows; from the gilt signs of apothecaries; from the ensigns of the student 
corps high up in the mountains; from the helmets of the funny little soldiers 
moving their stiff little legs in white linen trousers. And it was pleasant to get out 
in the great big spectacular Prussian station with the hammered bronze 
ornaments and the paintings of peasants and flowers and cows; and to hear 
Florence bargain energetically with the driver of an ancient droschka drawn by 
two lean horses. Of course, I spoke German much more correctly than Florence, 
though I never could rid myself quite of the accent of the Pennsylvania Duitsch 
of my childhood. Anyhow, we were drawn in a sort of triumph, for five marks 
without any trinkgeld, right up to the castle. And we were taken through the 
museum and saw the fire-backs, the old glass, the old swords and the antique 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

energetically: (adv) vigorously, 
strongly, actively, briskly, lustily, 
forcefully, lively, forcibly, 
powerfully, spiritedly, strenuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) idly, quietly, 
lifelessly, resignedly, indifferently, 
feebly, wearily, languorously, lazily, 
sluggishly, passively. 

excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, rouse, 
electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, v) 
quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm,  

pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen. 

hitch: (v) fasten, attach; (n, v) catch, 
limp, hobble, arrest; (n) hindrance, 
drawback, barrier, difficulty, check. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, ease, 
help; (v) detach, undo. 

imparting: (n) giving, conveyance, 
conveyance of title, conveyancing, 
conveying. 

indubitably: (adv) certainly, surely, 
positively, incontrovertibly,  

unquestionably, clearly, 
undoubtedly, of course, absolutely, 
indisputably, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) possibly, 
arguably, doubtfully. 

peaked: (adj) pointed, sharp, spiky, 
ensiform, peaky, poorly, salient, 
unwell, gaunt, wan, emaciated. 

trinkgeld: (v) sportula, Peter Pence, 
donative, pourboire, offertory, 
largess, honorarium, help, gratuity, 
Easter offering, oblation. 

 



The Good Soldier 38

contraptions. And we went up winding corkscrew staircases and through the 
Rittersaal, the great painted hall where the Reformer and his friends met for the 
first time under the protection of the gentleman that had three wives at once and 
formed an alliance with the gentleman that had six wives, one after the other (I’m 
not really interested in these facts but they have a bearing on my story). And we 
went through chapels, and music rooms, right up immensely high in the air to a 
large old chamber, full of presses, with heavily-shuttered windows all round. 
And Florence became positively electric. She told the tired, bored custodian what 
shutters to open; so that the bright sunlight streamed in palpable shafts into the 
dim old chamber. She explained that this was Luther’s bedroom and that just 
where the sunlight fell had stood his bed. As a matter of fact, I believe that she 
was wrong and that Luther only stopped, as it were, for lunch, in order to evade 
pursuit. But, no doubt, it would have been his bedroom if he could have been 
persuaded to stop the night. And then, in spite of the protest of the custodian, 
she threw open another shutter and came tripping back to a large glass case.%

“And there,” she exclaimed with an accent of gaiety, of triumph, and of 
audacity. She was pointing at a piece of paper, like the half-sheet of a letter with 
some faint pencil scrawls that might have been a jotting of the amounts we were 
spending during the day. And I was extremely happy at her gaiety, in her 
triumph, in her audacity. Captain Ashburnham had his hands upon the glass 
case. “There it is—the Protest.” And then, as we all properly stage-managed our 
bewilderment, she continued: “Don’t you know that is why we were all called 
Protestants? That is the pencil draft of the Protest they drew up. You can see the 
signatures of Martin Luther, and Martin Bucer, and Zwingli, and Ludwig the 
Courageous...” 

I may have got some of the names wrong, but I know that Luther and Bucer 
were there. And her animation continued and I was glad. She was better and she 
was out of mischief. She continued, looking up into Captain Ashburnham’s eyes: 
“It’s because of that piece of paper that you’re honest, sober, industrious, 
provident, and clean-lived. If it weren’t for that piece of paper you’d be like the 
Irish or the Italians or the Poles, but particularly the Irish...” 
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audacity: (n) nerve, audaciousness, 
effrontery, arrogance, temerity, 
cheek, impertinence, insolence, 
courage; (n, v) impudence; (adj, n) 
presumption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, propriety, decorum, 
circumspection, courtesy, fear, 
respect, spinelessness, reticence. 

corkscrew: (n, v) coil; (v) curl, helix, 
buckle, worm, rundle, pliers; (n) drill, 
bottle screw, gimlet; (adj) helical. 
ANTONYM: (adj) straight. 

custodian: (n) keeper, caretaker, 
conservator, administrator, warden, 
janitor, guard, superintendent, 
watchman, supervisor, steward. 

drew: (n) move, John Drew. 
jotting: (n) entry, note, memorandum, 

annotation, footnote, doodle, 
squiggle, scrawl, hint, italics, asterisk.

lunch: (v) dine, eat, take tea, sup; (n) 
luncheon, tiffin, meal, dinner, 
dejeuner, brunch, noon. 

palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious,  

evident, apparent, clear, transparent, 
indubitable, noticeable, lucid, patent, 
perceptible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
imaginary, intangible, impalpable, 
doubtful, furtive, imperceptible, 
insignificant, obscure, unclear. 

provident: (adj) prudent, frugal, 
sparing, economical, farsighted, 
cautious, careful, parsimonious, 
sagacious, wise; (v) precautionary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) foolish. 

wives: (n) woman. 
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And she laid one finger upon Captain Ashburnham’ s wrist.%

I was aware of something treacherous, something frightful, something evil in 
the day. I can’t define it and can’t find a simile for it. It wasn’t as if a snake had 
looked out of a hole. No, it was as if my heart had missed a beat. It was as if we 
were going to run and cry out; all four of us in separate directions, averting our 
heads. In Ashburnham’s face I know that there was absolute panic. I was 
horribly frightened and then I discovered that the pain in my left wrist was 
caused by Leonora’s clutching it: 

“I can’t stand this,” she said with a most extraordinary passion; “I must get 
out of this.” I was horribly frightened. It came to me for a moment, though I 
hadn’t time to think it, that she must be a madly jealous woman—jealous of 
Florence and Captain Ashburnham, of all people in the world! And it was a 
panic in which we fled! We went right down the winding stairs, across the 
immense Rittersaal to a little terrace that overlooks the Lahn, the broad valley 
and the immense plain into which it opens out. 

“Don’t you see?” she said, “don’t you see what’s going on?” The panic again 
stopped my heart. I muttered, I stuttered—I don’t know how I got the words out: 

“No! What’s the matter? Whatever’s the matter?” 
She looked me straight in the eyes; and for a moment I had the feeling that 

those two blue discs were immense, were overwhelming, were like a wall of blue 
that shut me off from the rest of the world. I know it sounds absurd; but that is 
what it did feel like. 

“Don’t you see,” she said, with a really horrible bitterness, with a really 
horrible lamentation in her voice, “Don’t you see that that’s the cause of the 
whole miserable affair; of the whole sorrow of the world? And of the eternal 
damnation of you and me and them...” 

I don’t remember how she went on; I was too frightened; I was too amazed. I 
think I was thinking of running to fetch assistance—a doctor, perhaps, or Captain 
Ashburnham. Or possibly she needed Florence’s tender care, though, of course, it 
would have been very bad for Florence’s heart. But I know that when I came out 
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averting: (n) aversion, prevention; 
(adj) defensive. 

came: (v) arrive, come. 
clutching: (n) locking. 
damnation: (n) damn, condemnation, 

anathema, state, curse, execration, 
judgment, oath, imprecation, 
denunciation, denouncement. 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair. 

horribly: (adv) horrifically, awfully, 
terrifically, hideously, atrociously, 
appallingly; (adj, adv) frightfully, 
terribly, fearfully, shockingly; (adj) 
ghastly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
pleasantly, wonderfully, kindly, 
sweetly. 

lamentation: (n) dirge, grief, 
mourning, plaint, regret, complaint,  

cry, crying, wail, moan, condolence. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration. 

madly: (adv) insanely, furiously, 
sorely, frantically, wildly, devilishly, 
deadly, dementedly, foolishly, 
distractedly; (adj, adv) rabidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, calmly, 
sanely, carefully; (adj) slightly. 

simile: (n) figure of speech, analogy, 
comparison, compare, resemblance, 
likeness, similarity, allegory, 
similitude, parable; (adj) metalepsis. 
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of it she was saying: “Oh, where are all the bright, happy, innocent beings in the 
world? Where’s happiness? One reads of it in books!” 

She ran her hand with a singular clawing motion upwards over her 
forehead. Her eyes were enormously distended; her face was exactly that of a 
person looking into the pit of hell and seeing horrors there. And then suddenly 
she stopped. She was, most amazingly, just Mrs Ashburnham again. Her face 
was perfectly clear, sharp and defined; her hair was glorious in its golden coils. 
Her nostrils twitched with a sort of contempt. She appeared to look with interest 
at a gypsy caravan that was coming over a little bridge far below us.%

“Don’t you know,” she said, in her clear hard voice, “don’t you know that 
I’m an Irish Catholic?” 
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amazingly: (adj, adv) wonderfully, 
stupendously, awfully; (adv) 
surprisingly, astoundingly, 
extraordinarily, spectacularly, 
marvelously, fabulously, terrificly, 
terrifically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
predictably, mildly. 

distended: (adj) inflated, bloated, 
turgid, puffed, bombastic, distent, 
expanded, enlarged; (adj, v) puffy; (v) 
blowzy, bigswoln. 

enormously: (adv) hugely,  

prodigiously, mightily, vastly, 
immensely, greatly, extremely, 
massively, infinitely; (adj, adv) 
monstrously, excessively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
somewhat, hardly. 

forehead: (n) brow, front, foreland, 
lineament, mut, phiz, physiognomy, 
visage, eyebrow, skull; (adv) 
foremost. 

gypsy: (n) Gipsy, vagabond, charlatan, 
empiric, Rosicrucian, palmer,  

pilgrim, zingaro; (adj, n) Romany, 
migrant; (adj) itinerant. 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens. 

nostrils: (n) naris, nose. 
singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 

odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary. 
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V  

 
 
Those words gave me the greatest relief that I have ever had in my life. They 

told me, I think, almost more than I have ever gathered at any one moment—
about myself. I don’t think that before that day I had ever wanted anything very 
much except Florence. I have, of course, had appetites, impatiences... Why, 
sometimes at a table d’hôte, when there would be, say, caviare handed round, I 
have been absolutely full of impatience for fear that when the dish came to me 
there should not be a satisfying portion left over by the other guests. I have been 
exceedingly impatient at missing trains. The Belgian State Railway has a trick of 
letting the French trains miss their connections at Brussels. That has always 
infuriated me. I have written about it letters to The Times that The Times never 
printed; those that I wrote to the Paris edition of the New York Herald were 
always printed, but they never seemed to satisfy me when I saw them. Well, that 
was a sort of frenzy with me.%

It was a frenzy that now I can hardly realize. I can understand it 
intellectually. You see, in those days I was interested in people with “hearts.” 
There was Florence, there was Edward Ashburnham—or, perhaps, it was 
Leonora that I was more interested in. I don’t mean in the way of love. But, you 
see, we were both of the. same profession—at any rate as I saw it. And the 
profession was that of keeping heart patients alive. 
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caviare: (n) garlic, roe, pickle, onion, 
beluga caviar; (adj) mustard, cayenne.

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, greatly, 
awfully, terrifically, eminently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, hardly, 
insufficiently, somewhat. 

frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, 
mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, 
derangement; (n, v) craze.  

ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, 
order. 

impatience: (n) annoyance, eagerness, 
anger, intolerance, restlessness, 
fidget, nervousness, fidgetiness, 
enthusiasm, edginess; (adj) 
nonendurance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calmness, endurance, apathy. 

impatient: (adj) eager, anxious, 
petulant, fidgety, vexed, keen, edgy, 
quick, avid, irritable, fretful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) patient, enduring, 

unenthusiastic, calm, happy, relaxed, 
slow. 

infuriated: (adj, v) enraged; (adj) 
furious, incensed, angered, mad, 
exasperated, provoked, boiling, livid, 
wrathful, annoyed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pleased. 

intellectually: (adv) rationally, 
intelligently, spiritually, cerebrally, 
intellectively, learnedly, 
academically, mindly, ideally, 
culturedly, smartly. 
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You %have no idea how engrossing such a profession may become. Just as 
the blacksmith says: “By hammer and hand all Art doth stand,” just as the baker 
thinks that all the solar system revolves around his morning delivery of rolls, as 
the postmaster-general believes that he alone is the preserver of society—and 
surely, surely, these delusions are necessary to keep us going—so did I and, as I 
believed, Leonora, imagine that the whole world ought to be arranged so as to 
ensure the keeping alive of heart patients. You have no idea how engrossing 
such a profession may become—how imbecile, in view of that engrossment, 
appear the ways of princes, of republics, of municipalities. A rough bit of road 
beneath the motor tyres, a couple of succeeding “thank’ee-marms” with their 
quick jolts would be enough to set me grumbling to Leonora against the Prince 
or the Grand Duke or the Free City through whose territory we might be passing. 
I would grumble like a stockbroker whose conversations over the telephone are 
incommoded by the ringing of bells from a city church. I would talk about 
medieval survivals, about the taxes being surely high enough. The point, by the 
way, about the missing of the connections of the Calais boat trains at Brussels 
was that the shortest possible sea journey is frequently of great importance to 
sufferers from the heart. Now, on the Continent, there are two special heart cure 
places, Nauheim and Spa, and to reach both of these baths from England if in 
order to ensure a short sea passage, you come by Calais—you have to make the 
connection at Brussels. And the Belgian train never waits by so much the shade 
of a second for the one coming from Calais or from Paris. And even if the French 
train, are just on time, you have to run—imagine a heart patient running!—along 
the unfamiliar ways of the Brussels station and to scramble up the high steps of 
the moving train. Or, if you miss connection, you have to wait five or six hours... 
I used to keep awake whole nights cursing that abuse. My wife used to run—she 
never, in whatever else she may have misled me, tried to give me the impression 
that she was not a gallant soul. But, once in the German Express, she would lean 
back, with one hand to her side and her eyes closed. Well, she was a good 
actress. And I would be in hell. In hell, I tell you. For in Florence I had at once a 
wife and an unattained mistress—that is what it comes to—and in the retaining 
of her in this world I had my occupation, my career, my ambition. It is not often 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

delusions: (n) delusion, mental illness.
engrossing: (adj) fascinating, riveting, 

gripping, captivating, entrancing, 
enthralling, beguiling, charming, 
enchanting; (adj, v) interesting; (v) 
engross. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uninteresting, dull, monotonous, 
tiresome, unexciting. 

engrossment: (n) attention, 
concentration, abstraction, 
preoccupancy, preoccupation, 
centering, abstractedness, assiduity,  

assiduousness, immersion, complete 
attention. 

grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 
moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
(v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
compliment, rejoice. 

grumbling: (n) grumble, growling, 
murmur, murmuring, mutter, 
muttering; (adj, n) rumbling; (adv) 
grumblingly; (adj) grouchy, grumpy, 
irritable. 

imbecile: (adj) foolish, idiotic, fatuous, 
dumb, imbecilic, simple; (n) idiot, 
moron, cretin, ass, oaf. ANTONYM: 
(adj) genius. 

nights: (adj) nightly; (n) night. 
preserver: (n) defender, protector, 

custodian, conservative, keeper, 
conservator, savior, patron, restorer, 
flotation device; (adj) third person. 

stockbroker: (n) agent, factor, 
financier, dealer, stockjobber, stock 
broker, negotiator, jobber, adviser. 
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that these things are united in one body. Leonora was a good actress too. By Jove 
she was good! I tell you, she would listen to me by the hour, evolving my plans 
for a shock-proof world. It is true that, at times, I used to notice about her an air 
of inattention as if she were listening, a mother, to the child at her knee, or as if, 
precisely, I were myself the patient.%

You understand that there was nothing the matter with Edward 
Ashburnham’s heart—that he had thrown up his commission and had left India 
and come half the world over in order to follow a woman who had really had a 
“heart” to Nauheim. That was the sort of sentimental ass he was. For, you 
understand, too, that they really needed to live in India, to economize, to let the 
house at Branshaw Teleragh. 

Of course, at that date, I had never heard of the Kilsyte case. Ashburnham 
had, you know, kissed a servant girl in a railway train, and it was only the grace 
of God, the prompt functioning of the communication cord and the ready 
sympathy of what I believe you call the Hampshire Bench, that kept the poor 
devil out of Winchester Gaol for years and years. I never heard of that case until 
the final stages of Leonora’s revelations... 

But just think of that poor wretch... I, who have surely the right, beg you to 
think of that poor wretch. Is it possible that such a luckless devil should be so 
tormented by blind and inscrutable destiny? For there is no other way to think 
of it. None. I have the right to say it, since for years he was my wife’s lover, since 
he killed her, since he broke up all the pleasantnesses that there were in my life. 
There is no priest that has the right to tell me that I must not ask pity for him, 
from you, silent listener beyond the hearth-stone, from the world, or from the 
God who created in him those desires, those madnesses... 

Of course, I should not hear of the Kilsyte case. I knew none of their friends; 
they were for me just good people—fortunate people with broad and sunny 
acres in a southern county. Just good people! By heavens, I sometimes think that 
it would have been better for him, poor dear, if the case had been such a one that 
I must needs have heard of it—such a one as maids and couriers and other Kur 
guests whisper about for years after, until gradually it dies away in the pity that 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cord: (n) band, bond, tie, twine, tape, 
whipcord, thread, yarn, lace, rope, 
leash. 

economize: (v) economise, save, 
preserve, skimp, husband, retrench, 
cut back, stint, economizing, save up, 
spare. ANTONYMS: (v) waste, 
spend, squander, expand. 

evolving: (v) evolve; (adj) moving, 
nascent, growing, embryonic, 
ongoing; (n) movement, 
development. 

inattention: (n) neglect, heedlessness, 
carelessness, forgetfulness, 
negligence, inobservance, 
inadvertence, indifference, oversight, 
slight, distraction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attention, notice, caution, 
concentration. 

inscrutable: (adj) inexplicable, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, weird, 
cryptic, cryptical, deep, enigmatic, 
uncanny, hidden, arcane. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) transparent,  

expressive, clear, straightforward. 
luckless: (adj) unlucky, unfortunate, 

doomed, unhappy, untoward, 
fortuneless, ill-fated, disastrous, 
unsuccessful, infelicitous, wretched. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fortunate, 
successful. 

tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 
hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm. 
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there is knocking about here and there in the world. Supposing he had spent his 
seven years in Winchester Gaol or whatever it is that inscrutable and blind justice 
allots to you for following your natural but ill-timed inclinations—there would 
have arrived a stage when nodding gossips on the Kursaal terrace would have 
said, “Poor fellow,” thinking of his ruined career. He would have been the fine 
soldier with his back now bent... Better for him, poor devil, if his back had been 
prematurely bent.%

Why, it would have been a thousand times better... For, of course, the Kilsyte 
case, which came at the very beginning of his finding Leonora cold and 
unsympathetic, gave him a nasty jar. He left servants alone after that. 

It turned him, naturally, all the more loose amongst women of his own class. 
Why, Leonora told me that Mrs Maidan—the woman he followed from Burma to 
Nauheim—assured her he awakened her attention by swearing that when he 
kissed the servant in the train he was driven to it. I daresay he was driven to it, 
by the mad passion to find an ultimately satisfying woman. I daresay he was 
sincere enough. Heaven help me, I daresay he was sincere enough in his love for 
Mrs Maidan. She was a nice little thing, a dear little dark woman with long 
lashes, of whom Florence grew quite fond. She had a lisp and a happy smile. We 
saw plenty of her for the first month of our acquaintance, then she died, quite 
quietly—of heart trouble. 

But you know, poor little Mrs Maidan—she was so gentle, so young. She 
cannot have been more than twenty-three and she had a boy husband out in 
Chitral not more than twenty-four, I believe. Such young things ought to have 
been left alone. Of course Ashburnham could not leave her alone. I do not 
believe that he could. Why, even I, at this distance of time am aware that I am a 
little in love with her memory. I can’t help smiling when I think suddenly of 
her—as you might at the thought of something wrapped carefully away in 
lavender, in some drawer, in some old house that you have long left. She was 
so—so submissive. Why, even to me she had the air of being submissive—to me 
that not the youngest child will ever pay heed to. Yes, this is the saddest story... 
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awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested. 

heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, 
regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) 
caution, advertence, advertency; (v) 
attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
disregard; (n) inattentiveness. 

ill-timed: (adj) untimely, inopportune, 
undue, inappropriate, inept, 
inadmissible, disadvantageous. 

lisp: (v) enunciate, mince, enounce, 
breathe, lipse. 

prematurely: (adv) early, 
inopportunely, hastily, precipitately, 
unripely, previously, rashly, 
immaturely, precociously, forwardly, 
beforehand. 

submissive: (adj) obedient, passive, 
meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
resistant, disobedient, defiant, 
obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily. 

swearing: (n) curse, expletive, 
profanity, oath, abuse, blasphemy, 
swearword, execration, adjuration, 
asseveration; (v) swear. 

unsympathetic: (adj) pitiless, callous, 
heartless, hard, hardhearted, unkind, 
unconcerned, obdurate, indifferent, 
closed, insensitive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, kind, caring, 
favorable, merciful, concerned, 
considerate, easygoing, friendly, 
gentle, warmhearted. 
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So she got up the heart attack, at the earliest possible opportunity, on board 
the liner. Perhaps she was not so very much to be blamed. You must remember 
that she was a New Englander, and that New England had not yet come to 
loathe darkies as it does now. Whereas, if she had come from even so little south 
as Philadelphia, and had been an oldish family, she would have seen that for me 
to kick Julius was not so outrageous an act as for her cousin, Reggie Hurlbird, to 
say—as I have heard him say to his English butler—that for two cents he would 
bat him on the pants. Besides, the medicine-grip did not bulk as largely in her 
eyes as it did in mine, where it was the symbol of the existence of an adored wife 
of a day. To her it was just a useful lie...%

Well, there you have the position, as clear as I can make it—the husband an 
ignorant fool, the wife a cold sensualist with imbecile fears—for I was such a 
fool that I should never have known what she was or was not—and the 
blackmailing lover. And then the other lover came along... 

Well, Edward Ashburnham was worth having. Have I conveyed to you the 
splendid fellow that he was—the fine soldier, the excellent landlord, the 
extraordinarily kind, careful and industrious magistrate, the upright, honest, 
fair-dealing, fair-thinking, public character? I suppose I have not conveyed it to 
you. The truth is, that I never knew it until the poor girl came along—the poor 
girl who was just as straight, as splendid and as upright as he. I swear she was. I 
suppose I ought to have known. I suppose that was, really, why I liked him so 
much—so infinitely much. Come to think of it, I can remember a thousand little 
acts of kindliness, of thoughtfulness for his inferiors, even on the Continent. 
Look here, I know of two families of dirty, unpicturesque, Hessian paupers that 
that fellow, with an infinite patience, rooted up, got their police reports, set on 
their feet, or exported to my patient land. And he would do it quite 
inarticulately, set in motion by seeing a child crying in the street. He would 
wrestle with dictionaries, in that unfamiliar tongue... Well, he could not bear to 
see a child cry. Perhaps he could not bear to see a woman and not give her the 
comfort of his physical attractions. But, although I liked him so intensely, I was 
rather apt to take these things for granted. They made me feel comfortable with 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blackmailing: (n) strike. 
conveyed: (v) borne, sent. 
inarticulately: (adv) speechlessly, 

incoherently, silently, mutely, 
obscurely, faintly, dumbly, 
unarticulately, muffledly, wordlessly, 
unclearly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
coherently, eloquently, distinctly. 

kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality, 
amiability, grace, benignancy, mercy, 
tenderness, compassion, charity, 
consideration, helpfulness.  

ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
reserve, cruelty. 

loathe: (v) detest, hate, abominate, 
execrate, despise, loathing, dislike, 
disgust, disdain, contempt, nauseate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) like, admire, adore.

sensualist: (n) epicure, hedonist, 
voluptuary, gastronome, cocksucker, 
bisexual, sensationalist, lecher, 
glutton, gourmet, rake. 

thoughtfulness: (n) kindness, tact, 
deliberation, attentiveness,  

contemplativeness, attention, 
introspection, meditation, 
pensiveness, reflection, reflexion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) thoughtlessness, 
carelessness, cruelty, rashness, 
unthoughtfulness, inconsideration, 
unkindness, selfishness, insensitivity, 
neglect, cheerfulness. 

unpicturesque: (adj) ugly. 
wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 

strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple. 
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him, good towards him; they made me trust him. But I guess I thought it was 
part of the character of any English gentleman. Why, one day he got it into his 
head that the head waiter at the Excelsior had been crying—the fellow with the 
grey face and grey whiskers. And then he spent the best part of a week, in 
correspondence and up at the British consul’s, in getting the fellow’s wife to 
come back from London and bring back his girl baby. She had bolted with a 
Swiss scullion. If she had not come inside the week he would have gone to 
London himself to fetch her. He was like that. Edward Ashburnham was like 
that, and I thought it was only the duty of his rank and station. Perhaps that was 
all that it was—but I pray God to make me discharge mine as well. And, but for 
the poor girl, I daresay that I should never have seen it, however much the 
feeling might have been over me. She had for him such enthusiasm that, 
although even now I do not understand the technicalities of English life, I can 
gather enough. She was with them during the whole of our last stay at 
Nauheim.%

Nancy Rufford was her name; she was Leonora’s only friend’s only child, 
and Leonora was her guardian, if that is the correct term. She had lived with the 
Ashburnhams ever since she had been of the age of thirteen, when her mother 
was said to have committed suicide owing to the brutalities of her father. Yes, it 
is a cheerful story... Edward always called her “the girl”, and it was very pretty, 
the evident affection he had for her and she for him. And Leonora’s feet she 
would have kissed—those two were for her the best man and the best woman on 
earth—and in heaven. I think that she had not a thought of evil in her head—the 
poor girl... 

Well, anyhow, she chanted Edward’s praises to me for the hour together, but, 
as I have said, I could not make much of it. It appeared that he had the D.S.O., 
and that his troop loved him beyond the love of men. You never saw such a 
troop as his. And he had the Royal Humane Society’s medal with a clasp. That 
meant, apparently, that he had twice jumped off the deck of a troopship to 
rescue what the girl called “Tommies”, who had fallen overboard in the Red Sea 
and such places. He had been twice recommended for the V.C., whatever that 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bolted: (adj) barred, Bolten, secured, 
firm, barricaded, blockaded, bolted 
attachment, fast, fastened, latched, 
tight. 

clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, grasp, 
squeeze, clutch, buckle, brooch; (adj, 
n, v) pin; (v) stick, cling. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, loose, 
unclasp, relax, detach. 

fetch: (v) carry, bring, bring in, 
convey, draw, elicit, deliver, catch, 
get, attract; (adj, n) feint. 

medal: (n) decoration, award, prize, 
honour, medallion, title, honor, laurel 
wreath, laurels, palm, insignia. 

overboard: (adj) exorbitant, rabid. 
owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 

outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, 
undischarged, indebted, fulfilling 
obligation, lawful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
settled. 

scullion: (n) cordon bleu, cook, chef de 
cuisine, servant, retainer, poltroon, 
cullion, Cinderella. 

troop: (n) group, corps, gang, crowd, 
band, brigade, crew, herd, swarm, 
horde; (n, v) flock. 

troopship: (n) ship. 
waiter: (n) lackey, valet, waitress, 

attendant, salver, lurcher, 
counterman, lurker, servant, tray, 
steward. 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards. 
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might mean, and, although owing to some technicalities he had never received 
that apparently coveted order, he had some special place about his sovereign at 
the coronation. Or perhaps it was some post in the Beefeaters’. She made him out 
like a cross between Lohengrin and the Chevalier Bayard. Perhaps he was... But 
he was too silent a fellow to make that side of him really decorative. I remember 
going to him at about that time and asking him what the D.S.O. was, and he 
grunted out: 

“It’s a sort of a thing they give grocers who’ve honourably supplied the 
troops with adulterated coffee in war-time”—something of that sort. He did not 
quite carry conviction to me, so, in the end, I put it directly to Leonora. I asked 
her fully and squarely—prefacing the question with some remarks, such as those 
that I have already given you, as to the difficulty one has in really getting to 
know people when one’s intimacy is conducted as an English 
acquaintanceship—I asked her whether her husband was not really a splendid 
fellow—along at least the lines of his public functions. She looked at me with a 
slightly awakened air—with an air that would have been almost startled if 
Leonora could ever have been startled.%

“Didn’t you know?” she asked. “If I come to think of it there is not a more 
splendid fellow in any three counties, pick them where you will—along those 
lines.” And she added, after she had looked at me reflectively for what seemed a 
long time: 

“To do my husband justice there could not be a better man on the earth. 
There would not be room for it—along those lines.” 

“Well,” I said, “then he must really be Lohengrin and the Cid in one body. 
For there are not any other lines that count.” 

Again she looked at me for a long time. 
“It’s your opinion that there are no other lines that count?” she asked slowly. 
“Well,” I answered gaily, “you’re not going to accuse him of not being a 

good husband, or of not being a good guardian to your ward?” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accuse: (v) charge, incriminate, 
arraign, denounce, defame, 
criminate, indict, fault, betray, 
condemn, inculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) absolve, exculpate, exonerate, 
praise, support, clear. 

adulterated: (adj) adulterate, debased, 
unclean, dirty, corrupted, 
sophisticated, watery, sham, corrupt; 
(v) contraband, surreptitious. 

coveted: (adj) sought after, desirable, 
in demand. ANTONYM: (adj)  

unpopular. 
gaily: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gladly, 

jovially, joyfully, cheerfully, 
mirthfully, joyously, gleefully, 
sunnily, blithely, lively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, anxiously, 
dully, despondently. 

honourably: (adv) uprightly, worthily, 
honestly, creditably, commendably. 

intimacy: (adj, n) familiarity, 
acquaintance; (n) closeness, 
fellowship, association, friendship,  

intercourse, affair, camaraderie, 
conversance, confidence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, formality. 

sovereign: (n) ruler, king, lord, 
emperor; (adj) independent, 
autonomous, imperial, royal, free, 
regal; (adj, n) prince. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dependent, ineffective, useless. 

startled: (adj) dumbfounded, 
dismayed, distressed, aghast, 
frightened, astonished, amazed, 
terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded. 
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She spoke then, slowly, like a person who is listening to the sounds in a sea-
shell held to her ear—and, would you believe it?—she told me afterwards that, at 
that speech of mine, for the first time she had a vague inkling of the tragedy that 
was to follow so soon—although the girl had lived with them for eight years or 
so: 

“Oh, I’m not thinking of saying that he is not the best of husbands, or that he 
is not very fond of the girl.”%

And then I said something like: 
“Well, Leonora, a man sees more of these things than even a wife. And, let 

me tell you, that in all the years I’ve known Edward he has never, in your 
absence, paid a moment’s attention to any other woman—not by the quivering 
of an eyelash. I should have noticed. And he talks of you as if you were one of 
the angels of God.” 

“Oh,” she came up to the scratch, as you could be sure Leonora would 
always come up to the scratch, “I am perfectly sure that he always speaks nicely 
of me.” 

I daresay she had practice in that sort of scene—people must have been 
always complimenting her on her husband’s fidelity and adoration. For half the 
world—the whole of the world that knew Edward and Leonora believed that his 
conviction in the Kilsyte affair had been a miscarriage of justice—a conspiracy of 
false evidence, got together by Nonconformist adversaries. But think of the fool 
that I was... 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adoration: (n) admiration, adulation, 
cult, appreciation, reverence, 
glorification, idolization, homage, 
praise; (adj, n) devotion, passion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hatred, detestation, 
despising, disparagement, revulsion, 
repulsion, disgust, disdain. 

eyelash: (n) cilium, eyelashes, cut, 
eyewinker, hair. 

fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, 
faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, 
loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness;  

(adj, n) honesty, truth. ANTONYMS: 
(n) infidelity, unfaithfulness, 
disloyalty, inaccuracy, faithlessness, 
dishonesty, unreliability. 

inkling: (n, v) hint, suggestion; (n) 
clue, allusion, idea, glimpse, notion, 
indication, cue, intimation, 
implication. ANTONYMS: (n) trust, 
certainty. 

miscarriage: (n, v) failure; (n) flop, 
fiasco, spontaneous abortion, defeat, 
disappointment, failing, balk,  

frustration; (v) fail, fault. 
noticed: (adj) noted. 
quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 

quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady. 

scratch: (n, v) mark, graze, notch, 
scrape, nick, scrabble, dent, scar; (v) 
rub, chafe, rake. ANTONYM: (v) 
soothe. 

speaks: (n) talks. 
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VI  

 
 

I remember laughing at the phrase, “accept the situation”, which she seemed 
to repeat with a gravity too intense. I said to her something like: 

“It’s hardly as much as that. I mean, that I must claim the liberty of a free 
American citizen to think what I please about your co-religionists. And I suppose 
that Florence must have liberty to think what she pleases and to say what 
politeness allows her to say.”%

“She had better,” Leonora answered, “not say one single word against my people 
or my faith.” It struck me at the time, that there was an unusual, an almost 
threatening, hardness in her voice. It was almost as if she were trying to convey 
to Florence, through me, that she would seriously harm my wife if Florence went 
to something that was an extreme. Yes, I remember thinking at the time that it 
was almost as if Leonora were saying, through me to Florence: 

“You may outrage me as you will; you may take all that I personally possess, 
but do not you care to say one single thing in view of the situation that that will 
set up—against the faith that makes me become the doormat for your feet.” 

But obviously, as I saw it, that could not be her meaning. Good people, be 
they ever so diverse in creed, do not threaten each other. So that I read Leonora’s 
words to mean just no more than: “It would be better if Florence said nothing at 
all against my co-religionists, because it is a point that I am touchy about.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

creed: (n) conviction, gospel, religion, 
credo, faith, tenet, dogma, doctrine, 
denomination, persuasion, church 
doctrine. 

doormat: (n) chicken, door-mat, 
someone, soul, somebody, person, 
mortal, individual, human, mat, 
wuss. 

hardness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 
arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 

ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability. 

outrage: (n, v) insult, affront, dishonor, 
anger; (v) offend, violate, desecrate; 
(adj, n, v) abuse; (n) atrocity, 
indignity, enormity. 

politeness: (n) civility, courteousness, 
courtliness, manners, decorum, 
gentility, good manners, niceness, 
refinement, gallantry, decency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vulgarity, 
rudeness, incivility, neglect. 

threaten: (v) intimidate, loom, bully, 
endanger, offer, imperil, jeopardize, 
peril, foreshadow, portend; (n, v) 
threat. ANTONYMS: (v) guard, 
protect, relieve, save, alleviate, 
reassure, recede, strengthen. 

touchy: (adj) sensitive, irritable, testy, 
huffy, irascible, excitable, edgy, 
feisty, crabby, temperamental, hot. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) easygoing, 
unflappable, impervious, placid. 

went: (v) walked, proceeded. 

 



The Good Soldier 50

That was the hint that, accordingly, I conveyed to Florence when, shortly 
afterwards, she and Edward came down from the tower. And I want you to 
understand that, from that moment until after Edward and the girl and Florence 
were all dead together, I had never the remotest glimpse, not the shadow of a 
suspicion, that there was anything wrong, as the saying is. For five minutes, 
then, I entertained the possibility that Leonora might be jealous; but there was 
never another flicker in that flame-like personality. How in the world should I 
get it? 

For, all that time, I was just a male sick nurse. And what chance had I against 
those three hardened gamblers, who were all in league to conceal their hands 
from me? What earthly chance? They were three to one—and they made me 
happy. Oh God, they made me so happy that I doubt if even paradise, that shall 
smooth out all temporal wrongs, shall ever give me the like. And what could 
they have done better, or what could they have done that could have been 
worse? I don’t know...%

I suppose that, during all that time I was a deceived husband and that 
Leonora was pimping for Edward. That was the cross that she had to take up 
during her long Calvary of a life... 

You ask how it feels to be a deceived husband. Just Heavens, I do not know. 
It feels just nothing at all. It is not Hell, certainly it is not necessarily Heaven. So I 
suppose it is the intermediate stage. What do they call it? Limbo. No, I feel 
nothing at all about that. They are dead; they have gone before their Judge who, I 
hope, will open to them the springs of His compassion. It is not my business to 
think about it. It is simply my business to say, as Leonora’s people say: “Requiem 
aeternam dona eis, Do mine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. In memoria aeterna 
erit...” But what were they? The just? The unjust? God knows! I think that the 
pair of them were only poor wretches, creeping over this earth in the shadow of 
an eternal wrath. It is very terrible... 

It is almost too terrible, the picture of that judgement, as it appears to me 
sometimes, at nights. It is probably the suggestion of some picture that I have 
seen somewhere. But upon an immense plain, suspended in mid-air, I seem to 
see three figures, two of them clasped close in an intense embrace, and one 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided. 
earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) carnal, 

worldly, conceivable, human, geotic, 
secular, terrene, temporal, telluric, 
sublunary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, divine, ethereal, immortal, 
impossible, improbable, 
inconceivable, celestial. 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased. 
hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 

confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured,  

habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, untempered, 
feeling, mild. 

limbo: (n) oblivion, incarceration, 
purgatory, bilboes, durance vile, 
entombment, coarctation, limbus, 
intermediate repository, obscurity, 
jail. 

pimping: (adj) sickly. 
remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, 

endmost, extreme, last, utmost. 

temporal: (adj) secular, earthly, 
profane, lay, carnal, mortal, fleeting, 
temporary, transient, impermanent, 
mundane. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, otherworldly, mental, 
permanent, perpetual, lasting. 

wrath: (n) rage, resentment, ire, fury, 
displeasure, indignation, passion, 
madness, choler, irritation; (adj) 
angry. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
love, composure, serenity. 

wrongs: (n) mala. 
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intolerably solitary. lt is in black and white, my picture of that judgement, an 
etching, perhaps; only I cannot tell an etching from a photographic reproduction. 
And the immense plain is the hand of God, stretching out for miles and miles, 
with great spaces above it and below it. And they are in the sight of God, and it 
is Florence that is alone... And, do you know, at the thought of that intense 
solitude I feel an overwhelming desire to rush forward and comfort her. You 
cannot, you see, have acted as nurse to a person for twelve years without 
wishing to go on nursing them, even though you hate them with the hatred of 
the adder, and even in the palm of God. But, in the nights, with that vision of 
judgement before me, I know that I hold myself back. For I hate Florence. I hate 
Florence with such a hatred that I would not spare her an eternity of loneliness. 
She need not have done what she did. She was an American, a New Englander. 
She had not the hot passions of these Europeans. She cut out that poor imbecile 
of an Edward—and I pray God that he is really at peace, clasped close in the 
arms of that poor, poor girl! And, no doubt, Maisie Maidan will find her young 
husband again, and Leonora will burn, clear and serene, a northern light and one 
of the archangels of God. And me... Well, perhaps, they will find me an elevator 
to run... But Florence...%

She should not have done it. She should not have done it. It was playing it 
too low down. She cut out poor dear Edward from sheer vanity; she meddled 
between him and Leonora from a sheer, imbecile spirit of district visiting. Do you 
understand that, whilst she was Edward’s mistress, she was perpetually trying 
to reunite him to his wife? She would gabble on to Leonora about forgiveness—
treating the subject from the bright, American point of view. And Leonora would 
treat her like the whore she was. Once she said to Florence in the early morning: 

“You come to me straight out of his bed to tell me that that is my proper 
place. I know it, thank you.” 
But even that could not stop Florence. She went on saying that it was her 
ambition to leave this world a little brighter by the passage of her brief life, and 
how thankfully she would leave Edward, whom she thought she had brought to 
a right frame of mind, if Leonora would only give him a chance. He needed, she 
said, tenderness beyond anything. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adder: (n) snake, summer, computer, 
serpent, calculator, nadder, nedder, 
common viper. 

elevator: (n) levator, extensor, crane, 
lifter, rise, winch, ski lift, silo, 
paternoster; (v) dumbwaiter, 
escalator. 

etching: (n) print, corrosion, 
impression, printmaking, etching 
process, copper etching, aquatinta, 
drawing; (v) etch, engrave, water 
color drawing. 

gabble: (adj, n, v) babble; (v) chatter, 
cackle, chat, blab, chitchat, maunder, 
clack, palaver; (n, v) jabber, twaddle. 

intolerably: (adv) excruciatingly, 
unbearably, insufferably, 
unendurably, insupportably, 
unfeasibly, impossibly, horribly, 
unpardonably, inexcusably, 
unforgivably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
tolerably, excusably, bearably, 
acceptably, pleasantly, 
understandably. 

miles: (adj) far. 
perpetually: (adv) eternally, 

everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically. 

reunite: (v) reunify, unify, unite, 
merge, meet, gather, rejoin, integrate, 
rally, conciliate, assemble. 
ANTONYM: (v) split. 

spaces: (n) seats, seating. 
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And Leonora would answer—for she put up with this outrage for years—
Leonora, as I understand, would answer something like: 

“Yes, you would give him up. And you would go on writing to each other in 
secret, and committing adultery in hired rooms. I know the pair of you, you 
know. No. I prefer the situation as it is.” Half the time Florence would ignore 
Leonora’s remarks. She would think they were not quite ladylike. The other half 
of the time she would try to persuade Leonora that her love for Edward was 
quite spiritual—on account of her heart. Once she said: 

“If you can believe that of Maisie Maidan, as you say you do, why cannot you 
believe it of me?” Leonora was, I understand, doing her hair at that time in front 
of the mirror in her bedroom. And she looked round at Florence, to whom she 
did not usually vouchsafe a glance,—she looked round coolly and calmly, and 
said: 

“Never do you dare to mention Mrs Maidan’s name again. You murdered 
her. You and I murdered her between us. I am as much a scoundrel as you. I 
don’t like to be reminded of it.” 

Florence went off at once into a babble of how could she have hurt a person 
whom she hardly knew, a person whom with the best intentions, in pursuance of 
her efforts to leave the world a little brighter, she had tried to save from Edward. 
That was how she figured it out to herself. She really thought that... So Leonora 
said patiently: 

“Very well, just put it that I killed her and that it’s a painful subject. One does 
not like to think that one had killed someone. Naturally not. I ought never to 
have brought her from India.” And that, indeed, is exactly how Leonora looked 
at it. It is stated a little baldly, but Leonora was always a great one for bald 
statements.%

What had happened on the day of our jaunt to the ancient city of M---- had 
been this: 

Leonora, who had been even then filled with pity and contrition for the poor 
child, on returning to our hotel had gone straight to Mrs Maidan’s room. She had 
wanted just to pet her. And she had perceived at first only, on the clear, round 
table covered with red velvet, a letter addressed to her. It ran something like: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adultery: (n) infidelity, criminal 
conversation, adulterer, falseness, 
treachery, betrayal, faithlessness, love 
affair; (adj) advoutry, crim, harlotry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faithfulness, 
fidelity. 

baldly: (adv) nakedly, barely, plainly, 
frankly, bleakly, nudely, flatly, dully, 
starkly, drily, forthrightly. 

contrition: (n) compunction, 
repentance, regret, remorse, 
contriteness, penance, sorrow, shame, 

abrasion, attrition; (v) confrication. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pride, apathy, 
indifference, shamelessness. 

jaunt: (n, v) journey, drive, trip, 
outing, ride; (v) travel, airing; (n) 
expedition, junket, run, tour. 

ladylike: (adj) feminine, refined, 
gentle, womanly, genteel, maidenly, 
matronly, wifely, dainty, well-bred, 
mannerly. ANTONYM: (adj) coarse. 

pursuance: (n) prosecution, execution, 
pursuit, implementation, fulfillment, 

achievement, search, quest, 
fulfilment, exercise, chase. 

remarks: (n) commentary, 
explanation. 

scoundrel: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, 
blackguard, cad, villain, ruffian, 
miscreant, crook, rapscallion, varlet, 
scalawag. 

vouchsafe: (v) grant, condescend, 
allow, confer, stoop, give, please, 
bestow; (n, v) accord; (adv) have the 
goodness, will you. 
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“Oh, Mrs Ashburnham, how could you have done it? I trusted you so. You 
never talked to me about me and Edward, but I trusted you. How could you buy 
me from my husband? I have just heard how you have—in the hall they were 
talking about it, Edward and the American lady. You paid the money for me to 
come here. Oh, how could you? How could you? I am going straight back to 
Bunny...” Bunny was Mrs Maidan’s husband.%

And Leonora said that, as she went on reading the letter, she had, without 
looking round her, a sense that that hotel room was cleared, that there were no 
papers on the table, that there were no clothes on the hooks, and that there was a 
strained silence—a silence, she said, as if there were something in the room that 
drank up such sounds as there were. She had to fight against that feeling, whilst 
she read the postscript of the letter. 

“I did not know you wanted me for an adulteress,” the postscript began. The 
poor child was hardly literate. “It was surely not right of you and I never wanted 
to be one. And I heard Edward call me a poor little rat to the American lady. He 
always called me a little rat in private, and I did not mind. But, if he called me it 
to her, I think he does not love me any more. Oh, Mrs Ashburnham, you knew 
the world and I knew nothing. I thought it would be all right if you thought it 
could, and I thought you would not have brought me if you did not, too. You 
should not have done it, and we out of the same convent...” 

Leonora said that she screamed when she read that. 
And then she saw that Maisie’s boxes were all packed, and she began a 

search for Mrs Maidan herself—all over the hotel. The manager said that Mrs 
Maidan had paid her bill, and had gone up to the station to ask the 
Reiseverkehrsbureau to make her out a plan for her immediate return to Chitral. 
He imagined that he had seen her come back, but he was not quite certain. No 
one in the large hotel had bothered his head about the child. And she, wandering 
solitarily in the hall, had no doubt sat down beside a screen that had Edward 
and Florence on the other side. I never heard then or after what had passed 
between that precious couple. I fancy Florence was just about beginning her 
cutting out of poor dear Edward by addressing to him some words of friendly 
warning as to the ravages he might be making in the girl’s heart. That would be 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

hooks: (n) maulers, meat hooks. 
imagined: (adj) fanciful, notional, 

unreal, fancied, fictitious, 
nonexistent, unseen, hypothetical, 
feigned, dubious, doubtful. 

literate: (adj) learned, erudite, 
scholarly, lettered, literary, cultured; 
(n) scholar, someone, soul, 
somebody; (v) alliterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) illiterate, 
uneducated. 

postscript: (n) appendix, addendum,  

supplement, addition, continuation, 
epilogue, codicil, PS, annotation, 
footnote, late addition. ANTONYMS: 
(n) introduction, preface. 

ravages: (n) devastation, destruction, 
negative effects. 

solitarily: (adv) forlornly, desolately, 
lonesomely, reclusely, uniquely, 
singlely, lonely, desertedly, 
individually, solely, onely. 

strained: (adj) tense, labored, intense, 
constrained, laboured, unnatural,  

nervous, affected, taut, artificial, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
calm. 

trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
trusty, reliable. 

wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
(adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident. 
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the sort of way she would begin. And Edward would have sentimentally 
assured her that there was nothing in it; that Maisie was just a poor little rat 
whose passage to Nauheim his wife had paid out of her own pocket. That would 
have been enough to do the trick.%

For the trick was pretty efficiently done. Leonora, with panic growing and 
with contrition very large in her heart, visited every one of the public rooms of 
the hotel—the dining-room, the lounge, the schreibzimmer, the winter garden. 
God knows what they wanted with a winter garden in an hotel that is only open 
from May till October. But there it was. And then Leonora ran—yes, she ran up 
the stairs—to see if Maisie had not returned to her rooms. She had determined to 
take that child right away from that hideous place. It seemed to her to be all 
unspeakable. I do not mean to say that she was not quite cool about it. Leonora 
was always Leonora. But the cold justice of the thing demanded that she should 
play the part of mother to this child who had come from the same convent. She 
figured it out to amount to that. She would leave Edward to Florence and to 
me—and she would devote all her time to providing that child with an 
atmosphere of love until she could be returned to her poor young husband. It 
was naturally too late. 

She had not cared to look round Maisie’s rooms at first. Now, as soon as she 
came in, she perceived, sticking out beyond the bed, a small pair of feet in high-
heeled shoes. Maisie had died in the effort to strap up a great portmanteau. She 
had died so grotesquely that her little body had fallen forward into the trunk, 
and it had closed upon her, like the jaws of a gigantic alligator. The key was in 
her hand. Her dark hair, like the hair of a Japanese, had come down and covered 
her body and her face. 

Leonora lifted her up—she was the merest featherweight—and laid her on 
the bed with her hair about her. She was smiling, as if she had just scored a goal 
in a hockey match. You understand she had not committed suicide. Her heart 
had just stopped. I saw her, with the long lashes on the cheeks, with the smile 
about the lips, with the flowers all about her. The stem of a white lily rested in 
her hand so that the spike of flowers was upon her shoulder. She looked like a 
bride in the sunlight of the mortuary candles that were all about her, and the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alligator: (n) lagarto, mosquito, 
leather, octopus, mugger, gator, 
crocodile, crocodilian. 

gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, 
large, huge, giant, stupendous, 
monstrous, vast, big, immense, 
massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
tiny, little, insignificant, short, 
miniature. 

grotesquely: (adv) monstrously, 
ludicrously, unnaturally, anticly, 
funnily, hideously, ridiculously,  

bizarrely, fantasticly, fantastically, 
drolly. 

mortuary: (n) crematorium, dead 
room, crematory, undertaker, 
cadaver storage, mute, funeral parlor, 
funeral home, funeral parlour; (adj) 
sepulchral, ghastly. 

portmanteau: (n) valise, Gladstone, 
portmanteau word, blend, Gladstone 
bag, word, suitcase, box, blending, 
grip, portmantle. 

sentimentally: (adv) romanticly,  

romantically, gushingly, mushily, 
slushily, effusively, softly, maudlinly, 
silly, tenderly, mawkishly. 

spike: (n) pin, barb, ear, needle, 
prickle; (adj, n) point; (v) pierce, nail, 
transfix, spear, lace. 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, dreadful, 
awful, terrible, inexpressible, nasty, 
horrible, atrocious, indefinable, 
shocking; (adj, v) unutterable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, wonderful, 
pleasant, good, lovely, bearable. 
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white %coifs of the two nuns that knelt at her feet with their faces hidden might 
have been two swans that were to bear her away to kissing-kindness land, or 
wherever it is. Leonora showed her to me. She would not let either of the others 
see her. She wanted, you know, to spare poor dear Edward’s feelings. He never 
could bear the sight of a corpse. And, since she never gave him an idea that 
Maisie had written to her, he imagined that the death had been the most natural 
thing in the world. He soon got over it. Indeed, it was the one affair of his about 
which he never felt much remorse. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

affair: (n) occurrence, event, business, 
concern, occasion, job, topic, duty, 
subject, amour, thing. 

bear: (v) accept, take, stand, acquit, 
abide, allow, wear, comport, tolerate, 
convey, teem. ANTONYMS: (v) 
release, avoid, destroy, dodge, take, 
eradicate, evade, kill, refuse, erase; 
(n) bull. 

corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, dead 
person, stiff, dead body, remains, 
corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) lich. 

hidden: (adj) clandestine, concealed, 
obscure, dark, secret, latent, covert, 
invisible, arcane, covered; (adj, v) 
confidential. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exposed, open, active, noticeable, 
overt, revealing, known, explicit, 
mainstream, transparent, visible. 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness. 

spare: (adj, v) free, reserve, save, thin; 
(adj) slender, slight, additional, lean; 
(adj, n) extra, excess; (v) exempt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortfall, original; 
(adj) principal, fat, basic, abundant, 
stout; (v) need, include. 

swans: (n) geese, Anseriformes, order 
Anseriformes, ducks, screamers. 

wherever: (adv) anywhere, 
wheresoever, everywhere, where'er; 
(n) anyplace. 
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I  

 
 
The %death of Mrs Maidan occurred on the 4th of August, 1904. And then 

nothing happened until the 4th of August, 1913. There is the curious coincidence 
of dates, but I do not know whether that is one of those sinister, as if half jocular 
and altogether merciless proceedings on the part of a cruel Providence that we 
call a coincidence. Because it may just as well have been the superstitious mind 
of Florence that forced her to certain acts, as if she had been hypnotized. It is, 
however, certain that the 4th of August always proved a significant date for her. 
To begin with, she was born on the 4th of August. Then, on that date, in the year 
1899, she set out with her uncle for the tour round the world in company with a 
young man called Jimmy. But that was not merely a coincidence. Her kindly old 
uncle, with the supposedly damaged heart, was in his delicate way, offering her, 
in this trip, a birthday present to celebrate her coming of age. Then, on the 4th of 
August, 1900, she yielded to an action that certainly coloured her whole life—as 
well as mine. She had no luck. She was probably offering herself a birthday 
present that morning... On the 4th of August, 1901, she married me, and set sail 
for Europe in a great gale of wind—the gale that affected her heart. And no 
doubt there, again, she was offering herself a birthday gift—the birthday gift of 
my miserable life. It occurs to me that I have never told you anything about my 
marriage. That was like this: I have told you, as I think, that I first met Florence at 
the Stuyvesants’, in Fourteenth Street. And, from that moment, I determined 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

called: (adj) named, titled, chosen, 
known as; (v) nempt, ycleped. 

coincidence: (n) chance, accident, 
conformity, conjunction, coexistence, 
consistency, unison, correspondence, 
concurrence, appulse; (v) coincide. 
ANTONYM: (n) plan. 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze. 

hypnotized: (adj, v) mesmerized, rapt, 

transfixed; (adj) fascinated, 
mesmerised, captive, enchanted, 
spellbound; (v) engrossed in, riveted, 
absorbed. 

jocular: (adj) jocose, amusing, comical, 
facetious, funny, cheerful, jesting, 
hilarious, droll, frolicsome, bright. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) solemn, gloomy. 

merciless: (adj) brutal, pitiless, 
unmerciful, remorseless, heartless, 
implacable, inhuman, hard, grim, 
barbarous, unfeeling. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) charitable, kind, humane, soft, 
caring, tolerant. 

sinister: (adj) dark, forbidding, black, 
menacing, wicked, baleful, 
threatening, malevolent, malign, 
inauspicious, vicious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) innocent, hospitable, good, 
normal, favorable. 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious. 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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with all the obstinacy of a possibly weak nature, if not to make her mine, at least 
to marry her. I had no occupation—I had no business affairs. I simply camped 
down there in Stamford, in a vile hotel, and just passed my days in the house, or 
on the verandah of the Misses Hurlbird. The Misses Hurlbird, in an odd, 
obstinate way, did not like my presence. But they were hampered by the 
national manners of these occasions. Florence had her own sitting-room. She 
could ask to it whom she liked, and I simply walked into that apartment. I was as 
timid as you will, but in that matter I was like a chicken that is determined to get 
across the road in front of an automobile. I would walk into Florence’s pretty, 
little, old-fashioned room, take off my hat, and sit down.%

Florence had, of course, several other fellows, too—strapping young New 
Englanders, who worked during the day in New York and spent only the 
evenings in the village of their birth. And, in the evenings, they would march in 
on Florence with almost as much determination as I myself showed. And I am 
bound to say that they were received with as much disfavour as was my 
portion—from the Misses Hurlbird... 

They were curious old creatures, those two. It was almost as if they were 
members of an ancient family under some curse—they were so gentlewomanly, 
so proper, and they sighed so. Sometimes I would see tears in their eyes. I do not 
know that my courtship of Florence made much progress at first. Perhaps that 
was because it took place almost entirely during the daytime, on hot afternoons, 
when the clouds of dust hung like fog, right up as high as the tops of the thin-
leaved elms. The night, I believe, is the proper season for the gentle feats of love, 
not a Connecticut July afternoon, when any sort of proximity is an almost 
appalling thought. But, if I never so much as kissed Florence, she let me discover 
very easily, in the course of a fortnight, her simple wants. And I could supply 
those wants... 

She wanted to marry a gentleman of leisure; she wanted a European 
establishment. She wanted her husband to have an English accent, an income of 
fifty thousand dollars a year from real estate and no ambitions to increase that 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

automobile: (n) auto, motor vehicle, 
bus, machine, vehicle, jalopy, sports 
car, cab, motorcar, motor car, 
ambulance. 

courtship: (n) courting, wooing, love, 
bundling, the soft impeachment, 
prayer, entreaty, gallantry, addresses, 
cause, affection. 

disfavour: (n) disapproval, dislike, 
displeasure, reprobation; (v) 
disadvantage, hinder; (adj) 
handicapped. 

dollars: (n) bread. 
hampered: (adj) impeded, confined, 

fraught, held back, in an inferior 
position, disadvantaged, weighed 
down, loaded, in a weak position, 
responsible, troubled. 

obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, firmness, 
bullheadedness, determination, 
contumacy, mulishness, impenitence, 
resolve, resoluteness, impenitency, 
pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cooperation, compliance. 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle. 

verandah: (n) gallery, porch, picture 
gallery, lanai, heading, drift, art 
gallery. 

 

  



Ford Madox Ford 61

income. And—she faintly hinted—she did not want much physical passion in the 
affair. Americans, you know, can envisage such unions without blinking.%

She gave cut this information in floods of bright talk—she would pop a little 
bit of it into comments over a view of the Rialto, Venice, and, whilst she was 
brightly describing Balmoral Castle, she would say that her ideal husband would 
he one who could get her received at the British Court. She had spent, it seemed, 
two months in Great Britain—seven weeks in touring from Stratford to 
Strathpeffer, and one as paying guest in an old English family near Ledbury, an 
impoverished, but still stately family, called Bagshawe. They were to have spent 
two months more in that tranquil bosom, but inopportune events, apparently in 
her uncle’s business, had caused their rather hurried return to Stamford. The 
young man called Jimmy had remained in Europe to perfect his knowledge of 
that continent. He certainly did: he was most useful to us afterwards. 

But the point that came out—that there was no mistaking—was that Florence 
was coldly and calmly determined to take no look at any man who could not 
give her a European settlement. Her glimpse of English home life had effected 
this. She meant, on her marriage, to have a year in Paris, and then to have her 
husband buy some real estate in the neighbourhood of Fordingbridge, from 
which place the Hurlbirds had come in the year 1688. On the strength of that she 
was going to take her place in the ranks of English county society. That was 
fixed. 

I used to feel mightily elevated when I considered these details, for I could 
not figure out that amongst her acquaintances in Stamford there was any fellow 
that would fill the bill. The most of them were not as wealthy as I, and those that 
were were not the type to give up the fascinations of Wall Street even for the 
protracted companionship of Florence. But nothing really happened during the 
month of July. On the 1st of August Florence apparently told her aunts that she 
intended to marry me. 

She had not told me so, but there was no doubt about the aunts, for, on that 
afternoon, Miss Florence Hurlbird, Senior, stopped me on my way to Florence’s 
sitting-room and took me, agitatedly, into the parlour. It was a singular 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acquaintances: (n) associates. 
agitatedly: (adv) restlessly, 

disturbedly, uneasily, nervously, 
anxiously, restively, upsetly, 
hysterically, frenziedly, tensely, 
perturbedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
serenely, peacefully. 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) embrace; 
(v) cherish, hug; (adj) intimate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) outside, exteriority.

companionship: (n) company, society, 

fellowship, camaraderie, partnership, 
friendship, fraternity, amity, 
coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude. 

impoverished: (adj) indigent, broke, 
needy, poor, penniless, miserable, 
impecunious, bankrupt, barren, 
broken, strapped. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rich, enriched, solvent. 

inopportune: (adj) inconvenient, 
inappropriate, improper,  

inexpedient, awkward, 
disadvantageous, unfitting, unapt, 
unfortunate, untimely, untoward. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) opportune, 
timely, appropriate, fortunate, 
convenient, suitable. 

mightily: (adv) powerfully, 
vigorously, strongly, greatly, 
potently, fiercely, sturdily, violently, 
robustly, puissantly, vastly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) weakly, slightly. 

ranks: (n) rank and file. 
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interview, in that old-fashioned colonial room, with the spindle-legged furniture, 
the silhouettes, the miniatures, the portrait of General Braddock, and the smell of 
lavender. You see, the two poor maiden ladies were in agonies—and they could 
not say one single thing direct. They would almost wring their hands and ask if I 
had considered such a thing as different temperaments. I assure you they were 
almost affectionate, concerned for me even, as if Florence were too bright for my 
solid and serious virtues.%

For they had discovered in me solid and serious virtues. That might have 
been because I had once dropped the remark that I preferred General Braddock 
to General Washington. For the Hurlbirds had backed the losing side in the War 
of Independence, and had been seriously impoverished and quite efficiently 
oppressed for that reason. The Misses Hurlbird could never forget it. 

Nevertheless they shuddered at the thought of a European career for myself 
and Florence. Each of them really wailed when they heard that that was what I 
hoped to give their niece. That may have been partly because they regarded 
Europe as a sink of iniquity, where strange laxities prevailed. They thought the 
Mother Country as Erastian as any other. And they carried their protests to 
extraordinary lengths, for them... 

They even, almost, said that marriage was a sacrament; but neither Miss 
Florence nor Miss Emily could quite bring herself to utter the word. And they 
almost brought themselves to say that Florence’s early life had been 
characterized by flirtations—something of that sort. 

I know I ended the interview by saying: 
“I don’t care. If Florence has robbed a bank I am going to marry her and take 

her to Europe.” And at that Miss Emily wailed and fainted. But Miss Florence, in 
spite of the state of her sister, threw herself on my neck and cried out: “Don’t do 
it, John. Don’t do it. You’re a good young man,” and she added, whilst I was 
getting out of the room to send Florenc to her aunt’s rescue: 

“We ought to tell you more. But she’s our dear sister’s child.” 
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affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, cordial, 
caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) fatherly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, callous, 
undemonstrative, aloof, cool, 
disapproving, reserved, antagonistic, 
paternal, rough. 

iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) 
inequity, wickedness, immorality, 
injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, 
villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
goodness, good. 

lavender: (adj) lilac, purple, puce, light 
purple, pale purple, indigo, 
chromatic; (adj, n) violet, amethyst; 
(n) shrub, genus Lavandula. 

maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 
damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; (adj) 
first, initiatory, unmarried. 

oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, ladened, 
loaded. 

sacrament: (n) token, penance, rite,  

ritual, liturgy, symbol, communion, 
baptism, Eucharist, confirmation, 
ceremony. 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, 
maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, 
v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony. 

wring: (n, v) squeeze; (v) twist, 
wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 
distort, extract, twine, contort, rack. 
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Florence, I remember, received me with a chalk-pale face and the 
exclamation: 

“Have those old cats been saying anything against me?” But I assured her 
that they had not and hurried her into the room of her strangely afflicted 
relatives. I had really forgotten all about that exclamation of Florence’s until this 
moment. She treated me so very well—with such tact—that, if I ever thought of it 
afterwards I put it down to her deep affection for me.%

And that evening, when I went to fetch her for a buggy-ride, she had 
disappeared. I did not lose any time. I went into New York and engaged berths 
on the “Pocahontas”, that was to sail on the evening of the fourth of the month, 
and then, returning to Stamford, I tracked out, in the course of the day, that 
Florence had been driven to Rye Station. And there I found that she had taken 
the cars to Waterbury. She had, of course, gone to her uncle’s. The old man 
received me with a stony, husky face. I was not to see Florence; she was ill; she 
was keeping her room. And, from something that he let drop—an odd Biblical 
phrase that I have forgotten—I gathered that all that family simply did not 
intend her to marry ever in her life. 

I procured at once the name of the nearest minister and a rope ladder—you 
have no idea how primitively these matters were arranged in those days in the 
United States. I daresay that may be so still. And at one o’clock in the morning of 
the 4th of August I was standing in Florence’s bedroom. I was so one-minded in 
my purpose that it never struck me there was anything improper in being, at one 
o’clock in the morning, in Florence’s bedroom. I just wanted to wake her up. She 
was not, however, asleep. She expected me, and her relatives had only just left 
her. She received me with an embrace of a warmth... Well, it was the first time I 
had ever been embraced by a woman—and it was the last when a woman’s 
embrace has had in it any warmth for me... I suppose it was my own fault, what 
followed. At any rate, I was in such a hurry to get the wedding over, and was so 
afraid of her relatives finding me there, that I must have received her advances 
with a certain amount of absence of mind. I was out of that room and down the 
ladder in under half a minute. She kept me waiting at the foot an unconscionable 
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advances: (v) access, approach. 
afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 

stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased. 

embraced: (adj) popular. 
exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 

exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis. 

husky: (adj) hoarse, gruff, burly, big, 
dry, raucous, beefy, strapping,  

brawny, sturdy; (n) Eskimo dog. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) high, puny, small, 
smooth, soft. 

ladder: (n, v) run; (n) stair, stepladder, 
steps, stairs, degree, washboard, 
flight of stairs, stile, stairway, 
staircase. 

primitively: (adv) primordially, 
primevally, rudimentarily, 
unsophisticatedly, basically, 
primarily, fundamentally, 
elementarily, archaically, rudely,  

pristinely. 
rope: (n, v) lasso, leash, tie, tape; (n) 

lariat, noose, hawser, line, string, 
cord, thread. 

sail: (n, v) cruise, float, voyage, sheet; 
(v) navigate, run, glide, drift, cross, 
sweep, travel. ANTONYM: (v) 
struggle. 

stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind. 
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time—it was certainly three in the morning before we knocked up that minister. 
And I think that that wait was the only sign Florence ever showed of having a 
conscience as far as I was concerned, unless her lying for some moments in my 
arms was also a sign of conscience. I fancy that, if I had shown warmth then, she 
would have acted the proper wife to me, or would have put me back again. But, 
because I acted like a Philadelphia gentleman, she made me, I suppose, go 
through with the part of a male nurse. Perhaps she thought that I should not 
mind.%

After that, as I gather, she had not any more remorse. She was only anxious 
to carry out her plans. For, just before she came down the ladder, she called me 
to the top of that grotesque implement that I went up and down like a tranquil 
jumping-jack. I was perfectly collected. She said to me with a certain fierceness: 

“It is determined that we sail at four this afternoon? You are not lying about 
having taken berths?” 

I understood that she would naturally be anxious to get away from the 
neighbourhood of her apparently insane relatives, so that I readily excused her 
for thinking that I should be capable of lying about such a thing. I made it, 
therefore, plain to her that it was my fixed determination to sail by the 
“Pocahontas”. She said then—it was a moonlit morning, and she was whispering 
in my ear whilst I stood on the ladder. The hills that surround Waterbury 
showed, extraordinarily tranquil, around the villa. She said, almost coldly: 

“I wanted to know, so as to pack my trunks.” And she added: “I may be ill, 
you know. I guess my heart is a little like Uncle Hurlbird’s. It runs in families.” 

I whispered that the “Pocahontas” was an extraordinarily steady boat... 
Now I wonder what had passed through Florence’s mind during the two 

hours that she had kept me waiting at the foot of the ladder. I would give not a 
little to know. Till then, I fancy she had had no settled plan in her mind. She 
certainly never mentioned her heart till that time. Perhaps the renewed sight of 
her Uncle Hurlbird had given her the idea. Certainly her Aunt Emily, who had 
come over with her to Waterbury, would have rubbed into her, for hours and 
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coldly: (adv) frigidly, icily, coolly, 
indifferently, frostily, distantly, 
gelidly, reservedly, bleakly, wintrily, 
frozenly. ANTONYMS: (adv) warmly, 
affectionately, sympathetically, 
sensitively, kindly, cheerfully, 
emotionally. 

excused: (adj) privileged, immune. 
fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, 

cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence, 
wildness, ferociousness.  

ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness. 

grotesque: (adj) fantastic, bizarre, 
funny, antic, absurd, droll, strange, 
baroque, weird, ugly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, normal, 
commonplace, attractive. 

insane: (adj) foolish, daft, demented, 
mad, delirious, lunatic, fool, 
moonstruck, frantic, idiotic, nutty. 
ANTONYM: (adj) sensible. 

moonlit: (adj) moony, dreamy, bright. 

ANTONYM: (adj) moonless. 
surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 

border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, v) 
circle, inclose, ring, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free. 

tranquil: (adj, v) quiet, unruffled, 
smooth; (adj, n) peaceful; (adj) placid, 
still, serene, sedate, collected, 
composed, equable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) noisy, tense, agitated, anxious, 
troubled, bustling, loud, perturbed, 
frenetic, moving, bothered. 
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hours, the idea that any accentuated discussions would kill the old gentleman. 
That would recall to her mind all the safeguards against excitement with which 
the poor silly old gentleman had been hedged in during their trip round the 
world. That, perhaps, put it into her head. Still, I believe there was some remorse 
on my account, too. Leonora told me that Florence said there was—for Leonora 
knew all about it, and once went so far as to ask her how she could do a thing so 
infamous. She excused herself on the score of an overmastering passion. Well, I 
always say that an overmastering passion is a good excuse for feelings. You 
cannot help them. And it is a good excuse for straight actions—she might have 
bolted with the fellow, before or after she married me. And, if they had not 
enough money to get along with, they might have cut their throats, or sponged 
on her family, though, of course, Florence wanted such a lot that it would have 
suited her very badly to have for a husband a clerk in a dry-goods store, which 
was what old Hurlbird would have made of that fellow. He hated him. No, I do 
not think that there is much excuse for Florence.%

God knows. She was a frightened fool, and she was fantastic, and I suppose 
that, at that time, she really cared for that imbecile. He certainly didn’t care for 
her. Poor thing... At any rate, after I had assured her that the “Pocahontas” was a 
steady ship, she just said: “You’ll have to look after me in certain ways—like 
Uncle Hurlbird is looked after. I will tell you how to do it.” And then she 
stepped over the sill, as if she were stepping on board a boat. I suppose she had 
burnt hers! 

I had, no doubt, eye-openers enough. When we re-entered the Hurlbird 
mansion at eight o’clock the Hurlbirds were just exhausted. Florence had a hard, 
triumphant air. We had got married about four in the morning and had sat about 
in the woods above the town till then, listening to a mocking-bird imitate an old 
tom-cat. So I guess Florence had not found getting married to me a very 
stimulating process. I had not found anything much more inspiring to say than 
how glad I was, with variations. I think I was too dazed. Well, the Hurlbirds 
were too dazed to say much. We had breakfast together, and then Florence went 
to pack her grips and things. Old Hurlbird took the opportunity to read me a 
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dazed: (adj) bewildered, stunned, 
dumbfounded, muzzy, stupefied, 
dizzy, stupid, groggy, amazed, 
astounded, bleary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, unimpressed, 
conscious. 

hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned, 
restricted; (adj) bounded. 

hers: (pron) she, his; (adj) own. 
imitate: (n, v) duplicate; (v) forge, ape, 

emulate, follow, feign, counterfeit, 
mimic, mock, assume, act. 

infamous: (adj) disreputable, flagrant, 
notorious, disgraceful, 
dishonourable, contemptible; (adj, v) 
foul, shameful, base; (adj, n, v) 
scandalous; (adj, adv, v) nefarious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reputable, 
famous. 

inspiring: (adj) rousing, provocative, 
inspire, inspirational, inspiringly, 
heartening, encourage, entertaining, 
exhilarating, hopeful, imposing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ridiculous,  

uninspiring, banal, boring, dull, 
unimpressive. 

mansion: (n) house, manor, residence, 
castle, home, manor house, hall, 
building, palace, villa, abode. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hovel, shack, hut. 

overmastering: (adj) deeply felt, deep, 
lowly, profound. 

sill: (n) ledge, threshold, doorstep, 
rung, step, round, stone, cornerstone, 
sole, window sill, windowsill. 

stepping: (n) steps. 
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full-blooded lecture, in the style of an American oration, as to the perils for 
young American girlhood lurking in the European jungle. He said that Paris was 
full of snakes in the grass, of which he had had bitter experience. He concluded, 
as they always do, poor, dear old things, with the aspiration that all American 
women should one day be sexless—though that is not the way they put it...%

Well, we made the ship all right by one-thirty—an there was a tempest 
blowing. That helped Florence a good deal. For we were not ten minutes out 
from Sandy Hook before Florence went down into her cabin and her heart took 
her. An agitated stewardess came running up to me, and I went running down. I 
got my directions how to behave to my wife. Most of them came from her, 
though it was the ship doctor who discreetly suggested to me that I had better 
refrain from manifestations of affection. I was ready enough. I was, of course, full 
of remorse. It occurred to me that her heart was the reason for the Hurlbirds’ 
mysterious desire to keep their youngest and dearest unmarried. Of course, they 
would be too refined to put the motive into words. They were old stock New 
Englanders. They would not want to have to suggest that a husband must not 
kiss the back of his wife’s neck. They would not like to suggest that he might, for 
the matter of that. I wonder, though, how Florence got the doctor to enter the 
conspiracy—the several doctors. 

Of course her heart squeaked a bit—she had the same configuration of the 
lungs as her Uncle Hurlbird. And, in his company, she must have heard a great 
deal of heart talk from specialists. Anyhow, she and they tied me pretty well 
down—and Jimmy, of course, that dreary boy—what in the world did she see in 
him? He was lugubrious, silent, morose. He had no talent as a painter. He was 
very sallow and dark, and he never shaved sufficiently. He met us at Havre, and 
he proceeded to make himself useful for the next two years, during which he 
lived in our flat in Paris, whether we were there or not. He studied painting at 
Julien’s, or some such place... 

That fellow had his hands always in the pockets of his odious, square-
shouldered, broad-hipped, American coats, and his dark eyes were always full of 
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full-blooded: (adj) thoroughbred, 
flushed, ruddy, pedigree. 

girlhood: (n) adolescence, boyhood, 
maidenhood, youth, babyhood, 
youthhood, maidhood, age. 

lugubrious: (adj) dismal, gloomy, 
doleful, dark, funereal, melancholy, 
grievous, somber, dolorous, 
plaintive, miserable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cheerful. 

morose: (adj) grim, dismal, glum, dark, 
moody, grumpy, dour, depressed,  

sullen, blue, dejected. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, cheery, stable. 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice. 

oration: (n) discourse, harangue, 
lecture, speech, declamation, homily, 
tirade, say, recitation, oratory, 
language. 

sallow: (adj) pasty, pallid, bloodless, 
sickly, wan, ashen, fair, white, tawny, 
sandy; (n) osier. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dark, glowing. 

stewardess: (n) hostess, flight 
attendant, steward, birdman, 
attendant, test pilot, glider pilot, 
navigator, flier, pilot, aviator. 

tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (n) gale, 
hurricane, squall, disturbance, 
cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, 
blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity. 
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ominous appearances. He was, besides, too fat. Why, I was much the better 
man...%

And I daresay Florence would have given me the better. She showed signs of 
it. I think, perhaps, the enigmatic smile with which she used to look back at me 
over her shoulder when she went into the bathing place was a sort of invitation. I 
have mentioned that. It was as if she were saying: “I am going in here. I am 
going to stand so stripped and white and straight—and you are a man...” 
Perhaps it was that... 

No, she cannot have liked that fellow long. He looked like sallow putty. I 
understand that he had been slim and dark and very graceful at the time of her 
first disgrace. But, loafing about in Paris, on her pocket-money and on the 
allowance that old Hurlbird made him to keep out of the United States, had 
given him a stomach like a man of forty, and dyspeptic irritation on top of it. 
God, how they worked me! It was those two between them who really 
elaborated the rules. I have told you something about them—how I had to head 
conversations, for all those eleven years, off such topics as love, poverty, crime, 
and so on. But, looking over what I have written, I see that I have 
unintentionally misled you when I said that Florence was never out of my sight. 
Yet that was the impression that I really had until just now. When I come to think 
of it she was out of my sight most of the time. 

You see, that fellow impressed upon me that what Florence needed most of 
all were sleep and privacy. I must never enter her room without knocking, or her 
poor little heart might flutter away to its doom. He said these things with his 
lugubrious croak, and his black eyes like a crow’s, so that I seemed to see poor 
Florence die ten times a day—a little, pale, frail corpse. Why, I would as soon 
have thought of entering her room without her permission as of burgling a 
church. I would sooner have committed that crime. I would certainly have done 
it if I had thought the state of her heart demanded the sacrilege. So at ten o’clock 
at night the door closed upon Florence, who had gently, and, as if reluctantly, 
backed up that fellow’s recommendations; and she would wish me good night as 
if she were a cinquecento Italian lady saying good-bye to her lover. And at ten 
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cinquecento: (adj) quattrocento. 
croak: (v) buy the farm, mutter, 

murmur, complain, conk, maunder, 
growl, perish, expire, decease; (n) 
croaking. 

dyspeptic: (adj) atrabilious, irritable, 
liverish, ill-natured, biliary; (n) 
sufferer, diseased person. 

elaborated: (adj) elaborate, careful, 
finished, wrought. 

flutter: (adj, n, v) bustle, flurry; (n, v) 
beat, palpitate, flap, wave, waver,  

quiver; (v) flit, flitter; (n) excitement. 
good-bye: (n) bye, farewell, goodbye, 

goodby, vale, adios, cheerio. 
loafing: (n) idleness, dalliance, dolce 

far niente, faineance, inaction, 
inactivity; (adj) lazy, unemployed. 

mentioned: (adj) spoken. 
putty: (n) cement, paste, glue, lute, 

mastic, filler, solder, gum, stucco, tin 
oxide; (v) apply. 

sacrilege: (n) profanity, profanation, 
violation, curse, defilement,  

sacrilegiousness, impiety, vulgarity; 
(adj, n) blasphemy, desecration; (v) 
violate. ANTONYMS: (n) piety, 
respectfulness, reverence, 
consecration. 

unintentionally: (adv) unwittingly, by 
chance, inadvertently, by accident, 
unexpectedly, involuntarily, 
unconsciously, fortuitously, by 
mistake, unintendedly, unplannedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
purposely, knowingly. 
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o’clock of the next morning there she would come out the door of her room as 
fresh as Venus rising from any of the couches that are mentioned in Greek 
legends.%

Her room door was locked because she was nervous about thieves; but an 
electric contrivance on a cord was understood to be attached to her little wrist. 
She had only to press a bulb to raise the house. And I was provided with an 
axe—an axe!—great gods, with which to break down her door in case she ever 
failed to answer my knock, after I knocked really loud several times. It was 
pretty well thought out, you see. 

What wasn’t so well thought out were the ultimate consequences—our being 
tied to Europe. For that young man rubbed it so well into me that Florence 
would die if she crossed the Channel—he impressed it so fully on my mind that, 
when later Florence wanted to go to Fordingbridge, I cut the proposal short—
absolutely short, with a curt no. It fixed her and it frightened her. I was even 
backed up by all the doctors. I seemed to have had endless interviews with 
doctor after doctor, cool, quiet men, who would ask, in reasonable tones, 
whether there was any reason for our going to England—any special reason. 
And since I could not see any special reason, they would give the verdict: “Better 
not, then.” I daresay they were honest enough, as things go. They probably 
imagined that the mere associations of the steamer might have effects on 
Florence’s nerves. That would be enough, that and a conscientious desire to keep 
our money on the Continent. 

It must have rattled poor Florence pretty considerably, for you see, the main 
idea—the only main idea of her heart, that was otherwise cold—was to get to 
Fordingbridge and be a county lady in the home of her ancestors. But Jimmy got 
her, there: he shut on her the door of the Channel; even on the fairest day of blue 
sky, with the cliffs of England shining like mother of pearl in full view of Calais, I 
would not have let her cross the steamer gangway to save her life. I tell you it 
fixed her. 

It fixed her beautifully, because she could not announce herself as cured, 
since that would have put an end to the locked bedroom arrangements. And, by 
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conscientious: (adj) scrupulous, 
painstaking, honest, thorough, 
meticulous, dutiful, close, principled, 
strict; (adj, v) ethical, moral. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unconscientious, immoral, 
irresponsible, unscrupulous, 
conscienceless, corrupt, dishonest, 
inexact, slack, slipshod. 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, resource, 
plan, contraption, machine,  

apparatus. 
cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, 

mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, 
salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized. 

curt: (adj) concise, brief, abrupt, short, 
brusque, crisp, terse, laconic, rude, 
churlish, crusty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
polite, friendly, courteous, gracious, 
civil, lengthy, rambling, voluble, 
caring, loquacious, convoluted. 

gangway: (n) gangplank, gangboard, 
walkway, corridor, footbridge,  

bridge, doorway, thoroughfare, 
gateway, passageway, pass. 

gods: (n) gallery. 
rattled: (adj) hot and bothered, 

perturbed, upset, unsettled, puzzled, 
disconcerted, discomposed, 
bewildered, beside oneself, abashed, 
addled. ANTONYM: (adj) calm. 

steamer: (n) steamship, boat, liner, 
ship, Mya Arenaria, steam engine, 
sports car, roadster, clam, paddle 
steamer, cruise ship. 
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the time she was sick of Jimmy—which happened in the year 1903—she had 
taken on Edward Ashburnham. Yes, it was a bad fix for her, because Edward 
could have taken her to Fordingbridge, and, though he could not give her 
Branshaw Manor, that home of her ancestors being settled on his wife, she could 
at least have pretty considerably queened it there or thereabouts, what with our 
money and the support of the Ashburnhams. Her uncle, as soon as he considered 
that she had really settled down with me—and I sent him only the most glowing 
accounts of her virtue and constancy—made over to her a very considerable part 
of his fortune for which he had no use. I suppose that we had, between us, fifteen 
thousand a year in English money, though I never quite knew how much of hers 
went to Jimmy. At any rate, we could have shone in Fordingbridge. I never quite 
knew, either, how she and Edward got rid of Jimmy. I fancy that fat and 
disreputable raven must have had his six golden front teeth knocked down his 
throat by Edward one morning whilst I had gone out to buy some flowers in the 
Rue de la Paix, leaving Florence and the flat in charge of those two. And serve 
him very right, is all that I can say. He was a bad sort of blackmailer; I hope 
Florence does not have his company in the next world.%

As God is my Judge, I do not believe that I would have separated those two if 
I had known that they really and passionately loved each other. I do not know 
where the public morality of the case comes in, and, of course, no man really 
knows what he would have done in any given case. But I truly believe that I 
would have united them, observing ways and means as decent as I could. I 
believe that I should have given them money to live upon and that I should have 
consoled myself somehow. At that date I might have found some young thing, 
like Maisie Maidan, or the poor girl, and I might have had some peace. For peace 
I never had with Florence, and hardly believe that I cared for her in the way of 
love after a year or two of it. She became for me a rare and fragile object, 
something burdensome, but very frail. Why it was as if I had been given a thin-
shelled pullet’s egg to carry on my palm from Equatorial Africa to Hoboken. Yes, 
she became for me, as it were, the subject of a bet—the trophy of an athlete’s 
achievement, a parsley crown that is the symbol of his chastity, his soberness, 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blackmailer: (n) extortionist, 
malefactor, outlaw, felon, crook, 
racketeer, criminal. 

burdensome: (adj) weighty, heavy, 
arduous, cumbrous, oppressive, 
difficult, severe, unwieldy, 
troublesome, grave; (adj, v) 
cumbersome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
helpful, relieving, manageable, 
frivolous. 

chastity: (n) honor, purity, abstinence, 
virtue, innocence, chasteness,  

continence, modesty, cleanliness, 
austerity; (adj) honesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nymphomania, 
lewdness, adultery. 

disreputable: (adj, n, v) discreditable; 
(adj) base, dishonorable, doubtful, 
sordid, infamous, shameful, 
dishonourable, dishonest, despicable, 
notorious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honorable, respected, ethical, noble, 
decent, respectable, sporting, 
pleasant, admirable, famous, honest. 

raven: (v) guttle, feed, devour, gulp, 
harry, eat; (n) crow, plunder; (adj) 
black, jet; (n, v) gorge. 

soberness: (n) sobriety, abstinence, 
moderation, seriousness, graveness, 
gravity, temperance, abstemiousness, 
solemnity, severity, earnestness. 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, more 
or less, something like, almost, so; 
(adv, n) hereabouts. 

 



The Good Soldier 70

his abstentions, and of his inflexible will. Of intrinsic value as a wife, I think she 
had none at all for me. I fancy I was not even proud of the way she dressed.%

But her passion for Jimmy was not even a passion, and, mad as the 
suggestion may appear, she was frightened for her life. Yes, she was afraid of me. 
I will tell you how that happened. I had, in the old days, a darky servant, called 
Julius, who valeted me, and waited on me, and loved me, like the crown of his 
head. Now, when we left Waterbury to go to the “Pocahontas”, Florence 
entrusted to me one very special and very precious leather grip. She told me that 
her life might depend on that grip, which contained her drugs against heart 
attacks. And, since I was never much of a hand at carrying things, I entrusted 
this, in turn, to Julius, who was a grey-haired chap of sixty or so, and very 
picturesque at that. He made so much impression on Florence that she regarded 
him as a sort of father, and absolutely refused to let me take him to Paris. He 
would have inconvenienced her. 

Well, Julius was so overcome with grief at being left behind that he must 
needs go and drop the precious grip. I saw red, I saw purple. I flew at Julius. On 
the ferry, it was, I filled up one of his eyes; I threatened to strangle him. And, 
since an unresisting negro can make a deplorable noise and a deplorable 
spectacle, and, since that was Florence’s first adventure in the married state, she 
got a pretty idea of my character. It affirmed in her the desperate resolve to 
conceal from me the fact that she was not what she would have called “a pure 
woman”. For that was really the mainspring of her fantastic actions. She was 
afraid that I should murder her... 
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affirmed: (adj) acknowledged, 
avowed, guaranteed. 

darky: (n) darkey, blackamoor, black 
person, nigger, Negroid, Negro, 
black. 

deplorable: (adj) sad, wretched, 
criminal, calamitous, abominable, 
pitiful, lamentable, miserable, 
regrettable, sorry; (adj, v) woeful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
pleasing, laudable, happy, cheerful, 
admirable, agreeable, excellent,  

fortunate, praiseworthy. 
mainspring: (n) motive, spring, 

primum mobile, reason, ground, 
inducement, coil, grounds, 
incitement, keystone, fountain. 

negro: (n) black, darky, blackamoor, 
nigger, Negroid, black person, 
darkie, coon, moke, lightlessness; 
(adj) dark. 

picturesque: (adj, v) pictorial; (adj) 
beautiful, striking, colorful, idyllic, 
scenic, vivid, quaint, lovely,  

romantic, colourful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) drab, dull, ugly, unattractive, 
modern. 

strangle: (v) smother, stifle, 
asphyxiate, scrag, tighten, repress, 
constrict, pinch, strangulate; (adj, v) 
throttle; (n) strangling. 

unresisting: (adj) nonresisting, meek, 
inactive, submissive, resistless, 
supine, resigned, overpowering, 
servile, subdued, suffering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rebellious. 
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Let me think where we were. Oh, yes... that conversation took place on the 
4th of August, 1913. I remember saying to her that, on that day, exactly nine 
years before, I had made their acquaintance, so that it had seemed quite 
appropriate and like a birthday speech to utter my little testimonial to my friend 
Edward. I could quite confidently say that, though we four had been about 
together in all sorts of places, for all that length of time, I had not, for my part, 
one single complaint to make of either of them. And I added, that that was an 
unusual record for people who had been so much together. You are not to 
imagine that it was only at Nauheim that we met. That would not have suited 
Florence.%

I find, on looking at my diaries, that on the 4th of September, 1904, Edward 
accompanied Florence and myself to Paris, where we put him up till the twenty-
first of that month. He made another short visit to us in December of that year—
the first year of our acquaintance. It must have been during this visit that he 
knocked Mr Jimmy’s teeth down his throat. I daresay Florence had asked him to 
come over for that purpose. In 1905 he was in Paris three times—once with 
Leonora, who wanted some frocks. In 1906 we spent the best part of six weeks 
together at Mentone, and Edward stayed with us in Paris on his way back to 
London. That was how it went. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acquaintance: (n) connection, friend, 
acquaintanceship, mate, awareness, 
associate, buddy, friendship, 
intercourse, companion; (n, v) 
knowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, inexperience, 
unfamiliarity, animosity, enemy. 

confidently: (adv) hopefully, surely, 
securely, assuredly, intrepidly, 
boldly, courageously, certainly, 
sanguinely, bravely, definitely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) powerlessly,  

weakly, hesitantly, anxiously, 
uncertainly, timidly, despairingly, 
tentatively, pessimistically, 
irresolutely, awkwardly. 

diaries: (n) papers. 
places: (n) chairs, seating, spaces. 
sorts: (n) varieties, sorting, running pi, 

batter. 
suited: (adj, v) proper, fit, fitted, 

adapted, convenient; (adj) 
appropriate, good, apt, eligible, 
capable, useful. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

incompatible, wrong, inappropriate. 
testimonial: (n) testament, evidence, 

certificate, testimony, commendation, 
good word, character reference, 
credential, warrant, diploma, 
attestation. 

utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
(adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) tell. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 
(v) conceal, hide, block. 
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The fact was that in Florence the poor wretch had got hold of a Tartar, 
compared with whom Leonora was a sucking kid. He must have had a hell of a 
time. Leonora wanted to keep him for—what shall I say—for the good of her 
church, as it were, to show that Catholic women do not lose their men. Let it go 
at that, for the moment. I will write more about her motives later, perhaps. But 
Florence was sticking on to the proprietor of the home of her ancestors. No doubt 
he was also a very passionate lover. But I am convinced that he was sick of 
Florence within three years of even interrupted companionship and the life that 
she led him...%

If ever Leonora so much as mentioned in a letter that they had had a woman 
staying with them—or, if she so much as mentioned a woman’s name in a letter 
to me—off would go a desperate cable in cipher to that poor wretch at 
Branshaw, commanding him on pain of an instant and horrible disclosure to 
come over and assure her of his fidelity. I daresay he would have faced it out; I 
daresay he would have thrown over Florence and taken the risk of exposure. But 
there he had Leonora to deal with. And Leonora assured him that, if the minutest 
fragment of the real situation ever got through to my senses, she would wreak 
upon him the most terrible vengeance that she could think of. And he did not 
have a very easy job. Florence called for more and more attentions from him as 
the time went on. She would make him kiss her at any moment of the day; and it 
was only by his making it plain that a divorced lady could never assume a 
position in the county of Hampshire that he could prevent her from making a 
bolt of it with him in her train. Oh, yes, it was a difficult job for him. 

For Florence, if you please, gaining in time a more composed view of nature, 
and overcome by her habits of garrulity, arrived at a frame of mind in which she 
found it almost necessary to tell me all about it—nothing less than that. She said 
that her situation was too unbearable with regard to me. 

She proposed to tell me all, secure a divorce from me, and go with Edward 
and settle in California... I do not suppose that she was really serious in this. It 
would have meant the extinction of all hopes of Branshaw Manor for her. Besides 
she had got it into her head that Leonora, who was as sound as a roach, was 
consumptive. She was always begging Leonora, before me, to go and see a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cipher: (n) zero, nothing, number, nil, 
nobody, null; (n, v) figure, cypher, 
code; (v) calculate; (adj, n) nonentity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) infinity; (v) encode, 
decode, code, scramble. 

consumptive: (adj) hectic, wasteful, 
harmful, emaciated, constitutional, 
cadaverous, phthisical; (n) sufferer, 
wasting, lunger, invalid. 

garrulity: (n) loquacity, talkativeness, 
loquaciousness, garrulousness, 
communicativeness, volubility. 

roach: (n) rotch , stub, dace, oriental 
cockroach, blackbeetle, oriental 
roach, Mexican Valium, giant 
cockroach, forget me drug, family 
Cyprinidae, dictyopterous insect. 

sucking: (n) suck, intake, uptake, 
aspiration, ingestion, consumption. 

unbearable: (adj) insufferable, 
excruciating, insupportable, 
unendurable, hateful, unacceptable, 
repugnant, impossible, grievous, 
enormous, dreadful. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) bearable, manageable, 
imperceptible, tolerable, wonderful, 
lovable, nice, pleasant. 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance. 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize. 
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doctor. But, none the less, poor Edward seems to have believed in her 
determination to carry him off. He would not have gone; he cared for his wife 
too much. But, if Florence had put him at it, that would have meant my getting to 
know of it, and his incurring Leonora’s vengeance. And she could have made it 
pretty hot for him in ten or a dozen different ways. And she assured me that she 
would have used every one of them. She was determined to spare my feelings. 
And she was quite aware that, at that date, the hottest she could have made it for 
him would have been to refuse, herself, ever to see him again...%

Well, I think I have made it pretty clear. Let me come to the 4th of August, 
1913, the last day of my absolute ignorance—and, I assure you, of my perfect 
happiness. For the coming of that dear girl only added to it all. 

On that 4th of August I was sitting in the lounge with a rather odious 
Englishman called Bagshawe, who had arrived that night, too late for dinner. 
Leonora had just gone to bed and I was waiting for Florence and Edward and the 
girl to come back from a concert at the Casino. They had not gone there all 
together. Florence, I remember, had said at first that she would remain with 
Leonora, and me, and Edward and the girl had gone off alone. And then Leonora 
had said to Florence with perfect calmness: 

“I wish you would go with those two. I think the girl ought to have the 
appearance of being chaperoned with Edward in these places. I think the time 
has come.” So Florence, with her light step, had slipped out after them. She was 
all in black for some cousin or other. Americans are particular in those matters. 

We had gone on sitting in the lounge till towards ten, when Leonora had 
gone up to bed. It had been a very hot day, but there it was cool. The man called 
Bagshawe had been reading The Times on the other side of the room, but then he 
moved over to me with some trifling question as a prelude to suggesting an 
acquaintance. I fancy he asked me something About the poll-tax on Kur-guests, 
and whether it could not be sneaked out of. He was that sort of person. 

Well, he was an unmistakable man, with a military figure, rather 
exaggerated, with bulbous eyes that avoided your own, and a pallid complexion 
that suggested vices practised in secret along with an uneasy desire for making 
acquaintance at whatever cost... The filthy toad... 
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bulbous: (adj) bulging, bellying, 
circular, bellied, inflated, spherical, 
rotund, protrusive, bulblike, swollen; 
(n) rounder. 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, 
nervousness, restlessness, panic, fury, 
unrest, intensity, discomposure, 
bustle, annoyance, noise. 

cousin: (n) nephew, cousins, friend,  

cousinship, relation, akin, relative, 
full cousin, companion. 

hottest: (adj) most modern, most 
recent, newest, latest. 

pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 
lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid. 

prelude: (n) preliminary, preface, 
introduction, beginning, overture, 
preamble, foreword, inception,  

opening, proem, prolusion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) postscript, 
conclusion, ending. 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance. 
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He began by telling me that he came from Ludlow Manor, near Ledbury. The 
name had a slightly familiar sound, though I could not fix it in my mind. Then he 
began to talk about a duty on hops, about Californian hops, about Los Angeles, 
where he had been. He fencing for a topic with which he might gain my 
affection.%

And then, quite suddenly, in the bright light of the street, I saw Florence 
running. It was like that—I saw Florence running with a face whiter than paper 
and her hand on the black stuff over her heart. I tell you, my own heart stood 
still; I tell you I could not move. She rushed in at the swing doors. She looked 
round that place of rush chairs, cane tables and newspapers. She saw me and 
opened her lips. She saw the man who was talking to me. She stuck her hands 
over her face as if she wished to push her eyes out. And she was not there any 
more. 

I could not move; I could not stir a finger. And then that man said: 
“By Jove: Florry Hurlbird.” He turned upon me with an oily and uneasy 

sound meant for a laugh. He was really going to ingratiate himself with me. “Do 
you know who that is?” he asked. “The last time I saw that girl she was coming 
out of the bedroom of a young man called Jimmy at five o’clock in the morning. 
In my house at Ledbury. You saw her recognize me.” He was standing on his 
feet, looking down at me. I don’t know what I looked like. At any rate, he gave a 
sort of gurgle and then stuttered: 

“Oh, I say...” Those were the last words I ever heard of Mr Bagshawe’s. A 
long time afterwards I pulled myself out of the lounge and went up to Florence’s 
room. She had not locked the door—for the first time of our married life. She was 
lying, quite respectably arranged, unlike Mrs Maidan, on her bed. She had a 
little phial that rightly should have contained nitrate of amyl, in her right hand. 
That was on the 4th of August, 1913. 
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cane: (n, v) scourge, whip; (v) flog, 
beat, birch, thrash, lash; (n) stick, bat, 
rattan, twig. 

fencing: (n) swordplay, enclosure, 
paling, evasion, barrier, railing, 
inclosure, weir; (v) prevarication, 
equivocation, fraud. 

hops: (n) bine, leaps, beer, common 
hops, common hop. 

ingratiate: (v) fawn, hint, cozy up, 
cotton up, control. 

nitrate: (n) nitrocellulose, nitre,  

calcium nitrate, cellulose nitrate, 
guncotton, ammonium nitrate, 
saltpetre, nitroglycerin, saltpeter, 
nitroglycerine. 

oily: (adj, v) bland, soapy; (adj) fatty, 
fat, oleaginous, unctuous, slick, 
buttery; (adv) unctuously, smoothly, 
oleaginously. ANTONYM: (adj) lean.

phial: (n) ampoule, bottle, cruet, 
ampul, ampule, noggin, caster, flask, 
stoup. 

respectably: (adv) creditably, decently, 

honorably, properly, appropriately, 
admirably, commendably, 
decorously, fitly, justly, becomingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indecently, 
disreputably, dishonorably. 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, restless, 
concerned, nervous, apprehensive, ill 
at ease, unquiet, awkward, fretful, 
restive. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, easy, 
unconcerned, still, comfortable, 
carefree, confident, serene. 
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Leonora behaved better in a sense. She just boxed Mrs Maidan’s ears—yes, 
she hit her, in an uncontrollable access of rage, a hard blow on the side of the 
cheek, in the corridor of the hotel, outside Edward’s rooms. It was that, you 
know, that accounted for the sudden, odd intimacy that sprang up between 
Florence and Mrs Ashburnham. Because it was, of course, an odd intimacy. If 
you look at it from the outside nothing could have been more unlikely than that 
Leonora, who is the proudest creature on God’s earth, would have struck up an 
acquaintanceship with two casual Yankees whom she could not really have 
regarded as being much more than a carpet beneath her feet. You may ask what 
she had to be proud of. Well, she was a Powys married to an Ashburnham—I 
suppose that gave her the right to despise casual Americans as long as she did it 
unostentatiously. I don’t know what anyone has to be proud of. She might have 
taken pride in her patience, in her keeping her husband out of the bankruptcy 
court. Perhaps she did.%

At any rate that was how Florence got to know her. She came round a screen 
at the corner of the hotel corridor and found Leonora with the gold key that 
hung from her wrist caught in Mrs Maidan’s hair just before dinner. There was 
not a single word spoken. Little Mrs Maidan was very pale, with a red mark 
down her left cheek, and the key would not come out of her black hair. It was 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bankruptcy: (n) bust, failure, 
insolvency, smash, ruin, proceeding, 
proceedings, indebtedness, recession, 
crash, liquidation. 

boxed: (adj) bordered, enclosed. 
despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 

depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept. 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj)  

fatigued, puzzled, decorated. 
patience: (n) endurance, fortitude, 

longanimity, equanimity, tolerance, 
resignation, restraint, composure, 
sufferance; (n, v) moderation, 
calmness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impatience, eagerness, intolerance, 
annoyance. 

regarded: (adj) reputed. 
uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 

incontrollable, ungovernable, 
unmanageable, intractable,  

undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak. 

unostentatiously: (adv) 
unpretentiously, unobtrusively, 
plainly, modestly, restrainedly. 

wrist: (n) wrist joint, radiocarpal joint, 
neaf, gliding joint, fist, articulatio 
Plana, neif; (v) paw, hand, finger. 
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Florence who had to disentangle it, for Leonora was in such a state that she 
could not have brought herself to touch Mrs Maidan without growing sick.%

And there was not a word spoken. You see, under those four eyes—her own 
and Mrs Maidan’s—Leonora could just let herself go as far as to box Mrs 
Maidan’s ears. But the moment a stranger came along she pulled herself 
wonderfully up. She was at first silent and then, the moment the key was 
disengaged by Florence she was in a state to say: “So awkward of me... I was just 
trying to put the comb straight in Mrs Maidan’s hair...” 

Mrs Maidan, however, was not a Powys married to an Ashburnham; she was 
a poor little O’Flaherty whose husband was a boy of country parsonage origin. 
So there was no mistaking the sob she let go as she went desolately away along 
the corridor. But Leonora was still going to play up. She opened the door of 
Ashburnham’s room quite ostentatiously, so that Florence should hear her 
address Edward in terms of intimacy and liking. “Edward,” she called. But there 
was no Edward there. 

You understand that there was no Edward there. It was then, for the only 
time of her career, that Leonora really compromised herself—She exclaimed . . . 
“How frightful!... Poor little Maisie!...” 

She caught herself up at that, but of course it was too late. It was a queer sort 
of affair... 

I want to do Leonora every justice. I love her very dearly for one thing and in 
this matter, which was certainly the ruin of my small household cockle-shell, she 
certainly tripped up. I do not believe—and Leonora herself does not believe—
that poor little Maisie Maidan was ever Edward’s mistress. Her heart was really 
so bad that she would have succumbed to anything like an impassioned 
embrace. That is the plain English of it, and I suppose plain English is best. She 
was really what the other two, for reasons of their own, just pretended to be. 
Queer, isn’t it? Like one of those sinister jokes that Providence plays upon one. 
Add to this that I do not suppose that Leonora would much have minded, at any 
other moment, if Mrs Maidan had been her husband’s mistress. It might have 
been a relief from Edward’s sentimental gurglings over the lady and from the 
lady’s submissive acceptance of those sounds. No, she would not have minded. 
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desolately: (adv) wastely, gloomily, 
forlornly, bleakly, sadly, wretchedly, 
lonesomely, unhappily, lonely, 
dismally, gauntly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) hopefully, cheerfully. 

disengaged: (adj) vacant, unemployed, 
disentangled, free, freed, 
untrammelled, devoid, unreserved, 
detached, liberated, loosened. 

disentangle: (v) untangle, disengage, 
ravel, clear, extricate, disembroil, 
unwind, detach, comb; (adj, v)  

disencumber, disembarrass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) entangle, tangle, 
entwine, twist, fasten, wind, snarl. 

impassioned: (adj) fervent, fanatical, 
fiery, burning, passionate, hot, torrid, 
vehement, keen, zealous; (adj, v) 
enthusiastic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impassive, indifferent, calm. 

mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 
mistake, imbroglio, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction, 
misapprehension, misconstrual,  

interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading. 

ostentatiously: (adv) pretentiously, 
pompously, flamboyantly, gaudily, 
haughtily, flashily, arrogantly, 
extravagantly, loudly, conspicuously, 
grandiosely. ANTONYM: (adv) 
humbly. 

parsonage: (n) vicarage, rectory, 
residence, habitation, glebe house, 
glebe, dwelling house, dwelling, 
domicile, deanery, church house. 
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But, in boxing Mrs Maidan’s ears, Leonora was just striking the face of an 
intolerable universe. For, that afternoon she had had a frightfully painful scene 
with Edward.%

As far as his letters went, she claimed the right to open them when she chose. 
She arrogated to herself the right because Edward’s affairs were in such a 
frightful state and he lied so about them that she claimed the privilege of having 
his secrets at her disposal. There was not, indeed, any other way, for the poor 
fool was too ashamed of his lapses ever to make a clean breast of anything. She 
had to drag these things out of him. 

It must have been a pretty elevating job for her. But that afternoon, Edward 
being on his bed for the hour and a half prescribed by the Kur authorities, she 
had opened a letter that she took to come from a Colonel Hervey. They were 
going to stay with him in Linlithgowshire for the month of September and she 
did not know whether the date fixed would be the eleventh or the eighteenth. 
The address on this letter was, in handwriting, as like Colonel Hervey’s as one 
blade of corn is like another. So she had at the moment no idea of spying on him. 

But she certainly was. For she discovered that Edward Ashburnham was 
paying a blackmailer of whom she had never heard something like three 
hundred pounds a year... It was a devil of a blow; it was like death; for she 
imagined that by that time she had really got to the bottom of her husband’s 
liabilities. You see, they were pretty heavy. What had really smashed them up 
had been a perfectly common-place affair at Monte Carlo—an affair with a 
cosmopolitan harpy who passed for the mistress of a Russian Grand Duke. She 
exacted a twenty thousand pound pearl tiara from him as the price of her 
favours for a week or so. It would have pipped him a good deal to have found so 
much, and he was not in the ordinary way a gambler. He might, indeed, just 
have found the twenty thousand and the not slight charges of a week at an hotel 
with the fair creature. He must have been worth at that date five hundred 
thousand dollars and a little over. Well, he must needs go to the tables and lose 
forty thousand pounds... Forty thousand solid pounds, borrowed from sharks! 
And even after that he must—it was an imperative passion—enjoy the favours of 
the lady. He got them, of course, when it was a matter of solid bargaining, for far 
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arrogated: (adj) reserved, assumed. 
bargaining: (n) haggle, chaffer, 

negotiation, business, parley, 
negotiations, deal, dealing, traffic, 
talks, haggling. 

cosmopolitan: (adj) universal, 
international, sophisticated, global, 
Catholic, ecumenical, planetary, 
widely distributed, oecumenical; (adj, 
n) cosmopolite; (n) creeping wood 
sorrel. ANTONYMS: (adj) insular, 
country, endemic, parochial, rustic. 

elevating: (adj) inspiring, exhilarating.
frightfully: (adv) awfully, ghastly, 

dreadfully, fearfully, hideously, 
terribly, gruesomely, terrifically, 
atrociously, horrendously, awful. 

gambler: (n) gamester, adventurer, 
punter, plunger, croupier, bettor, 
bookmaker, speculator, gamblers, 
high roller, shooter. 

harpy: (adj) hard master, despot, 
bashaw, disciplinarian, Draco; (n) 
fury, thug, siren, shark, mosstrooper, 

megabat. 
lied: (n) song, hymn. 
sharks: (n) Elasmobranchii, rays, 

Selachii, subclass Elasmobranchii, 
subclass Selachii. 

spying: (n) detection, spotting, espial, 
catching, discovery, maculation, 
intelligence activity, signal detection, 
sensing, contracting, intelligence. 

tiara: (n) crown, coronet, circlet, miter, 
triple crown, cap of maintenance, 
jewelled headdress, jewelry, tiar. 
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less than twenty thousand, as he might, no doubt, have done from the first. I 
daresay ten thousand dollars covered the bill. Anyhow, there was a pretty solid 
hole in a fortune of a hundred thousand pounds or so. And Leonora had to fix 
things up; he would have run from money-lender to money-lender. And that 
was quite in the early days of her discovery of his infidelities—if you like to call 
them infidelities. And she discovered that one from public sources. God knows 
what would have happened if she had not discovered it from public sources. I 
suppose he would have concealed it from her until they were penniless. But she 
was able, by the grace of God, to get hold of the actual lenders of the money, to 
learn the exact sums that were needed. And she went off to England.%

Yes, she went right off to England to her attorney and his while he was still in 
the arms of his Circe—at Antibes, to which place they had retired. He got sick of 
the lady quite quickly, but not before Leonora had had such lessons in the art of 
business from her attorney that she had her plan as clearly drawn up as was ever 
that of General Trochu for keeping the Prussians out of Paris in 1870. It was 
about as effectual at first, or it seemed so. 

That would have been, you know, in 1895, about nine years before the date of 
which I am talking—the date of Florence’s getting her hold over Leonora; for that 
was what it amounted to... Well, Mrs Ashburnham had simply forced Edward to 
settle all his property upon her. She could force him to do anything; in his 
clumsy, good-natured, inarticulate way he was as frightened of her as of the 
devil. And he admired her enormously, and he was as fond of her as any man 
could be of any woman. She took advantage of it to treat him as if he had been a 
person whose estates are being managed by the Court of Bankruptcy. I suppose 
it was the best thing for him. 

Anyhow, she had no end of a job for the first three years or so. Unexpected 
liabilities kept on cropping up—and that afflicted fool did not make it any easier. 
You see, along with the passion of the chase went a frame of mind that made him 
be extraordinarily ashamed of himself. You may not believe it, but he really had 
such a sort of respect for the chastity of Leonora’s imagination that he hated—he 
was positively revolted at the thought that she should know that the sort of thing 
that he did existed in the world. So he would stick out in an agitated way against 
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agitated: (adj) upset, excited, nervous, 
restive, tumultuous, distressed, tense, 
jumpy, overwrought, anxious, 
alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
lethargic, tranquil, relaxed, assured, 
cool, still. 

cropping: (n) harvest, napping, 
masking. 

effectual: (adj, n) efficient, efficacious, 
able; (adj) forceful, telling, 
authoritative, operative, potent, 
adequate, impressive, powerful.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) ineffectual, 
incapable, weak, impotent, 
ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless. 

good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, 
kind, obliging, gracious, kind-
hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, 
good-tempered. 

inarticulate: (adj) unintelligible, silent, 
vague, muffled, incoherent, mute, 
incomprehensible, unarticulate, 
speechless, guttural, fuzzy.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) articulate, 
eloquent, fluent, distinct, talkative. 

penniless: (adj) indigent, needy, poor, 
destitute, moneyless, broke, 
miserable, impoverished, insolvent, 
penurious, hard up. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, wealthy, affluent. 

revolted: (adj) sickened, sick, shocked, 
horrified, disgusted, appalled. 

sums: (n) estimate, calculation, 
arithmetic. 

took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 
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the accusation of ever having done anything. He wanted to preserve the virginity 
of his wife’s thoughts. He told me that himself during the long walks we had at 
the last—while the girl was on the way to Brindisi.%

So, of course, for those three years or so, Leonora had many agitations. And it 
was then that they really quarrelled. 

Yes, they quarrelled bitterly. That seems rather extravagant. You might have 
thought that Leonora would be just calmly loathing and he lachrymosely 
contrite. But that was not it a bit... Along with Edward’s passions and his shame 
for them went the violent conviction of the duties of his station—a conviction 
that was quite unreasonably expensive. I trust I have not, in talking of his 
liabilities, given the impression that poor Edward was a promiscuous libertine. 
He was not; he was a sentimentalist. The servant girl in the Kilsyte case had 
been pretty, but mournful of appearance. I think that, when he had kissed her, he 
had desired rather to comfort her. And, if she had succumbed to his 
blandishments I daresay he would have set her up in a little house in Portsmouth 
or Winchester and would have been faithful to her for four or five years. He was 
quite capable of that. 

No, the only two of his affairs of the heart that cost him money were that of 
the Grand Duke’s mistress and that which was the subject of the blackmailing 
letter that Leonora opened. That had been a quite passionate affair with quite a 
nice woman. It had succeeded the one with the Grand Ducal lady. The lady was 
the wife of a brother officer and Leonora had known all about the passion, which 
had been quite a real passion and had lasted for several years. You see, poor 
Edward’s passions were quite logical in their progression upwards. They began 
with a servant, went on to a courtesan and then to a quite nice woman, very 
unsuitably mated. For she had a quite nasty husband who, by means of letters 
and things, went on blackmailing poor Edward to the tune of three or four 
hundred a year—with threats of the Divorce Court. And after this lady came 
Maisie Maidan, and after poor Maisie only one more affair and then—the real 
passion of his life. His marriage with Leonora had been arranged by his parents 
and, though he always admired her immensely, he had hardly ever pretended to 
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began: (v) Gan. 
contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 

remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, dreary; 
(adj, v) repentant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrepentant, indifferent, hurtful, 
mean, proud, unremorseful. 

courtesan: (n) mistress, paramour, 
prostitute, concubine, advoutress, 
fille de joie, punk, fancy woman, 
harlot, strumpet, amorosa. 

lachrymosely: (adv) dolorously,  

weepingly. 
libertine: (adj) dissolute, dissipated, 

debauched, fast, lewd, lascivious, 
loose, licentious; (n, v) debauchee; (n) 
rake; (adj, n) wanton. 

loathing: (n, v) abomination, aversion, 
dislike, distaste; (n) hate, hatred, 
abhorrence, detestation, nausea, 
antipathy, execration. ANTONYMS: 
(n) love, adoration, liking, delight, 
goodwill. 

mated: (adj) uniform, married,  

complementary, alike. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unmated. 

sentimentalist: (n) soul, somebody, 
someone, human, individual, mortal, 
person, romantic. 

unsuitably: (adv) awkwardly, 
improperly, inadequately, unfitly, 
not suitably, inconveniently, ineptly, 
inopportune, inopportunely, 
unsuitable, unseasonably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) appropriately, 
suitably, fittingly. 
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be much more than tender to her, though he desperately needed her moral 
support, too...%

But his really trying liabilities were mostly in the nature of generosities 
proper to his station. He was, according to Leonora, always remitting his 
tenants’ rents and giving the tenants to understand that the reduction would be 
permanent; he was always redeeming drunkards who came before his 
magisterial bench; he was always trying to put prostitutes into respectable 
places—and he was a perfect maniac about children. I don’t know how many ill-
used people he did not pick up and provide with careers—Leonora has told me, 
but I daresay she exaggerated and the figure seems so preposterous that I will 
not put it down. All these things, and the continuance of them seemed to him to 
be his duty—along with impossible subscriptions to hospitals and Boy Scouts 
and to provide prizes at cattle shows and antivivisection societies... 

Well, Leonora saw to it that most of these things were not continued. They 
could not possibly keep up Branshaw Manor at that rate after the money had 
gone to the Grand Duke’s mistress. She put the rents back at their old figures; 
discharged the drunkards from their homes, and sent all the societies notice that 
they were to expect no more subscriptions. To the children, she was more tender; 
nearly all of them she supported till the age of apprenticeship or domestic 
service. You see, she was childless herself. 

She was childless herself, and she considered herself to be to blame. She had 
come of a penniless branch of the Powys family, and they had forced upon her 
poor dear Edward without making the stipulation that the children should be 
brought up as Catholics. And that, of course, was spiritual death to Leonora. I 
have given you a wrong impression if I have not made you see that Leonora was 
a woman of a strong, cold conscience, like all English Catholics. (I cannot, myself, 
help disliking this religion; there is always, at the bottom of my mind, in spite of 
Leonora, the feeling of shuddering at the Scarlet Woman, that filtered in upon 
me in the tranquility of the little old Friends’ Meeting House in Arch Street, 
Philadelphia.) So I do set down a good deal of Leonora’s mismanagement of 
poor dear Edward’s case to the peculiarly English form of her religion. Because, 
of course, the only thing to have done for Edward would have been to let him 
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according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly. 

disliking: (adj) averse, disinclined; (n) 
aversion, disfavor, dissatisfaction, 
disinclination, displeasure, distaste. 

filtered: (n) clean, drinkable; (adj) 
refined. 

magisterial: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, imperious, dictatorial,  

authoritative, authoritarian, lordly, 
peremptory, dogmatic, arbitrary, 
bossy. 

maniac: (n) madman, bedlamite, 
madcap, freak, fanatic, nut, looney, 
bigot, madwoman; (adj) loco, 
maniacal. 

remitting: (adj) abating, having 
remissions, remittent, forgiving; (n) 
remittal. 

shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, 
shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n) cold 

sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, shaky, 
jumpy, quaking, shivery, bumpy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) smooth. 

stipulation: (n) condition, provision, 
covenant, proviso, compact, promise, 
requirement, clause, restriction, 
qualification, contract. 

tranquility: (n) peace, serenity, repose, 
calm, ease, rest, easiness, quietude, 
quietness, harmony; (adj, n) placidity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chaos, violence, 
uproar, upheaval. 
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sink down until he became a tramp of gentlemanly address, having, maybe, 
chance love affairs upon the highways. He would have done so much less harm; 
he would have been much less agonized too. At any rate, he would have had 
fewer chances of ruining and of remorse. For Edward was great at remorse. But 
Leonora’s English Catholic conscience, her rigid principles, her coldness, even 
her very patience, were, I cannot help thinking, all wrong in this special case. She 
quite seriously and naïvely imagined that the Church of Rome disapproves of 
divorce; she quite seriously and naïvely believed that her church could be such a 
monstrous and imbecile institution as to expect her to take on the impossible job 
of making Edward Ashburnham a faithful husband. She had, as the English 
would say, the Nonconformist temperament. In the United States of North 
America we call it the New England conscience. For, of course, that frame of 
mind has been driven in on the English Catholics. The centuries that they have 
gone through—centuries of blind and malignant oppression, of ostracism from 
public employment, of being, as it were, a small beleagured garrison in a hostile 
country, and therefore having to act with great formality—all these things have 
combined to perform that conjuring trick. And I suppose that Papists in England 
are even technically Nonconformists.%

Continental Papists are a dirty, jovial and unscrupulous crew. But that, at 
least, lets them be opportunists. They would have fixed poor dear Edward up all 
right. (Forgive my writing of these monstrous things in this frivolous manner. If I 
did not I should break down and cry.) In Milan, say, or in Paris, Leonora would 
have had her marriage dissolved in six months for two hundred dollars paid in 
the right quarter. And Edward would have drifted about until he became a 
tramp of the kind I have suggested. Or he would have married a barmaid who 
would have made him such frightful scenes in public places and would so have 
torn out his moustache and left visible signs upon his face that he would have 
been faithful to her for the rest of his days. That was what he wanted to redeem 
him... 

For, along with his passions and his shames there went the dread of scenes in 
public places, of outcry, of excited physical violence; of publicity, in short. Yes, 
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agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, 
woeful, tormented, suffering, 
miserable, hurt. 

barmaid: (n) mixologist, waitress, 
bartender, barkeep, barkeeper. 

centuries: (n) century. 
conjuring: (n) magic, hocus-pocus, 

incantation, sorcery, witchcraft, 
sleight of hand, adjuration, figgum, 
conjury, evocation; (adj) magical. 

gentlemanly: (adj) courteous, polite, 
chivalrous, refined, gallant, suave,  

mannerly, genteel, gentle, well-bred; 
(n) gentleman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, unbecoming. 

jovial: (adj, n) gay; (adj) jolly, genial, 
glad, festive, joyful, gleeful, merry, 
jocund, cheerful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
gloomy, frosty, serious, hostile. 

navely: (adv) naively, ingenuously, 
jejunely, credulously, artlessly. 

ostracism: (adj, n) banishment, 
exclusion; (n) deportation, expulsion, 

transportation, ejection, involuntary 
exile, riddance, expatriation; (adj) 
excommunication; (v) ostracize. 

outcry: (n, v) clamor, exclaim, call, 
shout, vociferation; (n) noise, 
exclamation, din, uproar, commotion, 
racket. ANTONYM: (n) acceptance. 

ruining: (n) ruin, laying waste, 
devastation, wrecking, razing, 
damage, collapse, desolation, 
destruction, dilapidation; (adj) 
deleterious. 
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the barmaid would have cured him. And it would have been all the better if she 
drank; he would have been kept busy looking after her.%
I know that I am right in this. I know it because of the Kilsyte case. You see, the 
servant girl that he then kissed was nurse in the family of the Nonconformist 
head of the county—whatever that post may be called. And that gentleman was 
so determined to ruin Edward, who was the chairman of the Tory caucus, or 
whatever it is—that the poor dear sufferer had the very devil of a time. They 
asked questions about it in the House of Commons; they tried to get the 
Hampshire magistrates degraded; they suggested to the War Ministry that 
Edward was not the proper person to hold the King’s commission. Yes, he got it 
hot and strong. 

The result you have heard. He was completely cured of philandering 
amongst the lower classes. And that seemed a real blessing to Leonora. It did not 
revolt her so much to be connected—it is a sort of connection—with people like 
Mrs Maidan, instead of with a little kitchenmaid. 

In a dim sort of way, Leonora was almost contented when she arrived at 
Nauheim, that evening... 

She had got things nearly straight by the long years of scraping in little 
stations in Chitral and Burma—stations where living is cheap in comparison 
with the life of a county magnate, and where, moreover, liaisons of one sort or 
another are normal and inexpensive too. So that, when Mrs Maidan came 
along—and the Maidan affair might have caused trouble out there because of the 
youth of the husband—Leonora had just resigned herself to coming home. With 
pushing and scraping and with letting Branshaw Teleragh, and with selling a 
picture and a relic of Charles I or so. had got—and, poor dear, she had never had 
a really decent dress to her back in all those years and years—she had got, as she 
imagined, her poor dear husband back into much the same financial position as 
had been his before the mistress of the Grand Duke had happened along. And, of 
course, Edward himself had helped her a little on the financial side. He was a 
fellow that many men liked. He was so presentable and quite ready to lend you 
his cigar puncher—that sort of thing. So, every now and then some financier 
whom he met about would give him a good, sound, profitable tip. And Leonora 
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caucus: (n) conclave, meeting, 
congress, gathering, conventicle, 
clique, class, committee; (v) forgather, 
foregather, assemble. 

cigar: (n) cheroot, cigars, smoke, 
cigarette, corona, panatela, panetella, 
segar, cigarillo. 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, ignoble, 
debauched, depraved, abject, sordid, 
dishonored, corrupted, contemptible, 
base. ANTONYM: (adj) good. 

financier: (n) capitalist, backer,  

banker, sponsor, dealer, broker, 
moneylender, stockbroker, city man, 
investor; (v) operate. ANTONYM: (n) 
supplier. 

magistrates: (n) bench, courts, judges. 
magnate: (n) tycoon, mogul, baron, 

celebrity, bigwig, power, business 
leader, big businessman, nobleman, 
personage, prince. 

philandering: (adj) flirtatious, 
unfaithful. 

presentable: (adj) decent, personable,  

satisfactory, acceptable, suitable, 
passable, comely, tidy, neat, 
becoming, sufficient. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsatisfactory, untidy, 
inadequate. 

relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, 
keepsake; (n) token, trace, remainder, 
remains, antique, relict, vestige, 
remnant. 

scraping: (n) scrape, scratching, 
scratch, rub, sizing, rament, incision, 
mark, prick; (v) rubbing; (adj) grating. 

 

  



Ford Madox Ford 83

was never afraid of a bit of a gamble—English Papists seldom are, I do not know 
why.%

So nearly all her investment turned up trumps, and Edward was really in fit 
case to reopen Branshaw Manor and once more to assume his position in the 
county. Thus Leonora had accepted Maisie Maidan almost with resignation—
almost with a sigh of relief. She really liked the poor child—she had to like 
somebody. And, at any rate, she felt she could trust Maisie—she could trust her 
not to rook Edward for several thousands a week, for Maisie had refused to 
accept so much as a trinket ring from him. It is true that Edward gurgled and 
raved about the girl in a way that she had never yet experienced. But that, too, 
was almost a relief. I think she would really have welcomed it if he could have 
come across the love of his life. It would have given her a rest. 

And there could not have been anyone better than poor little Mrs Maidan; 
she was so ill she could not want to be taken on expensive jaunts... It was 
Leonora herself who paid Maisie’s expenses to Nauheim. She handed over the 
money to the boy husband, for Maisie would never have allowed it; but the 
husband was in agonies of fear. Poor devil! 

I fancy that, on the voyage from India, Leonora was as happy as ever she had 
been in her life. Edward was wrapped up, completely, in his girl—he was almost 
like a father with a child, trotting about with rugs and physic and things, from 
deck to deck. He behaved, however, with great circumspection, so that nothing 
leaked through to the other passengers. And Leonora had almost attained to the 
attitude of a mother towards Mrs Maidan. So it had looked very well—the 
benevolent, wealthy couple of good people, acting as saviours to the poor, dark-
eyed, dying young thing. And that attitude of Leonora’s towards Mrs Maidan no 
doubt partly accounted for the smack in the face. She was hitting a naughty child 
who had been stealing chocolates at an inopportune moment. It was certainly an 
inopportune moment. For, with the opening of that blackmailing letter from that 
injured brother officer, all the old terrors had redescended upon Leonora. Her 
road had again seemed to stretch out endless; she imagined that there might be 
hundreds and hundreds of such things that Edward was concealing from her—
that they might necessitate more mortgagings, more pawnings of bracelets, 
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bracelets: (n) trinkets, jewels, 
necklaces, charms, costume jewelry, 
ornaments. 

circumspection: (n) care, wariness, 
chariness, cautiousness, calculation, 
precaution, vigilance, discernment, 
judgment; (adj, n) discretion, 
prudence. ANTONYM: (n) 
recklessness. 

concealing: (n) covering, concealment, 
burial, stealing, stealth, screening, 
burying, screenings, activity; (adj)  

suppressive. 
necessitate: (v) constrain, enforce, 

entail, force, involve, call for, drive, 
imply, demand, need, take. 
ANTONYMS: (v) obviate, request. 

physic: (n) medicine, aperient, 
cathartic, medication, healing, 
medicament, drug; (n, v) cure, doctor, 
remedy; (v) heal. 

reopen: (v) open, resume, restart, 
revive, resurrect, open up, pick up, 
regenerate, open again, take up,  

continue. 
rook: (v) defraud, con, swindle, bilk, 

nobble, gyp, cheat, fleece, diddle, 
mulct; (n) crow. 

smack: (adv, n, v) slap, bang; (n, v) 
savor, knock, kiss, hit, buss, wallop; 
(n) flavor, blow; (adj, n) dash. 

thousands: (n) myriad, much, many. 
trinket: (n) trifle, novelty, charm, 

gaud, jewel, fallal; (adj, n) bauble, 
gewgaw, gimcrack; (adj) toy, paper 
pellet. 
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more and always more horrors. She had spent an excruciating afternoon. The 
matter was one of a divorce case, of course, and she wanted to avoid publicity as 
much as Edward did, so that she saw the necessity of continuing the payments. 
And she did not so much mind that. They could find three hundred a year. But it 
was the horror of there being more such obligations.%

She had had no conversation with Edward for many years—none that went 
beyond the mere arrangements for taking trains or engaging servants. But that 
afternoon she had to let him have it. And he had been just the same as ever. It 
was like opening a book after a decade to find the words the same. He had the 
same motives. He had not wished to tell her about the case because he had not 
wished her to sully her mind with the idea that there was such a thing as a 
brother officer who could be a blackmailer—and he had wanted to protect the 
credit of his old light of love. That lady was certainly not concerned with her 
husband. And he swore, and swore, and swore, that there was nothing else in the 
world against him. She did not believe him. 

He had done it once too often—and she was wrong for the first time, so that 
he acted a rather creditable part in the matter. For he went right straight out to 
the post-office and spent several hours in coding a telegram to his solicitor, 
bidding that hard-headed man to threaten to take out at once a warrant against 
the fellow who was on his track. He said afterwards that it was a bit too thick on 
poor old Leonora to be ballyragged any more. That was really the last of his 
outstanding accounts, and he was ready to take his personal chance of the 
Divorce Court if the blackmailer turned nasty. He would face it out—the 
publicity, the papers, the whole bally show. Those were his simple words... 

He had made, however, the mistake of not telling Leonora where he was 
going, so that, having seen him go to his room to fetch the code for the telegram, 
and seeing, two hours later, Maisie Maidan come out of his room, Leonora 
imagined that the two hours she had spent in silent agony Edward had spent 
with Maisie Maidan in his arms. That seemed to her to be too much. As a matter 
of fact, Maisie’s being in Edward’s room had been the result, partly of poverty, 
partly of pride, partly of sheer innocence. She could not, in the first place, afford 
a maid; she refrained as much as possible from sending the hotel servants on 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accounts: (n) financial statement. 
bally: (adj) blooming; (adv) festivally. 
coding: (n) code, encryption, 

encoding, cryptography, encode, 
programming, codification, secret 
writing, decipherment. 

creditable: (adj, v) reputable, 
respectable; (adj, n) meritorious; (adj) 
praiseworthy, laudable, worthy, 
admirable, believable; (n) estimable, 
dignity; (v) up to the mark. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy,  

disrespected, disgraceful, 
discreditable, lamentable, poor, 
blameworthy. 

excruciating: (adj) agonizing, 
harrowing, painful, sharp, 
intolerable, acute, violent, 
insupportable, intense, torturing; (v) 
cutting. ANTONYMS: (adj) bearable, 
painless, pleasant, pleasing, soothing, 
wonderful, dull. 

hard-headed: (adj) unyielding, 
common-sense, utilitarian,  

unrelenting. 
servants: (n) staff, suite. 
sully: (n, v) foul, defile, dirty; (adj, n, v) 

soil; (adj, v) tarnish; (v) besmirch, 
contaminate, smear, pollute, corrupt, 
taint. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
purify, clean, cleanse, dignify. 

telegram: (n) cablegram, wire, 
telegraph, message, letter telegram, 
report, overseas telegram, news, 
marconigram, embassy, conducting 
wire. 
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errands, since every penny was of importance to her, and she feared to have to 
pay high tips at the end of her stay. Edward had lent her one of his fascinating 
cases contaiing fifteen different sizes of scisssors, and, having seen from her 
window, his departure for the post-office, she had taken the opportunity of 
returning the case. She could not see why she should not, though she felt a 
certain remorse at the thought that she had kissed the pillows of his bed. That 
was the way it took her.%

But Leonora could see that, without the shadow of a doubt, the incident gave 
Florence a hold over her. It let Florence into things and Florence was the only 
created being who had any idea that the Ashburnhams were not just good 
people with nothing to their tails. She determined at once, not so much to give 
Florence the privilege of her intimacy—which would have been the payment of a 
kind of blackmail—as to keep Florence under observation until she could have 
demonstrated to Florence that she was not in the least jealous of poor Maisie. So 
that was why she had entered the dining-room arm in arm with my wife, and 
why she had so markedly planted herself at our table. She never left us, indeed, 
for a minute that night, except just to run up to Mrs Maidan’s room to beg her 
pardon and to beg her also to let Edward take her very markedly out into the 
gardens that night. She said herself, when Mrs Maidan came rather wistfully 
down into the lounge where we were all sitting: “Now, Edward, get up and take 
Maisie to the Casino. I want Mrs Dowell to tell me all about the families in 
Connecticut who came from Fordingbridge.” For it had been discovered that 
Florence came of a line that had actually owned Branshaw Teleragh for two 
centuries before the Ashburnhams came there. And there she sat with me in that 
hall, long after Florence had gone to bed, so that I might witness her gay 
reception of that pair. She could play up. 

And that enables me to fix exactly the day of our going to the town of M----. 
For it was the very day poor Mrs Maidan died. We found her dead when we got 
back—pretty awful, that, when you come to figure out what it all means... 

At any rate the measure of my relief when Leonora said that she was an Irish 
Catholic gives you the measure of my affection for that couple. It was an 
affection so intense that even to this day I cannot think of Edward without 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dining-room: (n) canteen, restaurant. 
errands: (n) everyday Jobs, farm 

duties. 
jealous: (adj) distrustful, envious, 

covetous, suspicious, jealousy, 
resentful, invidious, green, grudging, 
jaundiced, attentive. ANTONYM: 
(adj) trusting. 

lounge: (n, v) loiter; (v) loll, loaf, 
recline, rest, dawdle, laze; (n) couch, 
saunter, divan, sofa. ANTONYM: (v) 
stand. 

markedly: (adv) particularly, 
obviously, remarkably, clearly, 
considerably, distinctly, plainly, 
evidently, appreciably, patently; (adj, 
adv) noticeably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
invisibly, slightly, moderately, 
vaguely, typically. 

penny: (n) change, coin, centime, 
copper, groat, subunit, money, mite, 
doit, small change, denomination. 

planted: (adj) ingrained, established, 
set, concealed. 

tails: (n) dress suit, tail coat, full dress, 
tail, waste, evening dress, dress coat, 
coat, morning coat, cutaway, 
formalwear. 

tips: (n) information, guidelines, 
commands, orders. 

wistfully: (adv) pensively, 
meditatively, desirously, longingly, 
yearningly, broodingly, reflectively, 
wishfully, melancholy, thoughtfully, 
nostalgically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
contentedly. 
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sighing. I do not believe that I could have gone on any more with them. I was 
getting too tired. And I verily believe, too, if my suspicion that Leonora was 
jealous of Florence had been the reason she gave for her outburst I should have 
turned upon Florence with the maddest kind of rage. Jealousy would have been 
incurable. But Florence’s mere silly jibes at the Irish and at the Catholics could be 
apologized out of existence. And that I appeared to fix up in two minutes or so.%

She looked at me for a long time rather fixedly and queerly while I was 
doing it. And at last I worked myself up to saying: 

“Do accept the situation. I confess that I do not like your religion. But I like 
you so intensely. I don’t mind saying that I have never had anyone to be really 
fond of, and I do not believe that anyone has ever been fond of me, as I believe 
you really to be.” 

“Oh, I’m fond enough of you,” she said. “Fond enough to say that I wish 
every man was like you. But there are others to be considered.” She was 
thinking, as a matter of fact, of poor Maisie. She picked a little piece of pellitory 
out of the breast-high wall in front of us. She chafed it for a long minute between 
her finger and thumb, then she threw it over the coping. 

“Oh, I accept the situation,” she said at last, “if you can.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chafed: (adj) uncomfortable, sore, 
painful, galled, angry; (v) fretted, 
agitated. 

confess: (adj, v) own, allow, admit, 
avow; (v) concede, profess, recognize, 
divulge, disclose, reveal, receive. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, hide, 
dispute, conceal, repress, harbor. 

fixedly: (adv) steadily, steadfastly, 
regularly, intently, stably, setly, 
permanently, rigidly, unwaveringly, 
surely, resolutely. 

incurable: (adj) incorrigible, 
immedicable, cureless, inveterate, 
irretrievable, irrecoverable, terminal, 
irremediable, irreparable, remediless, 
chronic. ANTONYM: (adj) mild. 

intensely: (adj, adv) extremely; (adv) 
strongly, powerfully, severely, 
violently, vehemently, acutely, 
keenly, brightly, profoundly, fiercely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, calmly, 
gently, dully, indifferently, 
impassively, jokingly, slightly,  

hardly, superficially, 
unexceptionally. 

outburst: (n) explosion, spurt, 
eruption, fit, burst, flash, effusion, 
gush, ebullition, blast, rage. 

pellitory: (n) parietary, herb, 
Anacyclus pyrethrum, herbaceous 
plant, wall pellitory. 

queerly: (adv) curiously, funnily, 
fishily, strangely, peculiarly, 
singularly, comically, fantasticly, 
fantastically, funny, suspiciously. 
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I  

 
 
The odd thing is that what sticks out in my recollection of the rest of that 

evening was Leonora’s saying: 
“Of course you might marry her,” and, when I asked whom, she answered: 
“The girl.”%

Now that is to me a very amazing thing—amazing for the light of 
possibilities that it casts into the human heart. For I had never had the slightest 
conscious idea of marrying the girl; I never had the slightest idea even of caring 
for her. I must have talked in an odd way, as people do who are recovering from 
an anaesthetic. It is as if one had a dual personality, the one I being entirely 
unconscious of the other. I had thought nothing; I had said such an 
extraordinary thing. I don’t know that analysis of my own psychology matters at 
all to this story. I should say that it didn’t or, at any rate, that I had given enough 
of it. But that odd remark of mine had a strong influence upon what came after. I 
mean, that Leonora would probably never have spoken to me at all about 
Florence’s relations with Edward if I hadn’t said, two hours after my wife’s 
death: 

“Now I can marry the girl.” 
She had, then, taken it for granted that I had been suffering all that she had 

been suffering, or, at least, that I had permitted all that she had permitted. So 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anaesthetic: (n) anesthetic, 
anaesthesia, anesthesia, narcosis, 
opiate, anesthetic agent; (v) general 
anaesthetic, tranquilizer, sleeping 
pill, sedative, relaxant. 

dual: (adj) duplex, geminate, binary, 
twofold, twin, duple, doubled, two-
ply, doubles, duals, paired. 
ANTONYM: (adj) individual. 

marrying: (adj) married. 
possibilities: (n) potential, field. 
recollection: (n, v) mind; (n)  

reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, memento, 
memorial, commemoration, memoir, 
retrospect. 

recovering: (v) recover, regain, restore; 
(adj) better; (n) rehabilitation, 
recovery, rescue, relaxation; (adv) 
getting better, on the road to 
recovery, improving. 

remark: (n, v) comment, notice, note, 
mention, regard, mind; (adj, n, v) 
observe; (v) perceive, mark, discern;  

(n) observation. 
sticks: (n) backwoods, firewood, 

frontier, outskirts, suburb, town, 
wilderness, brushwood, high sticks; 
(adj) distant. 

unconscious: (adj) involuntary, 
unaware, ignorant, unwitting, 
subconscious, oblivious, automatic, 
insensible, unintentional, instinctive, 
senseless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conscious, awake, deliberate, aware, 
voluntary, intentional, alive, wary. 
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that, a month ago, about a week after the funeral of poor Edward, she could say 
to me in the most natural way in the world—I had been talking about the 
duration of my stay at Branshaw—she said with her clear, reflective intonation: 

“Oh, stop here for ever and ever if you can.” And then she added, “You 
couldn’t be more of a brother to me, or more of a counsellor, or more of a 
support. You are all the consolation I have in the world. And isn’t it odd to think 
that if your wife hadn’t been my husband’s mistress, you would probably never 
have been here at all?” 

That was how I got the news—full in the face, like that. I didn’t say anything 
and I don’t suppose I felt anything, unless maybe it was with that mysterious 
and unconscious self that underlies most people. Perhaps one day when I am 
unconscious or walking in my sleep I may go and spit upon poor Edward’s 
grave. It seems about the most unlikely thing I could do; but there it is. No, I 
remember no emotion of any sort, but just the clear feeling that one has from 
time to time when one hears that some Mrs So-and-So is au mieux with a certain 
gentleman. It made things plainer, suddenly, to my curiosity. It was as if I 
thought, at that moment, of a windy November evening, that, when I came to 
think it over afterwards, a dozen unexplained things would fit themselves into 
place. But I wasn’t thinking things over then. I remember that distinctly. I was 
just sitting back, rather stiffly, in a deep arm-chair. That is what I remember. It 
was twilight.%

Branshaw Manor lies in a little hollow with lawns across it and pine-woods 
on the fringe of the dip. The immense wind, coming from across the forest, 
roared overhead. But the view from the window was perfectly quiet and grey. 
Not a thing stirred, except a couple of rabbits on the extreme edge of the lawn. It 
was Leonora’s own little study that we were in and we were waiting for the tea 
to be brought. I, as I said, was sitting in the deep chair, Leonora was standing in 
the window twirling the wooden acorn at the end of the window-blind cord 
desultorily round and round. She looked across the lawn and said, as far as I can 
remember: 

“Edward has been dead only ten days and yet there are rabbits on the lawn.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acorn: (n) acorn-shell, acorn squash, 
truck. 

desultorily: (adv) disconnectedly, 
ramblingly, irregularly, 
immethodically, erratically, 
indiscriminately, spasmodically, 
discursively, fitfully, purposelessly, 
capriciously. 

hears: (v) hear. 
intonation: (n) inflection, tone, 

expression, cadence, timbre, 
chanting, drone, prosody, vocalizing, 

singing, sound. 
reflective: (adj, v) thoughtful, 

meditative; (adj) contemplative, 
musing, wistful, brooding, reflexive, 
ruminative, museful, reflecting, 
broody. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, satisfied, shallow. 

spit: (v) drizzle, expectorate, sprinkle, 
spew, drool, spike, spatter; (n) 
broach, saliva, cape; (n, v) skewer. 

unexplained: (adj) illegible, 
inexplicable, unapprehended,  

uninvestigated, unheard of, 
unexplored, unfathomable, as Greek 
to one; (v) solved, undeveloped, 
untraced. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apparent, legible. 

windy: (adj) gusty, verbose, blowy, 
flatulent, wordy, breezy, 
tempestuous, empty, airy, prolix, 
bombastic. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, straight, uncommunicative, 
unresponsive, airless, pleasant, 
direct. 
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I understand that rabbits do a great deal of harm to the short grass in 
England. And then she turned round to me and said without any adornment at 
all, for I remember her exact words: 

“I think it was stupid of Florence to commit suicide.” 
I cannot tell you the extraordinary sense of leisure that we two seemed to 

have at that moment. It wasn’t as if we were waiting for a train, it wasn’t as if we 
were waiting for a meal—it was just that there was nothing to wait for. Nothing. 
There was an extreme stillness with the remote and intermittent sound of the 
wind. There was the grey light in that brown, small room. And there appeared to 
be nothing else in the world. I knew then that Leonora was about to let me into 
her full confidence. It was as if—or no, it was the actual fact that—Leonora with 
an odd English sense of decency had determined to wait until Edward had been 
in his grave for a full week before she spoke. And with some vague motive of 
giving her an idea of the extent to which she must permit herself to make 
confidences, I said slowly—and these words too I remember with exactitude—
”Did Florence commit suicide? I didn’t know.” 

I was just, you understand, trying to let her know that, if she were going to 
speak she would have to talk about a much wider range of things than she had 
before thought necessary.%

So that that was the first knowledge I had that Florence had committed 
suicide. It had never entered my head. You may think that I had been singularly 
lacking in suspiciousness; you may consider me even to have been an imbecile. 
But consider the position. 

In such circumstances of clamour, of outcry, of the crash of many people 
running together, of the professional reticence of such people as hotel-keepers, 
the traditional reticence of such “good people” as the Ashburnhams—in such 
circumstances it is some little material object, always, that catches the eye and 
that appeals to the imagination. I had no possible guide to the idea of suicide and 
the sight of the little flask of nitrate of amyl in Florence’s hand suggested 
instantly to my mind the idea of the failure of her heart. Nitrate of amyl, you 
understand, is the drug that is given to relieve sufferers from angina pectoris. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adornment: (n) jewelry, 
embellishment, decoration, 
garnishment, accessory, trim, frill, 
passementerie, trimming, garnish, 
flower. 

angina: (n) angina pectoris, 
cardiopathy, sore throat, heart 
disease, croup; (v) twinge, stomach 
ache, twitch, heartburn, gripe; (adj) 
croupy. 

clamour: (n) clamoring, hue and cry, 
clamouring, blare, bedlam, uproar,  

vociferation, tumult, hubbub, 
exclamation; (v) utter. 

flask: (n) bottle, flasket, container, 
cask, ampulla, carafe, decanter, jar, 
flagon, vacuum flask, vial. 

reticence: (n) reserve, reservation, 
uncommunicativeness, taciturnity, 
silence, reticency, restraint, secrecy, 
reservedness, muteness, humility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chattiness, honesty, 
nerve, boldness, openness, arrogance, 
brashness. 

stillness: (n) hush, calmness, 
immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) calm, 
quiet, peace, still. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bustle, movement, uproar, motion, 
turbulence, turmoil, vigor, 
disturbance, chaos, agitation. 

suspiciousness: (n) mistrust, distrust, 
distrustfulness, dubiousness, 
misgiving, intuition, 
underhandedness, crookedness, 
dishonesty, hunch. 
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Seeing Florence, as I had seen her, running with a white face and with one 
hand held over her heart, and seeing her, as I immediately afterwards saw her, 
lying upon her bed with the so familiar little brown flask clenched in her fingers, 
it was natural enough for my mind to frame the idea. As happened now and 
again, I thought, she had gone out without her remedy and, having felt an attack 
coming on whilst she was in the gardens, she had run in to get the nitrate in 
order, as quickly as possible, to obtain relief. And it was equally inevitable my 
mind should frame the thought that her heart, unable to stand the strain of the 
running, should have broken in her side. How could I have known that, during 
all the years of our married life, that little brown flask had contained, not nitrate 
of amyl, but prussic acid? It was inconceivable.%

Why, not even Edward Ashburnham, who was, after all more intimate with 
her than I was, had an inkling of the truth. He just thought that she had dropped 
dead of heart disease. Indeed, I fancy that the only people who ever knew that 
Florence had committed suicide were Leonora, the Grand Duke, the head of the 
police and the hotel-keeper. I mention these last three because my recollection of 
that night is only the sort of pinkish effulgence from the electric-lamps in the 
hotel lounge. There seemed to bob into my consciousness, like floating globes, 
the faces of those three. Now it would be the bearded, monarchical, benevolent 
head of the Grand Duke; then the sharp-featured, brown, cavalry-moustached 
feature of the chief of police; then the globular, polished and high-collared 
vacuousness that represented Monsieur Schontz, the proprietor of the hotel. At 
times one head would be there alone, at another the spiked helmet of the official 
would be close to the healthy baldness of the prince; then M. Schontz’s oiled 
locks would push in between the two. The sovereign’s soft, exquisitely trained 
voice would say, “Ja, ja, ja!” each word dropping out like so many soft pellets of 
suet; the subdued rasp of the official would come: “Zum Befehl Durchlaucht,” 
like five revolver-shots; the voice of M. Schontz would go on and on under its 
breath like that of an unclean priest reciting from his breviary in the corner of a 
railway-carriage. That was how it presented itself to me. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

baldness: (n) nakedness, hairlessness, 
austerity, condition, status, bareness, 
starkness, bluntness, emptiness, male 
pattern baldness, phalacrosis. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hairiness, furriness.

breviary: (n) epitome, portass, 
portuary, condensation, synopsis. 

effulgence: (n) brilliance, brightness, 
radiancy, glow, radiance, luster, 
burnish, glory, shine, sheen, 
refulgence. 

globular: (adj) circular, spherical,  

spheric, global, globose, rotund, 
globous, rounded, orbicular, bulging, 
orbed. 

monarchical: (adj) monarchal, royal, 
monarchial, kingly, sovereign, grand, 
regal, noble, majestic, magnanimous, 
kinglike. 

oiled: (adj) intoxicated, oily. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unoiled. 

pellets: (n) grapeshot; (v) granulate. 
pinkish: (adj) rosy, chromatic. 
rasp: (v) grate, grind, scratch, chafe,  

file, rub, abrade, graze, grater; (n, v) 
scrape, groan. 

reciting: (v) recite. 
spiked: (adj) laced, thorny, sharp, 

spiky, peaked, jagged, firm, ensiform, 
altered, alcoholic, acute. 

suet: (n) tallow, grease, oil, lard, 
blubber, cream, dripping, butter, 
edible fat. 

vacuousness: (n) inanity, 
mindlessness, vacancy, senselessness, 
pointlessness, emptiness. 
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They seemed to take no notice of me; I don’t suppose that I was even 
addressed by one of them. But, as long as one or the other, or all three of them 
were there, they stood between me as if, I being the titular possessor of the 
corpse, had a right to be present at their conferences. Then they all went away 
and I was left alone for a long time.%

And I thought nothing; absolutely nothing. I had no ideas; I had no strength. 
I felt no sorrow, no desire for action, no inclination to go upstairs and fall upon 
the body of my wife. I just saw the pink effulgence, the cane tables, the palms, 
the globular match-holders, the indented ash-trays. And then Leonora came to 
me and it appears that I addressed to her that singular remark: 

“Now I can marry the girl.” 
But I have given you absolutely the whole of my recollection of that evening, 

as it is the whole of my recollection of the succeeding three or four days. I was in 
a state just simply cataleptic. They put me to bed and I stayed there; they 
brought me my clothes and I dressed; they led me to an open grave and I stood 
beside it. If they had taken me to the edge of a river, or if they had flung me 
beneath a railway train, I should have been drowned or mangled in the same 
spirit. I was the walking dead. 

Well, those are my impressions. 
What had actually happened had been this. I pieced it together afterwards. 

You will remember I said that Edward Ashburnham and the girl had gone off, 
that night, to a concert at the Casino and that Leonora had asked Florence, 
almost immediately after their departure, to follow them and to perform the 
office of chaperone. Florence, you may also remember, was all in black, being the 
mourning that she wore for a deceased cousin, Jean Hurlbird. It was a very black 
night and the girl was dressed in cream-coloured muslin, that must have 
glimmered under the tall trees of the dark park like a phosphorescent fish in a 
cupboard. You couldn’t have had a better beacon. 

And it appears that Edward Ashburnham led the girl not up the straight allée 
that leads to the Casino, but in under the dark trees of the park. Edward 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

appears: (n) appearing. 
beacon: (n, v) guide; (n) cairn, flare, 

pharos, lighthouse, signal, light, 
watchtower, beacon light, buoy, sign.

cataleptic: (adj) out cold, comatose, 
insensible. 

chaperone: (v) matronize, entertain, 
lead, guard; (n) duenna. 

drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) 
drenched, drent. 

impressions: (n) impersonation, 
imitation. 

indented: (adj) concave, hollow, 
serrated, jagged, crenelated, 
crenelate, crenellated, crenellate, 
embattled, notched; (n) fancier. 

mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; 
(adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, 
disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, 
damaged, blasted. 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, 
sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) 
grieving; (v) lamenting. 

muslin: (v) linen, cloth; (n) 
mousseline, organdy, cambric, crash, 
fabric, nainsook, organdie. 

phosphorescent: (adj) bright, light, 
glowing, fluorescent, phosphoreous; 
(v) meteoric, in a blaze, ablaze, 
blazing, rutilant, relucent. 

titular: (adj) nominal, titulary, 
honorary, nominative, supposed, in 
name only, ostensible, formal, so-
called, insignificantly small; (v) 
cognominal. 
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Ashburnham told me all this in his final outburst. I have told you that, upon that 
occasion, he became deucedly vocal. I didn’t pump him. I hadn’t any motive. At 
that time I didn’t in the least connect him with my wife. But the fellow talked like 
a cheap novelist.—Or like a very good novelist for the matter of that, if it’s the 
business of a novelist to make you see things clearly. And I tell you I see that 
thing as clearly as if it were a dream that never left me. It appears that, not very 
far from the Casino, he and the girl sat down in the darkness upon a public 
bench. The lights from that place of entertainment must have reached them 
through the tree-trunks, since, Edward said, he could quite plainly see the girl’s 
face—that beloved face with the high forehead, the queer mouth, the tortured 
eyebrows, and the direct eyes. And to Florence, creeping up behind them, they 
must have presented the appearance of silhouettes. For I take it that Florence 
came creeping up behind them over the short grass to a tree that, I quite well 
remember, was immediately behind that public seat. It was not a very difficult 
feat for a woman instinct with jealousy. The Casino orchestra was, as Edward 
remembered to tell me, playing the Rakocsy march, and although it was not loud 
enough, at that distance, to drown the voice of Edward Ashburnham it was 
certainly sufficiently audible to efface, amongst the noises of the night, the slight 
brushings and rustlings that might have been made by the feet of Florence or by 
her gown in coming over the short grass. And that miserable woman must have 
got it in the face, good and strong. It must have been horrible for her. Horrible! 
Well, I suppose she deserved all that she got.%

Anyhow, there you have the picture, the immensely tall trees, elms most of 
them, towering and feathering away up into the black mistiness that trees seem 
to gather about them at night; the silhouettes of those two upon the seat; the 
beams of light coming from the Casino, the woman all in black peeping with fear 
behind the tree-trunk. It is melodrama; but I can’t help it. 

And then, it appears, something happened to Edward Ashburnham. He 
assured me—and I see no reason for disbelieving him—that until that moment 
he had had no idea whatever of caring for the girl. He said that he had regarded 
her exactly as he would have regarded a daughter. He certainly loved her, but 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

deucedly: (adj) desperately, with a 
vengeance; (adv) deadly, devilishly, 
fiendishly, diabolically, cursedly, 
blessedly, damnedly, infernally, 
crazily. 

disbelieving: (adj) unbelieving, 
skeptical, questioning, leery, not 
persuaded, unsure, uncertain, 
suspicious, quizzical, nervous, 
mistrustful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
believing, credulous, unsuspicious, 
certain, convinced. 

drown: (v) drench, submerge, 
overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, 
swamp, inundate, suffocate, 
asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. 
ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim, 
amplify, dry. 

efface: (v) cancel, erase, obliterate, 
destroy, expunge, wipe out, 
suppress, sponge, blot out, blur, raze.

feathering: (n) plumage, quill, 
rotation, plume, bevelling, ink creep, 
feather edging. 

melodrama: (n) excitement, 
melodrame, soap opera, romance. 

mistiness: (n) cloudiness, murkiness, 
fogginess, muddiness, nebulosity, 
haze, nebulousness, dimness, 
darkness, vagueness, blurriness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, clarity. 

novelist: (n) author, Balzac, lewis; (v) 
biographer, fabulist; (adj) Balzacian, 
Hugoesque, Goethean. 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive. 
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with %a very deep, very tender and very tranquil love. He had missed her when 
she went away to her convent-school; he had been glad when she had returned. 
But of more than that he had been totally unconscious. Had he been conscious of 
it, he assured me, he would have fled from it as from a thing accursed. He 
realized that it was the last outrage upon Leonora. But the real point was his 
entire unconsciousness. He had gone with her into that dark park with no 
quickening of the pulse, with no desire for the intimacy of solitude. He had 
gone, intending to talk about polo-ponies, and tennis-racquets; about the 
temperament of the reverend Mother at the convent she had left and about 
whether her frock for a party when they got home should be white or blue. It 
hadn’t come into his head that they would talk about a single thing that they 
hadn’t always talked about; it had not even come into his head that the tabu 
which extended around her was not inviolable. And then, suddenly, that—He 
was very careful to assure me that at that time there was no physical motive 
about his declaration. It did not appear to him to be a matter of a dark night and 
a propinquity and so on. No, it was simply of her effect on the moral side of his 
life that he appears to have talked. He said that he never had the slightest notion 
to enfold her in his arms or so much as to touch her hand. He swore that he did 
not touch her hand. He said that they sat, she at one end of the bench, he at the 
other; he leaning slightly towards her and she looking straight towards the light 
of the Casino, her face illuminated by the lamps. The expression upon her face he 
could only describe as “queer”. At another time, indeed, he made it appear that 
he thought she was glad. It is easy to imagine that she was glad, since at that 
time she could have had no idea of what was really happening. Frankly, she 
adored Edward Ashburnham. He was for her, in everything that she said at that 
time, the model of humanity, the hero, the athlete, the father of his country, the 
law-giver. So that for her, to be suddenly, intimately and overwhelmingly 
praised must have been a matter for mere gladness, however overwhelming it 
were. It must have been as if a god had approved her handiwork or a king her 
loyalty. She just sat still and listened, smiling. And it seemed to her that all the 
bitterness of her childhood, the terrors of her tempestuous father, the bewailings 
of her cruel-tongued mother were suddenly atoned for. She had her recompense 
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accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 
atrocious, stranded. 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure. 

inviolable: (adj) sacrosanct, 
infrangible, hallowed, invulnerable, 
inviolate, inalienable, impenetrable,  

absolute, impregnable; (v) 
imprescriptible, unimpeachable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
breakable. 

propinquity: (n) nearness, 
neighborhood, vicinity, adjacency, 
closeness, relationship, kinship, 
presence, neighbourhood, 
immediacy, likeness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) distance, remoteness. 

quickening: (n) hurrying, hastening, 
speedup; (v) hasten, lively, flowing,  

having life, ignited, laving; (adj) 
bracing, moving. 

tabu: (adj) forbidden, out, prohibited, 
proscribed, retired, verboten, sacred, 
quenched, kayoed, impermissible; (n) 
inhibition. 

tempestuous: (adj, n) rough, 
boisterous, severe; (adj) raging, 
furious, wild, angry, windy, fierce, 
gusty; (adj, v) turbulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, moderate, 
relaxed. 
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at last. Because, of course, if you come to figure it out, a sudden pouring forth of 
passion by a man whom you regard as a cross between a pastor and a father 
might, to a woman, have the aspect of mere praise for good conduct. It wouldn’t, 
I mean, appear at all in the light of an attempt to gain possession. The girl, at 
least, regarded him as firmly anchored to his Leonora. She had not the slightest 
inkling of any infidelities. He had always spoken to her of his wife in terms of 
reverence and deep affection. He had given her the idea that he regarded 
Leonora as absolutely impeccable and as absolutely satisfying. Their union had 
appeared to her to be one of those blessed things that are spoken of and 
contemplated with reverence by her church.%

So that, when he spoke of her as being the person he cared most for in the 
world, she naturally thought that he meant to except Leonora and she was just 
glad. It was like a father saying that he approved of a marriageable daughter... 
And Edward, when he realized what he was doing, curbed his tongue at once. 
She was just glad and she went on being just glad. 

I suppose that that was the most monstrously wicked thing that Edward 
Ashburnham ever did in his life. And yet I am so near to all these people that I 
cannot think any of them wicked. It is impossible of me to think of Edward 
Ashburnham as anything but straight, upright and honourable. That, I mean, is, 
in spite of everything, my permanent view of him. I try at times by dwelling on 
some of the things that he did to push that image of him away, as you might try 
to push aside a large pendulum. But it always comes back—the memory of his 
innumerable acts of kindness, of his efficiency, of his unspiteful tongue. He was 
such a fine fellow. 

So I feel myself forced to attempt to excuse him in this as in so many other 
things. It is, I have no doubt, a most monstrous thing to attempt to corrupt a 
young girl just out of a convent. But I think Edward had no idea at all of 
corrupting her. I believe that he simply loved her. He said that that was the way 
of it and I, at least, believe him and I believe too that she was the only woman he 
ever really loved. He said that that was so; and he did enough to prove it. And 
Leonora said that it was so and Leonora knew him to the bottom of his heart. 
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appeared: (n) appearing. 
contemplated: (adj) intended, willful. 
corrupting: (adj) noxious, harmful, 

degrading, unwholesome, 
corruption, baneful, debasing, 
demeaning, humiliating, infectious, 
injurious. 

curbed: (adj) checked, restrained, 
restricted, silent, small, temperate, 
cramped, continent, chequered, 
checkered, pent-up. 

impeccable: (adj) faultless, flawless,  

perfect, spotless, correct, blameless, 
infallible, exquisite, complete, 
irreproachable, unimpeachable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blameworthy, 
corrupt, imperfect, shameful, 
amateur. 

marriageable: (adj) nubile, mature, 
viripotent, eligible, marriable, 
maturer, full-grown. 

monstrously: (adv) grotesquely, 
enormously, hideously, horridly, 
stupendously, inordinately,  

exorbitantly, monumentally, 
prodigiously; (adj, adv) 
preposterously, immoderately. 

pastor: (n) minister, ecclesiastic, cleric, 
divine, priest, parson, curate, 
herdsman, churchman, chaplain, 
celebrant. 

pendulum: (n) metronome, horologe, 
gnomon, dial, setup, pendant, 
clepsydra, weight; (v) flap, skirt, 
pony tail. 
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I %have come to be very much of a cynic in these matters; I mean that it is 
impossible to believe in the permanence of man’s or woman’s love. Or, at any 
rate, it is impossible to believe in the permanence of any early passion. As I see it, 
at least, with regard to man, a love affair, a love for any definite woman—is 
something in the nature of a widening of the experience. With each new woman 
that a man is attracted to there appears to come a broadening of the outlook, or, 
if you like, an acquiring of new territory. A turn of the eyebrow, a tone of the 
voice, a queer characteristic gesture—all these things, and it is these things that 
cause to arise the passion of love—all these things are like so many objects on the 
horizon of the landscape that tempt a man to walk beyond the horizon, to 
explore. He wants to get, as it were, behind those eyebrows with the peculiar 
turn, as if he desired to see the world with the eyes that they overshadow. He 
wants to hear that voice applying itself to every possible proposition, to every 
possible topic; he wants to see those characteristic gestures against every possible 
background. Of the question of the sex-instinct I know very little and I do not 
think that it counts for very much in a really great passion. It can be aroused by 
such nothings—by an untied shoelace, by a glance of the eye in passing—that I 
think it might be left out of the calculation. I don’t mean to say that any great 
passion can exist without a desire for consummation. That seems to me to be a 
commonplace and to be therefore a matter needing no comment at all. It is a 
thing, with all its accidents, that must be taken for granted, as, in a novel, or a 
biography, you take it for granted that the characters have their meals with some 
regularity. But the real fierceness of desire, the real heat of a passion long 
continued and withering up the soul of a man is the craving for identity with the 
woman that he loves. He desires to see with the same eyes, to touch with the 
same sense of touch, to hear with the same ears, to lose his identity, to be 
enveloped, to be supported. For, whatever may be said of the relation of the 
sexes, there is no man who loves a woman that does not desire to come to her for 
the renewal of his courage, for the cutting asunder of his difficulties. And that 
will be the mainspring of his desire for her. We are all so afraid, we are all so 
alone, we all so need from the outside the assurance of our own worthiness to 
exist. So, for a time, if such a passion come to fruition, the man will get what he 
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asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside, 
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) loose, 
distant, adrift, aloof; (v) discrete, far 
between, free. ANTONYM: (adv) 
together. 

craving: (n) appetite, addiction, 
appetence, eagerness, hankering, yen, 
hunger; (n, v) desire, appetency; (adj, 
n) longing; (adj) eager. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disgust, hatred, distaste, 
repulsion, aversion, apathy, 
disinclination; (adj) unconcerned,  

disinterested. 
enveloped: (adj) convoluted, enclosed, 

cover, bounded, Byzantine, clothed, 
involved, misty, swallowed, 
vestured, emotionally involved. 

overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, 
outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, 
occult, outshine, becloud, shade; (adj) 
overcast. 

shoelace: (n) cord, lacing, shoestring, 
shoe string, shoe lace, tie, latchet, 
bootlace, string, line, rope. 

untied: (adj) unfastened, unchained, 
unshackled, unlaced, unbound, 
unfettered, free, unsewed, open, 
unconnected, rambling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tied, laced. 

worthiness: (n) merit, virtue, 
praiseworthiness, deservingness, 
roadworthiness, respectability, 
quotability, nobility; (adj) dignity, 
respect; (adj, n) honor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) shamefulness, unworthiness, 
immorality. 
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wants. He will get the moral support, the encouragement, the relief from the 
sense of loneliness, the assurance of his own worth. But these things pass away; 
inevitably they pass away as the shadows pass across sundials. It is sad, but it is 
so. The pages of the book will become familiar; the beautiful corner of the road 
will have been turned too many times. Well, this is the saddest story. And yet I 
do believe that for every man there comes at last a woman—or no, that is the 
wrong way of formulating it. For every man there comes at last a time of life 
when the woman who then sets her seal upon his imagination has set her seal for 
good. He will travel over no more horizons; he will never again set the knapsack 
over his shoulders; he will retire from those scenes. He will have gone out of the 
business. That at any rate was the case with Edward and the poor girl. It was 
quite literally the case. It was quite literally the case that his passions—for the 
mistress of the Grand Duke, for Mrs Basil, for little Mrs Maidan, for Florence, for 
whom you will—these passions were merely preliminary canters compared to 
his final race with death for her. I am certain of that. I am not going to be so 
American as to say that all true love demands some sacrifice. It doesn’t. But I 
think that love will be truer and more permanent in which self-sacrifice has been 
exacted. And, in the case of the other women, Edward just cut in and cut them 
out as he did with the polo-ball from under the nose of Count Baron von Lelöffel. 
I don’t mean to say that he didn’t wear himself as thin as a lath in the endeavour 
to capture the other women; but over her he wore himself to rags and tatters and 
death—in the effort to leave her alone.%

And, in speaking to her on that night, he wasn’t, I am convinced, committing 
a baseness. It was as if his passion for her hadn’t existed; as if the very words 
that he spoke, without knowing that he spoke them, created the passion as they 
went along. Before he spoke, there was nothing; afterwards, it was the integral 
fact of his life. Well, I must get back to my story. 

And my story was concerning itself with Florence—with Florence, who heard 
those words from behind the tree. That of course is only conjecture, but I think 
the conjecture is pretty well justified. You have the fact that those two went out, 
that she followed them almost immediately afterwards through the darkness 
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baseness: (n) meanness, despicability, 
evil, depravity, wickedness, dirtiness, 
unworthiness, iniquity, infamy, 
lowness, villainy. ANTONYM: (n) 
goodness. 

conjecture: (n) supposition, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) certainty; 
(v) demonstrate, know, learn, prove. 

endeavour: (n) attempt, effort, pains,  

trial, try, enterprise, striving, 
contribution, braving; (v) exert, 
strive. 

formulating: (v) formulate. 
knapsack: (n) bag, rucksack, 

haversack, kitbag, packsack, pack, 
back pack, wallet, pouch, scrip, kit 
bag. 

lath: (n) fillet, spline, batten, plank, 
list, ribbon, strip, rod, flat timber, 
spill; (v) frame. 

loneliness: (n) desolation, aloneness,  

isolation, solitariness, lonesomeness, 
bleakness, forlornness, desolateness, 
temperament, unhappiness; (adj, n) 
solitude. ANTONYMS: (n) inclusion, 
cheerfulness, hopefulness. 

rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, 
sweepings, trash, waste; (n) clothing, 
tatter, orts, odds and ends, dress. 

self-sacrifice: (n) martyrdom, 
renunciation. 

tatters: (n) rags, clothing. 
wants: (n) need, necessities. 
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and, a little later, she came running back to the hotel with that pallid face and the 
hand clutching her dress over her heart. It can’t have been only Bagshawe. Her 
face was contorted with agony before ever her eyes fell upon me or upon him 
beside me. But I dare say Bagshawe may have been the determining influence in 
her suicide. Leonora says that she had that flask, apparently of nitrate of amyl, 
but actually of prussic acid, for many years and that she was determined to use it 
if ever I discovered the nature of her relationship with that fellow Jimmy. You 
see, the mainspring of her nature must have been vanity. There is no reason why 
it shouldn’t have been; I guess it is vanity that makes most of us keep straight, if 
we do keep straight, in this world.%

If it had been merely a matter of Edward’s relations with the girl I dare say 
Florence would have faced it out. She would no doubt have made him scenes, 
have threatened him, have appealed to his sense of humour, to his promises. But 
Mr Bagshawe and the fact that the date was the 4th of August must have been 
too much for her superstitious mind. You see, she had two things that she 
wanted. She wanted to be a great lady, installed in Branshaw Teleragh. She 
wanted also to retain my respect. 

She wanted, that is to say, to retain my respect for as long as she lived with 
me. I suppose, if she had persuaded Edward Ashburnham to bolt with her she 
would have let the whole thing go with a run. Or perhaps she would have tried 
to exact from me a new respect for the greatness of her passion on the lines of all 
for love and the world well lost. That would be just like Florence. 

In all matrimonial associations there is, I believe, one constant factor—a 
desire to deceive the person with whom one lives as to some weak spot in one’s 
character or in one’s career. For it is intolerable to live constantly with one 
human being who perceives one’s small meannesses. It is really death to do so—
that is why so many marriages turn out unhappily. 

I, for instance, am a rather greedy man; I have a taste for good cookery and a 
watering tooth at the mere sound of the names of certain comestibles. If Florence 
had discovered this secret of mine I should have found her knowledge of it so 
unbearable that I never could have supported all the other privations of the 
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comestibles: (v) ingesta, edibles; (n) 
food, grub, diet, bread. 

contorted: (adj) crooked, bent, 
writhed, writhen, deformed, 
distorted, wry, twist, misshapen, 
perverted, malformed. 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect. 

greatness: (n) excellence, dimension,  

dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity. 

marriages: (n) marriage, matrimony. 
matrimonial: (adj) marital, conjugal, 

married, bridal, nuptial, spousal, 
wedded, marriage, wedding, 
hymeneal, household. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unmarried, divorced, public. 

unhappily: (adv) wretchedly,  

unluckily, disconsolately, badly, 
woefully, forlornly, sorrowfully, 
unfortunately, dismally, dejectedly, 
despondently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, contentedly, luckily, 
willingly, enthusiastically, 
fortunately. 

watering: (n) tearing, sprinkle, 
lachrymation, lacrimation, wetting, 
irrigation, bodily process, body 
process, replenishment of water 
supplies, shedding tears, activity. 
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régime that she extracted from me. I am bound to say that Florence never 
discovered this secret.%

Certainly she never alluded to it; I dare say she never took sufficient interest 
in me. 

And the secret weakness of Florence—the weakness that she could not bear 
to have me discover, was just that early escapade with the fellow called Jimmy. 
Let me, as this is in all probability the last time I shall mention Florence’s name, 
dwell a little upon the change that had taken place in her psychology. She would 
not, I mean, have minded if I had discovered that she was the mistress of 
Edward Ashburnham. She would rather have liked it. Indeed, the chief trouble of 
poor Leonora in those days was to keep Florence from making, before me, 
theatrical displays, on one line or another, of that very fact. She wanted, in one 
mood, to come rushing to me, to cast herself on her knees at my feet and to 
declaim a carefully arranged, frightfully emotional, outpouring as to her 
passion. That was to show that she was like one of the great erotic women of 
whom history tells us. In another mood she would desire to come to me 
disdainfully and to tell me that I was considerably less than a man and that what 
had happened was what must happen when a real male came along. She wanted 
to say that in cool, balanced and sarcastic sentences. That was when she wished 
to appear like the heroine of a French comedy. Because of course she was always 
play acting. 

But what she didn’t want me to know was the fact of her first escapade with 
the fellow called Jimmy. She had arrived at figuring out the sort of low-down 
Bowery tough that that fellow was. Do you know what it is to shudder, in later 
life, for some small, stupid action—usually for some small, quite genuine piece of 
emotionalism—of your early life? Well, it was that sort of shuddering that came 
over Florence at the thought that she had surrendered to such a low fellow. I 
don’t know that she need have shuddered. It was her footing old uncle’s work; 
he ought never to have taken those two round the world together and shut 
himself up in his cabin for the greater part of the time. Anyhow, I am convinced 
that the sight of Mr Bagshawe and the thought that Mr Bagshawe—for she knew 
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declaim: (v) recite, denounce, perform, 
discourse, lecture, condemn, execute, 
narrate, inveigh; (n) speechify, 
flourish. 

disdainfully: (adv) contemptuously, 
superciliously, haughtily, proudly, 
cavalierly, derogatorily, 
contumeliously, sneeringly, 
arrogantly, insultingly, 
condescendingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
humbly, hopefully. 

escapade: (n) lark, adventure, prank,  

caper, exploit, romp, dangerous 
undertaking, crotchet, capriccio; (adj, 
n) monkey trick; (adj) boutade. 

figuring: (n) calculation, reckoning, 
estimation, computing, figure, 
approximation, conversion, 
derivative, differential, estimate, 
derived function. 

low-down: (adj) contemptible, shabby, 
sordid, squalid, wretched, ugly, 
lurid, paltry, unjust, wicked; (n) 
direction. 

outpouring: (n) outpour, effusion, 
flow, outflow, gush, jet, barrage, 
leakage, outburst, effluence, 
overflow. 

sarcastic: (adj) sharp, poignant, caustic, 
bitter, biting, pungent, acid, 
acrimonious, ironical; (adj, v) 
derisive, satirical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sympathetic, pleasant, approving, 
kind, complimentary, mild, 
respectful. 

surrendered: (adj) given. 
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that unpleasant and toadlike personality—the thought that Mr Bagshawe would 
almost certainly reveal to me that he had caught her coming out of Jimmy’s 
bedroom at five o’clock in the morning on the 4th of August, 1900—that was the 
determining influence in her suicide. And no doubt the effect of the date was too 
much for her superstitious personality. She had been born on the 4th of August; 
she had started to go round the world on the 4th of August; she had become a 
low fellow’s mistress on the 4th of August. On the same day of the year she had 
married me; on that 4th she had lost Edward’s love, and Bagshawe had appeared 
like a sinister omen—like a grin on the face of Fate. It was the last straw. She ran 
upstairs, arranged herself decoratively upon her bed—she was a sweetly pretty 
woman with smooth pink and white cheeks, long hair, the eyelashes falling like a 
tiny curtain on her cheeks. She drank the little phial of prussic acid and there she 
lay.—Oh, extremely charming and clear-cut—looking with a puzzled expression 
at the electric-light bulb that hung from the ceiling, or perhaps through it, to the 
stars above. Who knows? Anyhow, there was an end of Florence.%

You have no idea how quite extraordinarily for me that was the end of 
Florence. From that day to this I have never given her another thought; I have 
not bestowed upon her so much as a sigh. Of course, when it has been necessary 
to talk about her to Leonora, or when for the purpose of these writings I have 
tried to figure her out, I have thought about her as I might do about a problem in 
algebra. But it has always been as a matter for study, not for remembrance. She 
just went completely out of existence, like yesterday’s paper. 

I was so deadly tired. And I dare say that my week or ten days of 
affaissement—of what was practically catalepsy—was just the repose that my 
exhausted nature claimed after twelve years of the repression of my instincts, 
after twelve years of playing the trained poodle. For that was all that I had been. 
I suppose that it was the shock that did it—the several shocks. But I am 
unwilling to attribute my feelings at that time to anything so concrete as a shock. 
It was a feeling so tranquil. It was as if an immensely heavy—an unbearably 
heavy knapsack, supported upon my shoulders by straps, had fallen off and left 
my shoulders themselves that the straps had cut into, numb and without 
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algebra: (v) Nilpotent algebra, 
geometry, fluxions, analytical 
geometry, quadratics, arithmetic, 
analysis. 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate. 

bulb: (n) light bulb, knob, 
incandescent lamp, onion, lightbulb, 
Olfactory bulb, corm, nodule, pear, 
valve; (adj) globule. 

claimed: (adj) personal. 
decoratively: (adv) adorningly, fancily, 

ornately, by adorning, enhancingly, 
embellishingly. 

numb: (adj) benumbed, dead, asleep, 
torpid, insensible, deadened, callous, 
impassive; (adj, v) dull; (v) benumb, 
deaden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
responsive, conscious; (v) sensitize. 

poodle: (n) domestic dog, dog, poodle 
dog, miniature poodle, large poodle. 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, memorial, 
recall, relic, monument, keepsake,  

reminiscence, recognition; (adj, n) 
memento. 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation. 

unbearably: (adv) excruciatingly, 
unendurably, horrifically, 
disagreeably, unfeasibly, impossibly, 
terribly, rudely, agonizingly, badly, 
dreadfully. 
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sensation of life. I tell you, I had no regret. What had I to regret? I suppose that 
my inner soul—my dual personality—had realized long before that Florence was 
a personality of paper—that she represented a real human being with a heart, 
with feelings, with sympathies and with emotions only as a bank-note represents 
a certain quantity of gold. I know that sort of feeling came to the surface in me 
the moment the man Bagshawe told me that he had seen her coming out of that 
fellow’s bedroom. I thought suddenly that she wasn’t real; she was just a mass of 
talk out of guidebooks, of drawings out of fashion-plates. It is even possible that, 
if that feeling had not possessed me, I should have run up sooner to her room 
and might have prevented her drinking the prussic acid. But I just couldn’t do it; 
it would have been like chasing a scrap of paper—an occupation ignoble for a 
grown man.%

And, as it began, so that matter has remained. I didn’t care whether she had 
come out of that bedroom or whether she hadn’t. It simply didn’t interest me. 
Florence didn’t matter. 

I suppose you will retort that I was in love with Nancy Rufford and that my 
indifference was therefore discreditable. Well, I am not seeking to avoid 
discredit. I was in love with Nancy Rufford as I am in love with the poor child’s 
memory, quietly and quite tenderly in my American sort of way. I had never 
thought about it until I heard Leonora state that I might now marry her. But, 
from that moment until her worse than death, I do not suppose that I much 
thought about anything else. I don’t mean to say that I sighed about her or 
groaned; I just wanted to marry her as some people want to go to Carcassonne. 

Do you understand the feeling—the sort of feeling that you must get certain 
matters out of the way, smooth out certain fairly negligible complications before 
you can go to a place that has, during all your life, been a sort of dream city? I 
didn’t attach much importance to my superior years. I was forty-five, and she, 
poor thing, was only just rising twenty-two. But she was older than her years 
and quieter. She seemed to have an odd quality of sainthood, as if she must 
inevitably end in a convent with a white coif framing her face. But she had 
frequently told me that she had no vocation; it just simply wasn’t there—the 
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bank-note: (n) greenback. 
coif: (v) groom, arrange, neaten, 

become gelatinous, set, act, adjust; (n) 
cap, hood, kerchief, skullcap. 

discredit: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
degrade, reproach, shame, doubt, 
defame, slur; (v) disbelieve, decry, 
impeach. ANTONYMS: (n, v) honor; 
(v) believe, credit, dignify, praise, 
trust, verify, support, laud, 
commend, accept. 

discreditable: (adj, n) disgraceful; (adj) 

dishonorable, shameful, 
dishonourable, scandalous, 
reprehensible, outrageous, ignoble, 
humiliating, base, reproachful. 

framing: (n) frame, casing, sash, 
doorcase, cornice, cowcatcher, 
coaming, deckle, clotheshorse, buffer, 
derrick. 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) honorable, glorious. 
retort: (n, v) answer, return, riposte; 

(n) response, rejoinder, repartee, 
comeback; (v) respond, repay, rejoin, 
alembic. 

sainthood: (n) group, grouping. 
tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 

delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly. 
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desire %to become a nun. Well, I guess that I was a sort of convent myself; it 
seemed fairly proper that she should make her vows to me. No, I didn’t see any 
impediment on the score of age. I dare say no man does and I was pretty 
confident that with a little preparation, I could make a young girl happy. I could 
spoil her as few young girls have ever been spoiled; and I couldn’t regard myself 
as personally repulsive. No man can, or if he ever comes to do so, that is the end 
of him. But, as soon as I came out of my catalepsy, I seemed to perceive that my 
problem—that what I had to do to prepare myself for getting into contact with 
her, was just to get back into contact with life. I had been kept for twelve years in 
a rarefied atmosphere; what I then had to do was a little fighting with real life, 
some wrestling with men of business, some travelling amongst larger cities, 
something harsh, something masculine. I didn’t want to present myself to Nancy 
Rufford as a sort of an old maid. That was why, just a fortnight after Florence’s 
suicide, I set off for the United States. 
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catalepsy: (adj) trance, catalepsis, 
fixity, immobility. 

convent: (n, v) abbey, cloister; (n) 
monastery, friary, priory, nunnery, 
community, retreat. 

impediment: (n, v) hindrance, check, 
difficulty, delay; (n) bar, hitch, 
barrier, obstruction, drawback, 
encumbrance, block. ANTONYMS: 
(n) benefit, boost, incentive, strength.

rarefied: (adj) thin, exalted, lofty, 
rarified, tenuous, idealistic, noble,  

majestic, refined, spiritual, thinner. 
repulsive: (adj) offensive, detestable, 

ugly, disagreeable, nauseous, 
hideous, loathsome, abhorrent; (adj, 
v) abominable, hateful, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, desirable, reputable, 
lovely, lovable, humane, appealing, 
laudable. 

spoil: (n, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, 
deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, damage, 
injure, harm, indulge. ANTONYMS: 

(v) improve, conserve, enliven, help, 
abuse, beautify, deny, neglect, 
correct, respect, clean. 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled. 

wrestling: (n) grapple, grappling, 
rassling, bout, event, clamshell, 
athletics, boxing, braving, pugilism; 
(adj) fighting. 
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I I  

 
 
Immediately after Florence’s death Leonora began to put the leash upon 

Nancy Rufford and Edward. She had guessed what had happened under the 
trees near the Casino. They stayed at Nauheim some weeks after I went, and 
Leonora has told me that that was the most deadly time of her existence. It 
seemed like a long, silent duel with invisible weapons, so she said. And it was 
rendered all the more difficult by the girl’s entire innocence. For Nancy was 
always trying to go off alone with Edward—as she had been doing all her life, 
whenever she was home for holidays. She just wanted him to say nice things to 
her again.%

You see, the position was extremely complicated. It was as complicated as it 
well could be, along delicate lines. There was the complication caused by the fact 
that Edward and Leonora never spoke to each other except when other people 
were present. Then, as I have said, their demeanours were quite perfect. There 
was the complication caused by the girl’s entire innocence; there was the further 
complication that both Edward and Leonora really regarded the girl as their 
daughter. Or it might be more precise to say that they regarded her as being 
Leonora’s daughter. And Nancy was a queer girl; it is very difficult to describe 
her to you. 
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complication: (n) difficulty, intricacy, 
tangle, labyrinth, confusion, problem, 
muddle, development, complicacy, 
maze, mess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
solution, simplicity, answer, help, 
clarity. 

deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) 
baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; 
(adv) lifelessly, lethally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy,  

healthful, benign, innocuous, 
exciting. 

duel: (v) combat, duello, contest, buck, 
repel, resist; (n, v) fight, tilt; (n) affaire 
d'honneur, monomachy, prize fight. 

guessed: (adj) rude, inscrutable. 
innocence: (n) blamelessness, chastity, 

ignorance, ingenuousness, purity, 
gullibility, artlessness, innocent, 
simplicity, harmlessness, 
guiltlessness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sophistication, experience, fault,  

dirtiness, wariness, dishonesty. 
invisible: (adj) obscure, hidden, 

inconspicuous, intangible, sightless, 
concealed, impalpable, occult, 
indiscernible, inappreciable, unseen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
conspicuous, noticeable, palpable. 

leash: (n, v) tether, harness; (v) bind, 
curb, rope; (n) bridle, constraint, 
restraint, strap; (adj) grapple, belay. 

trees: (n) foliage. 
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She was tall and strikingly thin; she had a tortured mouth, agonized eyes, 
and a quite extraordinary sense of fun. You, might put it that at times she was 
exceedingly grotesque and at times extraordinarily beautiful. Why, she had the 
heaviest head of black hair that I have ever come across; I used to wonder how 
she could bear the weight of it. She was just over twenty-one and at times she 
seemed as old as the hills, at times not much more than sixteen. At one moment 
she would be talking of the lives of the saints and at the next she would be 
tumbling all over the lawn with the St Bernard puppy. She could ride to hounds 
like a Maenad and she could sit for hours perfectly still, steeping handkerchief 
after handkerchief in vinegar when Leonora had one of her headaches. She was, 
in short, a miracle of patience who could be almost miraculously impatient. It 
was, no doubt, the convent training that effected that. I remember that one of her 
letters to me, when she was about sixteen, ran something like:%

“On Corpus Christi”—or it may have been some other saint’s day, I cannot 
keep these things in my head—”our school played Roehampton at Hockey. And, 
seeing that our side was losing, being three goals to one against us at halftime, 
we retired into the chapel and prayed for victory. We won by five goals to three.” 
And I remember that she seemed to describe afterwards a sort of saturnalia. 
Apparently, when the victorious fifteen or eleven came into the refectory for 
supper, the whole school jumped upon the tables and cheered and broke the 
chairs on the floor and smashed the crockery—for a given time, until the 
Reverend Mother rang a hand-bell. That is of course the Catholic tradition—
saturnalia that can end in a moment, like the crack of a whip. I don’t, of course, 
like the tradition, but I am bound to say that it gave Nancy—or at any rate Nancy 
had—a sense of rectitude that I have never seen surpassed. It was a thing like a 
knife that looked out of her eyes and that spoke with her voice, just now and 
then. It positively frightened me. I suppose that I was almost afraid to be in a 
world where there could be so fine a standard. I remember when she was about 
fifteen or sixteen on going back to the convent I once gave her a couple of English 
sovereigns as a tip. She thanked me in a peculiarly heartfelt way, saying that it 
would come in extremely handy. I asked her why and she explained. There was 
a rule at the school that the pupils were not to speak when they walked through 
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halftime: (n) interruption, 
intermission, suspension. 

headaches: (n) cephalalgia. 
heartfelt: (adj) cordial, sincere, devout, 

dear, genuine, wholehearted, frank, 
deep, honest, fervent, real. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest, 
unenthusiastic, impassive. 

miraculously: (adv) astoundingly, 
marvelously, strangely, remarkably, 
stupendously, supernaturally, 
astonishingly, staggeringly,  

wondrously, startlingly, 
phenomenally. 

rang: (n) rung. 
rectitude: (adj, n) justice, honesty, 

equity; (n) integrity, veracity, virtue, 
uprightness, morality, purity, 
propriety; (adj) fidelity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) immorality, 
incorrectness, wickedness. 

refectory: (n) restaurant, dining room, 
canteen, hall, mess hall, mess, eatery, 
cafeteria. 

saturnalia: (adj, n) debauch; (n) orgy, 
revelry, revel, riot, debauchery, 
drunken revelry; (adj) jollification, 
carousal, drinking bout, Babel. 

sixteen: (n) large integer. 
sovereigns: (n) crowned heads, royals, 

royalty. 
steeping: (n) steeping treatment, alum 

cake, maceration. 
vinegar: (n) verjuice, eisel, crab, 

condiment, chili vinegar, brine, cider 
vinegar, acetum, acetic acid, alum. 
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the garden from the chapel to the refectory. And, since this rule appeared to be 
idiotic and arbitrary, she broke it on purpose day after day. In the evening the 
children were all asked if they had committed any faults during the day, and 
every evening Nancy confessed that she had broken this particular rule. It cost 
her sixpence a time, that being the fine attached to the offence. Just for the 
information I asked her why she always confessed, and she answered in these 
exact words: 

“Oh, well, the girls of the Holy Child have always been noted for their 
truthfulness. It’s a beastly bore, but I’ve got to do it.”%

I dare say that the miserable nature of her childhood, coming before the 
mixture of saturnalia and discipline that was her convent life, added something 
to her queernesses. Her father was a violent madman of a fellow, a major of one 
of what I believe are called the Highland regiments. He didn’t drink, but he had 
an ungovernable temper, and the first thing that Nancy could remember was 
seeing her father strike her mother with his clenched fist so that her mother fell 
over sideways from the breakfast-table and lay motionless. The mother was no 
doubt an irritating woman and the privates of that regiment appeared to have 
been irritating, too, so that the house was a place of outcries and perpetual 
disturbances. Mrs Rufford was Leonora’s dearest friend and Leonora could be 
cutting enough at times. But I fancy she was as nothing to Mrs Rufford. The 
Major would come in to lunch harassed and already spitting out oaths after an 
unsatisfactory morning’s drilling of his stubborn men beneath a hot sun. And 
then Mrs Rufford would make some cutting remark and pandemonium would 
break loose. Once, when she had been about twelve, Nancy had tried to 
intervene between the pair of them. Her father had struck her full upon the 
forehead a blow so terrible that she had lain unconscious for three days. 
Nevertheless, Nancy seemed to prefer her father to her mother. She remembered 
rough kindnesses from him. Once or twice when she had been quite small he had 
dressed her in a clumsy, impatient, but very tender way. It was nearly always 
impossible to get a servant to stay in the family and, for days at a time, 
apparently, Mrs Rufford would be incapable. I fancy she drank. At any rate, she 
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beastly: (adj) animal, disgusting, 
horrid, bestial, brute; (adj, v) nasty, 
abominable, offensive; (adv) ugly, 
brutally, brutely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
civilized, cultured, kind, good, 
refined, humane, inoffensive; (adj) 
lovely, pleasant. 

clenched: (adj) tight, clinched. 
idiotic: (adj) absurd, foolish, fatuous, 

imbecile, crazy, stupid, ridiculous, 
mindless, silly, unwise, daft. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, genius,  

clever. 
madman: (n) bedlamite, maniac, crazy, 

loony, nut, madcap, looney, loco, 
sufferer, raver, nutcase. 

pandemonium: (n) chaos, confusion, 
hubbub, disorder, commotion, racket, 
turmoil, noise, mayhem, clamor, 
hullabaloo. ANTONYMS: (n) order, 
peace, calm. 

privates: (n) genitalia, genitals, genital 
organ, crotch, female genitalia, male 
genitalia, family jewels, fork,  

pudendal. 
truthfulness: (adj, n) honesty, 

sincerity, probity, honor; (n) truth, 
openness, frankness, candor, faith, 
loyalty; (adj) integrity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) untruthfulness, inaccuracy, 
evasiveness, caution, deceit. 

ungovernable: (adj) unruly, 
uncontrollable, irrepressible, 
intractable, licentious, violent, wild, 
indocile, uncontrolled, turbulent; (adj, 
v) headstrong. 
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had so cutting a tongue that even Nancy was afraid of her—she so made fun of 
any tenderness, she so sneered at all emotional displays. Nancy must have been a 
very emotional child.%

Then one day, quite suddenly, on her return from a ride at Fort William, 
Nancy had been sent, with her governess, who had a white face, right down 
South to that convent school. She had been expecting to go there in two months’ 
time. Her mother disappeared from her life at that time. A fortnight later 
Leonora came to the convent and told her that her mother was dead. Perhaps she 
was. At any rate, I never heard until the very end what became of Mrs Rufford. 
Leonora never spoke of her. 

And then Major Rufford went to India, from which he returned very seldom 
and only for very short visits; and Nancy lived herself gradually into the life at 
Branshaw Teleragh. I think that, from that time onwards, she led a very happy 
life, till the end. There were dogs and horses and old servants and the Forest. 
And there were Edward and Leonora, who loved her. 

I had known her all the time—I mean, that she always came to the 
Ashburnhams’ at Nauheim for the last fortnight of their stay—and I watched her 
gradually growing. She was very cheerful with me. She always even kissed me, 
night and morning, until she was about eighteen. And she would skip about and 
fetch me things and laugh at my tales of life in Philadelphia. But, beneath her 
gaiety, I fancy that there lurked some terrors. I remember one day, when she was 
just eighteen, during one of her father’s rare visits to Europe, we were sitting in 
the gardens, near the iron-stained fountain. Leonora had one of her headaches 
and we were waiting for Florence and Edward to come from their baths. You 
have no idea how beautiful Nancy looked that morning. 

We were talking about the desirability of taking tickets in lotteries—of the 
moral side of it, I mean. She was all in white, and so tall and fragile; and she had 
only just put her hair up, so that the carriage of her neck had that charming touch 
of youth and of unfamiliarity. Over her throat there played the reflection from a 
little pool of water, left by a thunderstorm of the night before, and all the rest of 
her features were in the diffused and luminous shade of her white parasol. Her 
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desirability: (n) appeal, advisability, 
charm, goodness, attraction, 
suitability, allurement, attractiveness, 
expediency, lure, oomph. 
ANTONYMS: (n) repulsion, 
foolishness. 

diffused: (adj) spread, dispersed, dim, 
distributed, softened. 

governess: (n) chaperon, preceptress, 
nanny, trainer, tutor, professor, 
lecturer, rectoress, educator, rectrix, 
instructress. 

luminous: (adj) glowing, brilliant, 
lustrous, lucent, sunny, lambent, 
radiant, light, aglow; (adj, n) lucid, 
clear. ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, 
obscure. 

parasol: (n) sunshade, canopy, 
awning, umbrella, marquee, beach 
umbrella, shade, cover, tilt, tent. 

skip: (n, v) bound, leap, hop, caper, 
trip; (v) dance, bounce, prance, skim; 
(adj, v) miss; (n) omission. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attend, trudge,  

include. 
thunderstorm: (n) storm, electrical 

storm, electric storm, tempest, 
hurricane, gale, downpour, 
rainstorm, shower, snowstorm; (adj) 
earthquake. 

unfamiliarity: (n) ignorance, oddity, 
novelty, abnormality, crotchet, 
eccentricity, quirk, queerness, 
outlandishness, freakishness, 
quaintness. ANTONYM: (n) 
familiarity. 
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dark hair just showed beneath her broad, white hat of pierced, chip straw; her 
throat was very long and leaned forward, and her eyebrows, arching a little as 
she laughed at some old-fashionedness in my phraseology, had abandoned their 
tense line. And there was a little colour in her cheeks and light in her deep blue 
eyes. And to think that that vivid white thing, that saintly and swanlike being—
to think that. . . Why, she was like the sail of a ship, so white and so definite in 
her movements. And to think that she will never... Why, she will never do 
anything again. I can’t believe it...%

Anyhow, we were chattering away about the morality of lotteries. And then, 
suddenly, there came from the arcades behind us the overtones of her father’s 
unmistakable voice; it was as if a modified foghorn had boomed with a reed 
inside it. I looked round to catch sight of him. A tall, fair, stiffly upright man of 
fifty, he was walking away with an Italian baron who had had much to do with 
the Belgian Congo. They must have been talking about the proper treatment of 
natives, for I heard him say: 

“Oh, hang humanity!” 
When I looked again at Nancy her eyes were closed and her face was more 

pallid than her dress, which had at least some pinkish reflections from the gravel. 
It was dreadful to see her with her eyes closed like that. 

“Oh!” she exclaimed, and her hand that had appeared to be groping, settled 
for a moment on my arm. “Never speak of it. Promise never to tell my father of 
it. It brings back those dreadful dreams...” And, when she opened her eyes she 
looked straight into mine. “The blessed saints,” she said, “you would think they 
would spare you such things. I don’t believe all the sinning in the world could 
make one deserve them.” 

They say the poor thing was always allowed a light at night, even in her 
bedroom... And yet, no young girl could more archly and lovingly have played 
with an adored father. She was always holding him by both coat lapels; cross-
questioning him as to how he spent his time; kissing the top of his head. Ah, she 
was well-bred, if ever anyone was. 
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arching: (adj) arced, curved, bowed, 
arciform, arcuate; (n) hogging, 
curvature, upthrust. 

archly: (adv) mischievously, sly, 
wickedly, playfully, waggishly, 
roguishly, shrewdly, wily, 
consummately, roundly, craftily. 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter. 

deserve: (v) rate, warrant, gain, earn,  

to deserve, demand, justify, bear; (n, 
v) reward; (n) richly deserve, worth. 

foghorn: (n) fogsignal, diaphone, 
horn, alarum, alert. 

groping: (adj) fumbling, gropingly, 
investigative, incertain, blind, 
probing, tentative, uncertain, unsure, 
hesitant, exploratory. 

natives: (n) nation, populace, 
community, citizens, public. 

phraseology: (n) language, expression, 
phrasing, wording, idiom,  

vernacular, dialect, choice of words, 
terminology, locution; (n, v) style. 

pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
penetrated, cut, cleft. 

saintly: (adj, adv) godly; (adj) saintlike, 
sacred, pious, angelic, sainted, 
religious, devout, beatific, righteous, 
divine. ANTONYMS: (adj) sinful, 
unholy, wicked, secular. 

sinning: (n) sin, hell, evildoing, 
original sin, mortal sin; (adj) errant, 
corrupt, faulty, morbid, peccant, evil. 
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The poor, wretched man cringed before her—but she could not have done 
more to put him at his ease. Perhaps she had had lessons in it at her convent. It 
was only that peculiar note of his voice, used when he was overbearing or 
dogmatic, that could unman her—and that was only visible when it came 
unexpectedly. That was because the bad dreams that the blessed saints allowed 
her to have for her sins always seemed to her to herald themselves by the 
booming sound of her father’s voice. It was that sound that had always preceded 
his entrance for the terrible lunches of her childhood...%

I have reported, earlier in this chapter, that Leonora said, during that 
remainder of their stay at Nauheim, after I had left, it had seemed to her that she 
was fighting a long duel with unseen weapons against silent adversaries. Nancy, 
as I have also said, was always trying to go off with Edward alone. That had 
been her habit for years. And Leonora found it to be her duty to stop that. It was 
very difficult. Nancy was used to having her own way, and for years she had 
been used to going off with Edward, ratting, rabbiting, catching salmon down at 
Fordingbridge, district-visiting of the sort that Edward indulged in, or calling on 
the tenants. And at Nauheim she and Edward had always gone up to the Casino 
alone in the evenings—at any rate, whenever Florence did not call for his 
attendance. It shows the obviously innocent nature of the regard of those two 
that even Florence had never had any idea of jealousy. Leonora had cultivated 
the habit of going to bed at ten o’clock. 

I don’t know how she managed it, but, for all the time they were at Nauheim, 
she contrived never to let those two be alone together, except in broad daylight, 
in very crowded places. If a Protestant had done that it would no doubt have 
awakened a self-consciousness in the girl. But Catholics, who have always 
reservations and queer spots of secrecy, can manage these things better. And I 
dare say that two things made this easier—the death of Florence and the fact that 
Edward was obviously sickening. He appeared, indeed, to be very ill; his 
shoulders began to be bowed; there were pockets under his eyes; he had 
extraordinary moments of inattention. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dogmatic: (adj) arbitrary, overbearing, 
authoritative, authoritarian, narrow, 
peremptory, doctrinal, doctrinaire; 
(adj, v) absolute, confident, formal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, doubtful, 
uncertain, amenable, equivocal, 
indecisive, questioning, tolerant, 
ambiguous, polite, liberal. 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired. 

nancy: (n) Nanchang. 
overbearing: (adj) dictatorial,  

domineering, arrogant, imperious, 
oppressive, despotic, authoritarian, 
supercilious, dogmatic, disdainful, 
lordly. ANTONYMS: (adj) meek, 
straightforward, modest, reasonable, 
subservient, weak. 

ratting: (n) revelation, revealing, 
betrayal, making known, disclosure. 

reservations: (n) reservation, 
uncertainties, cold feet, doubts, 
misgivings, qualms, worries. 

self-consciousness: (n)  

embarrassment, inhibition. 
sickening: (adj) revolting, nauseous, 

offensive, repulsive, foul, nauseating, 
noisome, obnoxious, loathsome, 
repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
pleasant, delightful, wholesome, 
light, appealing, wonderful. 

unman: (adj) deject, knock down, 
damp, dash, sink, lower, dull; (v) 
unnerve, emasculate, enervate; (n) 
appall. 
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And Leonora describes herself as watching him as a fierce cat watches an 
unconscious pigeon in a roadway. In that silent watching, again, I think she was 
a Catholic—of a people that can think thoughts alien to ours and keep them to 
themselves. And the thoughts passed through her mind; some of them even got 
through to Edward with never a word spoken. At first she thought that it might 
be remorse, or grief, for the death of Florence that was oppressing him. But she 
watched and watched, and uttered apparently random sentences about Florence 
before the girl, and she perceived that he had no grief and no remorse. He had 
not any idea that Florence could have committed suicide without writing at least 
a tirade to him. The absence of that made him certain that it had been heart 
disease. For Florence had never undeceived him on that point. She thought it 
made her seem more romantic.%

No, Edward had no remorse. He was able to say to himself that he had 
treated Florence with gallant attentiveness of the kind that she desired until two 
hours before her death. Leonora gathered that from the look in his eyes, and 
from the way he straightened his shoulders over her as she lay in her coffin—
from that and a thousand other little things. She would speak suddenly about 
Florence to the girl and he would not start in the least; he would not even pay 
attention, but would sit with bloodshot eyes gazing at the tablecloth. He drank a 
good deal, at that time—a steady soaking of drink every evening till long after 
they had gone to bed. 

For Leonora made the girl go to bed at ten, unreasonable though that seemed 
to Nancy. She would understand that, whilst they were in a sort of half 
mourning for Florence, she ought not to be seen at public places, like the Casino; 
but she could not see why she should not accompany her uncle upon his evening 
strolls though the park. I don’t know what Leonora put up as an excuse—
something, I fancy, in the nature of a nightly orison that she made the girl and 
herself perform for the soul of Florence. And then, one evening, about a fortnight 
later, when the girl, growing restive at even devotional exercises, clamoured 
once more to be allowed to go for a walk with Edward, and when Leonora was 
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attentiveness: (n) alertness, courtesy, 
thoughtfulness, consideration, 
attention, application, care, 
cautiousness, regard, heed, notice. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inattentiveness, 
distraction, neglect, negligence, 
unconsciousness, rudeness, 
carelessness, laziness. 

bloodshot: (n) inflamed. 
devotional: (adj) prayerful, religious, 

holy, pious, solemn, godly, 
reverential, reverent, conscientious;  

(v) devout, pure. 
gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, 

courageous, chivalrous, bold, manly, 
heroic, dashing, courteous, fine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, rude, 
selfish. 

orison: (n) invocation, intercession, 
supplication, benediction, request, 
rogation, communion, entreaty, 
commination, collect, blessing. 

restive: (adj) obstinate, edgy, fidgety, 
jittery, impatient, jumpy, intractable, 

restless, uptight, perverse; (adj, v) 
skittish. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
patient. 

tablecloth: (n) duster, napery, rag, 
table linen. 

tirade: (n) diatribe, invective, sermon, 
speech, recitation, Philippic, oration, 
delivery, broadside, lecture, say. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, harmony, 
praise. 

undeceived: (adj) disillusioned, 
disenchanted. 
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really at her wits’ end, Edward gave himself into her hands. He was just 
standing up from dinner and had his face averted.%

But he turned his heavy head and his bloodshot eyes upon his wife and 
looked full at her. 

“Doctor von Hauptmann,” he said, “has ordered me to go to bed 
immediately after dinner. My heart’s much worse.” 

He continued to look at Leonora for a long minute—with a sort of heavy 
contempt. And Leonora understood that, with his speech, he was giving her the 
excuse that she needed for separating him from the girl, and with his eyes he was 
reproaching her for thinking that he would try to corrupt Nancy. 

He went silently up to his room and sat there for a long time—until the girl 
was well in bed—reading in the Anglican prayer-book. And about half-past ten 
she heard his footsteps pass her door, going outwards. Two and a half hours 
later they came back, stumbling heavily. 

She remained, reflecting upon this position until the last night of their stay at 
Nauheim. Then she suddenly acted. For, just in the same way, suddenly after 
dinner, she looked at him and said: 

“Teddy, don’t you think you could take a night off from your doctor’s orders 
and go with Nancy to the Casino. The poor child has had her visit so spoiled.” 

He looked at her in turn for a long, balancing minute. 
“Why, yes,” he said at last. 
Nancy jumped out of her chair and kissed him. Those two words, Leonora 

said, gave her the greatest relief of any two syllables she had ever heard in her 
life. For she realized that Edward was breaking up, not under the desire for 
possession, but from the dogged determination to hold his hand. She could relax 
some of her vigilance. 

Nevertheless, she sat in the darkness behind her half-closed jalousies, looking 
over the street and the night and the trees until, very late, she could hear Nancy’s 
clear voice coming closer and saying: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

balancing: (adj, n) matching; (n) 
bringing into state of equilibrium, 
adjustment, equalization, equipoise, 
reconciliation, redress, wheel 
balancing, balancing accountancy, 
comparison; (adj) libratory. 

dogged: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
willful, bullheaded, insistent, 
obstinate, tenacious, wilful, untiring, 
resolute, persistent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) yielding, compromising, 
indifferent, undetermined. 

footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, 
trail, path, track, footpath. 

heard: (n) hearing. 
outwards: (adj) out, over, with out; 

(adv) beyond, out of doors. 
ANTONYM: (adv) inward. 

reproaching: (adj) opprobrious. 
stumbling: (adj) lurching, astounding, 

hesitant, halting, awkward, 
astonishing, maladroit, clumsy, 
weaving; (adv) stumblingly; (n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (adj) firm. 

vigilance: (n) caution, alertness, 
prudence, attention, watchfulness, 
surveillance, jealousy, vigil, watch, 
circumspection; (adj) vigilant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
indiscretion, negligence, 
inattentiveness, recklessness. 

wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother wit, 
right mind, judgment. 
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“You did look an old guy with that false nose.” There had been some sort of 
celebration of a local holiday up in the Kursaal. And Edward replied with his 
sort of sulky good nature: 

“As for you, you looked like old Mother Sideacher.” 
The girl came swinging along, a silhouette beneath a gas-lamp; Edward, 

another, slouched at her side. They were talking just as they had talked any time 
since the girl had been seventeen; with the same tones, the same joke about an 
old beggar woman who always amused them at Branshaw. The girl, a little later, 
opened Leonora’s door whilst she was still kissing Edward on the forehead as 
she had done every night.%

“We’ve had a most glorious time,” she said. “He’s ever so much better. He 
raced me for twenty yards home. Why are you all in the dark?” 

Leonora could hear Edward going about in his room, but, owing to the girl’s 
chatter, she could not tell whether he went out again or not. And then, very 
much later, because she thought that if he were drinking again something must 
be done to stop it, she opened for the first time, and very softly, the never-
opened door between their rooms. She wanted to see if he had gone out again. 
Edward was kneeling beside his bed with his head hidden in the counterpane. 
His arms, outstretched, held out before him a little image of the Blessed Virgin—
a tawdry, scarlet and Prussian blue affair that the girl had given him on her first 
return from the convent. His shoulders heaved convulsively three times, and 
heavy sobs came from him before she could close the door. He was not a 
Catholic; but that was the way it took him. 

Leonora slept for the first time that night with a sleep from which she never 
once started. 
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amused: (adj) amusing, smiling, 
tickled pink, pleased, diverted. 

beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver. 

chatter: (n, v) babble, gossip, prattle, 
gab, cackle, natter; (adj, n, v) jabber; 
(adj, v) prate, palaver; (v) blabber, 
patter. ANTONYM: (v) drawl. 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with  

convulsions. 
counterpane: (n) bedspread, coverlet, 

bedcover, blanket, spread, bed 
covering, bed cover, tarpaulin, 
drugget, rug, sheet. 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance. 

silhouette: (n) contour, outline, shape, 
form, figure, circuit, lines tournure, 
ambit, perimeter, periphery; (n, v)  

shade. 
slouched: (adj) slumped. 
sulky: (adj) gloomy, grouchy, morose, 

surly, peevish, moody, dismal, cross, 
petulant, crabby; (adj, v) glum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resigned, 
cheerful; (n) cheeriness. 

tawdry: (adj) cheap, shoddy, 
meretricious, showy, flashy, garish, 
loud, tasteless, trashy, tacky, brassy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
nice, quality. 
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And then Leonora completely broke down—on the day that they returned to 

Branshaw Teleragh. It is the infliction of our miserable minds—it is the scourge 
of atrocious but probably just destiny that no grief comes by itself. No, any great 
grief, though the grief itself may have gone, leaves in its place a train of horrors, 
of misery, and despair. For Leonora was, in herself, relieved. She felt that she 
could trust Edward with the girl and she knew that Nancy could be absolutely 
trusted. And then, with the slackening of her vigilance, came the slackening of 
her entire mind. This is perhaps the most miserable part of the entire story. For it 
is miserable to see a clean intelligence waver; and Leonora wavered.%

You are to understand that Leonora loved Edward with a passion that was 
yet like an agony of hatred. And she had lived with him for years and years 
without addressing to him one word of tenderness. I don’t know how she could 
do it. At the beginning of that relationship she had been just married off to him. 
She had been one of seven daughters in a bare, untidy Irish manor-house to 
which she had returned from the convent I have so often spoken of. She had left 
it just a year and she was just nineteen. It is impossible to imagine such 
inexperience as was hers. You might almost say that she had never spoken to a 
man except a priest. Coming straight from the convent, she had gone in behind 
the high walls of the manor-house that was almost more cloistral than any 
convent could have been. There were the seven girls, there was the strained 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

atrocious: (adj) monstrous, awful, 
heinous, abominable, wicked, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, bad, 
horrible; (adj, n) outrageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humane, 
benevolent, drivable, elegant, 
virtuous, good, passable, fine, kind, 
admirable, tasteful. 

cloistral: (adj) conventual, monastic, 
monastical, claustral, unworldly, 
cloisteral. 

inexperience: (adj) inexperienced,  

indexterity, incomprehension, 
inability; (adj, n) simplicity; (n) 
freshness, innocence, ignorance, 
newness, callowness, unfamiliarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) skillfulness, 
sophistication, wisdom. 

infliction: (adj) affliction; (n) 
punishment, annoyance, imposition, 
discipline, worry, penalty, nuisance, 
bother, hardship, misery. 

nineteen: (adj, n) XIX; (n) large integer.
scourge: (n) curse, blight, affliction,  

plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, 
flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) 
whip. 

slackening: (n) relaxation, reduction, 
lessening, slack, abatement, ease, 
easing, alleviation, ebb, laxation; (adj) 
lentando. ANTONYM: (n) 
intensification. 

waver: (v) vacillate, fluctuate, hesitate, 
totter, hover, wave; (n, v) quiver, 
flicker, shake, flutter, tremble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resolve, continue. 
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mother, there was the worried father at whom, three times in the course of that 
year, the tenants took pot-shots from behind a hedge. The women-folk, upon the 
whole, the tenants respected. Once a week each of the girls, since there were 
seven of them, took a drive with the mother in the old basketwork chaise drawn 
by a very fat, very lumbering pony. They paid occasionally a call, but even these 
were so rare that, Leonora has assured me, only three times in the year that 
succeeded her coming home from the convent did she enter another person’s 
house. For the rest of the time the seven sisters ran about in the neglected 
gardens between the unpruned espaliers. Or they played lawn-tennis or fives in 
an angle of a great wall that surrounded the garden—an angle from which the 
fruit trees had long died away. They painted in water-colour; they embroidered; 
they copied verses into albums. Once a week they went to Mass; once a week to 
the confessional, accompanied by an old nurse. They were happy since they had 
known no other life.%

It appeared to them a singular extravagance when, one day, a photographer 
was brought over from the county town and photographed them standing, all 
seven, in the shadow of an old apple tree with the grey lichen on the raddled 
trunk. But it wasn’t an extravagance. 

Three weeks before Colonel Powys had written to Colonel Ashburnham: 
“I say, Harry, couldn’t your Edward marry one of my girls? It would be a 

god-send to me, for I’m at the end of my tether and, once one girl begins to go 
off, the rest of them will follow.” He went on to say that all his daughters were 
tall, upstanding, clean-limbed and absolutely pure, and he reminded Colonel 
Ashburnham that, they having been married on the same day, though in 
different churches, since the one was a Catholic and the other an Anglican—they 
had said to each other, the night before, that, when the time came, one of their 
sons should marry one of their daughters. Mrs Ashburnham had been a Powys 
and remained Mrs Powys’ dearest friend. They had drifted about the world as 
English soldiers do, seldom meeting, but their women always in correspondence 
one with another. They wrote about minute things such as the teething of 
Edward and of the earlier daughters or the best way to repair a Jacob’s ladder in 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, 
rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, 
bed, cabriole chair, chair. 

confessional: (n) ambo, kiosk, cubicle, 
credence, prothesis, reading desk, 
baldachin, pulpit, confessionary, 
lectern, booth. 

fives: (n) LA grace, battledore and 
shuttlecock, rackets, court game. 

lichen: (n) crotal, crottle, crottal, 
basidiolichen, mold, moss, arctic 
moss, conferva, beard lichen, beard  

moss, crottles. 
lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 

ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 
gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty. 

raddled: (adj) haggard, worn, drawn, 
careworn, emaciated, tired, pinched; 
(n) primed, sewed up, tight, whittled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh. 

sisters: (n) sistren. 

teething: (n) teeth, odontiasis. 
tether: (n, v) leash; (v) bind, chain, 

moor, harness, fasten, pin down; (adj, 
v) hitch; (adj) truss, string; (n) lead. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unfasten, unchain, 
undo. 

upstanding: (adj) upright, erect, 
honorable, worthy, noble, moral, 
principled, honest, straightforward, 
respectable, decent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disreputable, corrupted, 
degenerate, immoral, prone. 
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a stocking. And, if they met seldom, yet it was often enough to keep each other’s 
personalities fresh in their minds, gradually growing a little stiff in the joints, but 
always with enough to talk about and with a store of reminiscences. Then, as his 
girls began to come of age when they must leave the convent in which they were 
regularly interned during his years of active service, Colonel Powys retired from 
the army with the necessity of making a home for them. It happened that the 
Ashburnhams had never seen any of the Powys girls, though, whenever the four 
parents met in London, Edward Ashburnham was always of the party. He was at 
that time twenty-two and, I believe, almost as pure in mind as Leonora herself. It 
is odd how a boy can have his virgin intelligence untouched in this world.%

That was partly due to the careful handling of his mother, partly to the fact 
that the house to which he went at Winchester had a particularly pure tone and 
partly to Edward’s own peculiar aversion from anything like coarse language or 
gross stories. At Sandhurst he had just kept out of the way of that sort of thing. 
He was keen on soldiering, keen on mathematics, on land-surveying, on politics 
and, by a queer warp of his mind, on literature. Even when he was twenty-two 
he would pass hours reading one of Scott’s novels or the Chronicles of Froissart. 
Mrs Ashburnham considered that she was to be congratulated, and almost every 
week she wrote to Mrs Powys, dilating upon her satisfaction. 

Then, one day, taking a walk down Bond Street with her son, after having 
been at Lord’s, she noticed Edward suddenly turn his head round to take a 
second look at a well-dressed girl who had passed them. She wrote about that, 
too, to Mrs Powys, and expressed some alarm. It had been, on Edward’s part, the 
merest reflex action. He was so very abstracted at that time owing to the 
pressure his crammer was putting upon him that he certainly hadn’t known 
what he was doing. 

It was this letter of Mrs Ashburnham’s to Mrs Powys that had caused the 
letter from Colonel Powys to Colonel Ashburnham—a letter that was half-
humorous, half longing. Mrs Ashburnham caused her husband to reply, with a 
letter a little more jocular—something to the effect that Colonel Powys ought to 
give them some idea of the goods that he was marketing. That was the cause of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abstracted: (adj) absentminded, 
separate, absent-minded, abstract, 
distrait, inattentive, pensive, 
preoccupied, remote, lost, vacant. 
ANTONYM: (adj) alert. 

aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 
inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill. 

crammer: (n) tutor, fib, grinder, 
instructor, lie, story, teacher, 
falsehood, corypheus, bounce, 
whopper. 

interned: (adj) jailed, inside, 
incarcerated, imprisoned, detained, 
captive, put away, behind bars, 
caged. ANTONYM: (adj) free. 

reflex: (adj) involuntary, instinctive, 
unconscious, catoptric; (v) reflection, 
reflexion, resilient; (n) reaction, 
burping, eructation, physiological  

reaction. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, deliberate. 

reminiscences: (n) memoirs. 
soldiering: (n) goldbricking, slacking, 

shirking, soldiership, skill, 
accomplishment, escape, evasion, 
dodging, attainment, acquisition. 

warp: (v) distort, deform, contort, 
falsify, garble, misrepresent; (n, v) 
bend, buckle, turn, bias; (n) 
distortion. ANTONYM: (v) clarify. 

well-dressed: (adj) handsome. 
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the photograph. I have seen it, the seven girls, all in white dresses, all very much 
alike in feature—all, except Leonora, a little heavy about the chins and a little 
stupid about the eyes. I dare say it would have made Leonora, too, look a little 
heavy and a little stupid, for it was not a good photograph. But the black shadow 
from one of the branches of the apple tree cut right across her face, which is all 
but invisible. There followed an extremely harassing time for Colonel and Mrs 
Powys. Mrs Ashburnham had written to say that, quite sincerely, nothing would 
give greater ease to her maternal anxieties than to have her son marry one of Mrs 
Powys’ daughters if only he showed some inclination to do so. For, she added, 
nothing but a love-match was to be thought of in her Edward’s case. But the poor 
Powys couple had to run things so very fine that even the bringing together of 
the young people was a desperate hazard.%

The mere expenditure upon sending one of the girls over from Ireland to 
Branshaw was terrifying to them; and whichever girl they selected might not be 
the one to ring Edward’s bell. On the other hand, the expenditure upon mere 
food and extra sheets for a visit from the Ashburnhams to them was terrifying, 
too. It would mean, mathematically, going short in so many meals themselves, 
afterwards. Nevertheless, they chanced it, and all the three Ashburnhams came 
on a visit to the lonely manor-house. They could give Edward some rough 
shooting, some rough fishing and a whirl of femininity; but I should say the 
girls made really more impression upon Mrs Ashburnham than upon Edward 
himself. They appeared to her to be so clean run and so safe. They were indeed 
so clean run that, in a faint sort of way, Edward seems to have regarded them 
rather as boys than as girls. And then, one evening, Mrs Ashburnham had with 
her boy one of those conversations that English mothers have with English sons. 
It seems to have been a criminal sort of proceeding, though I don’t know what 
took place at it. Anyhow, next morning Colonel Ashburnham asked on behalf of 
his son for the hand of Leonora. This caused some consternation to the Powys 
couple, since Leonora was the third daughter and Edward ought to have married 
the eldest. Mrs Powys, with her rigid sense of the proprieties, almost wished to 
reject the proposal. But the Colonel, her husband, pointed out that the visit 
would have cost them sixty pounds, what with the hire of an extra servant, of a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, dread, 
horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
peacefulness, composure, happiness, 
tranquility, hopefulness, comfort, 
equanimity. 

femininity: (n) muliebrity, woman, 
womanliness, effeminateness, sex, 
femaleness, feminity, trait, femineity, 
female, womanhood. ANTONYMS: 
(n) masculinity, maleness. 

harassing: (adj) troublesome, carking, 
galling, thorny, vexatious; (v) 
bothering, pestering, tormenting, 
worrying, annoy, harass. 

mathematically: (adv) arithmetically, 
scientifically, punctually, 
algebraically, algebraicly. 

proceeding: (n) matter, transaction, 
affair, procedure, lawsuit, 
proceedings; (v) deed, act; (n, v) 
measure; (adv, n) happening; (adj, adv, 
v) going on. 

proprieties: (n) custom. 
sheets: (n) rain, bed linen. 
terrifying: (adj) horrible, frightening, 

alarming, fearsome, scary, horrifying, 
terrific, appalling, formidable, 
ghastly, hideous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
safe, pleasant, reassuring. 

whichever: (adv) any; (adj) a few, one, 
several, some. 

whirl: (n, v) spin, turn, eddy, roll, 
wheel, twist, swirl; (v) reel, gyrate; (n) 
go, fling. 

 

  



Ford Madox Ford 119

horse and car, and with the purchase of beds and bedding and extra tablecloths. 
There was nothing else for it but the marriage. In that way Edward and Leonora 
became man and wife.%

I don’t know that a very minute study of their progress towards complete 
disunion is necessary. Perhaps it is. But there are many things that I cannot well 
make out, about which I cannot well question Leonora, or about which Edward 
did not tell me. I do not know that there was ever any question of love from 
Edward to her. He regarded her, certainly, as desirable amongst her sisters. He 
was obstinate to the extent of saying that if he could not have her he would not 
have any of them. And, no doubt, before the marriage, he made her pretty 
speeches out of books that he had read. But, as far as he could describe his 
feelings at all, later, it seems that, calmly and without any quickening of the 
pulse, he just carried the girl off, there being no opposition . It had, however, 
been all so long ago that it seemed to him, at the end of his poor life, a dim and 
misty affair. He had the greatest admiration for Leonora. 

He had the very greatest admiration. He admired her for her truthfulness, for 
her cleanness of mind, and the clean-run-ness of her limbs, for her efficiency, for 
the fairness of her skin, for the gold of her hair, for her religion, for her sense of 
duty. It was a satisfaction to take her about with him. 

But she had not for him a touch of magnetism. I suppose, really, he did not 
love her because she was never mournful; what really made him feel good in life 
was to comfort somebody who would be darkly and mysteriously mournful. 
That he had never had to do for Leonora. Perhaps, also, she was at first too 
obedient. I do not mean to say that she was submissive—that she deferred, in 
her j udgements, to his. She did not. But she had been handed over to him, like 
some patient medieval virgin; she had been taught all her life that the first duty 
of a woman is to obey. And there she was. 

In her, at least, admiration for his qualities very soon became love of the 
deepest description. If his pulses never quickened she, so I have been told, 
became what is called an altered being when he approached her from the other 
side of a dancing-floor. Her eyes followed him about full of trustfulness, of 
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carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. 
darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, 

obscurely, duskily, somberly, 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) openly. 

disunion: (n) disjunction, 
disconnection, dissociation, discord, 
alienation, disassociation, separation, 
partition; (n, v) disruption, rupture; 
(v) split. 

magnetism: (n) attraction, charisma,  

charm, allure, magnetics, appeal, 
glamour, magic, magnet, pull; (adj) 
gravity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
repulsiveness, ugliness. 

mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, dark, 
pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless. 

obedient: (adj) submissive, compliant, 
good, conformable, tame,  

acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, 
amenable, subservient. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) defiant, assertive, rebellious, 
crooked, intractable, naughty, wild, 
resistant. 

quickened: (adj) hasty, rapid, 
passionate, intoxicated. 

trustfulness: (n) trust, faith, combine, 
confidence, artlessness, acceptance, 
lack of caution, reliance, trait, cartel, 
trustingness. 
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admiration, of gratitude, and of love. He was also, in a great sense, her pastor 
and guide—and he guided her into what, for a girl straight out of a convent, was 
almost heaven. I have not the least idea of what an English officer’s wife’s 
existence may be like. At any rate, there were feasts, and chatterings, and nice 
men who gave her the right sort of admiration, and nice women who treated her 
as if she had been a baby. And her confessor approved of her life, and Edward 
let her give little treats to the girls of the convent she had left, and the Reverend 
Mother approved of him. There could not have been a happier girl for five or six 
years. For it was only at the end of that time that clouds began, as the saying is, 
to arise. She was then about twenty-three, and her purposeful efficiency made 
her perhaps have a desire for mastery. She began to perceive that Edward was 
extravagant in his largesses. His parents died just about that time, and Edward, 
though they both decided that he should continue his soldiering, gave a great 
deal of attention to the management of Branshaw through a steward. Aldershot 
was not very far away, and they spent all his leaves there.%

And, suddenly, she seemed to begin to perceive that his generosities were 
almost fantastic. He subscribed much too much to things connected with his 
mess, he pensioned off his father’s servants, old or new, much too generously. 
They had a large income, but every now and then they would find themselves 
hard up. He began to talk of mortgaging a farm or two, though it never actually 
came to that. 

She made tentative efforts at remonstrating with him. Her father, whom she 
saw now and then, said that Edward was much too generous to his tenants; the 
wives of his brother officers remonstrated with her in private; his large 
subscriptions made it difficult for their husbands to keep up with them. 
Ironically enough, the first real trouble between them came from his desire to 
build a Roman Catholic chapel at Branshaw. He wanted to do it to honour 
Leonora, and he proposed to do it very expensively. Leonora did not want it; she 
could perfectly well drive from Branshaw to the nearest Catholic Church as often 
as she liked. There were no Roman Catholic tenants and no Roman Catholic 
servants except her old nurse who could always drive with her. She had as many 
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confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 
communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father. 

extravagant: (adj) wasteful, luxurious, 
prodigal, exaggerated, profligate, 
costly, expensive, lavish, 
immoderate, profuse, undue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, frugal, 
parsimonious, plain, stingy, 
understated, thrifty, reasonable, 
moderate, cautious, tasteful. 

generously: (adv) profusely, copiously, 

bountifully, abundantly, largely, 
magnanimously, munificently, 
kindly, handsomely, freely, 
benevolently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
acquisitively, selfishly, prudently, 
grudgingly, malevolently, 
parsimoniously, harshly, scantily, 
stingily, thinly, ungenerously. 

guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led. 
mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 

command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority,  

mastership, supremacy, ascendance. 
purposeful: (adj) meaningful, 

deliberate, firm, tenacious, willful, 
calculated, conscious, studied, 
businesslike, resolute, premeditated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) purposeless, 
pointless, aimless, accidental, 
worthless, indecisive. 

steward: (n) flight attendant, waiter, 
keeper, warden, attendant, curator, 
caretaker, administrator, janitor, 
chamberlain, stewardess. 
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priests to stay with her as could be needed—and even the priests did not want a 
gorgeous chapel in that place where it would have merely seemed an invidious 
instance of ostentation. They were perfectly ready to celebrate Mass for Leonora 
and her nurse, when they stayed at Branshaw, in a cleaned-up outhouse. But 
Edward was as obstinate as a hog about it. He was truly grieved at his wife’s 
want of sentiment—at her refusal to receive that amount of public homage from 
him. She appeared to him to be wanting in imagination—to be cold and hard. I 
don’t exactly know what part her priests played in the tragedy that it all became; 
I dare say they behaved quite creditably but mistakenly. But then, who would 
not have been mistaken with Edward? I believe he was even hurt that Leonora’s 
confessor did not make strenuous efforts to convert him. There was a period 
when he was quite ready to become an emotional Catholic.%

I don’t know why they did not take him on the hop; but they have queer sorts 
of wisdoms, those people, and queer sorts of tact. Perhaps they thought that 
Edward’s too early conversion would frighten off other Protestant desirables 
from marrying Catholic girls. Perhaps they saw deeper into Edward than he saw 
himself and thought that he would make a not very creditable convert. At any 
rate they—and Leonora—left him very much alone. It mortified him very 
considerably. He has told me that if Leonora had then taken his aspirations 
seriously everything would have been different. But I dare say that was 
nonsense. At any rate, it was over the question of the chapel that they had their 
first and really disastrous quarrel. Edward at that time was not well; he 
supposed himself to be overworked with his regimental affairs—he was 
managing the mess at the time. And Leonora was not well—she was beginning 
to fear that their union might be sterile. And then her father came over from 
Glasmoyle to stay with them. 

Those were troublesome times in Ireland, I understand. At any rate, Colonel 
Powys had tenants on the brain—his own tenants having shot at him with shot-
guns. And, in conversation with Edward’s land-steward, he got it into his head 
that Edward managed his estates with a mad generosity towards his tenants. I 
understand, also, that those years—the ‘nineties—were very bad for farming. 
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creditably: (adv) commendably, 
laudably, admirably, honorably, 
worthily, best. 

efforts: (n) pains. 
grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 

sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted. 

invidious: (adj) obnoxious, hateful, 
discriminatory, offensive, 
outrageous, jealous, abominable, 
odious, loathsome, covetous; (adj, v) 
spiteful. ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 

desirable. 
mortified: (adj) humiliated, 

embarrassed, abashed, gangrenous, 
sheepish, chagrined, feeling shame, 
feeling guilty, guilty, hangdog, 
humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabashed. 

ostentation: (n) affectation, bravado, 
parade, showiness, flourish, vanity, 
pomp, splendor, bluster, state, show. 
ANTONYM: (n) unpretentiousness. 

outhouse: (n) outbuilding, privy,  

jakes, barn, penthouse, bathroom, 
can, John, lav, lavatory. 

overworked: (adj) hackneyed, tired, 
weary, banal, clichd, elaborate, old, 
worn, unoriginal, trite, timeworn. 

tact: (n) diplomacy, delicacy, finesse, 
address, discretion, skill, 
consideration, refinement, grace, 
thoughtfulness, tactfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
carelessness, thoughtlessness, 
insensitivity, clumsiness. 
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Wheat was fetching only a few shillings the hundred; the price of meat was so 
low that cattle hardly paid for raising; whole English counties were ruined. And 
Edward allowed his tenants very high rebates.%

To do both justice Leonora has since acknowledged that she was in the wrong 
at that time and that Edward was following out a more far-seeing policy in 
nursing his really very good tenants over a bad period. It was not as if the whole 
of his money came from the land; a good deal of it was in rails. But old Colonel 
Powys had that bee in his bonnet and, if he never directly approached Edward 
himself on the subject, he preached unceasingly, whenever he had the 
opportunity, to Leonora. His pet idea was that Edward ought to sack all his own 
tenants and import a set of farmers from Scotland. That was what they were 
doing in Essex. He was of opinion that Edward was riding hotfoot to ruin. 

That worried Leonora very much—it worried her dreadfully; she lay awake 
nights; she had an anxious line round her mouth. And that, again, worried 
Edward. I do not mean to say that Leonora actually spoke to Edward about his 
tenants—but he got to know that some one, probably her father, had been talking 
to her about the matter. He got to know it because it was the habit of his steward 
to look in on them every morning about breakfast-time to report any little 
happenings. And there was a farmer called Mumford who had only paid half his 
rent for the last three years. One morning the land-steward reported that 
Mumford would be unable to pay his rent at all that year. Edward reflected for a 
moment and then he said something like: 

“Oh well, he’s an old fellow and his family have been our tenants for over 
two hundred years. Let him off altogether.” 

And then Leonora—you must remember that she had reason for being very 
nervous and unhappy at that time—let out a sound that was very like a groan. It 
startled Edward, who more than suspected what was passing in her mind—it 
startled him into a state of anger. He said sharply: 

“You wouldn’t have me turn out people who’ve been earning money for us 
for centuries—people to whom we have responsibilities—and let in a pack of 
Scotch farmers?” 
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bonnet: (n) cap, protection, chapeau, 
tile, wimple, beret, lid, cowling, 
castor, poke bonnet, sunbonnet. 

dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 
shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, horrendously, 
horribly, atrociously, ghastly, 
tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 
superbly, well. 

earning: (n) proceeds; (v) get. 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattractive, repulsive, ugly. 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint. 

happenings: (n) actions, activities. 
hotfoot: (v) rush, hie, speed, hurry, 

belt along, bucket along, cannonball 
along, shoot, locomote; (adv) swiftly, 

apace. ANTONYM: (adv) slowly. 
rails: (n) track, railroad, Gruiformes, 

railing, railway, bustards, Coots, 
course, gallinules, crakes, order 
Gruiformes. 

reported: (adj) narrative, reputed. 
unceasingly: (adv) incessantly, 

endlessly, ceaselessly, continually, 
unremittingly, unendingly, 
constantly, always, perpetually, 
uninterruptedly, eternally. 
ANTONYM: (adv) acutely. 
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He %looked at her, Leonora said, with what was practically a glance of hatred 
and then, precipitately, he left the breakfast-table. Leonora knew that it probably 
made it all the worse that he had been betrayed into a manifestation of anger 
before a third party. It was the first and last time that he ever was betrayed into 
such a manifestation of anger. The land-steward, a moderate and well-balanced 
man whose family also had been with the Ashburnhams for over a century, took 
it upon himself to explain that he considered Edward was pursuing a perfectly 
proper course with his tenants. He erred perhaps a little on the side of 
generosity, but hard times were hard times, and every one had to feel the pinch, 
landlord as well as tenants. The great thing was not to let the land get into a poor 
state of cultivation. Scotch farmers just skinned your fields and let them go 
down and down. But Edward had a very good set of tenants who did their best 
for him and for themselves. These arguments at that time carried very little 
conviction to Leonora. She was, nevertheless, much concerned by Edward’s 
outburst of anger. The fact is that Leonora had been practising economies in her 
department. Two of the under-housemaids had gone and she had not replaced 
them; she had spent much less that year upon dress. The fare she had provided 
at the dinners they gave had been much less bountiful and not nearly so costly 
as had been the case in preceding years, and Edward began to perceive a 
hardness and determination in his wife’s character. He seemed to see a net 
closing round him—a net in which they would be forced to live like one of the 
comparatively poor county families of the neighbourhood. And, in the 
mysterious way in which two people, living together, get to know each other’s 
thoughts without a word spoken, he had known, even before his outbreak, that 
Leonora was worrying about his managing of the estates. This appeared to him 
to be intolerable. He had, too, a great feeling of self-contempt because he had 
been betrayed into speaking harshly to Leonora before that land-steward. She 
imagined that his nerve must be deserting him, and there can have been few men 
more miserable than Edward was at that period. You see, he was really a very 
simple soul—very simple. He imagined that no man can satisfactorily 
accomplish his life’s work without loyal and whole-hearted cooperation of the 
woman he lives with. And he was beginning to perceive dimly that, whereas his 
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accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, 
realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose. 

bountiful: (adj) ample, abundant, 
plentiful, generous, liberal, profuse, 
fruitful, luxuriant, lush, rich, 
openhanded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, miserly, wanting, spare, 
scarce, scanty, scant, lean, lacking, 
insufficient, barren. 

dimly: (adv) obscurely, darkly, faintly, 
dully, duskily, vaguely, shadowily, 
hazily, gloomily, somberly; (adj, adv) 
palely. ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
strongly, distinctly. 

manifestation: (n) appearance, 
indication, exhibition, expression, 
display, demonstration, sign, 
incarnation, advent, show, revelation.

precipitately: (adv) rashly, 
immediately, instantly, passionately, 
rapidly, precipitously, impetuously,  

impulsively, foolhardily, 
prematurely; (adj, adv) headlong. 
ANTONYM: (adv) deliberately. 

scotch: (v) queer, bilk, thwart, chock, 
cross, foil, frustrate, notch, nick; (adj) 
Scots, economical. 

skinned: (adj) scraped, dartos, 
frustrated, raw, scratched, sensitive, 
sore, tender, painful. 

well-balanced: (adj) uniform, even, 
together, farsighted, trim. 

whole-hearted: (adj) true, warm. 
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own traditions were entirely collective, his wife was a sheer individualist. His 
own theory—the feudal theory of an over-lord doing his best by his dependents, 
the dependents meanwhile doing their best for the over-lord—this theory was 
entirely foreign to Leonora’s nature. She came of a family of small Irish 
landlords—that hostile garrison in a plundered country. And she was thinking 
unceasingly of the children she wished to have. I don’t know why they never 
had any children—not that I really believe that children would have made any 
difference. The dissimilarity of Edward and Leonora was too profound. It will 
give you some idea of the extraordinary naïveté of Edward Ashburnham that, at 
the time of his marriage and for perhaps a couple of years after, he did not really 
know how children are produced. Neither did Leonora. I don’t mean to say that 
this state of things continued, but there it was. I dare say it had a good deal of 
influence on their mentalities. At any rate, they never had a child. It was the Will 
of God.%

It certainly presented itself to Leonora as being the Will of God—as being a 
mysterious and awful chastisement of the Almighty. For she had discovered 
shortly before this period that her parents had not exacted from Edward’s family 
the promise that any children she should bear should be brought up as Catholics. 
She herself had never talked of the matter with either her father, her mother, or 
her husband. When at last her father had let drop some words leading her to 
believe that that was the fact, she tried desperately to extort the promise from 
Edward. She encountered an unexpected obstinacy. Edward was perfectly 
willing that the girls should be Catholic; the boys must be Anglican. I don’t 
understand the bearing of these things in English society. Indeed, Englishmen 
seem to me to be a little mad in matters of politics or of religion. In Edward it 
was particularly queer because he himself was perfectly ready to become a 
Romanist. He seemed, however, to contemplate going over to Rome himself and 
yet letting his boys be educated in the religion of their immediate ancestors. This 
may appear illogical, but I dare say it is not so illogical as it looks. Edward, that 
is to say, regarded himself as having his own body and soul at his own disposal. 
But his loyalty to the traditions of his family would not permit him to bind any 
future inheritors of his name or beneficiaries by the death of his ancestors. About 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chastisement: (n) castigation, rebuke, 
discipline, punishment, penalty, 
reprimand, chastening, reproval, 
penalization, lashing, scolding. 
ANTONYMS: (n) persuasion, 
reward. 

dependents: (n) clientele. 
dissimilarity: (n) disparity, difference, 

disagreement, unlikeness, 
dissimilitude, diversity, divergence, 
divarication, contrast, distinction, 
inequality. ANTONYMS: (n)  

similarity, equivalence, agreement, 
likeness, resemblance, accordance, 
conformity, affinity, equality. 

extort: (v) exact, soak, compel, take, 
wring, force, extract, pry; (adj) bleed, 
fleece, overcharge. 

feudal: (adj) feudatory, medieval, 
feodal. 

illogical: (adj) unreasonable, 
inconsistent, confused, disjointed, 
disconnected, fallacious, incoherent, 
senseless, inconsequent,  

preposterous, irrational. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, sensible, 
valid, coherent, reasonable, 
consistent. 

individualist: (n) maverick, rebel, 
nonconformist, radical, soul, person, 
someone, somebody, withdrawer, 
unconventional person; (adj) 
egocentric. 

plundered: (adj) pillaged, despoiled, 
raped, robbed, emptier, empty, 
fleeced, ransacked. 
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the girls it did not so much matter. They would know other homes and other 
circumstances. Besides, it was the usual thing. But the boys must be given the 
opportunity of choosing—and they must have first of all the Anglican teaching. 
He was perfectly unshakable about this.%

Leonora was in an agony during all this time. You will have to remember she 
seriously believed that children who might be born to her went in danger, if not 
absolutely of damnation, at any rate of receiving false doctrine. It was an agony 
more terrible than she could describe. She didn’t indeed attempt to describe it, 
but I could tell from her voice when she said, almost negligently, “I used to lie 
awake whole nights. It was no good my spiritual advisers trying to console me.” 
I knew from her voice how terrible and how long those nights must have seemed 
and of how little avail were the consolations of her spiritual advisers. Her 
spiritual advisers seemed to have taken the matter a little more calmly. They 
certainly told her that she must not consider herself in any way to have sinned. 
Nay, they seem even to have extorted, to have threatened her, with a view to 
getting her out of what they considered to be a morbid frame of mind. She 
would just have to make the best of things, to influence the children when they 
came, not by propaganda, but by personality. And they warned her that she 
would be committing a sin if she continued to think that she had sinned. 
Nevertheless, she continued to think that she had sinned. 

Leonora could not be aware that the man whom she loved passionately and 
whom, nevertheless, she was beginning to try to rule with a rod of iron—that this 
man was becoming more and more estranged from her. He seemed to regard her 
as being not only physically and mentally cold, but even as being actually 
wicked and mean. There were times when he would almost shudder if she spoke 
to him. And she could not understand how he could consider her wicked or 
mean. It only seemed to her a sort of madness in him that he should try to take 
upon his own shoulders the burden of his troop, of his regiment, of his estate and 
of half of his country. She could not see that in trying to curb what she regarded 
as megalomania she was doing anything wicked. She was just trying to keep 
things together for the sake of the children who did not come. And, little by little, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

console: (v) cheer, soothe, quiet, 
relieve, reassure, encourage; (n, v) 
solace; (n) cabinet, allay, control 
console, control panel. ANTONYMS: 
(v) hurt, discourage, grieve, sadden, 
distress, dispirit, dishearten, upset. 

estranged: (adj) disaffected, separated, 
confused, bitter, anomic, neurotic, 
lonely, homeless, friendless, foreign, 
factious. 

megalomania: (n) delusions of 
grandeur, egoism. 

morbid: (adj) diseased, gruesome, 
macabre, corrupt, pathologic, 
unwholesome, peccant, sick, 
unhealthy, pathological; (adj, v) 
sickly. 

negligently: (adv) inattentively, 
neglectfully, carelessly, 
thoughtlessly, remissly, 
nonchalantly, slackly, recklessly, 
unmindfully, sloppily, unthinkingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) thoroughly, 
attentively, responsibly, seriously. 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, frisson; 
(v) flutter. 

unshakable: (adj) steadfast, 
unwavering, immovable, steady, 
unfaltering, solid, resolute, 
impregnable, unassailable, fixed, 
constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) fleeting, 
malleable, transient, unreliable, 
vulnerable. 
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the whole of their intercourse became simply one of agonized discussion as to 
whether Edward should subscribe to this or that institution or should try to 
reclaim this or that drunkard. She simply could not see it.%

Into this really terrible position of strain, from which there appeared to be no 
issue, the Kilsyte case came almost as a relief. It is part of the peculiar irony of 
things that Edward would certainly never have kissed that nurse-maid if he had 
not been trying to please Leonora. Nurse-maids do not travel first-class, and, that 
day, Edward travelled in a third-class carriage in order to prove to Leonora that 
he was capable of economies. I have said that the Kilsyte case came almost as a 
relief to the strained situation that then existed between them. It gave Leonora an 
opportunity of backing him up in a whole-hearted and absolutely loyal manner. 
It gave her the opportunity of behaving to him as he considered a wife should 
behave to her husband. 

You see, Edward found himself in a railway carriage with a quite pretty girl 
of about nineteen. And the quite pretty girl of about nineteen, with dark hair and 
red cheeks and blue eyes, was quietly weeping. Edward had been sitting in his 
corner thinking about nothing at all. He had chanced to look at the nurse-maid; 
two large, pretty tears came out of her eyes and dropped into her lap. He 
immediately felt that he had got to do something to comfort her. That was his job 
in life. He was desperately unhappy himself and it seemed to him the most 
natural thing in the world that they should pool their sorrows. He was quite 
democratic; the idea of the difference in their station never seems to have 
occurred to him. He began to talk to her. He discovered that her young man had 
been seen walking out with Annie of Number 54. He moved over to her side of 
the carriage. He told her that the report probably wasn’t true; that, after all, a 
young man might take a walk with Annie from Number 54 without its denoting 
anything very serious. And he assured me that he felt at least quite half-fatherly 
when he put his arm around her waist and kissed her. The girl, however, had not 
forgotten the difference of her station. 

All her life, by her mother, by other girls, by schoolteachers, by the whole 
tradition of her class she had been warned against gentlemen. She was being 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

denoting: (adj) significant. 
drunkard: (n) alcoholic, drinker, 

boozer, dipsomaniac, rummy, 
inebriate, toper, sot, bibber, lush, 
imbiber. 

intercourse: (n) contact, coition, 
conversation, communication, coitus, 
dealings, converse, commerce, 
liaison, congress; (adj, n) 
acquaintance. 

irony: (n) sarcasm, ridicule, raillery, 
banter, derision, quiz, mockery,  

figure of speech; (adj, n) satire, 
humor, burlesque. ANTONYM: (n) 
sincerity. 

loyal: (adj, v) firm; (adj, n) unwavering, 
true, accurate; (adj) fast, steady, 
constant, reliable, devoted, 
dependable, obedient. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disloyal, unfaithful, unreliable, 
disobedient, inconstant, treacherous, 
uncommitted, unpatriotic, unhelpful, 
fickle. 

reclaim: (v) recover, reform, cultivate, 

claim, repossess, claim back, regain, 
recycle, salvage, correct, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, discard. 

subscribe: (v) confirm, sign, 
contribute, ratify, subscribe to, 
underwrite, agree, buy, donate, 
endorse, accept. 

weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) sobbing, 
tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration. 
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kissed by a gentleman. She screamed, tore herself away; sprang up and pulled a 
communication cord.%

Edward came fairly well out of the affair in the public estimation; but it did 
him, mentally, a good deal of harm. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

communication: (n) announcement, 
word, report, commerce, letter, 
tidings, communicating, notice, 
intercourse, news, liaison. 

deal: (v) administer, allot, conduct, 
truck, distribute, apportion; (n, v) 
buy, trade, contract; (n) agreement, 
arrangement. ANTONYMS: (n) 
purchase; (v) misdirect, receive, 
neglect, mishandle, mismanage, take, 
ignore, hold, gather, disregard. 

estimation: (n) deference, assessment, 

calculation, approximation, 
appraisal, attention; (n, v) esteem, 
consideration, regard, reputation, 
credit. ANTONYMS: (n) calculation, 
disbelief, doubt. 

gentleman: (n) gent, Mr, male, 
patrician, sir, adult male, esquire, 
sahib, gentlemen; (adj) gentilhomme, 
gentlemanly. 

harm: (adj, n, v) damage, hurt; (adj, n) 
evil, detriment, injury; (n, v) abuse, 
wound, blemish, disadvantage; (n)  

bruise; (adj, v) injure. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) benefit, respect, help; (n) 
reparation, service; (v) enable, spoil, 
protect, defend, repair. 

mentally: (adv) spiritually, 
psychologically, rationally, ideally, 
innerly, psychically, lunatically, 
subjectively, madly, spiritual, 
inwardly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
emotionally, physically. 

tore: (v) tare; (n) moulding, molding. 
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IV  

 
 
It is very difficult to give an all-round impression of an man. I wonder how 

far I have succeeded with Edward Ashburnham. I dare say I haven’t succeeded 
at all. It is ever very difficult to see how such things matter. Was it the important 
point about poor Edward that he was very well built, carried himself well, was 
moderate at the table and led a regular life—that he had, in fact, all the virtues 
that are usually accounted English? Or have I in the least succeeded in 
conveying that he was all those things and had all those virtues? He certainly 
was them and had them up to the last months of his life. They were the things 
that one would set upon his tombstone. They will, indeed, be set upon his 
tombstone by his widow.%

And have I, I wonder, given the due impression of how his life was portioned 
and his time laid out? Because, until the very last, the amount of time taken up 
by his various passions was relatively small. I have been forced to write very 
much about his passions, but you have to consider—I should like to be able to 
make you consider—that he rose every morning at seven, took a cold bath, 
breakfasted at eight, was occupied with his regiment from nine until one; played 
polo or cricket with the men when it was the season for cricket, till tea-time. 
Afterwards he would occupy himself with the letters from his land-steward or 
with the affairs of his mess, till dinner-time. He would dine and pass the evening 
playing cards, or playing billiards with Leonora or at social functions of one 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

all-round: (adj) many-sided, 
comprehensive, thorough. 

billiards: (n) billa, pingpong, 
pyramids, pool, bagatelle. 

conveying: (n) conveyance, delivery, 
conveyancing, conveyance of title, 
transference, transmission, convey, 
transmit, assigning, transfer, 
delegation. 

dare: (n, v) venture; (v) defy, brave, 
hazard, confront, risk, resist, make 
bold; (n) adventure, daring, defiance. 

ANTONYMS: (v) avoid, flee, pass, 
refrain, retreat, obey. 

moderate: (adj, v) temperate, calm; 
(adj) abstemious, mild, middling; (v) 
mitigate, lessen, allay, diminish, curb; 
(adv, v) check. ANTONYMS: (v) 
increase, intensify; (adj) immoderate, 
radical, unrestrained, speculative, 
strong, unreasonable, great, 
intemperate, massive. 

occupy: (v) have, engross, get, invade, 
employ, possess, inhabit, absorb; (n,  

v) engage, entertain; (adj, v) fill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, bore, 
quit, surrender, vacate, desert, 
remove. 

regiment: (n) corps, battalion, legion, 
host, brigade, division, multitude, 
cohort; (v) control, organize, regulate. 

tombstone: (n) headstone, monument, 
stone, memorial, marker, keystone. 

virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
custom. 
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kind or another. And the greater part of his life was taken up by that—by far the 
greater part of his life. His love-affairs, until the very end, were sandwiched in at 
odd moments or took place during the social evenings, the dances and dinners. 
But I guess I have made it hard for you, O silent listener, to get that impression. 
Anyhow, I hope I have not given you the idea that Edward Ashburnham was a 
pathological case. He wasn’t. He was just a normal man and very much of a 
sentimentalist. I dare say the quality of his youth, the nature of his mother’s 
influence, his ignorances, the crammings that he received at the hands of army 
coaches—I dare say that all these excellent influences upon his adolescence were 
very bad for him. But we all have to put up with that sort of thing and no doubt 
it is very bad for all of us. Nevertheless, the outline of Edward’s life was an 
outline perfectly normal of the life of a hard-working, sentimental and efficient 
professional man.%

That question of first impressions has always bothered me a good deal—but 
quite academically. I mean that, from time to time I have wondered whether it 
were or were not best to trust to one’s first impressions in dealing with people. 
But I never had anybody to deal with except waiters and chambermaids and the 
Ashburnhams, with whom I didn’t know that I was having any dealings. And, as 
far as waiters and chambermaids were concerned, I have generally found that 
my first impressions were correct enough. If my first idea of a man was that he 
was civil, obliging, and attentive, he generally seemed to go on being all those 
things. Once, however, at our Paris flat we had a maid who appeared to be 
charming and transparently honest. She stole, nevertheless, one of Florence’s 
diamond rings. She did it, however, to save her young man from going to prison. 
So here, as somebody says somewhere, was a special case. 

And, even in my short incursion into American business life—an incursion 
that lasted during part of August and nearly the whole of September—I found 
that to rely upon first impressions was the best thing I could do. I found myself 
automatically docketing and labelling each man as he was introduced to me, by 
the run of his features and by the first words that he spoke. I can’t, however, be 
regarded as really doing business during the time that I spent in the United 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

academically: (adv) eruditely, 
studiously, learnedly, speculatively, 
scholarly, theoretically, collegiately, 
abstractly, rationally, hypothetically, 
conjecturally. 

attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious,  

uncaring, inconsiderate. 
hard-working: (adj) studious, 

industrious, painstaking, active, 
dedicated, tireless. 

incursion: (n) attack, raid, foray, 
assault, invasion, inroad, descent, 
influx, infringement, intrusion, entry.

labelling: (n) classification. 
obliging: (adj, v) complaisant, 

courteous; (adj) amiable, affable, 
gentle, kind, good, benign, pleasant, 
gracious, compliant. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) uncooperative, unkind, contrary, 
reticent. 

pathological: (adj) morbid, diseased, 
sick, neurotic, ghoulish. 

stole: (n) wrap, stolen, scarf, stolon, 
stealing, robe, alb, tunicle, surplice, 
alba, cassock. 

transparently: (adv) diaphanously, 
clearly, luminously, pellucidly, 
translucently, limpidly, patently, 
manifestly, apparently, directly, 
obviously. 
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States. %I was just winding things up. If it hadn’t been for my idea of marrying 
the girl I might possibly hav looked for something to do in my own country. For 
my experiences there were vivid and amusing. It was exactly as if I had come out 
of a museum into a riotous fancy-dress ball. During my life with Florence I had 
almost come to forget that there were such things as fashions or occupations or 
the greed of gain. I had, in fact, forgotten that there was such a thing as a dollar 
and that a dollar can be extremely desirable if you don’t happen to possess one. 
And I had forgotten, too, that there was such a thing as gossip that mattered. In 
that particular, Philadelphia was the most amazing place I have ever been in in 
my life. I was not in that city for more than a week or ten days and I didn’t there 
transact anything much in the way of business; nevertheless, the number of 
times that I was warned by everybody against everybody else was simply 
amazing. A man I didn’t know would come up behind my lounge chair in the 
hotel, and, whispering cautiously beside my ear, would warn me against some 
other man that I equally didn’t know but who would be standing by the bar. I 
don’t know what they thought I was there to do—perhaps to buy out the city’s 
debt or get a controlling hold of some railway interest. Or, perhaps, they 
imagined that I wanted to buy a newspaper, for they were either politicians or 
reporters, which, of course, comes to the same thing. As a matter of fact, my 
property in Philadelphia was mostly real estate in the old-fashioned part of the 
city and all I wanted to do there was just to satisfy myself that the houses were in 
good repair and the doors kept properly painted. I wanted also to see my 
relations, of whom I had a few. These were mostly professional people and they 
were mostly rather hard up because of the big bank failure in 1907 or 
thereabouts. Still, they were very nice. They would have been nicer still if they 
hadn’t, all of them, had what appeared to me to be the mania that what they 
called influences were working against them. At any rate, the impression of that 
city was one of old-fashioned rooms, rather English than American in type, in 
which handsome but careworn ladies, cousins of my own, talked principally 
about mysterious movements that were going on against them. I never got to 
know what it was all about; perhaps they thought I knew or perhaps there 
weren’t any movements at all. It was all very secret and subtle and subterranean. 
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careworn: (adj) tired, drawn, worn, 
weary, harassed, under pressure, 
wan, pinched, stressed, fraught, 
bony. ANTONYM: (adj) relaxed. 

greed: (n) cupidity, covetousness, 
avariciousness, desire, appetite, 
rapacity, voracity, voraciousness, 
gluttony, stinginess, insatiability. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
temperance. 

mania: (n) passion, craze, delirium, 
fad, fury, enthusiasm, rage,  

obsession; (adj, n) insanity, lunacy, 
madness. 

riotous: (adj) disorderly, turbulent, 
boisterous, insubordinate, lawless, 
insurgent, tumultuous, rebellious, 
dissolute, profuse, profligate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, 
manageable, peaceful, tranquil, 
gentle, conventional. 

subterranean: (adj) underground, 
backdoor, profound, subaqueous, 
submarine, subterrene, subterrestrial, 

deep, hole-and-corner, 
subterraneous, subterrany. 

transact: (v) perform, execute, do, 
manage, conduct, deal, bargain, 
negotiate, enact, sell, bank. 
ANTONYM: (v) deny. 
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But there was a nice young fellow called Carter who was a sort of second-
nephew of mine, twice removed. He was handsome and dark and gentie and tall 
and modest. I understand also that he was a good cricketer. He was employed 
by the real-estate agents who collected my rents. It was he, therefore, who took 
me over my own property and I saw a good deal of him and of a nice girl called 
Mary, to whom he was engaged. At that time I did, what I certainly shouldn’t do 
now—I made some careful inquiries as to his character. I discovered from his 
employers that he was just all that he appeared, honest, industrious, high-
spirited, friendly and ready to do anyone a good turn. His relatives, however, as 
they were mine, too—seemed to have something darkly mysterious against him. 
I imagined that he must have been mixed up in some case of graft or that he had 
at least betrayed several innocent and trusting maidens. I pushed, however, that 
particular mystery home and discovered it was only that he was a Democrat. My 
own people were mostly Republicans. It seemed to make it worse and more 
darkly mysterious to them that young Carter was what they called a sort of a 
Vermont Democrat which was the whole ticket and no mistake. But I don’t know 
what it means. Anyhow, I suppose that my money will go to him when I die—I 
like the recollection of his friendly image and of the nice girl he was engaged to. 
May Fate deal very kindly with them.%

I have said just now that, in my present frame of mind, nothing would ever 
make me make inquiries as to the character of any man that I liked at first sight. 
(The little digression as to my Philadelphia experiences was really meant to lead 
around to this.) For who in this world can give anyone a character? Who in this 
world knows anything of any other heart—or of his own? I don’t mean to say 
that one cannot form an average estimate of the way a person will behave. But 
one cannot be certain of the way any man will behave in every case—and until 
one can do that a “character” is of no use to anyone. That, for instance, was the 
way with Florence’s maid in Paris. We used to trust that girl with blank cheques 
for the payment of the tradesmen. For quite a time she was so trusted by us. 
Then, suddenly, she stole a ring. We should not have believed her capable of it; 
she would not have believed herself capable of it. It was nothing in her character. 
So, perhaps, it was with Edward Ashburnham. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

behave: (n, v) conduct, exercise; (v) 
bear, deal, deport, operate, perform, 
acquit, walk, react, go. ANTONYMS: 
(v) misdemean, malfunction. 

cricketer: (n) jock, athlete, fieldsman, 
fielder. 

graft: (n, v) transplant, toil; (n) 
corruption, bribery, bud, grafting, 
bribe, implant; (v) engraft, ingraft, 
boodle. 

high-spirited: (adj) valiant, valorous, 
spirited, manful, vivacious,  

effervescent, exuberant, jaunty, airy, 
ebullient, martial. 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle, 
destructive, weary, careless. 

inquiries: (n) investigation, 
examination, study, enquiries, 
enquiry, inquiry, exploration. 

rents: (n) quad, board walk, close,  

embankment, esplanade, lane, 
parade, alley, place, Alameda, 
quadrangle. 

tradesmen: (n) fellow tradesmen. 
trusting: (adj) credulous, 

unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded. 
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Or, perhaps, it wasn’t. No, I rather think it wasn’t. It is difficult to figure out. I 
have said that the Kilsyte case eased the immediate tension for him and Leonora. 
It let him see that she was capable of loyalty to him; it gave her her chance to 
show that she believed in him. She accepted without question his statement that, 
in kissing the girl, he wasn’t trying to do more than administer fatherly comfort 
to a weeping child. And, indeed, his own world—including the magistrates—
took that view of the case. Whatever people say, one’s world can be perfectly 
charitable at times... But, again, as I have said, it did Edward a great deal of 
harm.%

That, at least, was his view of it. He assured me that, before that case came on 
and was wrangled about by counsel with all sorts of dirty-mindedness that 
counsel in that sort of case can impute, he had not had the least idea that he was 
capable of being unfaithful to Leonora. But, in the midst of that tumult—he says 
that it came suddenly into his head whilst he was in the witness-box—in the 
midst of those august ceremonies of the law there came suddenly into his mind 
the recollection of the softness of the girl’s body as he had pressed her to him. 
And, from that moment, that girl appeared desirable to him—and Leonora 
completely unattractive. 

He began to indulge in day-dreams in which he approached the nurse-maid 
more tactfully and carried the matter much further. Occasionally he thought of 
other women in terms of wary courtship—or, perhaps, it would be more exact to 
say that he thought of them in terms of tactful comforting, ending in absorption. 
That was his own view of the case. He saw himself as the victim of the law. I 
don’t mean to say that he saw himself as a kind of Dreyfus. The law, practically, 
was quite kind to him. It stated that in its view Captain Ashburnham had been 
misled by an ill-placed desire to comfort a member of the opposite sex, and it 
fined him five shilling for his want of tact, or of knowledge of the world. But 
Edward maintained that it had put ideas into his head. 

I don’t believe it, though he certainly did. He was twenty-seven then, and his 
wife was out of sympathy with him—some crash was inevitable. There was 
between them a momentary rapprochement; but it could not last. It made it, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, 
motherly, sisterly, parental, 
affectionate, benevolent, benign; (adj, 
adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) 
motherly. 

fined: (adj) penalized, penalised. 
impute: (v) charge, attribute, ascribe, 

assign, accuse, blame, attach, credit, 
lay, accredit, impeach. 

misled: (adj) fooled, undirected, false, 
bewildered, confused, erroneous,  

mistaken, misleading, misdirected, 
led astray, incorrect. 

rapprochement: (n) reconciliation, 
cooperation, balancing; (adj) good 
understanding, entente cordiale, 
cordiality, fraternization, sympathy, 
welcomeness, response, harmonious.

tactful: (adj) discreet, politic, prudent, 
delicate, wise, considerate, subtle, 
thoughtful, judicious, sympathetic, 
sensible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indiscreet, frank, careless, foolish. 

tactfully: (adv) delicately, 
diplomatically, discreetly, prudently, 
politically, politicly, sensitively, 
suavely, cautiously, sympathetically, 
carefully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indiscreetly, insensitively, directly. 

unfaithful: (adj) false, disloyal, 
faithless, inaccurate, fickle, 
treacherous, untrustworthy, 
traitorous, recreant, untrue, 
perfidious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
faithful, loyal, trustworthy, honest. 
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probably, all the worse that, in that particular matter, Leonara had come so very 
well up to the scratch. For, whilst Edward respected her more and was grateful 
to her, it made her seem by so much the more cold in other matters that were 
near his heart—his responsibilities, his career, his tradition. It brought his despair 
of her up to a point of exasperation—and it riveted on him the idea that he might 
find some other woman who would give him the moral support that he needed. 
He wanted to be looked upon as a sort of Lohengrin.%

At that time, he says, he went about deliberately looking for some woman 
who could help him. He found several—for there were quite a number of ladies 
in his set who were capable of agreeing with this handsome and fine fellow that 
the duties of a feudal gentleman were feudal. He would have liked to pass his 
days talking to one or other of these ladies. But there was always an obstacle—if 
the lady were married there would be a husband who claimed the greater part of 
her time and attention. If, on the other hand, it were an unmarried girl, he could 
not see very much of her for fear of compromising her. At that date, you 
understand, he had not the least idea of seducing any one of these ladies. He 
wanted only moral support at the hands of some female, because he found men 
difficult to talk to about ideals. Indeed, I do not believe that he had, at any time, 
any idea of making any one his mistress. That sounds queer; but I believe it is 
quite true as a statement of character. 

It was, I believe, one of Leonora’s priests—a man of the world—who 
suggested that she should take him to Monte Carlo. He had the idea that what 
Edward needed, in order to fit him for the society of Leonora, was a touch of 
irresponsibility. For Edward, at that date, had much the aspect of a prig. I mean 
that, if he played polo and was an excellent dancer he did the one for the sake of 
keeping himself fit and the other because it was a social duty to show himself at 
dances, and, when there, to dance well. He did nothing for fun except what he 
considered to be his work in life. As the priest saw it, this must for ever estrange 
him from Leonora—not because Leonora set much store by the joy of life, but 
because she was out of sympathy with Edward’s work. On the other hand, 
Leonora did like to have a good time, now and then, and, as the priest saw it, if 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

compromising: (adj) conciliatory, 
moderate, vulnerable, awkward, 
intermediate, flexible, inculpatory; 
(adv) halfway. 

dancer: (n) dancerly, ballerina, tap 
dancer, taxi dancer, acrobat, actor, 
artist, artiste, ballet dancer, belly 
dancer, chorus girl. 

estrange: (v) disaffect, alien, separate, 
wean, divide, dissociate; (adj, v) set 
against; (adj) rile, incense, repel, sow 
dissension. ANTONYMS: (v) involve, 

engage, espouse, reconcile, unite, 
conciliate. 

irresponsibility: (n) flightiness, 
irresponsibleness, arbitrariness, 
exemption, freedom, release, liberty, 
renunciation, untrustiness, 
untrustworthiness, insanity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) caution, maturity, 
deliberation, carefulness, reliability. 

prig: (v) pilfer, filch, steal, rob, purloin, 
thieve; (n) nim, snob, old maid, 
pedant, filcher. 

riveted: (adj) immovable, immobile, 
irremovable, rooted, wrapped up, 
intent; (v) wrapped in, engrossed in, 
rapt, absorbed, transfixed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) detached. 

seducing: (adj) charming, fascinating. 
unmarried: (adj) unwedded, sole, 

alone, unattached, individual, 
separate, celibate, widowed, 
bachelor, maiden, lone. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) married, marital, 
attached, wed, involved. 
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Edward could be got to like having a good time now and then, too, there would 
be a bond of sympathy between them. It was a good idea, but it worked out 
wrongly.%

It worked out, in fact, in the mistress of the Grand Duke. In anyone less 
sentimental than Edward that would not have mattered. With Edward it was 
fatal. For, such was his honourable nature, that for him to enjoy a woman’s 
favours made him feel that she had a bond on him for life. That was the way it 
worked out in practice. Psychologically it meant that he could not have a 
mistress without falling violently in love with her. He was a serious person—and 
in this particular case it was very expensive. The mistress of the Grand Duke—a 
Spanish dancer of passionate appearance—singled out Edward for her glances at 
a ball that was held in their common hotel. Edward was tall, handsome, blond 
and very wealthy as she understood—and Leonora went up to bed early. She did 
not care for public dances, but she was relieved to see that Edward appeared to 
be having a good time with several amiable girls. And that was the end of 
Edward—for the Spanish dancer of passionate appearance wanted one night of 
him for his beaux yeux. He took her into the dark gardens and, remembering 
suddenly the girl of the Kilsyte case, he kissed her. He kissed her passionately, 
violently, with a sudden explosion of the passion that had been bridled all his 
life—for Leonora was cold, or at any rate, well behaved. La Dolciquita liked this 
reversion, and he passed the night in her bed. 

When the palpitating creature was at last asleep in his arms he discovered 
that he was madly, was passionately, was overwhelmingly in love with her. It 
was a passion that had arisen like fire in dry corn. He could think of nothing 
else; he could live for nothing else. But La Dolciquita was a reasonable creature 
without an ounce of passion in her. She wanted a certain satisfaction of her 
appetites and Edward had appealed to her the night before. Now that was done 
with, and, quite coldly, she said that she wanted money if he was to have any 
more of her. It was a perfectly reasonable commercial transaction. She did not 
care two buttons for Edward or for any man and he was asking her to risk a very 
good situation with the Grand Duke. If Edward could put up sufficient money to 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, nice, 
lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold. 

arisen: (adj) risen. 
blond: (adj, v) fair; (adj, n) blonde; (adj) 

light, flaxen, pale, creamy; (n) 
someone, soul, somebody, person; (v) 

to stick together. ANTONYM: (adj) 
brunet. 

bridled: (adj) pent-up. 
ounce: (n) crumb, modicum, atom, 

morsel, bit, Oz, apothecaries' ounce, 
shred, little, a few; (adj, n) grain. 

palpitating: (adj) fluttering, throbbing, 
aflare, flittering, flying, unsteady, 
vibrant, flaring. 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily,  

enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently. 

psychologically: (adv) psychically, 
mentally, intellectually, 
subconsciously, subjectively, 
expressively, sensitively, spiritually. 

reversion: (n) relapse, atavism, 
regression, regress, return, reversal, 
lapse, inheritance, inversion, 
heritage, escheat. 
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serve as a kind of insurance against accident she was ready to like Edward for a 
time that would be covered, as it were, by the policy. She was getting fifty 
thousand dollars a year from her Grand Duke; Edward would have to pay a 
premium of two years’ hire for a month of her society. There would not be much 
risk of the Grand Duke’s finding it out and it was not certain that he would give 
her the keys of the street if he did find out. But there was the risk—a twenty per 
cent risk, as she figured it out. She talked to Edward as if she had been a solicitor 
with an estate to sell—perfectly quietly and perfectly coldly without any 
inflections in her voice. She did not want to be unkind to him; but she could see 
no reason for being kind to him. She was a virtuous business woman with a 
mother and two sisters and her own old age to be provided comfortably for. She 
did not expect more than a five years’ further run. She was twenty-four and, as 
she said: “We Spanish women are horrors at thirty.” Edward swore that he 
would provide for her for life if she would come to him and leave off talking so 
horribly; but she only shrugged one shoulder slowly and contemptuously. He 
tried to convince this woman, who, as he saw it, had surrendered to him her 
virtue, that he regarded it as in any case his duty to provide for her, and to 
cherish her and even to love her—for life. In return for her sacrifice he would do 
that. In return, again, for his honourable love she would listen for ever to the 
accounts of his estate. That was how he figured it out.%

She shrugged the same shoulder with the same gesture and held out her left 
hand with the elbow at her side: 

“Enfin, mon ami,” she said, “put in this hand the price of that tiara at Forli’s 
or...” And she turned her back on him. 

Edward went mad; his world stood on its head; the palms in front of the blue 
sea danced grotesque dances. You see, he believed in the virtue, tenderness and 
moral support of women. He wanted more than anything to argue with La 
Dolciquita; to retire with her to an island and point out to her the damnation of 
her point of view and how salvation can only be found in true love and the 
feudal system. She had once been his mistress, he reflected, and by all the moral 
laws she ought to have gone on being his mistress or at the very least his 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; (n) 
subunit, rupee, red cent, centime. 

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, treasure, 
entertain, cultivate, bosom, prize, 
esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, foster. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, reject, 
denounce, despise, neglect. 

contemptuously: (adv) scornfully, 
sneeringly, insultingly, 
disparagingly, superciliously, 
derisively, condescendingly, 
disrespectfully, haughtily,  

contumeliously, sardonically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) approvingly. 

reflected: (adj) reflecting, reverberant, 
reflectent. 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment. 

unkind: (adj) cruel, harsh, unfeeling, 
inconsiderate, pitiless, heartless,  

inhuman, hard, thoughtless, brutal, 
mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
considerate, pleasant, friendly, 
thoughtful, tactful, mild, gentle, 
generous, flattering, compassionate. 

virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent. 
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sympathetic confidante. But her rooms were closed to him; she did not appear in 
the hotel. Nothing: blank silence. To break that down he had to have twenty 
thousand pounds. You have heard what happened. He spent a week of madness; 
he hungered; his eyes sank in; he shuddered at Leonora’s touch. I dare say that 
nine-tenths of what he took to be his passion for La Dolciquita was really 
discomfort at the thought that he had been unfaithful to Leonora. He felt 
uncommonly bad, that is to say—oh, unbearably bad, and he took it all to be 
love. Poor devil, he was incredibly naïve. He drank like a fish after Leonora was 
in bed and he spread himself over the tables, and this went on for about a 
fortnight. Heaven knows what would have happened; he would have thrown 
away every penny that he possessed.%

On the night after he had lost about forty thousand pounds and whilst the 
whole hotel was whispering about it, La Dolciquita walked composedly into his 
bedroom. He was too drunk to recognize her, and she sat in his arm-chair, 
knitting and holding smelling salts to her nose—for he was pretty far gone with 
alcoholic poisoning—and, as soon as he was able to understand her, she said: 

“Look here, mon ami, do not go to the tables again. Take a good sleep now 
and come and see me this afternoon.” 

He slept till the lunch-hour. By that time Leonora had heard the news. A Mrs 
Colonel Whelan had told her. Mrs Colonel Whelan seems to have been the only 
sensible person who was ever connected with the Ashburnhams. She had argued 
it out that there must be a woman of the harpy variety connected with Edward’s 
incredible behaviour and mien; and she advised Leonora to go straight off to 
Town—which might have the effect of bringing Edward to his senses—and to 
consult her solicitor and her spiritual adviser. She had better go that very 
morning; it was no good arguing with a man in Edward’s condition. 

Edward, indeed, did not know that she had gone. As soon as he awoke he 
went straight to La Dolciquita’s room and she stood him his lunch in her own 
apartments. He fell on her neck and wept, and she put up with it for a time. She 
was quite a good-natured woman. And, when she had calmed him down with 
Eau de Mélisse, she said: “Look here, my friend, how much money have you left? 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alcoholic: (n) drunk, lush, soaker, 
souse, boozer, dipsomaniac; (adj) 
strong, spirituous, intoxicating, 
inebriating, containing alcohol. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
nonintoxicating, nonalcoholic. 

awoke: (adj) awakened. 
calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. 

ANTONYM: (adj) worried. 
composedly: (adv) serenely, calmly, 

quietly, placidly, coolly, sedately, 
steadily, soberly, unperturbedly,  

staidly, relaxedly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
nervously. 

confidante: (n) comrade, intimate, 
camarade, companion, compeer, 
familiar, lady's maid, guest, confrere, 
soul mate, associate. ANTONYMS: 
(n) enemy, foe, rival. 

knitting: (n) knitwork, needlework, 
needlecraft, knitted fabric, web, 
braid, weave, creating from raw 
materials, knit stitch. 

nave: (adj) naive, credulous, immature, 

artless, gullible, inexperienced, 
jejune; (n) fall guy. 

smelling: (n) smell, flavor, scent, 
olfactory modality, sensing, sense of 
smell; (adj) redolent, scented, 
odorous, stinking, rotten. 

uncommonly: (adv) rarely, strangely, 
infrequently, scarcely, occasionally, 
exceptionally, oddly; (adj, adv) 
particularly, remarkably, singularly, 
curiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
frequently, typically. 
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Five thousand dollars? Ten?” For the rumour went that Edward had lost two 
kings’ ransoms a night for fourteen nights and she imagined that he must be near 
the end of his resources.%

The Eau de Mélisse had calmed Edward to such an extent that, for the 
moment, he really had a head on his shoulders. He did nothing more than grunt: 

“And then?” 
“Why,” she answered, “I may just as well have the ten thousand dollars as 

the tables. I will go with you to Antibes for a week for that sum.” 
Edward grunted: “Five.” She tried to get seven thousand five hundred; but 

he stuck to his five thousand and the hotel expenses at Antibes. The sedative 
carried him just as far as that and then he collapsed again. He had to leave for 
Antibes at three; he could not do without it. He left a note for Leonora saying 
that he had gone off for a week with the Clinton Morleys, yachting. 

He did not enjoy himself very much at Antibes. La Dolciquita could talk of 
nothing with any enthusiasm except money, and she tired him unceasingly, 
during every waking hour, for presents of the most expensive description. And, 
at the end of a week, she just quietly kicked him out. He hung about in Antibes 
for three days. He was cured of the idea that he had any duties towards La 
Dolciquita—feudal or otherwise. But his sentimentalism required of him an 
attitude of Byronic gloom—as if his court had gone into half-mourning. Then his 
appetite suddenly returned, and he remembered Leonora. He found at his hotel 
at Monte Carlo a telegram from Leonora, dispatched from London, saying; 
“Please return as soon as convenient.” He could not understand why Leonora 
should have abandoned him so precipitately when she only thought that he had 
gone yachting with the Clinton Morleys. Then he discovered that she had left the 
hotel before he had written the note. He had a pretty rocky journey back to town; 
he was frightened out of his life—and Leonora had never seemed so desirable to 
him. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

appetite: (n, v) desire; (n) appetence, 
appetency, relish, inclination, 
stomach, taste, thirst, passion, liking, 
gusto. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
repulsion, revulsion, apathy, distaste.

collapsed: (adj) broken, warped, 
misshapen, folded, fallen, distorted, 
depleted, buckled, bent, bowed, 
malformed. 

dispatched: (adj) fulfilled, finished. 
grunt: (v) growl, croak, mutter, 

complain, murmur, moan, clamor,  

mumble; (n, v) cry; (n) groan, 
cottonwick. 

rocky: (adj) unstable, rough, shaky, 
craggy, stony, flinty, wobbly, 
difficult, unsteady, rugged, obdurate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flat, flexible, solid, 
stable, easy, firm. 

rumour: (n, v) rumor; (n) hearsay, 
fame, news, story, reputation, 
scuttlebutt, tale; (v) bruit. 

sedative: (n) depressant, downer, 
tranquilizer, Reseda; (adj) ataractic,  

ataraxic, anodyne, soothing, 
soporific, analgesic; (n, v) sleeping 
pill. ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, 
painful. 

sentimentalism: (v) demureness, 
minauderie, mock modesty, prudery; 
(n) sentiment, emotionalism, 
sentimentality, sob story, virtuosity. 

waking: (adj) wakeful; (n) awakening, 
wakefulness, consciousness. 

yachting: (n) boating, water travel; 
(adj) nautical. 
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V  

 
 
I call this the Saddest Story, rather than “The Ashburnham Tragedy”, just 

because it is so sad, just because there was no current to draw things along to a 
swift and inevitable end. There is about it none of the elevation that accompanies 
tragedy; there is about it no nemesis, no destiny. Here were two noble people—
for I am convinced that both Edward and Leonora had noble natures—here, 
then, were two noble natures, drifting down life, like fireships afloat on a lagoon 
and causing miseries, heart-aches, agony of the mind and death. And they 
themselves steadily deteriorated. And why? For what purpose? To point what 
lesson? It is all a darkness.%

There is not even any villain in the story—for even Major Basil, the husband 
of the lady who next, and really, comforted the unfortunate Edward—even 
Major Basil was not a villain in this piece. He was a slack, loose, shiftless sort of 
fellow—but he did not do anything to Edward. Whilst they were in the same 
station in Burma he borrowed a good deal of money—though, really, since Major 
Basil had no particular vices, it was difficult to know why he wanted it. He 
collected—different types of horses’ bits from the earliest times to the present 
day—but, since he did not prosecute even this occupation with any vigour, he 
cannot have needed much money for the acquirement, say, of the bit of Genghis 
Khan’s charger—if Genghis Khan had a charger. And when I say that he 
borrowed a good deal of money from Edward I do not mean to say that he had 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acquirement: (adj, n) accomplishment; 
(n) acquisition, achievement, skill, 
workmanship, craftsmanship, 
purchase, ability, mastery, science, 
procurement. 

afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, current, 
in circulation, directionless, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot. 

charger: (n) horse, battery charger, 
steed, mount, courser, war horse, 
loader, hack, roadster, warhorse,  

destrier. 
comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 

comfortable, calmed. 
lagoon: (n) laguna, lake, bay, pond, 

mere, settling basin, water clarifier, 
cove, coastal lagoon, basin, bayou. 

nemesis: (n) avenger, jinx, enemy, 
ruin, curse, bane, retribution, poetic 
justice, rival, execration, undoing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) making, ally. 

shiftless: (adj) lazy, idle, helpless, 
improvident, feckless, irresponsible,  

inefficient, incapable, ineffective; (adj, 
v) thriftless; (v) unthrifty. 
ANTONYM: (adj) keen. 

slack: (adj, v) loose, lax, remiss, slow, 
dull; (adj) indolent, negligent, idle, 
flaccid, limp, baggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) strict, taut, thorough, brisk, 
diligent, attentive, upright, prompt, 
meticulous; (v) tighten; (n) tautness. 

vigour: (n) force, strength, vigor, 
energy, power, potency, vim, vitality, 
athleticism, verve, intensity. 
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more than a thousand pounds from him during the five years that the connection 
lasted. Edward, of course, did not have a great deal of money; Leonora was 
seeing to that. Still, he may have had five hundred pounds a year English, for his 
menus plaisirs—for his regimental subscriptions and for keeping his men smart. 
Leonora hated that; she would have preferred to buy dresses for herself or to 
have devoted the money to paying off a mortgage. Still, with her sense of justice, 
she saw that, since she was managing a property bringing in three thousand a 
year with a view to re-establishing it as a property of five thousand a year and 
since the property really, if not legally, belonged to Edward, it was reasonable 
and just that Edward should get a slice of his own. Of course she had the devil of 
a job.%

I don’t know that I have got the financial details exactly right. I am a pretty 
good head at figures, but my mind, still, sometimes mixes up pounds with 
dollars and I get a figure wrong. Anyhow, the proposition was something like 
this: Properly worked and without rebates to the tenants and keeping up schools 
and things, the Branshaw estate should have brought in about five thousand a 
year when Edward had it. It brought in actually about four. (I am talking in 
pounds, not dollars.) Edward’s excesses with the Spanish Lady had reduced its 
value to about three—as the maximum figure, without reductions. Leonora 
wanted to get it back to five. 

She was, of course, very young to be faced with such a proposition—twenty-
four is not a very advanced age. So she did things with a youthful vigour that 
she would, very likely, have made more merciful, if she had known more about 
life. She got Edward remarkably on the hop. He had to face her in a London 
hotel, when he crept back from Monte Carlo with his poor tail between his poor 
legs. As far as I can make out she cut short his first mumblings and his first 
attempts at affectionate speech with words something like: “We’re on the verge 
of ruin. Do you intend to let me pull things together? If not I shall retire to 
Hendon on my jointure.” (Hendon represented a convent to which she 
occasionally went for what is called a “retreat” in Catholic circles.) And poor 
dear Edward knew nothing—absolutely nothing. He did not know how much 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

legally: (adv) lawfully, legitimately, 
justly, statutorily, licitly, validly, 
constitutionally, rightfully, judicially, 
juridically, correctly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unlawfully, illegally. 

merciful: (adj) humane, gracious, 
lenient, compassionate, kind, 
clement, benign, kindly, gentle, 
beneficent, forgiving. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pitiless, merciless, unforgiving, 
spiteful, harsh, impatient, severe, 
hardhearted. 

retire: (v) resign, retreat, withdraw, 
leave, abdicate, ebb, depart, turn in, 
fall back, hit the hay, go to bed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, enter. 

ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, 
n) downfall; (v) break, consume, 
demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation. 

slice: (n, v) share, part, slash, gash, 
chip; (n) section, piece, bit, morsel, 
slab; (v) carve. 

verge: (n, v) edge, skirt; (n) boundary, 
brink, margin, limit, rim, bound, 
brim, side; (v) bend. ANTONYMS: 
(n) end, middle; (v) retreat. 

youthful: (adj) immature, fresh, green, 
juvenile, vernal, adolescent, childish, 
new, tender, sappy, beardless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) adult, mature, 
experienced, sophisticated, late. 
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money he had, as he put it, “blued” at the tables. It might have been a quarter of 
a million for all he remembered. He did not know whether she knew about La 
Dolciquita or whether she imagined that he had gone off yachting or had stayed 
at Monte Carlo. He was just dumb and he just wanted to get into a hole and not 
have to talk. Leonora did not make him talk and she said nothing herself.%

I do not know much about English legal procedure—I cannot, I mean, give 
technical details of how they tied him up. But I know that, two days later, 
without her having said more than I have reported to you, Leonora and her 
attorney had become the trustees, as I believe it is called, of all Edward’s 
property, and there was an end of Edward as the good landlord and father of his 
people. He went out. Leonora then had three thousand a year at her disposal. She 
occupied Edward with getting himself transferred to a part of his regiment that 
was in Burma—if that is the right way to put it. She herself had an interview, 
lasting a week or so—with Edward’s land-steward. She made him understand 
that the estate would have to yield up to its last penny. Before they left for India 
she had let Branshaw for seven years at a thousand a year. She sold two 
Vandykes and a little silver for eleven thousand pounds and she raised, on 
mortgage, twenty-nine thousand. That went to Edward’s money-lending friends 
in Monte Carlo. So she had to get the twenty-nine thousand back, for she did not 
regard the Vandykes and the silver as things she would have to replace. They 
were just frills to the Ashburnham vanity. Edward cried for two days over the 
disappearance of his ancestors and then she wished she had not done it; but it 
did not teach her anything and it lessened such esteem as she had for him. She 
did not also understand that to let Branshaw affected him with a feeling of 
physical soiling—that it was almost as bad for him as if a woman belonging to 
him had become a prostitute. That was how it did affect him; but I dare say she 
felt just as bad about the Spanish dancer. 

So she went at it. They were eight years in India, and during the whole of that 
time she insisted that they must be self-supporting—they had to live on his 
Captain’s pay, plus the extra allowance for being at the front. She gave him the 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

disappearance: (n) vanishing, loss, 
going, fade, evaporation, 
disappearing, departure, passing, 
death, receding, ending. 
ANTONYMS: (n) recurrence, 
appearing, arrival, renaissance, 
revitalization, show, emergence, 
survival. 

eleven: (adj, n) xi; (n) eight, squad, 
football team, team. 

esteem: (n) deference, admiration; (n, 
v) respect, value, consideration,  

account; (v) appreciate, deem, adore, 
admire, count. ANTONYMS: (v) 
scorn, hate, disdain, insult, despise, 
abominate, abhor, dislike, reject; (n) 
disesteem, disapproval. 

frills: (n) falderal, folderol, whatsis, 
whatchamacallit, sundry, sundries, 
stuff, garnishes, garnishing, 
adornment, gimcrackery. 

lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, 
lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, 
vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate,  

attenuated. 
prostitute: (n) courtesan, harlot, bawd, 

hooker, fancy woman, cocotte, 
whore, tart; (adj, v) pervert; (v) 
profane, abuse. 

vanity: (n) egotism, pride, emptiness, 
arrogance, futility, inanity, vainglory, 
conceitedness, pretension, 
pomposity; (adj, n) amour propre. 
ANTONYMS: (n) selflessness, 
humility, importance, value, 
effectiveness. 
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five hundred a year for Ashburnham frills, as she called it to herself—and she 
considered she was doing him very well.%

Indeed, in a way, she did him very well—but it was not his way. She was 
always buying him expensive things which, as it were, she took off her own 
back. I have, for instance, spoken of Edward’s leather cases. Well, they were not 
Edward’s at all; they were Leonora’s manifestations. He liked to be clean, but he 
preferred, as it were, to be threadbare. She never understood that, and all that 
pigskin was her idea of a reward to him for putting her up to a little speculation 
by which she made eleven hundred pounds. She did, herself, the threadbare 
business. When they went up to a place called Simla, where, as I understand, it is 
cool in the summer and very social—when they went up to Simla for their 
healths it was she who had him prancing around, as we should say in the United 
States, on a thousand-dollar horse with the gladdest of glad rags all over him. 
She herself used to go into “retreat”. I believe that was very good for her health 
and it was also very inexpensive. 

It was probably also very good for Edward’s health, because he pranced 
about mostly with Mrs Basil, who was a nice woman and very, very kind to him. 
I suppose she was his mistress, but I never heard it from Edward, of course. I 
seem to gather that they carried it on in a high romantic fashion, very proper to 
both of them—or, at any rate, for Edward; she seems to have been a tender and 
gentle soul who did what he wanted. I do not mean to say that she was without 
character; that was her job, to do what Edward wanted. So I figured it out, that 
for those five years, Edward wanted long passages of deep affection kept up in 
long, long talks and that every now and then they “fell,” which would give 
Edward an opportunity for remorse and an excuse to lend the Major another 
fifty. I don’t think that Mrs Basil considered it to be “falling”; she just pitied him 
and loved him. 

You see, Leonora and Edward had to talk about something during all these 
years. You cannot be absolutely dumb when you live with a person unless you 
are an inhabitant of the North of England or the State of Maine. So Leonora 
imagined the cheerful device of letting him see the accounts of his estate and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cheerful: (adj, v) buoyant; (adj) breezy, 
merry, optimistic, pleasant, glad, 
blithe, carefree, bright, lively, happy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) depressed, 
gloomy, sad, depressing, grim, 
hopeless, miserable, morose, somber, 
dejected, unwelcoming. 

gather: (n, v) fold, tuck; (v) convene, 
garner, congregate, compile, 
assemble, accumulate, collect, meet, 
flock. ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, 
scatter, spread, distribute, disband,  

decrease, part, smooth. 
inexpensive: (adj) easy, economical, 

reasonable, frugal, low, gimcrack, 
cheapness, not expensive, reduced, 
cheesy, twopenny. ANTONYM: (adj) 
prohibitive. 

inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 
occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 
population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger. 

lend: (v) grant, give, advance, impart, 

bestow, contribute, borrow, bring, 
add, confer; (n) lending. 

mistress: (n) dame, concubine, 
madame, inamorata, lady, lover, 
fancy woman, doxy, girl, kept 
woman, missis. 

threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; (adj) 
hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 
tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 
pristine, original. 
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discussing them with him. He did not discuss them much; he was trying to 
behave prettily. But it was old Mr Mumford—the farmer who did not pay his 
rent—that threw Edward into Mrs Basil’s arms. Mrs Basil came upon Edward in 
the dusk, in the Burmese garden, with all sorts of flowers and things. And he was 
cutting up that crop—with his sword, not a walking-stick. He was also carrying 
on and cursing in a way you would not believe.%

She ascertained that an old gentleman called Mumford had been ejected from 
his farm and had been given a little cottage rent-free, where he lived on ten 
shillings a week from a farmers’ benevolent society, supplemented by seven that 
was being allowed him by the Ashburnham trustees. Edward had just 
discovered that fact from the estate accounts. Leonora had left them in his 
dressing-room and he had begun to read them before taking off his marching-kit. 
That was how he came to have a sword. Leonora considered that she had been 
unusually generous to old Mr Mumford in allowing him to inhabit a cottage, 
rent-free, and in giving him seven shillings a week. Anyhow, Mrs Basil had 
never seen a man in such a state as Edward was. She had been passionately in 
love with him for quite a time, and he had been longing for her sympathy and 
admiration with a passion as deep. That was how they came to speak about it, in 
the Burmese garden, under the pale sky, with sheaves of severed vegetation, 
misty and odorous, in the night around their feet. I think they behaved 
themselves with decorum for quite a time after that, though Mrs Basil spent so 
many hours over the accounts of the Ashburnham estate that she got the name of 
every field by heart. Edward had a huge map of his lands in his harness-room 
and Major Basil did not seem to mind. I believe that people do not mind much in 
lonely stations. It might have lasted for ever if the Major had not been made 
what is called a brevet-colonel during the shuffling of troops that went on just 
before the South African War. He was sent off somewhere else and, of course, 
Mrs Basil could not stay with Edward. Edward ought, I suppose, to have gone to 
the Transvaal. It would have done him a great deal of good to get killed. But 
Leonora would not let him; she had heard awful stories of the extravagance of 
the hussar regiment in war-time—how they left hundred-bottle cases of 
champagne, at five guineas a bottle, on the veldt and so on. Besides, she 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

decorum: (n) propriety, gentility, 
decorousness, dignity, fitness, 
manners, correctness, ceremony, 
properness, politeness, grace. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impoliteness, 
rudeness, informality, indecorum, 
impropriety, indecency, corruption, 
abandon, vulgarity. 

ejected: (adj) evicted, dispossessed. 
extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 

excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste,  

prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness. 

hussar: (n) dragoon, cavalry, artillery, 
horse artillery, cavalryman, mounted 
rifles, uhlan, voltigeur, light horse. 

lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom. 
odorous: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, 

aromatic, balmy, scented, sweet, 
redolent, perfumed, odorant,  

malodorous, fragrance. ANTONYM: 
(adj) smelly. 

prettily: (adv) beautifully, charmingly, 
pleasantly, handsomely, finely, 
neatly, gracefully, picturesquely, 
elegantly, delightfully, pleasingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unattractively, 
unpleasantly. 

veldt: (n) prairie, steppe, savanna, 
pampas, desert, heath, common, 
basin, downs, grassland, weary 
waste. 
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preferred to see how Edward was spending his five hundred a year. I don’t mean 
to say that Edward had any grievance in that. He was never a man of the deeds 
of heroism sort and it was just as good for him to be sniped at up in the hills of 
the North Western frontier, as to be shot at by an old gentleman in a tophat at the 
bottom of some spruit. Those are more or less his words about it. I believe he 
quite distinguished himself over there. At any rate, he had had his D.S.O. and 
was made a brevet-major. Leonora, however, was not in the least keen on his 
soldiering. She hated also his deeds of heroism. One of their bitterest quarrels 
came after he had, for the second time, in the Red Sea, jumped overboard from 
the troopship and rescued a private soldier. She stood it the first time and even 
complimented him. But the Red Sea was awful, that trip, and the private soldiers 
seemed to develop a suicidal craze. It got on Leonora’s nerves; she figured 
Edward, for the rest of that trip, jumping overboard every ten minutes. And the 
mere cry of “Man overboard” is a disagreeable, alarming and disturbing thing. 
The ship gets stopped and there are all sorts of shouts. And Edward would not 
promise not to do it again, though, fortunately, they struck a streak of cooler 
weather when they were in the Persian Gulf. Leonora had got it into her head 
that Edward was trying to commit suicide, so I guess it was pretty awful for her 
when he would not give the promise. Leonora ought never to have been on that 
troopship; but she got there somehow, as an economy.%

Major Basil discovered his wife’s relation with Edward just before he was 
sent to his other station. I don’t know whether that was a blackmailer’s 
adroitness or just a trick of destiny. He may have known of it all the time or he 
may not. At any rate, he got hold of, just about then, some letters and things. It 
cost Edward three hundred pounds immediately. I do not know how it was 
arranged; I cannot imagine how even a blackmailer can make his demands. I 
suppose there is some sort of way of saving your face. I figure the Major as 
disclosing the letters to Edward with furious oaths, then accepting his 
explanations that the letters were perfectly innocent if the wrong construction 
were not put upon them. Then the Major would say: “I say, old chap, I’m deuced 
hard up. Couldn’t you lend me three hundred or so?” I fancy that was how it 
was. And, year by year, after that there would come a letter from the Major, 
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adroitness: (n) cleverness, ability, skill, 
deftness, facility, nimbleness, 
skillfulness, knack, finesse, art; (n, v) 
address. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uselessness, inaccuracy. 

alarming: (adj) scary, alarm, awful, 
formidable, shocking, appalling, 
awesome, dire, horrid, horrible, 
dreadful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, lovely, normal. 

craze: (v) madden, crack, derange; (n) 
mania, enthusiasm, rage, style,  

furore, trend, cult, furor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appease, balance, 
soothe; (n) custom, tradition, 
indifference. 

deuced: (adj) cursed, infernal, damn, 
damned, darned, blessed, goddamn, 
goddam, demonic, unholy, satanic. 

disclosing: (n) confession, 
communication. 

grievance: (n) injustice, wrong, 
grudge, affliction, protest, objection, 
disaffection, discontentment,  

dissatisfaction; (adj) annoyance; (adj, 
n) distress. ANTONYMS: (n) justice, 
praise. 

heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 
daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
valour, valiance, courageousness; 
(adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardliness, fearfulness. 

shouts: (n) cries. 
suicidal: (adj) ruinous, destructive, 

deadly, despairing, suicidical, 
dangerous, unsafe. 
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saying that he was deuced hard up and couldn’t Edward lend him three 
hundred or so? Edward was pretty hard hit when Mrs Basil had to go away. He 
really had been very fond of her, and he remained faithful to her memory for 
quite a long time. And Mrs Basi had loved him very much and continued to 
cherish a hope of reunion with him. Three days ago there came a quite proper 
but very lamentable letter from her to Leonora, asking to be given particulars as 
to Edward’s death. She had read the advertisement of it in an Indian paper. I 
think she must have been a very nice woman...%

And then the Ashburnhams were moved somewhere up towards a place or a 
district called Chitral. I am no good at geography of the Indian Empire. By that 
time they had settled down into a model couple and they never spoke in private 
to each other. Leonora had given up even showing the accounts of the 
Ashburnham estate to Edward. He thought that that was because she had piled 
up such a lot of money that she did not want him to know how she was getting 
on any more. But, as a matter of fact, after five or six years it had penetrated to 
her mind that it was painful to Edward to have to look on at the accounts of his 
estate and have no hand in the management of it. She was trying to do him a 
kindness. And, up in Chitral, poor dear little Maisie Maidan came along... 

That was the most unsettling to Edward of all his affairs. It made him 
suspect that he was inconstant. The affair with the Dolciquita he had sized up as 
a short attack of madness like hydrophobia. His relations with Mrs Basil had not 
seemed to him to imply moral turpitude of a gross kind. The husband had been 
complaisant; they had really loved each other; his wife was very cruel to him 
and had long ceased to be a wife to him. He thought that Mrs Basil had been his 
soul-mate, separated from him by an unkind fate—something sentimental of 
that sort. 

But he discovered that, whilst he was still writing long weekly letters to Mrs 
Basil, he was beginning to be furiously impatient if he missed seeing Maisie 
Maidan during the course of the day. He discovered himself watching the 
doorways with impatience; he discovered that he disliked her boy husband very 
much for hours at a time. He discovered that he was getting up at unearthly 
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ceased: (adj) finished. 
complaisant: (adj, v) civil, polite; (adj) 

benign, accommodating, amiable, 
debonair, friendly, courteous, 
tractable, attentive, affable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) antagonistic, 
contrary, difficult, disagreeable, 
discontented. 

hydrophobia: (n) rabies, lyssa, 
madness, canine madness, animal 
disease, fear of water, hydrophoby, 
fury. 

inconstant: (adj) erratic, changeable, 
flighty, fickle, variable, faithless, 
fitful, giddy, inconsistent, uncertain, 
slippery. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unending, loyal, regular. 

piled: (adj) heaped, dense, aggregate, 
collective, concentrated, cumulous. 

sentimental: (adj) maudlin, mushy, 
romantic, tender, soft, mawkish, 
schmaltzy, sappy, schmalzy, bathetic, 
slushy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hardhearted, cool. 

sized: (adj) pasted. 
turpitude: (n) depravity, evil, 

corruption, degeneracy, depravation, 
wickedness, trimming, transgression, 
shuffling; (adj) debasement, abjection. 

unsettling: (adj) disquieting, 
disturbing, embarrassing, 
frightening, scary, troublemaking, 
troublesome, troubling, 
uncomforting, unruly, upsetting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) comforting, 
soothing. 
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hours in order to have time, later in the morning, to go for a walk with Maisie 
Maidan. He discovered himself using little slang words that she used and 
attaching a sentimental value to those words. These, you understand, were 
discoveries that came so late that he could do nothing but drift. He was losing 
weight; his eyes were beginning to fall in; he had touches of bad fever. He was, 
as he described it, pipped.%

And, one ghastly hot day, he suddenly heard himself say to Leonora: 
“I say, couldn’t we take Mrs Maidan with us to Europe and drop her at 

Nauheim?” 
He hadn’t had the least idea of saying that to Leonora. He had merely been 

standing, looking at an illustrated paper, waiting for dinner. Dinner was twenty 
minutes late or the Ashburnhams would not have been alone together. No, he 
hadn’t had the least idea of framing that speech. He had just been standing in a 
silent agony of fear, of longing, of heat, of fever. He was thinking that they were 
going back to Branshaw in a month and that Maisie Maidan was going to remain 
behind and die. And then, that had come out. 

The punkah swished in the darkened room; Leonora lay exhausted and 
motionless in her cane lounge; neither of them stirred. They were both at that 
time very ill in indefinite ways. 

And then Leonora said: 
“Yes. I promised it to Charlie Maidan this afternoon. I have offered to pay her 

ex’s myself.” 
Edward just saved himself from saying: “Good God!” You see, he had not the 

least idea of what Leonora knew—about Maisie, about Mrs Basil, even about La 
Dolciquita. It was a pretty enigmatic situation for him. It struck him that Leonora 
must be intending to manage his loves as she managed his money affairs and it 
made her more hateful to him—and more worthy of respect. 

Leonora, at any rate, had managed his money to some purpose. She had 
spoken to him, a week before, for the first time in several years—about money. 
She had made twenty-two thousand pounds out of the Branshaw land and seven 
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attaching: (n) fastening; (adj) adhesive.
darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 

old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast. 

enigmatic: (adj) incomprehensible, 
inscrutable, impenetrable, obscure, 
puzzling, mysterious, unfathomable, 
cryptic, dark, abstruse, secretive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
straightforward, obvious, known, 
plain, explicable. 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable,  

nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable. 

indefinite: (adj, v) ambiguous, vague; 
(adj) uncertain, boundless, hazy, 
equivocal, unlimited, doubtful, 
dubious, imprecise, indecisive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, limited, 
fixed, constrained, specific, distinct, 
known, precise, clear, exact. 

motionless: (adj) inactive, inert, 
immobile, stationary, fixed, 
unmoving, quiescent, dead, torpid; 
(adj, adv) calm, at rest. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mobile, active, alive, flowing. 

punkah: (v) air pump, bellows, air 
blower, lungs, blowpipe, ventilator. 

slang: (n) lingo, cant, vernacular, 
argot, dialect, patois, language; (v) 
put one over, put one across, put on, 
dupe. 
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by the letting of Branshaw furnished. By fortunate investments—in which 
Edward had helped her—she had made another six or seven thousand that 
might well become more. The mortgages were all paid off, so that, except for the 
departure of the two Vandykes and the silver, they were as well off as they had 
been before the Dolciquita had acted the locust. It was Leonora’s great 
achievement. She laid the figures before Edward, who maintained an unbroken 
silence.%

“I propose,” she said, “that you should resign from the Army and that we 
should go back to Branshaw. We are both too ill to stay here any longer.” 

Edward said nothing at all. 
“This,” Leonora continued passionlessly, “is the great day of my life.” 
Edward said: 
“You have managed the job amazingly. You are a wonderful woman.” He 

was thinking that if they went back to Branshaw they would leave Maisie 
Maidan behind. That thought occupied him exclusively. They must, 
undoubtedly, return to Branshaw; there could be no doubt that Leonora was too 
ill to stay in that place. She said: 

“You understand that the management of the whole of the expenditure of the 
income will be in your hands. There will be five thousand a year.” She thought 
that he cared very much about the expenditure of an income of five thousand a 
year and that the fact that she had done so much for him would rouse in him 
some affection for her. But he was thinking exclusively of Maisie Maidan—of 
Maisie, thousands of miles away from him. He was seeing the mountains 
between them—blue mountains and the sea and sunlit plains. He said: 

“That is very generous of you.” And she did not know whether that were 
praise or a sneer. That had been a week before. And all that week he had passed 
in an increasing agony at the thought that those mountains, that sea, and those 
sunlit plains would be between him and Maisie Maidan. That thought shook him 
in the burning nights: the sweat poured from him and he trembled with cold, in 
the burning noons—at that thought. He had no minute’s rest; his bowels turned 
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agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content. 

bowels: (n) gut, compassion, pity, 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, 
guts, insides, intestines. 

furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, 
privileged, instruct, carrying 
weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) 
provide, furnish, begone, beset. 

locust: (n) courbaril, cicada, wood, 
carob, clammy locust, Colorado 
beetle, black locust, acridid, honey 
locust, locust tree; (v) losel. 

passionlessly: (adv) frigidly, 
indifferently, spiritlessly, soullessly. 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench. 

sneer: (n, v) deride, jeer, scorn, flout, 
ridicule, scoff, mock, leer, grimace, 
gird; (n) smirk. 

sunlit: (adj) bright, light, sunstruck, 
lighter. ANTONYM: (adj) dark. 

unbroken: (adj) continuous, entire, 
complete, continual, constant, intact, 
incessant, endless, whole, undivided, 
solid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, temporary, plowed, 
discontinuous, disturbed, sporadic, 
partial. 
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round and round within him: his tongue was perpetually dry and it seemed to 
him that the breath between his teeth was like air from a pest-house.%

He gave no thought to Leonora at all; he had sent in his papers. They were to 
leave in a month. It seemed to him to be his duty to leave that place and to go 
away, to support Leonora. He did his duty. 

It was horrible, in their relationship at that time, that whatever she did 
caused him to hate her. He hated her when he found that she proposed to set 
him up as the Lord of Branshaw again—as a sort of dummy lord, in swaddling 
clothes. He imagined that she had done this in order to separate him from Maisie 
Maidan. Hatred hung in all the heavy nights and filled the shadowy corners of 
the room. So when he heard that she had offered to the Maidan boy to take his 
wife to Europe with him, automatically he hated her since he hated all that she 
did. It seemed to him, at that time, that she could never be other than cruel even 
if, by accident, an act of hers were kind... Yes, it was a horrible situation. 

But the cool breezes of the ocean seemed to clear up that hatred as if it had 
been a curtain. They seemed to give him back admiration for her, and respect. 
The agreeableness of having money lavishly at command, the fact that it had 
bought for him the companionship of Maisie Maidan—these things began to 
make him see that his wife might have been right in the starving and scraping 
upon which she had insisted. He was at ease; he was even radiantly happy when 
he carried cups of bouillon for Maisie Maidan along the deck. One night, when 
he was leaning beside Leonora, over the ship’s side, he said suddenly: 

“By jove, you’re the finest woman in the world. I wish we could be better 
friends.” 

She just turned away without a word and went to her cabin. Still, she was 
very much better in health. 

And now, I suppose, I must give you Leonora’s side of the case... That is very 
difficult. For Leonora, if she preserved an unchanged front, changed very 
frequently her point of view. She had been drilled—in her tradition, in her 
upbringing—to keep her mouth shut. But there were times, she said, when she 
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agreeableness: (n) agreeability, 
compliance, complaisance, 
compliancy, amenity, cordiality, 
obligingness, disposition, 
temperament, fitness, congruity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disagreeableness, 
unkindness. 

bought: (n) crook, hook. 
bouillon: (v) blackberry, blancmange, 

bloater, bouilli, chop suey, breadfruit; 
(n) brewis, beef tea. 

cabin: (n) booth, cabana, cot, lodge,  

stall, shed, chamber, bothy, room, 
apartment, cell. ANTONYMS: (n) 
chateau, mansion, palace. 

dummy: (adj) sham, spurious, 
artificial, fictitious; (adj, n) model; (n) 
puppet, booby, dope, boob, 
dumbbell, blank. ANTONYMS: (n) 
scholar, intellectual, genius, original. 

jove: (n) Jovian, Jovinianist, thunderer.
lavishly: (adv) profusely, profligately, 

prodigally, copiously, generously, 
richly, wastefully, abundantly,  

luxuriously, plentifully, amply. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
frugally, cheaply, scantily. 

radiantly: (adv) effulgently, brightly, 
beamingly, luminously, refulgently, 
shiningly, lucidly, sparklingly, 
sunnily, beautifully, lustrously. 

shadowy: (adj) indistinct, misty, dark, 
faint, obscure, hazy, gloomy, vague, 
shady, insubstantial, dusky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, palpable, 
light, distinct, open. 
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was so near yielding to the temptation of speaking that afterwards she 
shuddered to think of those times. You must postulate that what she desired 
above all things was to keep a shut mouth to the world; to Edward and to the 
women that he loved. If she spoke she would despise herself.%

From the moment of his unfaithfulness with La Dolciquita she never acted 
the part of wife to Edward. It was not that she intended to keep herself from him 
as a principle, for ever. Her spiritual advisers, I believe, forbade that. But she 
stipulated that he must, in some way, perhaps symbolical, come back to her. She 
was not very clear as to what she meant; probably she did not know herself. Or 
perhaps she did. 

There were moments when he seemed to be coming back to her; there were 
moments when she was within a hair of yielding to her physical passion for him. 
In just the same way, at moments, she almost yielded to the temptation to 
denounce Mrs Basil to her husband or Maisie Maidan to hers. She desired then 
to cause the horrors and pains of public scandals. For, watching Edward more 
intently and with more straining of ears than that which a cat bestows upon a 
bird overhead, she was aware of the progress of his passion for each of these 
ladies. She was aware of it from the way in which his eyes returned to doors and 
gateways; she knew from his tranquillities when he had received satisfactions. 

At times she imagined herself to see more than was warranted. She imagined 
that Edward was carrying on intrigues with other women—with two at once; 
with three. For whole periods she imagined him to be a monster of libertinage 
and she could not see that he could have anything against her. She left him his 
liberty; she was starving herself to build up his fortunes; she allowed herself 
none of the joys of femininity—no dresses, no jewels—hardly even friendships, 
for fear they should cost money. 

And yet, oddly, she could not but be aware that both Mrs Basil and Maisie 
Maidan were nice women. The curious, discounting eye which one woman can 
turn on another did not prevent her seeing that Mrs Basil was very good to 
Edward and Mrs Maidan very good for him. That seemed her to be a monstrous 
and incomprehensible working of Fate’s. Incomprehensible! Why, she asked 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, 
brand, criticize, damn, reproach, 
excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) commend, 
compliment, honor, laud, approve, 
support. 

ears: (n) antenna. 
forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit. 
libertinage: (n) profligacy, 

licentiousness, libertinism, 
fornication. 

postulate: (n) axiom, hypothesis,  

condition, supposition; (v) demand, 
requisition, assume, presume, ask; (n, 
v) posit, premise. 

symbolical: (adj) emblematic, 
emblematical, representative, 
figurative, sign, symbolics, allusive, 
exemplary. 

unfaithfulness: (n) falseness, 
infidelity, perfidy, faithlessness, 
inconstancy, deceitfulness, falsity, 
deceit, dishonesty, inaccuracy, 
fickleness. ANTONYMS: (n)  

faithfulness, honesty, fidelity, loyalty. 
warranted: (adj) legitimate, secured, 

bonded, legal, locked, mistaken, 
necessary; (v) privileged, sanctioned, 
allowed; (n) securer. 

yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, obedient, 
docile; (n) submission. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hard, firm, inflexible, solid, 
rigid, obstinate, stiff, stubborn, 
unyielding, rebellious. 
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herself again and again, did none of the good deeds that she did for her husband 
ever come through to him, or appear to hime as good deeds? By what trick of 
mania could not he let her be as good to him as Mrs Basil was? Mrs Basil was not 
so extraordinarily dissimilar to herself. She was, it was true, tall, dark, with soft 
mournful voice and a great kindness of manner for every created thing, from 
punkah men to flowers on the trees. But she was not so well read as Lenora, at 
any rate in learned books. Leonora could not stand novels. But, even with all her 
differences, Mrs Basil did not appear to Leonora to differ so very much from 
herself. She was truthful, honest and, for the rest, just a woman. And Leonora 
had a vague sort of idea that, to a man, all women are the same after three weeks 
of close intercourse. She thought that the kindness should no longer appeal, the 
soft and mournful voice no longer thrill, the tall darkness no longer give a man 
the illusion that he was going into the depths of an unexplored wood. She could 
not understand how Edward could go on and on maundering over Mrs Basil. 
She could not see why he should continue to write her long letters after their 
separation. After that, indeed, she had a very bad time.%

She had at that period what I will call the “monstrous” theory of Edward. She 
was always imagining him ogling at every woman that he came across. She did 
not, that year, go into “retreat” at Simla because she was afraid that he would 
corrupt her maid in her absence. She imagined him carrying on intrigues with 
native women or Eurasians. At dances she was in a fever of watchfulness. 

She persuaded herself that this was because she had a dread of scandals. 
Edward might get himself mixed up with a marriageable daughter of some man 
who would make a row or some husband who would matter. But, really, she 
acknowledged afterwards to herself, she was hoping that, Mrs Basil being out of 
the way, the time might have come when Edward should return to her. All that 
period she passed in an agony of jealousy and fear—the fear that Edward might 
really become promiscuous in his habits. 

So that, in an odd way, she was glad when Maisie Maidan came along—and 
she realized that she had not, before, been afraid of husbands and of scandals, 
since, then, she did her best to keep Maisie’s husband unsuspicious. She wished 
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flowers: (n) analecta, anthology. 
habits: (n) behavior, decorum, 

pratique. 
imagining: (n) conception, daydream, 

fantasy, opinion; (v) imagine; (adj) 
imaginant. 

maundering: (adj) incoherent, prolix, 
spun out, protracted, prosing. 

promiscuous: (adj, v) miscellaneous; 
(adj) mixed, random, confused, loose, 
wanton, disorderly, licentious, light, 
easy, heterogeneous. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) moral, pure, chaste. 
truthful: (adj) honest, genuine, frank, 

real, candid, sincere, guileless, 
realistic, reliable, faithful, honorable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest, 
inaccurate, fictional, guarded, lying, 
improbable, deceptive, deceitful, 
false, wrong, evasive. 

unexplored: (adj) unexplained, 
unapprehended, unascertained, 
undiscovered, unheard of; (v) 
unexamined, uninvented,  

unsearched, unstudied, unweighed, 
unsifted. 

unsuspicious: (adj) innocent, 
credulous, trustful, unwary, 
confiding, honest, gullible, easy, 
naive, not suspicious, that confides. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wary. 

watchfulness: (n) care, caution, 
alertness, heed, wariness, jealousy, 
attentiveness, attention, solicitude, 
concern, anxiety. ANTONYMS: (n) 
recklessness, inattentiveness. 
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to appear so trustful of Edward that Maidan could not possibly have any 
suspicions. It was an evil position for her. But Edward was very ill and she 
wanted to see him smile again. She thought that if he could smile again through 
her agency he might return, through gratitude and satisfied love—to her. At that 
time she thought that Edward was a person of light and fleeting passions. And 
she could understand Edward’s passion for Maisie, since Maisie was one of those 
women to whom other women will allow magnetism. She was very pretty; she 
was very young; in spite of her heart she was very gay and light on her feet. And 
Leonora was really very fond of Maisie, who was fond enough of Leonora. 
Leonora, indeed, imagined that she could manage this affair all right. She had no 
thought of Maisie’s being led into adultery; she imagined that if she could take 
Maisie and Edward to Nauheim, Edward would see enough of her to get tired of 
her pretty little chatterings, and of the pretty little motions of her hands and feet. 
And she thought she could trust Edward. For there was not any doubt of 
Maisie’s passion for Edward. She raved about him to Leonora as Leonora had 
heard girls rave about drawing masters in schools. She was perpetually asking 
her boy husband why he could not dress, ride, shoot, play polo, or even recite 
sentimental poems, like their major. And young Maidan had the greatest 
admiration for Edward, and he adored, was bewildered by and entirely trusted 
his wife. It appeared to him that Edward was devoted to Leonora. And Leonora 
imagined that when poor Maisie was cured of her hear and Edward had seen 
enough of her, he would return to her. She had the vague, passionate idea that, 
when Edward had exhausted a number of other types of women he must turn to 
her. Why should not her type have its turn in his heart? She imagined that, by 
now, she understood him better, that she understood better his vanities and that, 
by making him happier, she could arouse his love.%

Florence knocked all that on the head... 
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arouse: (v) wake, stir, agitate, excite, 
awaken, stimulate, anger, kindle, 
provoke, raise; (n, v) rouse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) calm, dampen, 
stifle, sedate, quiet, pacify, bore, 
allay, lull, quench, suppress. 

bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken aback, 
addled, disoriented; (adj, v) lost. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimpressed, 
clear, oriented, precise,  

understanding, alert. 
fleeting: (adj) brief, momentary, 

ephemeral, passing, transient, short, 
fugitive, evanescent, transitory, 
temporal, short-lived. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) permanent, lasting, enduring, 
unforgettable, thorough, lengthy, 
long, slow. 

rave: (adj, n, v) fume; (n, v) rant; (adj, n) 
foam; (v) wander, jabber, gush, 
storm, tear, bluster; (adj, v) boil; (adj) 
flame. ANTONYM: (v) criticize. 

recite: (v) relate, enumerate, describe, 
narrate, recount, repeat, say, 
rehearse, detail, lecture; (n, v) 
declaim. 

suspicions: (adj) entertain doubts, 
have doubts; (n) doubts, misgivings, 
reservations, qualms, worries, fears, 
uncertainties. 

trustful: (adj) confiding, unsuspicious, 
credulous, gullible, trusty, 
trustworthy, unsuspecting; (n) trust, 
private conversation, bold, belief. 
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I  

 
 
I have, I am aware, told this story in a very rambling way so that it may be 

difficult for anyone to find their path through what may be a sort of maze. I 
cannot help it. I have stuck to my idea of being in a country cottage with a silent 
listener, hearing between the gusts of the wind and amidst the noises of the 
distant sea, the story as it comes. And, when one discusses an affair—a long, sad 
affair—one goes back, one goes forward. One remembers points that one has 
forgotten and one explains them all the more minutely since one recognizes that 
one has forgotten to mention them in their proper places and that one may have 
given, by omitting them, a false impression. I console myself with thinking that 
this is a real story and that, after all, real stories are probably told best in the way 
a person telling a story would tell them. They will then seem most real.%

At any rate, I think I have brought my story up to the date of Maisie Maidan’s 
death. I mean that I have explained everything that went before it from the 
several points of view that were necessary—from Leonora’s, from Edward’s and, 
to some extent, from my own. You have the facts for the trouble of finding them; 
you have the points of view as far as I could ascertain or put them. Let me 
imagine myself back, then, at the day of Maisie’s death—or rather at the moment 
of Florence’s dissertation on the Protest, up in the old Castle of the town of M----. 
Let us consider Leonora’s point of view with regard to Florence; Edward’s, of 
course, I cannot give you, for Edward naturally never spoke of his affair with my 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ascertain: (v) determine, find out, 
learn, discover, check, tell, control, 
find, ensure, detect; (adj, v) establish. 
ANTONYM: (v) disprove. 

dissertation: (n) discourse, 
disquisition, discussion, debate, 
paper, speech, tract, exposition, 
sermon, memoir, lecture. 

distant: (adj) remote, aloof, chill, 
detached, far, reserved, cool, long, 
icy, removed; (adv) afar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) close,  

neighboring, adjacent, friendly, near, 
nearby, warm, pending, intimate, 
involved, alert. 

maze: (n) tangle, snarl, web, jungle, 
muddle, confusion, complication; (v) 
eel; (adj) delicacy, knot, 
awkwardness. 

minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
closely, tinily, smally, insignificantly, 
infinitesimally, diminutively, nicely, 
exactly, microscopically. 

omitting: (v) except; (n) disregard,  

contraction; (adj) omissive. 
rambling: (adj) disjointed, incoherent, 

desultory, discursive, erratic, 
excursive, meandering, diffuse, loose, 
errant; (adj, n) wandering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) coherent, abrupt, 
conclusive, pithy, taciturn, compact. 

stuck: (adj) stranded, jammed, 
delayed, fast; (adj, adv) aground; (n) 
stuck ware, thrust, sticking; (v) 
sticked, fasten, attach. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unstuck, loose. 
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wife. %(I may, in what follows, be a little hard on Florence; but you must 
remember that I have been writing away at this story now for six months and 
reflecting longer and longer upon these affairs.) And the longer I think about 
them the more certain I become that Florence was a contaminating influence—
she depressed and deteriorated poor Edward; she deteriorated, hopelessly, the 
miserable Leonora. There is no doubt that she caused Leonora’s character to 
deteriorate. If there was a fine point about Leonora it was that she was proud 
and that she was silent. But that pride and that silence broke when she made that 
extraordinary outburst, in the shadowy room that contained the Protest, and in 
the little terrace looking over the river. I don’t mean to say that she was doing a 
wrong thing. She was certainly doing right in trying to warn me that Florence 
was making eyes at her husband. But, if she did the right thing, she was doing it 
in the wrong way. Perhaps she should have reflected longer; she should have 
spoken, if she wanted to speak, only after reflection. Or it would have been better 
if she had acted—if, for instance, she had so chaperoned Florence that private 
communication between her and Edward became impossible. She should have 
gone eavesdropping; she should have watched outside bedroom doors. It is 
odious; but that is the way the job is done. She should have taken Edward away 
the moment Maisie was dead. No, she acted wrongly... And yet, poor thing, is it 
for me to condemn her—and what did it matter in the end? If it had not been 
Florence, it would have been some other... Still, it might have been a better 
woman than my wife. For Florence was vulgar; Florence was a common flirt 
who would not, at the last, lacher prise; and Florence was an unstoppable talker. 
You could not stop her; nothing would stop her. Edward and Leonora were at 
least proud and reserved people. Pride and reserve are not the only things in life; 
perhaps they are not even the best things. But if they happen to be your 
particular virtues you will go all to pieces if you let them go. And Leonora let 
them. go. She let them go before poor Edward did even. Consider her position 
when she burst out over the Luther-Protest... Consider her agonies... 

You are to remember that the main passion of her life was to get Edward 
back; she had never, till that moment, despaired of getting him back. That may 
seem ignoble; but you have also to remember that her getting him back 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

contaminating: (adj) contaminated, 
pestilent, dirty, infectious, 
corrupting. 

deteriorate: (adj, v) degrade; (v) 
aggravate, decline, worsen, spoil, 
vitiate, descend, drop, fail, impair, 
rot. ANTONYMS: (v) recover, 
convalesce, grow, strengthen, 
ameliorate, construct, flourish, 
recuperate, renovate, thrive, build. 

eavesdropping: (n) talk, OUI dire, 
electronic eavesdropping; (adj) nosy. 

flirt: (n, v) coquette; (v) dally, coquet, 
toy, romance, trifle, spoon; (n) 
dalliance, vamp, tease, flirting. 

prise: (v) esteem, pry, prize, jimmy, 
admire, reckon, break down, 
evaluate, venerate, value, respect. 
ANTONYM: (v) disrespect. 

talker: (n) speaker, conversationalist, 
orator, chatterbox, babbler, raver, 
stammerer, chatterer, speechmaker, 
caller, mutterer. 

unstoppable: (adj) indefatigable,  

intense, invincible, irrepressible, 
irresistible, raging, inexorable, 
strong, heated, unbending, 
unyielding. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
powerless, unrelenting. 

vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
nasty, common, foul, indecent, gross, 
unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
aesthetic, muted, fashionable, decent, 
artistic, pleasant, clean. 
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represented to her not only a victory for herself. It would, as it appeared to her, 
have been a victory for all wives and a victory for her Church. That was how it 
presented itself to her. These things are a little inscrutable. I don’t know why the 
getting back of Edward should have represented to her a victory for all wives, for 
Society and for her Church. Or, maybe, I have a glimmering of it. She saw life as 
a perpetual sex-baffle between husbands who desire to be unfaithful to their 
wives, and wives who desire to recapture their husbands in the end. That was 
her sad and modest view of matrimony. Man, for her, was a sort of brute who 
must have his divagations, his moments of excess, his nights out, his, let us say, 
rutting seasons. She had read few novels, so that the idea of a pure and constant 
love succeeding the sound of wedding bells had never been very much 
presented to her. She went, numbed and terrified, to the Mother Superior of her 
childhood’s convent with the tale of Edward’s infidelities with the Spanish 
dancer, and all that the old nun, who appeared to her to be infinitely wise, 
mystic and reverend, had done had been to shake her head sadly and to say: 

“Men are like that. By the blessing of God it will all come right in the end.” 
That was what was put before her by her spiritual advisers as her programme 

in life. Or, at any rate, that was how their teachings came through to her—that 
was the lesson she told me she had learned of them. I don’t know exactly what 
they taught her. The lot of women was patience and patience and again 
patience—ad majorem Dei gloriam—until upon the appointed day, if God saw 
fit, she should have her reward. If then, in the end, she should have succeeded in 
getting Edward back she would have kept her man within the limits that are all 
that wifehood has to expect. She was even taught that such excesses in men are 
natural, excusable—as if they had been children.%

And the great thing was that there should be no scandal before the 
congregation. So she had clung to the idea of getting Edward back with a fierce 
passion that was like an agony. She had looked the other way; she had occupied 
herself solely with one idea. That was the idea of having Edward appear, when 
she did get him back, wealthy, glorious as it were, on account of his lands, and 
upright. She would show, in fact, that in an unfaithful world one Catholic 
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glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, 
luminosity, light, hint, apparition, 
radiance; (adj) glittering, glimmery, 
crepusculous, sciolism. 

matrimony: (n) wedding, union, 
marriage ceremony, nuptials, 
endogamy, bigamy, intermixture, 
alloyage, exogamy, intermarriage; (n, 
v) wedlock. 

mystic: (adj, v) secret, recondite; (adj) 
mysterious, occult, cryptical, cryptic, 
esoteric, inscrutable, weird, magical; 

(adj, n) psychic. 
numbed: (adj) deadened, benumbed, 

stupefied, insensate, stiff, made 
torpid, insensitive, dulled, dead, 
blunted, cold. 

perpetual: (adj) incessant, continual, 
constant, endless, eternal, everlasting, 
lasting, ceaseless, immortal, 
continuous, perennial. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) temporary, intermittent, 
transitory, mortal, unstable, finite, 
inconstant, occasional, sporadic. 

recapture: (v) recover, retrieve, retake, 
rescue, regain, get, redeem, reclaim; 
(n) retrieval, seizure; (n, v) salvage. 
ANTONYM: (n) loss. 

rutting: (adj) estrous, horny, hot, 
randy. 

succeeding: (adj) following, 
subsequent, after, consecutive, 
posterior, ensuing, consequent, 
successive, consequential; (adj, adv) 
later; (v) succeed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
outgoing, preceding. 
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woman had succeeded in retaining the fidelity of her husband. And she thought 
she had come near her desires.%

Her plan with regard to Maisie had appeared to be working admirably. 
Edward had seemed to be cooling off towards the girl. He did not hunger to pass 
every minute of the time at Nauheirn beside the child’s recumbent form; he went 
out to polo matches; he played auction bridge in the evenings; he was cheerful 
and bright. She was certain that he was not trying to seduce that poor child; she 
was beginning to think that he had never tried to do so. He seemed in fact to be 
dropping back into what he had been for Maisie in the beginning—a kind, 
attentive, superior officer in the regiment, paying gallant attentions to a bride. 
They were as open in their little flirtations as the dayspring from on high. And 
Maisie had not appeared to fret when he went off on excursions with us; she had 
to lie down for so many hours on her bed every afternoon, and she had not 
appeared to crave for the attentions of Edward at those times. And Edward was 
beginning to make little advances to Leonora. Once or twice, in private—for he 
often did it before people—he had said: “How nice you look!” or “What a pretty 
dress!” She had gone with Florence to Frankfurt, where they dress as well as in 
Paris, and had got herself a gown or two. She could afford it, and Florence was 
an excellent adviser as to dress. She seemed to have got hold of the clue to the 
riddle. 

Yes, Leonora seemed to have got hold of the clue to the riddle. She imagined 
herself to have been in the wrong to some extent in the past. She should not have 
kept Edward on such a tight rein with regard to money. She thought she was on 
the right tack in letting him—as she had done only with fear and irresolution—
have again the control of bis income. He came even a step towards her and 
acknowledged, spontaneously, that she had been right in husbanding, for all 
those years, their resources. He said to her one day: 

“You’ve done right, old girl. There’s nothing I like so much as to have a little 
to chuck away. And I can do it, thanks to you.” 

That was really, she said, the happiest moment of her life. And he, seeming to 
realize it, had ventured to pat her on the shoulder. He had, ostensibly, come in to 
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admirably: (adv) superbly, perfectly, 
excellently, admirable, marvellously, 
heroically, bravely, brilliantly, nicely, 
creditably, ably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
badly, inadequately, dishonorably, 
execrably, incompetently, poorly. 

crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, 
implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest, 
grant. 

dayspring: (n) daybreak, morning,  

dawn, cockcrow, dawning, sunrise, 
aurora, foreday, hour, first light, 
break of the day. ANTONYM: (n) 
sunset. 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, worry; 
(v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, upset, 
annoy; (n) anxiety. 

husbanding: (n) preservation, 
salvation. 

recumbent: (adj) prostrate, accumbent, 
lying, reclining, flat, procumbent, 
lying down, horizontal, prone,  

incumbent, idle. 
rein: (n) bridle, curb, restraint, check, 

strap; (v) leash, harness, contain, rule, 
rein in, confine. 

riddle: (n) mystery, conundrum, 
puzzle, problem, poser; (n, v) screen, 
sieve; (v) puncture, strain, filter, sift. 
ANTONYM: (n) explanation. 

seduce: (v) lure, decoy, entice, allure, 
inveigle, persuade; (adj, n, v) 
debauch; (adj, v) fascinate, captivate; 
(n, v) tempt; (adj) bewitch. 
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borrow a safety-pin of her. And the occasion of her boxing Maisie’s ears, had, 
after it was over, riveted in her mind the idea that there was no intrigue between 
Edward and Mrs Maidan. She imagined that, from henceforward, all that she 
had to do was to keep him well supplied with money and his mind amused with 
pretty girls. She was convinced that he was coming back to her. For that month 
she no longer repelled his timid advances that never went very far. For he 
certainly made timid advances. He patted her on the shoulder; he whispered into 
her ear little jokes about the odd figures that they saw up at the Casino. It was 
not much to make a little joke—but the whispering of it was a precious 
intimacy...%

And then—smash—it all went. It went to pieces at the moment when 
Florence laid her hand upon Edward’s wrist, as it lay on the glass sheltering the 
manuscript of the Protest, up in the high tower with the shutters where the 
sunlight here and there streamed in. Or, rather, it went when she noticed the 
look in Edward’s eyes as he gazed back into Florence’s. She knew that look. 

She had known—since the first moment of their meeting, since the moment 
of our all sitting down to dinner together—that Florence was making eyes at 
Edward. But she had seen so many women make eyes at Edward—hundreds 
and hundreds of women, in railway trains, in hotels, aboard liners, at street 
corners. And she had arrived at thinking that Edward took little stock in women 
that made eyes at him. She had formed what was, at that time, a fairly correct 
estimate of the methods of, the reasons for, Edward’s loves. She was certain that 
hitherto they had consisted of the short passion for the Dolciquita, the real sort of 
love for Mrs Basil, and what she deemed the pretty courtship of Maisie Maidan. 
Besides she despised Florence so haughtily that she could not imagine Edward’s 
being attracted by her. And she and Maisie were a sort of bulwark round him. 
She wanted, besides, to keep her eyes on Florence—for Florence knew that she 
had boxed Maisie’s ears. And Leonora desperately desired that her union with 
Edward should appear to be flawless. But all that went... 

With the answering gaze of Edward into Florence’s blue and uplifted eyes, 
she knew that it had all gone. She knew that that gaze meant that those two had 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness. 

despised: (adj) scorned, despicable, 
hated, abject, disparaged, mean, 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious. 

flawless: (adj) faultless, ideal, 
complete, consummate, finished, 
good, impeccable, blameless,  

unimpeachable, correct, unflawed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) faulty, 
blameworthy, corrupt, fallible, 
imperfect, shameful. 

haughtily: (adv) proudly, loftily, 
superciliously, imperiously, 
overbearingly, scornfully, 
condescendingly, snobbishly, 
disdainfully, superiorly, pompously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, 
modestly, feebly, meekly. 

henceforward: (adv) in future, from  

now on, from this time on, from this 
moment on, after this. 

intrigue: (n, v) cabal, contrivance, 
scheme; (v) fascinate, connive, 
captivate, attract, charm; (n) 
conspiracy, trick, plot. 

sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 
protection, motherly; (n) housing. 

uplifted: (adj) high, raised, noble, not 
inverted, not prone, proud, 
undismayed, stately, lofty, sublime, 
animated. 
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had long conversations of an intimate kind—about their likes and dislikes, about 
their natures, about their views of marriage. She knew what it meant that she, 
when we all four walked out together, had always been with me ten yards ahead 
of Florence and Edward. She did not imagine that it had gone further than talks 
about their likes and dislikes, about their natures or about marriage as an 
institution. But, having watched Edward all her life, she knew that that laying on 
of hands, that answering of gaze with gaze, meant that the thing was 
unavoidable. Edward was such a serious person.%

She knew that any attempt on her part to separate those two would be to 
rivet on Edward an irrevocable passion; that, as I have before told you, it was a 
trick of Edward’s nature to believe that the seducing of a woman gave her an 
irrevocable hold over him for life. And that touching of hands, she knew, would 
give that woman an irrevocable claim—to be seduced. And she so despised 
Florence that she would have preferred it to be a parlour-maid. There are very 
decent parlour-maids. 

And, suddenly, there came into her mind the conviction that Maisie Maidan 
had a real passion for Edward; that this would break her heart—and that she, 
Leonora, would be responsible for that. She went, for the moment, mad. She 
clutched me by the wrist; she dragged me down those stairs and across that 
whispering Rittersaal with the high painted pillars, the high painted chimney-
piece. I guess she did not go mad enough. 

She ought to have said: 
“Your wife is a harlot who is going to be my husband’s mistress...” That 

might have done the trick. But, even in her madness, she was afraid to go as far 
as that. She was afraid that, if she did, Edward and Florence would make a bolt 
of it, and that, if they did that, she would lose forever all chance of getting him 
back in the end. She acted very badly to me. 

Well, she was a tortured soul who put her Church before the interests of a 
Philadelphia Quaker. That is all right—I daresay the Church of Rome is the more 
important of the two. 
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answering: (adj) respondent, 
responsive, according, agreeing, 
responsory; (n) respondency. 

clutched: (adj) tense, worried, anxious, 
neurotic. 

irrevocable: (adj) irrecoverable, final, 
irreparable, irremediable, 
irredeemable, conclusive, 
irreclaimable, unchangeable, fixed; 
(adj, v) irretrievable, inevitable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) revocable, 
superficial, provisional, flexible,  

impermanent. 
likes: (n) kind, sort, type. 
madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 

idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 
furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
calmness, order. 

rivet: (v) focus, concentrate, clinch, 
fascinate, center, absorb, engross, 
enthrall; (adj) nail, pin, clamp. 

seduced: (adj) profaned, infatuated, 
fascinated. 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated, 
gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt. 

unavoidable: (adj) necessary, 
inescapable, ineluctable, irresistible, 
obligatory, certain, indispensable, 
essential, sure, required, avoidless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) escapable, 
unpredictable, optional, unlikely, 
uncertain. 

walked: (adj) exempt; (v) yode. 
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A week after Maisie Maidan’s death she was aware that Florence had become 
Edward’s mistress. She waited outside Florence’s door and met Edward as he 
came away. She said nothing and he only grunted. But I guess he had a bad 
time.%

Yes, the mental deterioration that Florence worked in Leonora was 
extraordinary; it smashed up her whole life and all her chances. It made her, in 
the first place, hopeless—for she could not see how, after that, Edward could 
return to her—after a vulgar intrigue with a vulgar woman. His affair with Mrs 
Basil, which was now all that she had to bring, in her heart, against him, she 
could not find it in her to call an intrigue. It was a love affair—a pure enough 
thing in its way. But this seemed to her to be a horror—a wantonness, all the 
more detestable to her, because she so detested Florence. And Florence talked... 

That was what was terrible, because Florence forced Leonora herself to 
abandon her high reserve—Florence and the situation. It appears that Florence 
was in two minds whether to confess to me or to Leonora. Confess she had to. 
And she pitched at last on Leonora, because if it had been me she would have 
had to confess a great deal more. Or, at least, I might have guessed a great deal 
more, about her “heart”, and about Jimmy. So she went to Leonora one day and 
began hinting and hinting. And she enraged Leonora to such an extent that at 
last Leonora said: 

“You want to tell me that you are Edward’s mistress. You can be. I have no 
use for him.” That was really a calamity for Leonora, because, once started, there 
was no stopping the talking. She tried to stop—but it was not to be done. She 
found it necessary to send Edward messages through Florence; for she would 
not speak to him. She had to give him, for instance, to understand that if I ever 
came to know of his intrigue she would ruin him beyond repair. And it 
complicated matters a good deal that Edward, at about this time, was really a 
little in love with her. He thought that he had treated her so badly; that she was 
so fine. She was so mournful that he longed to comfort her, and he thought 
himself such a blackguard that there was nothing he would not have done to 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blackguard: (n) ruffian, rogue, dog, 
rascal, heel, hound, cad; (adj) base, 
vile; (v) vituperate, revile. 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. ANTONYMS: 
(n) blessing, boon, luck, joy, 
opportunity. 

detestable: (adj) hateful, abhorrent, 
damnable, odious, offensive, 
despicable, execrable, horrible,  

infamous; (adj, v) cursed; (adj, adv) 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, adorable, sweet, loveable, 
lovable, likable, delightful, cherished, 
honorable, desirable, nice. 

detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked. 

enraged: (adj) angered, furious, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, incensed, 
exasperated, raging, irritated, boiling.

guess: (n, v) surmise, estimate, 
forecast; (v) suppose, deem, reckon, 
divine, believe, foretell; (n) 
assumption, supposition. 

messages: (n) correspondence, 
communication, post, letters. 

wantonness: (n) lust, unrestraint, 
licentiousness, sexual immorality, 
immorality, lasciviousness, 
unconstraint, voluptuousness, 
wickedness, lasciviency, sybaritism. 
ANTONYM: (n) restraint. 
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make amends. And Florence communicated these items of information to 
Leonora. 

I don’t in the least blame Leonora for her coarseness to Florence; it must have 
done Florence a world of good. But I do blame her for giving way to what was in 
the end a desire for communicativeness. You see that business cut her off from 
her Church. She did not want to confess what she was doing because she was 
afraid that her spiritual advisers would blame her for deceiving me. I rather 
imagine that she would have preferred damnation to breaking my heart. That is 
what it works out at. She need not have troubled.%

But, having no priests to talk to, she had to talk to someone, and as Florence 
insisted on talking to her, she talked back, in short, explosive sentences, like one 
of the damned. Precisely like one of the damned. Well, if a pretty period in hell 
on this earth can spare her any period of pain in Eternity—where there are not 
any periods—I guess Leonora will escape hell fire. 

Her conversations with Florence would be like this. Florence would happen 
in on her, whilst she was doing her wonderful hair, with a proposition from 
Edward, who seems about that time to have conceived the naïve idea that he 
might become a polygamist. I daresay it was Florence who put it into his head. 
Anyhow, I am not responsible for the oddities of the human psychology. But it 
certainly appears that at about that date Edward cared more for Leonora than he 
had ever done before—or, at any rate, for a long time. And, if Leonora had been a 
person to play cards and if she had played her cards well, and if she had had no 
sense of shame and so on, she might then have shared Edward with Florence 
until the time came for jerking that poor cuckoo out of the nest. Well, Florence 
would come to Leonora with some such proposition. I do not mean to say that 
she put it baldly, like that. She stood out that she was not Edward’s mistress until 
Leonora said that she had seen Edward coming out of her room at an advanced 
hour of the night. That checked Florence a bit; but she fell back upon her “heart” 
and stuck out that she had merely been conversing with Edward in order to 
bring him to a better frame of mind. Florence had, of course, to stick to that story; 
for even Florence would not have had the face to implore Leonora to grant her 
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amends: (n) atonement, compensation, 
recompense, satisfaction, redress, 
damages, reprisal, indemnity, 
requital; (n, v) restitution, restoration.

coarseness: (n) grossness, indelicacy, 
inelegance, indecency, vulgarism, 
commonness, rudeness, inferiority, 
crudeness, crudity, awkwardness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) delicacy, purity, 
refinement, smoothness, 
sophistication, tastefulness, civility, 
grace, propriety, decency. 

cuckoo: (n) nut, fathead, goose, 
jackass, zany, goof, ani, coucal; (v) 
chirrup, cheep, chirp. 

deceiving: (adj) deceptive, deceitful, 
cheating, fallacious, dishonest, lying, 
treacherous, imposing, delusive, 
sanctimonious, mistaken. 
ANTONYM: (adj) correct. 

explosive: (n) bomb, gunpowder, 
burster, cordite, mine, missile; (adj) 
volatile, combustible, unstable, fickle; 
(v) convulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

calm, nonexplosive, relaxed, 
peaceful, placid, reliable. 

implore: (v) beg, beseech, supplicate, 
ask, conjure, crave, pray, importune, 
appeal, plead, solicit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) demand, grant, reject. 

jerking: (adj) arrhythmic, 
arrhythmical, jerky, unsteady; (n) 
movement, jolt, dork, jar. 

polygamist: (n) consort, husband, 
married person, mate, partner, 
polyandrist, polygynist. 
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favours to Edward if she had admitted that she was Edward’s mistress. That 
could not be done. At the same time Florence had such a pressing desire to talk 
about something. There would have been nothing else to talk about but a 
rapprochement between that estranged pair. So Florence would go on babbling 
and Leonora would go on brushing her hair. And then Leonora would say 
suddenly something like: 

“I should think myself defiled if Edward touched me now that he has 
touched you.” 

That would discourage Florence a bit; but after a week or so, on another 
morning she would have another try.%

And even in other things Leonora deteriorated. She had promised Edward to 
leave the spending of his own income in his own hands. And she had fully 
meant to do that. I daresay she would have done it too; though, no doubt, she 
would have spied upon his banking account in secret. She was not a Roman 
Catholic for nothing. But she took so serious a view of Edward’s unfaithfulness 
to the memory of poor little Maisie that she could not trust him any more at all . 

So when she got back to Branshaw she started, after less than a month, to 
worry him about the minutest items of his expenditure. She allowed him to draw 
his own cheques, but there was hardly a cheque that she did not scrutinize—
except for a private account of about five hundred a year which, tacitly, she 
allowed him to keep for expenditure on his mistress or mistresses. He had to 
have his jaunts to Paris; he had to send expensive cables in cipher to Florence 
about twice a week. But she worried him about his expenditure on wines, on 
fruit trees, on harness, on gates, on the account at his blacksmith’s for work done 
to a new patent Army stirrup that he was trying to invent. She could not see 
why he should bother to invent a new Army stirrup, and she was really enraged 
when, after the invention was mature, he made a present to the War Office of the 
designs and the patent rights. It was a remarkably good stirrup. 

I have told you, I think, that Edward spent a great deal of time, and about 
two hundred pounds for law fees on getting a poor girl, the daughter of one of 
his gardeners, acquitted of a charge of murdering her baby. That was positively 
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acquitted: (adj) not guilty, guiltless; (v) 
acquit, absolved. 

babbling: (adj) loquacious, telltale, 
voluble, blatant, blathering, 
blithering, gabbling, garrulous, 
jabbering; (n) stultiloquy, 
stultiloquence. 

brushing: (n) brush, slashing, 
hairdressing, rub, striking, combing; 
(adj) ripping. ANTONYM: (n) set. 

defiled: (adj) impure, polluted, dirty, 
maculate, debauched, contaminated, 

corrupt, violated, tainted, abusive, 
adulterate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hallowed, purified, sanctified, 
cleansed, untarnished. 

deteriorated: (adj) worn out, worn, 
enervated, adulterate, disrepair, 
crumbly, shabby, debauched, 
decrepit, degraded, base. 

gates: (n) bill Gates. 
harness: (adj, n) strap, tether; (n, v) 

yoke, rein, couple, check; (adj, v) 
hitch; (v) wear, equip, limit, use.  

ANTONYM: (v) undo. 
invent: (v) devise, form, create, 

excogitate, concoct, imagine, 
contrive; (n, v) forge, fabricate, 
design, coin. 

stirrup: (n) support, brace, clip, shoe, 
sole, splint, sprit, stirrup iron, rod, 
suspension strap, stilts. 

tacitly: (adv) unspokenly, implicitly, 
impliedly, wordlessly, stilly, 
voicelessly, assumedly, 
unexpressedly. 
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the last act of Edward’s life. It came at a time when Nancy Rufford was on her 
way to India; when the most horrible gloom was over the household; when 
Edward himself was in an agony and behaving as prettily as he knew how. Yet 
even then Leonora made him a terrible scene about this expenditure of time and 
trouble. She sort of had the vague idea that what had passed with the girl and 
the rest of it ought to have taught Edward a lesson—the lesson of economy. She 
threatened to take his banking account away from him again. I guess that made 
him cut his throat. He might have stuck it out otherwise—but the thought that he 
had lost Nancy and that, in addition, there was nothing left for him but a dreary, 
dreary succession of days in which he could be of no public service... Well, it 
finished him.%

It was during those years that Leonora tried to get up a love affair of her own 
with a fellow called Bayham—a decent sort of fellow. A really nice man. But the 
affair was no sort of success. I have told you about it already... 
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banking: (n) finance, banking system, 
pusher operation, inclination; (adj) 
financial, sloping. 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, light, 
exciting, clear, cheery, pleasant, 
exotic. 

gloom: (n) desolation, dark, darkness, 
blackness, depression, dimness, dusk, 

dreariness, despair, dejection; (n, v) 
cloud. ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
happiness, cheerfulness, glee, ecstasy, 
joy, optimism, cheer. 

horrible: (adj) awful, fearful, frightful, 
abominable, grisly, formidable, dire, 
ghastly, dreadful, fearsome; (adj, v) 
horrid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, nice, lovable, fair, 
delightful, slight, appealing, minor, 
attractive, great. 

succession: (n) series, run, round,  

chain, string, lineage, row, 
continuation, concatenation, course, 
reversion. 

vague: (adj) obscure, indistinct, 
indeterminate, undefined, 
undetermined, indefinite, uncertain, 
faint, ambiguous; (adj, v) loose, 
equivocal. ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
distinct, exact, particular, precise, 
specific, sure, certain, defined, alert, 
detailed. 
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I I  

 
 
Well, that about brings me up to the date of my receiving, in Waterbury, the 

laconic cable from Edward to the effect that he wanted me to go to Branshaw 
and have a chat. I was pretty busy at the time and I was half minded to send him 
a reply cable to the effect that I would start in a fortnight. But I was having a 
long interview with old Mr Hurlbird’s attorneys and immediately afterwards I 
had to have a long interview with the Misses Hurlbird, so I delayed cabling.%

I had expected to find the Misses Hurlbird excessively old—in the nineties 
or thereabouts. The time had passed so slowly that I had the impression that it 
must have been thirty years since I had been in the United States. It was only 
twelve years. Actually Miss Hurlbird was just sixty-one and Miss Florence 
Hurlbird fifty-nine, and they were both, mentally and physically, as vigorous as 
could be desired. They were, indeed, more vigorous, mentally, than suited my 
purpose, which was to get away from the United States as quickly as I could. The 
Hurlbirds were an exceedingly united family—exceedingly united except on one 
set of points. Each of the three of them had a separate doctor, whom they trusted 
implicitly—and each had a separate attorney. And each of them distrusted the 
other’s doctor and the other’s attorney. And, naturally, the doctors and the 
attorneys warned one all the time—against each other. You cannot imagine how 
complicated it all became for me. Of course I had an attorney of my own—
recommended to me by young Carter, my Philadelphia nephew. 
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attorney: (n) advocate, counsel, 
counselor, agent, legal representative, 
barrister, counsellor, solicitor, factor, 
prosecutor, ambulance chaser. 

attorneys: (n) lawyers, bar. 
distrusted: (adj) suspect. 
excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, 

exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, 
very, profusely, overly, 
exaggeratedly, intemperately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably,  

moderately, insufficiently. 
fortnight: (n) two weeks, period, 

amount of time. 
laconic: (adj) curt, brief, terse, 

compendious, succinct, pithy, 
compact, taciturn, laconical, 
summary, short. ANTONYM: (adj) 
voluble. 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial. 

nephew: (n) aunt, grandnephew, 
brother's son, niece, cousin, uncle, 
kinsman. 

nineties: (n) decennary, decennium. 
vigorous: (adj, n) robust, hardy, 

powerful, brave; (adj) energetic, 
strenuous, mighty, hearty, athletic; 
(adj, v) lively, brisk. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) feeble, weak, dull, inactive, 
impotent, enervated, unwell, 
uncommitted, unfit, weary, slow. 
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I do not mean to say that there was any unpleasantness of a grasping kind. 
The problem was quite another one—a moral dilemma. You see, old Mr Hurlbird 
had left all his property to Florence with the mere request that she would have 
erected to him in the city of Waterbury, Ill., a memorial that should take the form 
of some sort of institution for the relief of sufferers from the heart. Florence’s 
money had all come to me—and with it old Mr Hurlbird’s. He had died just five 
days before Florence.%

Well, I was quite ready to spend a round million dollars on the relief of 
sufferers from the heart. The old gentleman had left about a million and a half; 
Florence had been worth about eight hundred thousand—and as I figured it out, 
I should cut up at about a million myself. Anyhow, there was ample money. But 
I naturally wanted to consult the wishes of his surviving relatives and then the 
trouble really began. You see, it had been discovered that Mr Hurlbird had had 
nothing whatever the matter with his heart. His lungs had been a little affected 
all through his life and he had died of bronchitis. It struck Miss Florence 
Hurlbird that, since her brother had died of lungs and not of heart, his money 
ought to go to lung patients. That, she considered, was what her brother would 
have wished. On the other hand, by a kink, that I could not at the time 
understand, Miss Hurlbird insisted that I ought to keep the money all to myself. 
She said that she did not wish for any monuments to the Hurlbird family. At the 
time I thought that that was because of a New England dislike for necrological 
ostentation. But I can figure out now, when I remember certain insistent and 
continued questions that she put to me, about Edward Ashburnham, that there 
was another idea in her mind. And Leonora has told me that, on Florence’s 
dressing-table, beside her dead body, there had lain a letter to Miss Hurlbird—a 
letter which Leonora posted without telling me. I don’t know how Florence had 
time to write to her aunt; but I can quite understand that she would not like to go 
out of the world without making some comments. So I guess Florence had told 
Miss Hurlbird a good bit about Edward Ashburnham in a few scrawled words—
and that that was why the old lady did not wish the name of Hurlbird 
perpetuated. Perhaps also she thought that I had earned the Hurlbird money. It 
meant a pretty tidy lot of discussing, what with the doctors warning each other 
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earned: (adj) deserved, realized, due. 
grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 

acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, stingy; 
(n) seizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
generous, altruistic. 

insistent: (adj) exigent, pressing, 
emphatic, persistent, crying, 
importunate, instant, clamant, 
imperative, adamant, obstinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) satisfied, 
irresolute, gentle. 

kink: (n, v) twist, knot, curve; (n) 
defect, bend, eccentricity, cramp, 
peculiarity, oddity; (v) crimp, frizz. 
ANTONYM: (v) undo. 

lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, naive, untutored, simple, 
pure, natural, native, inartificial. 

perpetuated: (adj) perpetuate. 
posted: (adj) knowledgeable, learned. 
scrawled: (adj) scribbled, hard to 

decipher, incomprehensible, written, 
unreadable, indecipherable,  

impossible to read. 
sufferers: (n) dead, losses, wounded, 

fatalities. 
unpleasantness: (n) nastiness, 

disagreeableness, horridness, 
unkindness, awfulness, odiousness, 
discomfort, disagreeable, spite, 
offensiveness; (adj, n) ugliness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) 
straightforwardness, kindness, 
deliciousness, delightfulness, 
politeness, attractiveness. 
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about %the bad effects of discussions on the health of the old ladies, and warning 
me covertly against each other, and saying that old Mr Hurlbird might have died 
of heart, after all, in spite of the diagnosis of his doctor. And the solicitors all had 
separate methods of arranging about how the money should be invested and 
entrusted and bound. Personally, I wanted to invest the money so that the 
interest could be used for the relief of sufferers from the heart. If old Mr Hurlbird 
had not died of any defects in that organ he had considered that it was defective. 
Moreover, Florence had certainly died of her heart, as I saw it. And when Miss 
Florence Hurlbird stood out that the money ought to go to chest sufferers I was 
brought to thinking that there ought to be a chest institution too, and I advanced 
the sum that I was ready to provide to a million and a half of dollars. That would 
have given seven hundred and fifty thousand to each class of invalid. I did not 
want money at all badly. All I wanted it for was to be able to give Nancy Rufford 
a good time. I did not know much about housekeeping expenses in England 
where, I presumed, she would wish to live. I knew that her needs at that time 
were limited to good chocolates, and a good horse or two, and simple, pretty 
frocks. Probably she would want more than that later on. But even if I gave a 
million and a half dollars to these institutions I should still have the equivalent of 
about twenty thousand a year English, and I considered that Nancy could have a 
pretty good time on that or less. Anyhow, we had a stiff set of arguments up at 
the Hurlbird mansion which stands on a bluff over the town. It may strike you, 
silent listener, as being funny if you happen to be European. But moral problems 
of that description and the giving of millions to institutions are immensely 
serious matters in my country. Indeed, they are the staple topics for 
consideration amongst the wealthy classes. We haven’t got peerage and social 
climbing to occupy us much, and decent people do not take interest in politics or 
elderly people in sport. So that there were real tears shed by both Miss Hurlbird 
and Miss Florence before I left that city. I left it quite abruptly. Four hours after 
Edward’s telegram came another from Leonora, saying: “Yes, do come. You 
could be so helpful.” I simply told my attorney that there was the million and a 
half; that he could invest it as he liked, and that the purposes must be decided by 
the Misses Hurlbird. I was, anyhow, pretty well worn out by all the discussions. 
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arranging: (n) arrange, arrangements, 
disposition, composing, composition, 
order, position, set, orchestration, 
organization, agreement. 

bluff: (v) beguile, delude, blague; (n) 
bravado, cheat, hill; (adj) rough, 
direct, blunt, candid; (adj, n) peak. 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, honesty; (v) 
reveal, guide; (adj) roundabout, 
suave, subtle, hesitant. 

classes: (n) lessons. 
covertly: (adv) surreptitiously,  

furtively, privately, clandestinely, 
stealthily, privily, underhandedly, 
undercoverly, mysteriously, 
obscurely, quietly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) blatantly, overtly, publicly, 
brazenly. 

housekeeping: (n) housewifery, 
household, domestic science. 

invalid: (adj) false, illogical, 
unreasonable, null, weak, void, 
unhealthy, sick, flawed; (n) infirm; (v) 
disable. ANTONYMS: (adj) valid,  

legitimate, current, healthy, true, 
watertight, correct. 

peerage: (n) aristocracy, baronage, 
nobility, peerdom, gentry, noblesse. 

presumed: (adj) supposed, reputed, 
putative, understood, alleged, 
probable, theoretical. 

staple: (n, v) nail, pin, tack; (n) raw 
material, material, stuff; (adj, n) basic; 
(adj) fundamental, central, main; (v) 
hook. ANTONYMS: (v) undo; (adj) 
minor. 
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And, as I have never heard yet from the Misses Hurlbird, I rather think that Miss 
Hurlbird, either by revelations or by moral force, has persuaded Miss Florence 
that no memorial to their names shall be erected in the city of Waterbury, Conn. 
Miss Hurlbird wept dreadfully when she heard that I was going to stay with the 
Ashburnhams, but she did not make any comments. I was aware, at that date, 
that her niece had been seduced by that fellow Jimmy before I had married her—
but I contrived to produce on her the impression that I thought Florence had 
been a model wife. Why, at that date I still believed that Florence had been 
perfectly virtuous after her marriage to me. I had not figured it out that she could 
have played it so low down as to continue her intrigue with that fellow under 
my roof. Well, I was a fool. But I did not think much about Florence at that date. 
My mind was occupied with what was happening at Branshaw. I had got it into 
my head that the telegrams had something to do with Nancy. It struck me that 
she might have shown signs of forming an attachment for some undesirable 
fellow and that Leonora wanted me to come back and marry her out of harm’s 
way. That was what was pretty firmly in my mind. And it remained in my mind 
for nearly ten days after my arrival at that beautiful old place. Neither Edward 
nor Leonora made any motion to talk to me about anything other than the 
weather and the crops. Yet, although there were several young fellows about, I 
could not see that any one in particular was distinguished by the girl’s 
preference. She certainly appeared illish and nervous, except when she woke up 
to talk gay nonsense to me. Oh, the pretty thing that she was...%

I imagined that what must have happened was that the undesirable young 
man had been forbidden the place and that Nancy was fretting a little. What had 
happened was just Hell. Leonora had spoken to Nancy; Nancy had spoken to 
Edward; Edward had spoken to Leonora—and they had talked and talked. And 
talked. You have to imagine horrible pictures of gloom and half lights, and 
emotions running through silent nights—through whole nights. You have to 
imagine my beautiful Nancy appearing suddenly to Edward, rising up at the foot 
of his bed, with her long hair falling, like a split cone of shadow, in the glimmer 
of a night-light that burned beside him. You have to imagine her, a silent, a no 
doubt agonized figure, like a spectre, suddenly offering herself to him—to save 
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attachment: (n) appendix, addition, 
accessory, adherence, regard, link, 
bond, fitting, devotion, liking, 
connection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, estrangement, repulsion, 
separation, dislike. 

cone: (n) strobile, retinal cone, 
pyramid, roll, conus, strobilus, 
pinnacle, conoid, cone shape, cone 
cell; (adj) conical. 

contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
false, forced, labored, spurious,  

feigned, unreal, strained, built, 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sincere. 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration. 

glimmer: (adj, n, v) flicker, twinkle; (n, 
v) gleam, shimmer, flash, sparkle, 
beam, glow, shine; (v) blink; (n) 
gleaming. 

revelations: (n) gospels, acts, 
apocalypse, Epistles. 

spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, shade, 
phantom, apparition, ghost, spook, 
wraith, revenant, terror, eidolon. 

undesirable: (adj) unwelcome, 
inexpedient, objectionable, 
unsuitable, distasteful, undesired, 
unwanted, wrong, unalluring, 
unattractive; (n) persona non grata. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) desirable, wanted, 
welcome, acceptable, appealing, 
favorable, fortunate, convenient, 
pleasant. 
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his reason! And you have to imagine his frantic refusal—and talk. And talk! My 
God! 

And yet, to me, living in the house, enveloped with the charm of the quiet 
and ordered living, with the silent, skilled servants whose mere laying out of my 
dress clothes was like a caress—to me who was hourly with them they appeared 
like tender, ordered and devoted people, smiling, absenting themselves at the 
proper intervals; driving me to meets—just good people! How the devil—how 
the devil do they do it? 

At dinner one evening Leonora said—she had just opened a telegram: 
“Nancy will be going to India, tomorrow, to be with her father.” 
No one spoke. Nancy looked at her plate; Edward went on eating his 

pheasant. I felt very bad; I imagined that it would be up to me to propose to 
Nancy that evening. It appeared to me to be queer that they had not given me 
any warning of Nancy’s departure—But I thought that that was only English 
manners—some sort of delicacy that I had not got the hang of. You must 
remember that at that moment I trusted in Edward and Leonora and in Nancy 
Rufford, and in the tranquility of ancient haunts of peace, as I had trusted in my 
mother’s love. And that evening Edward spoke to me.%

 
What in the interval had happened had been this: 
Upon her return from Nauheim Leonora had completely broken down—

because she knew she could trust Edward. That seems odd but, if you know 
anything about breakdowns, you will know that by the ingenious torments that 
fate prepares for us, these things come as soon as, a strain having relaxed, there 
is nothing more to be done. It is after a husband’s long illness and death that a 
widow goes to pieces; it is at the end of a long rowing contest that a crew 
collapses and lies forward upon its oars. And that was what happened to 
Leonora. 

From certain tones in Edward’s voice; from the long, steady stare that he had 
given her from his bloodshot eyes on rising from the dinner table in the Nauheim 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, delicate, 
elegance, sensitivity, luxury, treat, 
airiness. ANTONYMS: (n) sturdiness, 
toughness, durability, frankness, 
inelegance, ruggedness, vulgarity, 
tactlessness, insensitivity, inaccuracy, 
clumsiness. 

frantic: (adj) desperate, crazy, excited, 
distraught, frenetic, distracted; (adj, 
v) frenzied, furious, wild, raging; (n) 
maniac. ANTONYMS: (adj) mellow,  

composed. 
hourly: (adv) always, by the hour, 

daily, often, constantly, continually, 
frequently; (adj) horary, continual, 
ephemeral; (n) an hour. 

ingenious: (adj) adroit, artful, clever, 
cunning, deft, expert, creative, 
imaginative, cute, acute, able. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impulsive, naive, 
unoriginal, inept. 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting,  

put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition. 

pheasant: (n) monal, afropavo, 
peafowl, wildfowl, bird of Juno, 
golden pheasant, monaul, phasianid, 
Argus pheasant, Argus. 

pieces: (n) debris, trash. 
stare: (n, v) gaze, look; (v) gape, glare, 

peer, squint, goggle, see, outface; (n) 
regard, contemplation. ANTONYM: 
(v) glance. 
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hotel, she knew that, in the affair of the poor girl, this was a case in which 
Edward’s moral scruples, or his social code, or his idea that it would be playing 
it too low down, rendered Nancy perfectly safe. The girl, she felt sure, was in no 
danger at all from Edward. And in that she was perfectly right. The smash was to 
come from herself.%

She relaxed; she broke; she drifted, at first quickly, then with an increasing 
momentum, down the stream of destiny. You may put it that, having been cut off 
from the restraints of her religion, for the first time in her life, she acted along the 
lines of her instinctive desires. I do not know whether to think that, in that she 
was no longer herself; or that, having let loose the bonds of her standards, her 
conventions and her traditions, she was being, for the first time, her own natural 
self. She was torn between her intense, maternal love for the girl and an intense 
jealousy of the woman who realizes that the man she loves has met what appears 
to be the final passion of his life. She was divided between an intense disgust for 
Edward’s weakness in conceiving this passion, an intense pity for the miseries 
that he was enduring, and a feeling equally intense, but one that she hid from 
herself—a feeling of respect for Edward’s determination to keep himself, in this 
particular affair, unspotted. 

And the human heart is a very mysterious thing. It is impossible to say that 
Leonora, in acting as she then did, was not filled with a sort of hatred of 
Edward’s final virtue. She wanted, I think, to despise him. He was, she realized 
gone from her for good. Then let him suffer, let him agonize; let him, if possible, 
break and go to that Hell that is the abode of broken resolves. She might have 
taken a different line. It would have been so easy to send the girl away to stay 
with some friends; to have taken her away herself upon some pretext or other. 
That would not have cured things but it would have been the decent line,... But, 
at that date, poor Leonora was incapable of taking any line whatever. 

She pitied Edward frightfully at one time—and then she acted along the lines 
of pity; she loathed him at another and then she acted as her loathing dictated. 
She gasped, as a person dying of tuberculosis gasps for air. She craved madly for 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat. 

agonize: (v) rankle, harass, agonise, 
fret, hurt, worry, torture, torment, 
suffer; (n, v) pain; (n) rack. 

conceiving: (n) fantasy, daydream; 
(adj) imaginant, original. 

craved: (adj) coveted. 
enduring: (adj) durable, abiding, 

lasting, permanent, continuing, 
constant, hardy, immortal, eternal,  

stable; (adv) enduringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impatient, 
transient, fleeting, mortal, modern, 
insubstantial, inconstant, fickle, 
erratic, unstable. 

loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, 
reviled, undesirable. 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, color, 
pretence, mask, plea, guise, sham, 
appearance; (n, v) excuse, cloak. 

restraints: (n) manacles, fetters, chains.
scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense,  

sense of right and wrong, morality, 
ethical motive, principle, ethics, 
moral fiber, morals. 

tuberculosis: (n) Tb, consumption, 
phthisis, scrofula, T cell, white 
plague, tee hinge, struma, infectious 
disease, pulmonary tuberculosis, 
lupus vulgaris. 

unspotted: (adj) unblemished, 
unstained, unsoiled, stainless, pure, 
blameless, immaculate, undefaced, 
undeformed, spotless, untarnished. 
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communication with some other human soul. And the human soul that she 
selected was that of the girl.%

Perhaps Nancy was the only person that she could have talked to. With her 
necessity for reticences, with her coldness of manner, Leonora had singularly 
few intimates. She had none at all, with the exception of the Mrs Colonel Whelen, 
who had advised her about the affair with La Dolciquita, and the one or two 
religious, who had guided her through life. The Colonel’s wife was at that time 
in Madeira; the religious she now avoided. Her visitors’ book had seven hundred 
names in it; there was not a soul that she could speak to. She was Mrs 
Ashburnham of Branshaw Teleragh. 

She was the great Mrs Ashburnham of Branshaw and she lay all day upon 
her bed in her marvellous, light, airy bedroom with the chintzes and the 
Chippendale and the portraits of deceased Ashburnhams by Zoffany and 
Zucchero. When there was a meet she would struggle up—supposing it were 
within driving distance—and let Edward drive her and the girl to the cross-roads 
or the country house. She would drive herself back alone; Edward would ride off 
with the girl. Ride Leonora could not, that season—her head was too bad. Each 
pace of her mare was an anguish. 

But she drove with efficiency and precision; she smiled at the Gimmers and 
Ffoulkes and the Hedley Seatons. She threw with exactitude pennies to the boys 
who opened gates for her; she sat upright on the seat of the high dog-cart; she 
waved her hands to Edward and Nancy as they rode off with the hounds, and 
every one could hear her clear, high voice, in the chilly weather, saying: “Have a 
good time!” 

Poor forlorn woman!... 
There was, however, one spark of consolation. It came from the fact that 

Rodney Bayham, of Bayham, followed her always with his eyes. It had been 
three years since she had tried her abortive love-affair with him. Yet still, on the 
winter mornings he would ride up to her shafts and just say: “Good day,” and 
look at her with eyes that were not imploring, but seemed to say: “You see, I am 
still, as the Germans say, A. D.—at disposition.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abortive: (adj) fruitless, useless, futile, 
unsuccessful, vain, ineffective, 
disastrous, idle, rudimental, 
embryonic, premature. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) successful, complete, 
productive, fruitful, efficient, 
effectual, consummated, effective. 

coldness: (n) chilliness, coolness, 
indifference, distance, apathy, iciness, 
reserve, frost, frigidity, unconcern; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, sympathy, sensitivity,  

hotness, heat, responsiveness, 
concern, brightness, kindness. 

cross-roads: (n) intersection, crossing, 
crossroad. 

exactitude: (n) precision, exactness, 
correctness, punctuality, fidelity, 
trueness, truth, veracity, rigor, 
thoroughness, promptitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
inaccuracy, inexactness. 

forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, 
despairing, unhappy, miserable,  

deserted, disconsolate, downcast, 
cheerless, wretched, abject. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, 
fine. 

imploring: (adj) appealing, begging, 
suppliant, pleading, entreating, 
piteous, importunate, entreating 
urgently; (v) supplicate, plead; (n) 
prayer. 

pennies: (n) change. 
waved: (adj) undulating, wavy, curly, 

not dated, undated. 
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It was a great consolation, not because she proposed ever to take him up 
again, but because it showed her that there was in the world one faithful soul in 
riding-breeches. And it showed her that she was not losing her looks.%

And, indeed, she was not losing her looks. She was forty, but she was as 
clean run as on the day she had left the convent—as clear in outline, as clear 
coloured in the hair, as dark blue in the eyes. She thought that her looking-glass 
told her this; but there are always the doubts... Rodney Bayham’s eyes took them 
away. 

It is very singular that Leonora should not have aged at all. I suppose that 
there are some types of beauty and even of youth made for the embellishments 
that come with enduring sorrow. That is too elaborately put. I mean that 
Leonora, if everything had prospered, might have become too hard and, maybe, 
overbearing. As it was she was tuned down to appearing efficient—and yet 
sympathetic. That is the rarest of all blends. And yet I swear that Leonora, in her 
restrained way, gave the impression of being intensely sympathetic. When she 
listened to you she appeared also to be listening to some sound that was going 
on in the distance. But still, she listened to you and took in what you said, which, 
since the record of humanity is a record of sorrows, was, as a rule, something 
sad. 

I think that she must have taken Nancy through many terrors of the night 
and many bad places of the day. And that would account for the girl’s passionate 
love for the elder woman. For Nancy’s love for Leonora was an admiration that 
is awakened in Catholics by their feeling for the Virgin Mary and for various of 
the saints. It is too little to say that the girl would have laid her life at Leonora’s 
feet. Well, she laid there the offer of her virtue—and her reason. Those were 
sufficient instalments of her life. It would today be much better for Nancy 
Rufford if she were dead. 

Perhaps all these reflections are a nuisance; but they crowd on me. I will try 
to tell the story. 

You see—when she came back from Nauheim Leonora began to have her 
headaches—headaches lasting through whole days, during which she could 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

consolation: (n) comfort, relief, balm, 
succor, ease, cheer, solacement, 
encouragement, sympathy, 
alleviation, express sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) grief, sorrow, 
distress, discouragement, 
aggravation. 

elaborately: (adv) detailedly, fancily, 
laboredly, complicatedly, minutely, 
extensively, flamboyantly, knottily, 
ornamentally, involvedly, ornately. 
ANTONYM: (adv) simply. 

embellishments: (n) trimmings, 
arrangements, added extras, fixing, 
trappings. 

restrained: (adj) reserved, quiet, 
modest, temperate, discreet, limited, 
reasonable, subdued, unemotional, 
reticent, guarded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrestrained, open, flashy, immoral, 
ostentatious, wild, loud, theatrical, 
outgoing, extravagant, emotional. 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache,  

repentance, remorse; (adj, n) sadness, 
misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice. 

swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, 
affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment. 
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speak no word and could bear to hear no sound. And, day after day, Nancy 
would sit with her, silent and motionless for hours, steeping handkerchiefs in 
vinegar and water, and thinking her own thoughts. It must have been very bad 
for her—and her meals alone with Edward must have been bad for her too—and 
beastly bad for Edward. Edward, of course, wavered in his demeanour, What 
else could he do? At times he would sit silent and dejected over his untouched 
food. He would utter nothing but monosyllables when Nancy spoke to him. 
Then he was simply afraid of the girl falling in love with him. At other times he 
would take a little wine; pull himself together; attempt to chaff Nancy about a 
stake and binder hedge that her mare had checked at, or talk about the habits of 
the Chitralis. That was when he was thinking that it was rough on the poor girl 
that he should have become a dull companion. He realized that his talking to her 
in the park at Nauheim had done her no harm.%

But all that was doing a great deal of harm to Nancy. It gradually opened her 
eyes to the fact that Edward was a man with his ups and downs and not an 
invariably gay uncle like a nice dog, a trustworthy horse or a girl friend. She 
would find him in attitudes of frightful dejection, sunk into his armchair in the 
study that was half a gun-room. She would notice through the open door that his 
face was the face of an old, dead man, when he had no one to talk to. Gradually it 
forced itself upon her attention that there were profound differences between the 
pair that she regarded a her uncle and her aunt. It was a conviction that came 
very slowly. 

It began with Edward’s giving an oldish horse to a young fellow called 
Selmes. Selmes’ father had been ruined by fraudulent solicitor and the Selmes 
family had had to sell their hunters. It was a case that had excited a good deal of 
sympathy in that part of the county. And Edward, meeting the young man one 
day, unmounted, and seeing him to be very unhappy, had offered to give him an 
old Irish cob upon which he was riding. It was a silly sort of thing to do really. 
The horse was worth from thirty to forty pounds and Edward might have known 
that the gift would upset his wife. But Edward just had to comfort that unhappy 
young man whose father he had known all his life. And what made it all the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

binder: (n) bind, ligature, vehicle, 
bookbinder, cement, bond, harvester, 
protection, obligation, agglutinant, 
folder. 

chaff: (v) tease, jest, rally, mock, kid, 
jolly, joke; (n) bran, raillery, husk; (n, 
v) ridicule. 

dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, 
downhearted, gloomy, down, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, 
miserable, melancholy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) elated, happy, euphoric, joyous, 

encouraged, positive, enthusiastic, 
hopeful. 

dejection: (n) discouragement, 
depression, sadness, despair, sorrow, 
woe, grief, melancholy, blues, 
desolation, despondency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
ecstasy, encouragement, hopefulness, 
joy, cheer. 

demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, 
deportment, manner, citizenship,  

correctitude, carriage, attitude. 
fraudulent: (adj) false, dishonest, 

fallacious, crooked, deceptive, 
corrupt, dishonorable, crafty, 
underhand; (adj, v) bogus, 
counterfeit. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honest, fair, genuine. 

mare: (n) Maria, Money makes the 
mare go, broodmare, doe, hen, bitch, 
horse, region, part, jennet, roe. 

meals: (n) nourishment, fare, food, 
meal, the food we eat, provisions. 
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worse was that young Selmes could not afford to keep the horse even. Edward 
recollected this, immediately after he had made the offer, and said quickly: 

“Of course I mean that you should stable the horse at Branshaw until you 
have time to turn round or want to sell him and get a better.” 

Nancy went straight home and told all this to Leonora who was lying down. 
She regarded it as a splendid instance of Edward’s quick consideration for the 
feelings and the circumstances of the distressed. She thought it would cheer 
Leonora up—because it ought to cheer any woman up to know that she had such 
a splendid husband. That was the last girlish thought she ever had. For Leonora, 
whose headache had left her collected but miserably weak, turned upon her bed 
and uttered words that were amazing to the girl: 

“I wish to God,” she said, “that he was your husband, and not mine. We shall 
be ruined. We shall be ruined. Am I never to have a chance?” And suddenly 
Leonora burst into a passion of tears. She pushed herself up from the pillows 
with one elbow and sat there—crying, crying, crying, with her face hidden in her 
hands and the tears falling through her fingers.%

The girl flushed, stammered and whimpered as if she had been personally 
insulted. 

“But if Uncle Edward...” she began. 
“That man,” said Leonora, with an extraordinary bitterness, “would give the 

shirt off his back and off mine—and off yours to any...” She could not finish the 
sentence. 

At that moment she had been feeling an extraordinary hatred and contempt 
for her husband. All the morning and all the afternoon she had been lying there 
thinking that Edward and the girl were together—in the field and hacking it 
home at dusk. She had been digging her sharp nails into her palms. 

The house had been very silent in the drooping winter weather. And then, 
after an eternity of torture, there had invaded it the sound of opening doors, of 
the girl’s gay voice saying: 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, 
anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, 
hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, 
troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, content, euphoric, happy, 
comforted, glad, joyful, collected, 
unconcerned, unaffected. 

drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, 
languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm. 

eternity: (n) aeon, afterlife, forever,  

perpetuity, timelessness, endlessness, 
everlasting, endless time, 
everlastingness, everness, existence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) finiteness, 
impermanence. 

girlish: (adj) boyish, childish, kittenish, 
juvenile, adolescent, innocent, 
schoolgirlish, babyish, immature, 
youthful, female. 

hacking: (n) cut, drudge. 
insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 

injured, huffy. 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
grievously, woefully; (adj) miserable. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) happily, 
hopefully, brightly, affluently, 
enthusiastically, fortunately, 
profusely, contentedly. 

shirt: (n) Jersey, chemise, blouse, hair 
shirt, dress shirt, evening shirt, polo 
shirt. 
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“Well, it was only under the mistletoe.”... And there was Edward’s gruff 
undertone. Then Nancy had come in, with feet that had hastened up the stairs 
and that tiptoed as they approached the open door of Leonora’s room. Branshaw 
had a great big hall with oak floors and tiger skins. Round this hall there ran a 
gallery upon which Leonora’s doorway gave. And even when she had the worst 
of her headaches she liked to have her door open—I suppose so that she might 
hear the approaching footsteps of ruin and disaster. At any rate she hated to be 
in a room with a shut door.%

At that moment Leonora hated Edward with a hatred that was like hell, and 
she would have liked to bring her riding-whip down across the girl’s face. What 
right had Nancy to be young and slender and dark, and gay at times, at times 
mournful? What right had she to be exactly the woman to make Leonora’s 
husband happy? For Leonora knew that Nancy would have made Edward 
happy. 

Yes, Leonora wished to bring her riding-whip down on Nancy’s young face. 
She imagined the pleasure she would feel when the lash fell across those queer 
features; the plea sure she would feel at drawing the handle at the same moment 
toward her, so as to cut deep into the flesh and to leave a lasting wheal. 

Well, she left a lasting wheal, and her words cut deeply into the girl’s mind... 
They neither of them spoke about that again. A fortnight went by—a 

fortnight of deep rains, of heavy fields, of bad scent. Leonora’s headaches 
seemed to have gone for good. She hunted once or twice, letting herself be 
piloted by Bayham, whilst Edward looked after the girl. Then, one evening, 
when those three were dining alone, Edward said, in the queer, deliberate, heavy 
tones that came out of him in those days (he was looking at the table): 

“I have been thinking that Nancy ought to do more for her father. He is 
getting an old man. I have written to Colonel Rufford, suggesting that she should 
go to him.” 

Leonora called out: 
“How dare you? How dare you?” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dining: (n) feeding, eating; (v) eat. 
floors: (adj) floored. 
gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 

brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) coarse, 
rough, hoarse, harsh. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) courteous, friendly, high, 
velvety, smooth, mellow, gentle, 
civil, polite. 

hastened: (adj) careless. 
hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 

required, sought, sought after; (n) 
victim. 

lash: (n, v) beat, chastise, scourge, 
goad; (v) flog, bind, batter; (adj, v) 
strap, tie, lace; (n) hit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unlash, untie. 

lasting: (adj) abiding, everlasting, firm, 
eternal, enduring, continuous, 
permanent, constant, perpetual, 
tough; (adj, v) fast. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fleeting, impermanent, superficial, 
ephemeral, caducous, unstable, 
occasional, insubstantial, erratic, 
acute, fickle. 

rains: (n) wet. 
skins: (n) cash, folding money. 
tiger: (adj) fury, dragon, demon; (n) 

hostler, cat, jockey, ostler, big cat, 
endangered, Alecto, monster. 

undertone: (n) undercurrent, murmur, 
tinge, nuance, whisper, suggestion, 
implication, connotation, overtone, 
association, hint. 

wheal: (n) weal, wale, harm, trauma, 
strake, hurt, blister, injury. 
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The girl put her hand over her heart and cried out: “Oh, my sweet Saviour, 
help mel” That was the queer way she thought within her mind, and the words 
forced themselves to her lips. Edward said nothing.%

 
And that night, by a merciless trick of the devil that pays attention to this 

sweltering hell of ours, Nancy Rufford had a letter from her mother. It came 
whilst Leonora was talking to Edward, or Leonora would have intercepted it as 
she had intercepted others. It was an amazing and a horrible letter... 

I don’t know what it contained. I just average out from its effects on Nancy 
that her mother, having eloped with some worthless sort of fellow, had done 
what is called “sinking lower and lower”. Whether she was actually on the 
streets I do not know, but I rather think that she eked out a small allowance that 
she had from her husband by that means of livelihood. And I think that she 
stated as much in her letter to Nancy and upbraided the girl with living in luxury 
whilst her mother starved. And it must have been horrible in tone, for Mrs 
Rufford was a cruel sort of woman at the best of times. It must have seemed to 
that poor girl, opening her letter, for distraction from another grief, up in her 
bedroom, like the laughter of a devil. 

I just cannot bear to think of my poor dear girl at that moment... 
And, at the same time, Leonora was lashing, like a cold fiend, into the 

unfortunate Edward. Or, perhaps, he was not so unfortunate; because he had 
done what he knew to be the right thing, he may be deemed happy. I leave it to 
you. At any rate, he was sitting in his deep chair, and Leonora came into his 
room—for the first time in nine years. She said: 

“This is the most atrocious thing you have done in your atrocious life.” He 
never moved and he never looked at her. God knows what was in Leonora’s 
mind exactly. 

I like to think that, uppermost in it was concern and horror at the thought of 
the poor girl’s going back to a father whose voice made her shriek in the night. 
And, indeed, that motive was very strong with Leonora. But I think there was 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, 
brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, 
enthusiast, daemon, addict. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel. 

lashing: (n) beating, drubbing, 
flagellation, trouncing, whipping, 
fastening, tanning, lacing, castigation, 
chastisement, thrashing. 

livelihood: (n) subsistence, existence, 
job, maintenance, support, living, 
sustenance, bread, keep, bread and 
butter, career. 

motive: (n, v) cause; (n) account, 
incentive, impulse, inducement, 
motif, motivation, incitement, reason, 
subject; (v) aim. ANTONYM: (n) 
disincentive. 

shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, 
howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, 
caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) 
sigh. 

starved: (adj) famished, starving, 
ravenous, meager, emaciated, 
malnourished, thin, esurient,  

hungerly, lean, starveling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) healthy. 

sweltering: (adj) hot, close, sticky, 
stifling, muggy, sultry, scorching, 
humid, broiling, baking, oppressive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, cool, cold. 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower. 
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also present the thought that she wanted to go on torturing Edward with the 
girl’s presence. She was, at that time, capable of that.%

Edward was sunk in his chair; there were in the room two candles, hidden by 
green glass shades. The green shades were reflected in the glasses of the book-
cases that contained not books but guns with gleaming brown barrels and 
fishing-rods in green baize over-covers. There was dimly to be seen, above a 
mantelpiece encumbered with spurs, hooves and bronze models of horses, a 
dark-brown picture of a white horse. 

“If you think,” Leonora said, “that I do not know that you are in love with the 
girl...” She began spiritedly, but she could not find any ending for the sentence. 
Edward did not stir; he never spoke. And then Leonora said: 

“If you want me to divorce you, I will. You can marry her then. She’s in love 
with you.” 

He groaned at that, a little, Leonora said. Then she went away. 
Heaven knows what happened in Leonora after that. She certainly does not 

herself know. She probably said a good deal more to Edward than I have been 
able to report; but that is all that she has told me and I am not going to make up 
speeches. To follow her psychological development of that moment I think we 
must allow that she upbraided him for a great deal of their past life, whilst 
Edward sat absolutely silent. And, indeed, in speaking of it afterwards, she has 
said several times: “I said a great deal more to him than I wanted to, just because 
he was so silent.” She talked, in fact, in the endeavour to sting him into speech. 

She must have said so much that, with the expression of her grievance, her 
mood changed. She went back to her own room in the gallery, and sat there for a 
long time thinking. And she thought herself into a mood of absolute 
unselfishness, of absolute self-contempt, too. She said to herself that she was no 
good; that she had failed in all her efforts—in her efforts to get Edward back as in 
her efforts to make him curb his expenditure. She imagined herself to be 
exhausted; she imagined herself to be done. Then a great fear came over her. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

baize: (n) fabric, cloth, textile, bay. 
encumbered: (adj) burdened, 

burdensome, weighed down, heavy, 
deep, clayey, cloggy. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unencumbered. 

gleaming: (adj) brilliant, shiny, 
radiant, glossy, lustrous, glowing, 
beaming, resplendent; (n) gleam, 
glimmer; (adj, adv) agleam. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, rough.

mantelpiece: (n) chimneypiece, 
mantlepiece, shelf, chimneybreast,  

blanket, cape, sill, clavy, curtain, 
drape, drapery. 

shades: (n) shade, sunglasses, dark 
glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
awning, roller blind, eyeglasses. 

spiritedly: (adv) sprightly, lively, 
vigorously, friskily, gaily, resolutely, 
gamely, energetically, ardently, 
mettlesomely, quickly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) feebly. 

sting: (n, v) bite, hurt, con, pain; (v) 
prick, itch, irritate, prickle, goad,  

provoke, smart. ANTONYMS: (v) 
calm; (n) honesty. 

torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 
crucifixion, torment, agony, anguish, 
dismemberment; (adj) harrowing, 
agonizing, torturesome, agonising. 

unselfishness: (n) generosity, 
selflessness, generousness, kindness, 
pity, martyrdom, magnanimity, 
courtesy, consideration, care, acting 
generously. ANTONYM: (n) 
thoughtlessness. 
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She thought that Edward, after what she had said to him, must have 
committed suicide. She went out on to the gallery and listened; there was no 
sound in all the house except the regular beat of the great clock in the hall. But, 
even in her debased condition, she was not the person to hang about. She acted. 
She went straight to Edward’s room, opened the door, and looked in.%

He was oiling the breech action of a gun. It was an unusual thing for him to 
do, at that time of night, in his evening clothes. It never occurred to her, 
nevertheless, that he was going to shoot himself with that implement. She knew 
that he was doing it just for occupation—to keep himself from thinking. He 
looked up when she opened the door, his face illuminated by the light cast 
upwards from the round orifices in the green candle shades. 

She said: 
“I didn’t imagine that I should find Nancy here.” She thought that she owed 

that to him. He answered then: 
“I don’t imagine that you did imagine it.” Those were the only words he 

spoke that night. She went, like a lame duck, back through the long corridors; 
she stumbled over the familiar tiger skins in the dark hall. She could hardly drag 
one limb after the other. In the gallery she perceived that Nancy’s door was half 
open and that there was a light in the girl’s room. A sudden madness possessed 
her, a desire for action, a thirst for self-explanation. 

Their rooms all gave on to the gallery; Leonora’s to the east, the girl’s next, 
then Edward’s. The sight of those three open doors, side by side, gaping to 
receive whom the chances of the black night might bring, made Leonora shudder 
all over her body. She went into Nancy’s room. 

The girl was sitting perfectly still in an armchair, very upright, as she had 
been taught to sit at the convent. She appeared to be as calm as a church; her hair 
fell, black and like a pall, down over both her shoulders. The fire beside her was 
burning brightly; she must have just put coals on. She was in a white silk kimono 
that covered her to the feet. The clothes that she had taken off were exactly 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

armchair: (n) fauteuil, easy-chair, seat, 
easy chair, chair, lounger, recliner, 
elbowchair. 

breech: (n) behind, bottom, croup, tail, 
buttock, backside scut, backside, loin, 
dorsum, buttocks, breeches. 

coals: (n) ashes, fire, residue, embers. 
debased: (adj) degraded, low, 

adulterated, base, degenerate, 
depraved, debauched, decadent, 
perverted, corrupted, impure. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moral. 

gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, 
wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide 
open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cramped, narrow. 

illuminated: (adj) lit, lighted, 
luminous, enlightened, clear, light, 
shining, irradiated, lighter, Lighty, 
irradiate. 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, halting, 
feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; (adj, n) 
game; (adj, v) paralyze, maim,  

becripple. 
limb: (n) arm, branch, member, bough, 

extremity, offshoot, part, leg, wing, 
appendage, edge. 

oiling: (n) lubrication, application. 
pall: (v) cloy, tire, jade, fatigue; (n) 

curtain, coffin, shroud, cloak, 
cerement, mantle; (adj, v) disgust. 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike. 
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folded upon the proper seats. Her long hands were one upon each arm of the 
chair that had a pink and white chintz back.%

Leonora told me these things. She seemed to think it extraordinary that the 
girl could have done such orderly things as fold up the clothes she had taken off 
upon such a night—when Edward had announced that he was going to send her 
to her father, and when, from her mother, she had received that letter. The letter, 
in its envelope, was in her right hand. 

Leonora did not at first perceive it. She said: 
“What are you doing so late?” 
The girl answered: “Just thinking.” 
They seemed to think in whispers and to speak below their breaths. Then 

Leonora’s eyes fell on the envelope, and she recognized Mrs Rufford’s 
handwriting. 

It was one of those moments when thinking was impossible, Leonora said. It 
was as if stones were being thrown at her from every direction and she could 
only run. She heard herself exclaim: “Edward’s dying—because of you. He’s 
dying. He’s worth more than either of us...” 

The girl looked past her at the panels of the half-closed door. 
“My poor father,” she said, “my poor father.” “You must stay here,” Leonora 

answered fiercely. “You must stay here. I tell you you must stay here.” 
“I am going to Glasgow,” Nancy answered. “I shall go to Glasgow tomorrow 

morning. My mother is in Glasgow.” 
It appears that it was in Glasgow that Mrs Rufford pursued her disorderly 

life. She had selected that city, not because it was more profitable but because it 
was the natal home of her husband to whom she desired to cause as much pain 
as possible. 

“You must stay here,” Leonora began, “to save Edward. He’s dying for love 
of you.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chintz: (n) fabric. 
disorderly: (adj) wild, disordered, 

chaotic, boisterous, jumbled, 
disorganized, unruly, rowdy, untidy, 
irregular; (adj, v) lawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, neat, 
arranged, peaceful, organized, 
systematized, conforming, ordered, 
restrained, behaved, coherent. 

fiercely: (adv) violently, bitterly, 
strongly, savagely, brutally, 
intensely, wildly, cruelly,  

vehemently, grimly, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, dully, 
tame, docilely, tamely, calmly, feebly.

fold: (n, v) crease, pucker, wrinkle, lap, 
double, roll, bend; (v) crumple, 
collapse, wrap; (n) flock. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flatness, expose, 
open, create, thrive, smooth; (n) 
unfolding. 

handwriting: (n) calligraphy, writing, 
fist, script, penmanship, longhand, 
chirography, cursive, cacography,  

book, ability. 
natal: (adj) native, natural, inherent, 

born, inborn, cognate, congential, 
nascent; (n) territory, city, metropolis. 

orderly: (adj) neat, tidy, exact, regular, 
ordered, systematic, logical, coherent, 
businesslike; (adv) systematically; (n) 
attendant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmanageable, rowdy, wild, 
disorganized, untidy, disorderly, 
confused, lawless, messy, defiant, 
haphazard. 
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The girl turned her calm eyes upon Leonora. “I know it,” she said. “And I am 
dying for love of him.” 

Leonora uttered an “Ah,” that, in spite of herself, was an “Ah” of horror and 
of grief.%

“That is why,” the girl continued, “I am going to Glasgow—to take my 
mother away from there.” She added, “To the ends of the earth,” for, if the last 
months had made her nature that of a woman, her phrases were still 
romantically those of a schoolgirl. It was as if she had grown up so quickly that 
there had not been time to put her hair up. But she added: “We’re no good—my 
mother and I.” 

Leonora said, with her fierce calmness: 
“No. No. You’re not no good. It’s I that am no good. You can’t let that man go 

on to ruin for want of you. You must belong to him.” 
The girl, she said, smiled at her with a queer, far-away smile—as if she were a 

thousand years old, as if Leonora were a tiny child. 
“I knew you would come to that,’ she said, very slowly. “But we are not 

worth it—Edward and I.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

belong: (v) appertain, pertain, lie, go, 
belong to, attach, dwell, consist, 
come, rank, stand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
separate, disagree, disassociate, 
leave, quit, differ. 

calm: (adj, n, v) assuage, appease, lull; 
(adj, v) cool, pacify, peaceful, easy, 
steady; (adj, adv, n, v) still; (n, v) allay; 
(v) mollify. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
agitated, wild, stormy, nervous, 
angry, scared, terrified, tense; (v) 
agitate, provoke; (adj, v) upset. 

dying: (n) death, demise, decease, 
mortality; (adj) vanishing, moribund, 
last, final, ultimate, failing, ebbing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thriving, well, 
opening, aborning, developing, 
flourishing, growing, reviving, 
rejuvenating; (n) birth. 

fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, intense, 
ardent; (adj, v) savage, furious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, mild, 
calm, quiet, tame, docile, weak,  

peaceful, pleasant. 
romantically: (adv) sentimentally, 

tenderly, visionarily, impractically, 
fancifully, amorously, extravagantly, 
lovingly, indulgently, affectionately, 
admiringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unromantically, disapprovingly. 

schoolgirl: (n) girl, pupil, scholar, 
teenager, student, young woman, 
female child, lass, little girl, minor, 
miss. 
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I I I  

 
 
Nancy %had, in fact, been thinking ever since Leonora had made that 

comment over the giving of the horse to young Selmes. She had been thinking 
and thinking, because she had had to sit for many days silent beside her aunt’s 
bed. (She had always thought of Leonora as her aunt.) And she had had to sit 
thinking during many silent meals with Edward. And then, at times, with his 
bloodshot eyes and creased, heavy mouth, he would smile at her. And gradually 
the knowledge had come to her that Edward did not love Leonora and that 
Leonora hated Edward. Several things contributed to form and to harden this 
conviction. She was allowed to read the papers in those days—or, rather, since 
Leonora was always on her bed and Edward breakfasted alone and went out 
early, over the estate, she was left alone with the papers. One day, in the papers, 
she saw the portrait of a woman she knew very well. Beneath it she read the 
words: “The Hon. Mrs Brand, plaintiff in the remarkable divorce case reported 
on p. 8.” Nancy hardly knew what a divorce case was. She had been so 
remarkably well brought up, and Roman Catholics do not practise divorce. I 
don’t know how Leonora had done it exactly. I suppose she had always 
impressed it on Nancy’s mind that nice women did not read these things, and 
that would have been enough to make Nancy skip those pages. 

She read, at any rate, the account of the Brand divorce case—principally 
because she wanted to tell Leonora about it. She imagined that Leonora, when 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid.
creased: (adj) wrinkled, wrinkly, 

rumpled, lined, furrowed, 
corrugated, wizened, bent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) straight. 

eyes: (n) sight, eye, vision, view, baby 
blues, guard, propensity, eyen. 

harden: (adj, v) habituate, inure; (n, v) 
strengthen; (v) season, consolidate, 
freeze, congeal, coagulate, calcify, 
petrify; (n) brace. ANTONYMS: (v) 
soften, liquefy, dissolve, weaken,  

melt. 
hated: (adj) despised, disliked, not 

liked, reviled, scorned, unloved, 
unpopular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
precious. 

impressed: (adj) touched, bewildered, 
amazed, susceptible, stupefied, 
stunned, confused, bemused; (v) 
imprinted, stamped, carved. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed. 

portrait: (n) effigy, image, likeness, 
icon, delineation, depiction, figure,  

portraiture, picture, photograph, 
painting. 

practise: (v) execute, practice, perform, 
exercise, drill, do, rehearse, learn, 
take, work out, read. 

remarkably: (adj, adv) outstandingly, 
markedly, conspicuously, 
particularly, prominently; (adv) 
signally, uncommonly, surprisingly, 
extremely, wonderfully, curiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) normally, 
slightly, poorly, unexceptionally. 
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her %headache left her, would like to know what was happening to Mrs Brand, 
who lived at Christchurch, and whom they both liked very well. The case 
occupied three days, and the report that Nancy first came upon was that of the 
third day. Edward, however, kept the papers of the week, after his methodical 
fashion, in a rack in his gun-room, and when she had finished her breakfast 
Nancy went to that quiet apartment and had what she would have called a good 
read. It seemed to her to be a queer affair. She could not understand why one 
counsel should be so anxious to know all about the movements of Mr Brand 
upon a certain day; she could not understand why a chart of the bedroom 
accommodation at Christchurch Old Hall should be produced in court. She did 
not even see why they should want to know that, upon a certain occasion, the 
drawing-room door was locked. It made her laugh; it appeared to be all so 
senseless that grown people should occupy themselves with such matters. It 
struck her, nevertheless, as odd that one of the counsel should cross-question Mr 
Brand so insistently and so impertinently as to his feelings for Miss Lupton. 
Nancy knew Miss Lupton of Ringwood very well—a jolly girl, who rode a horse 
with two white fetlocks. Mr Brand persisted that he did not love Miss Lupton... 
Well, of course he did not love Miss Lupton; he was a married man. You might 
as well think of Uncle Edward loving... loving anybody but Leonora. When 
people were married there was an end of loving. There were, no doubt, people 
who misbehaved—but they were poor people—or people not like those she 
knew. So these matters presented themselves to Nancy’s mind. But later on in the 
case she found that Mr Brand had to confess to a “guilty intimacy” with some 
one or other. Nancy imagined that he must have been telling some one his wife’s 
secrets; she could not understand why that was a serious offence. Of course it 
was not very gentlemanly—it lessened her opinion of Mrs Brand. But since she 
found that Mrs Brand had condoned that offence, she imagined that they could 
not have been very serious secrets that Mr Brand had told. And then, suddenly, 
it was forced on her conviction that Mr Brand—the mild Mr Brand that she had 
seen a month or two before their departure to Nauheim, playing “Blind Man’s 
Buff” with his children and kissing his wife when he caught her—Mr Brand and 
Mrs Brand had been on the worst possible terms. That was incredible. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cross-question: (v) cross-examine. 
impertinently: (adv) insolently, 

saucily, impolitely, cheekily, freshly, 
rudely, pertly, disrespectfully, 
offensively, discourteously, brazenly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) politely. 

insistently: (adv) stubbornly, 
obstinately, forcefully, unrelentingly, 
doggedly, importunately, resolutely, 
pressingly, assertively, urgently, 
uncompromisingly. 

kissing: (n) hugging, cuddling,  

fondling, arousal, foreplay, necking; 
(adj) embracing, adhering closely, 
billing, clinging, interosculant. 

liked: (adj) popular, loved, favorite, 
preferred. ANTONYM: (adj) disliked.

methodical: (adj) methodic, formal, 
systematic, regular, organized, 
businesslike, neat, precise, exact, 
correct, meticulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careless, illogical, chaotic, 
aimless, thoughtless, haphazard, 
unprofessional, disorderly,  

unscientific, inconsistent. 
rack: (n, v) torment, wrack, Scud; (n) 

manger, grid, cage, bracket, stand; (v) 
excruciate, afflict, agonize. 

secrets: (n) secrecy. 
senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 

preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 
fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
provoked, prudent, useful, 
worthwhile. 
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Yet there it was—in black and white. Mr Brand drank; Mr Brand had struck 
Mrs Brand to the ground when he was drunk. Mr Brand was adjudged, in two or 
three abrupt words, at the end of columns and columns of paper, to have been 
guilty of cruelty to his wife and to have committed adultery with Miss Lupton. 
The last words conveyed nothing to Nancy—nothing real, that is to say. She 
knew that one was commanded not to commit adultery—but why, she thought, 
should one? It was probably something like catching salmon out of season—a 
thing one did not do. She gathered it had something to do with kissing, or 
holding some one in your arms...%

And yet the whole effect of that reading upon Nancy was mysterious, 
terrifying and evil. She felt a sickness—a sickness that grew as she read. Her 
heart beat painfully; she began to cry. She asked God how He could permit such 
things to be. And she was more certain that Edward did not love Leonora and 
that Leonora hated Edward. Perhaps, then, Edward loved some one else. It was 
unthinkable. 

If he could love some one else than Leonora, her fierce unknown heart 
suddenly spoke in her side, why could it not be herself? And he did not love 
her... This had occurred about a month before she got the letter from her mother. 
She let the matter rest until the sick feeling went off; it did that in a day or two. 
Then, finding that Leonora’s headaches had gone, she suddenly told Leonora 
that Mrs Brand had divorced her husband. She asked what, exactly, it all meant. 

Leonora was lying on the sofa in the hall; she was feeling so weak that she 
could hardly find the words. She answered just: 

“It means that Mr Brand will be able to marry again.” 
Nancy said: 
“But... but...” and then: “He will be able to marry Miss Lupton.” Leonora just 

moved a hand in assent. Her eyes were shut. 
“Then...” Nancy began. Her blue eyes were full of horror: her brows were 

tight above them; the lines of pain about her mouth were very distinct. In her 
eyes the whole of that familiar, great hall had a changed aspect. The andirons 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abrupt: (adj) sudden, brusque, sharp, 
precipitous, steep, instantaneous, 
unexpected, swift, instant, hasty; (n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
gradual, rambling, gracious, 
courteous, polite, anticipated, kind, 
calm, protracted, deliberate. 

assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, 
approval, agreement, compliance, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree,  

disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) 
disagreement, refusal, resistance. 

brows: (n) brow. 
commanded: (adj) lawful. 
divorced: (adj) unmarried, single, 

separate; (adv) apart. ANTONYM: 
(adj) together. 

painfully: (adv) sorely, grievously, 
distressingly, severely, tenderly, 
badly, agonizingly, laboriously, 
sadly, bitterly, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) easily, tolerably. 

sofa: (n) couch, lounge, divan, bench, 
davenport, seat, squab, chair, form, 
convertible, daybed. 

unthinkable: (adj) inconceivable, 
incredible, unimaginable, 
implausible, impossible, taboo, 
beyond belief, unlikely, improbable, 
astonishing, uncommon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thinkable, 
conceivable, believable, acceptable, 
credible. 
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with the brass flowers at the ends appeared unreal; the burning logs were just 
logs that were burning and not the comfortable symbols of an indestructible 
mode of life. The flame fluttered before the high fireback; the St Bernard sighed 
in his sleep. Outside the winter rain fell and fell. And suddenly she thought that 
Edward might marry some one else; and she nearly screamed.%

Leonora opened her eyes, lying sideways, with her face upon the black and 
gold pillow of the sofa that was drawn half across the great fireplace. 

“I thought,” Nancy said, “I never imagined... Aren’t marriages sacraments? 
Aren’t they indissoluble? I thought you were married... and . . .” She was 
sobbing. “I thought you were married or not married as you are alive or dead.” 
“That,” Leonora said, “is the law of the church. It is not the law of the land...” 

“Oh yes,” Nancy said, “the Brands are Protestants.” She felt a sudden 
safeness descend upon her, and for an hour or so her mind was at rest. It seemed 
to her idiotic not to have remembered Henry VIII and the basis upon which 
Protestantism rests. She almost laughed at herself. 

The long afternoon wore on; the flames still fluttered when the maid made up 
the fire; the St Bernard awoke and lolloped away towards the kitchen. And then 
Leonora opened her eyes and said almost coldly: 

“And you? Don’t you think you will get married?” 
It was so unlike Leonora that, for the moment, the girl was frightened in the 

dusk. But then, again, it seemed a perfectly reasonable question. “I don’t know,” 
she answered. “I don’t know that anyone wants to marry me.” 

“Several people want to marry you,” Leonora said. 
“But I don’t want to marry,” Nancy answered. “I should like to go on living 

with you and Edward. I don’t think I am in the way or that I am really an 
expense. If I went you would have to have a companion. Or, perhaps, I ought to 
earn my living...” 

“I wasn’t thinking of that,” Leonora answered in the same dull tone. “You 
will have money enough from your father. But most people want to be married.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

descend: (v) settle, condescend, down, 
drop, deign, subside, go down, 
dismount, derive, get off, come 
down. ANTONYMS: (v) ascend, 
climb, float, scale, increase, level, 
mount. 

dusk: (n) nightfall, twilight, darkness, 
gloaming, sunset, gloom, night, 
shade, shadow, sundown; (adj) 
dusky. ANTONYMS: (n) dawn, light, 
daybreak, morning, afternoon. 

indestructible: (adj) immortal, eternal, 

everlasting, undestroyable, undying, 
durable, perdurable, permanent, 
indelible, incorruptible, lasting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fragile, 
destructible, vulnerable, ephemeral, 
soft, perishable, temporary. 

indissoluble: (adj) lasting, 
irresolvable, permanent, abiding, 
indestructible, insolvable, indivisible, 
indecomposable, strong; (v) 
severable, insecable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) temporary. 

safeness: (n) security, characteristic, 
close custody. 

sobbing: (adj) crying, weeping, weepy, 
tearful; (n) lamentation, shortness of 
breath, shit, prick, motherfucker, tear, 
lament. 

unreal: (adj) illusory, fantastic, 
fanciful, imaginary, insubstantial, 
artificial, fictitious, visionary, untrue; 
(adj, v) ideal, fancied. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) genuine, natural, substantial, 
authentic, ordinary, plausible. 
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I believe that she then asked the girl if she would not like to marry me, and 
that Nancy answered that she would marry me if she were told to; but that she 
wanted to go on living there. She added: 

“If I married anyone I should want him to be like Edward.” 
She was frightened out of her life. Leonora writhed on her couch and called 

out: “Oh, God!...” 
Nancy ran for the maid; for tablets of aspirin; for wet handkerchiefs. It never 

occurred to her that Leonora’s expression of agony was for anything else than 
physical pain.%

You are to remember that all this happened a month before Leonora went 
into the girl’s room at night. I have been casting back again; but I cannot help it. 
It is so difficult to keep all these people going. I tell you about Leonora and bring 
her up to date; then about Edward, who has fallen behind. And then the girl gets 
hopelessly left behind. I wish I could put it down in diary form. Thus: On the 1st 
of September they returned from Nauheim. Leonora at once took to her bed. By 
the 1st of October they were all going to meets together. Nancy had already 
observed very fully that Edward was strange in his manner. About the 6th of that 
month Edward gave the horse to young Selmes, and Nancy had cause to believe 
that her aunt did not love her uncle. On the 20th she read the account of the 
divorce case, which is reported in the papers of the 18th and the two following 
days. On the 23rd she had the conversation with her aunt in the hall—about 
marriage in general and about her own possible marriage, her aunt’s coming to 
her bedroom did not occur until the 12th of November... 

Thus she had three weeks for introspection—for introspection beneath 
gloomy skies, in that old house, rendered darker by the fact that it lay in a 
hollow crowned by fir trees with their black shadows. It was not a good situation 
for a girl. She began thinking about love, she who had never before considered it 
as anything other than a rather humorous, rather nonsensical matter. She 
remembered chance passages in chance books—things that had not really 
affected her at all at the time. She remembered someone’s love for the Princess 
Badrulbadour; she remembered to have heard that love was a flame, a thirst, a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aspirin: (n) Bayer, Empirin, salicylate, 
painkiller, analgesic, Bufferin, 
anodyne. 

couch: (n) bed, sofa, settee, divan; (adj, 
v) lie; (v) express, put, frame, lower, 
repose; (adj) recline. 

crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, 
browbound, incoronate, successful. 

hopelessly: (adv) despairingly, 
forlornly, despondently, uselessly, 
desolately, futilely, wretchedly, 
lostly, sadly, dejectedly, dispiritedly. 

ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
effectively, slightly. 

humorous: (adj) comical, funny, comic, 
droll, playful, hilarious, jocose, 
farcical, jocular; (adj, n) facetious, 
witty. ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, 
tragic, humorless, dull. 

introspection: (n) examination, 
contemplation, examen, 
thoughtfulness, reflection, reflexion, 
meditation, discernment, thought; (v) 
scrutiny inspection, study. 

nonsensical: (adj) meaningless, 
absurd, ludicrous, irrational, foolish, 
pointless, ridiculous, silly, 
preposterous, farcical, insensate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
worthwhile. 

skies: (n) heavens, firmament, 
expanse. 

tablets: (n) pills, medicine, medication, 
drug. 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted. 
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withering up of the vitals—though she did not know what the vitals were. She 
had a vague recollection that love was said to render a hopeless lover’s eyes 
hopeless; she remembered a character in a book who was said to have taken to 
drink through love; she remembered that lovers’ existences were said to be 
punctuated with heavy sighs. Once she went to the little cottage piano that was 
in the corner of the hall and began to play. It was a tinkly, reedy instrument, for 
none of that household had any turn for music. Nancy herself could play a few 
simple songs, and she found herself playing. She had been sitting on the window 
seat, looking out on the fading day. Leonora had gone to pay some calls; Edward 
was looking after some planting up in the new spinney. Thus she found herself 
playing on the old piano. She did not know how she came to be doing it. A silly 
lilting wavering tune came from before her in the dusk—a tune in which major 
notes with their cheerful insistence wavered and melted into minor sounds, as, 
beneath a bridge, the high lights on dark waters melt and waver and disappear 
into black depths. Well, it was a silly old tune...%

It goes with the words—they are about a willow tree, I think:  
 
Thou art to all lost loves the best  
The only true plant found. 

 
—That sort of thing. It is Herrick, I believe, and the music with the reedy, 
irregular, lilting sound that goes with Herrick, And it was dusk; the heavy, 
hewn, dark pillars that supported the gallery were like mourning presences; the 
fire had sunk to nothing—a mere glow amongst white ashes,... It was a 
sentimental sort of place and light and hour... 

And suddenly Nancy found that she was crying. She was crying quietly; she 
went on to cry with long convulsive sobs. It seemed to her that everything gay, 
everything charming, all light, all sweetness, had gone out of life. Unhappiness; 
unhappiness; unhappiness was all around her. She seemed to know no happy 
being and she herself was agonizing... 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

convulsive: (adj) spastic, galvanic, 
fitful, paroxysmal, violent, choreic, 
unsteady, hysterical; (v) unquiet, 
restless, saltatory. 

hewn: (adj) downed. 
lilting: (adj) tripping, musical, 

lightsome, rhythmic, rhythmical, 
swingy, light. 

reedy: (adj) thin, tenuous, slender, 
slight, high, shrill, arundineous, 
calamiferous, lean, noisy, weak. 

spinney: (n) coppice, brush, thicket,  

brushwood, grove, Holt, brake, park, 
bush, bocage, weald. 

tinkly: (adj) reverberant, ringing. 
vitals: (n) bowels, womb, viscera, 

belly, entrails, organ, necessity, lap, 
intestines, guts, chitterings. 

wavering: (adj, v) vacillating; (n) 
fluctuation, hesitation, vacillation; 
(adj) irresolute, indecisive, 
undecided, hesitant, uncertain, 
variable, changeable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) decided, constant, resolute,  

stable, decisive; (n) resolution, 
stability. 

willow: (n) willow tree, black willow, 
arctic willow, arroyo willow, balsam 
willow, bay willow, bearberry 
willow, white willow, silver willow; 
(adj) mourning, weeds. 

withering: (adj) devastating, 
extortionate, grinding; (v) dry, 
sarcastic, sharp, severe, satirical, 
sardonic, cutting; (n) shrinkage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hopeful. 
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She remembered that Edward’s eyes were hopeless; she was certain that he 
was drinking too much; at times he sighed deeply. He appeared as a man who 
was burning with inward flame; drying up in the soul with thirst; withering up 
in the vitals. Then, the torturing conviction came to her—the conviction that had 
visited her again and again—that Edward must love some one other than 
Leonora. With her little, pedagogic sectarianism she remembered that Catholics 
do not do this thing. But Edward was a Protestant. Then Edward loved 
somebody...%

And, after that thought, her eyes grew hopeless; she sighed as the old St 
Bernard beside her did. At meals she would feel an intolerable desire to drink a 
glass of wine, and then another and then a third. Then she would find herself 
grow gay... But in half an hour the gaiety went; she felt like a person who is 
burning up with an inward flame; desiccating at the soul with thirst; withering 
up in the vitals. One evening she went into Edward’s gun-room—he had gone to 
a meeting of the National Reserve Committee. On the table beside his chair was a 
decanter of whisky. She poured out a wineglassful and drank it off. Flame then 
really seemed to fill her body; her legs swelled; her face grew feverish. She 
dragged her tall height up to her room and lay in the dark. The bed reeled 
beneath her; she gave way to the thought that she was in Edward’s arms; that he 
was kissing her on her face that burned; on her shoulders that burned, and on 
her neck that was on fire. 

She never touched alcohol again. Not once after that did she have such 
thoughts. They died out of her mind; they left only a feeling of shame so 
insupportable that her brain could not take it in and they vanished. She 
imagined that her anguish at the thought of Edward’s love for another person 
was solely sympathy for Leonora; she determined that the rest of her life must be 
spent in acting as Leonora’s handmaiden—sweeping, tending, embroidering, 
like some Deborah, some medieval saint—I am not, unfortunately, up in the 
Catholic hagiology. But I know that she pictured herself as some personage with 
a depressed, earnest face and tightly closed lips, in a clear white room, watering 
flowers or tending an embroidery frame. Or, she desired to go with Edward to 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

decanter: (n) carafe, jar, flask, jug, 
flagon, amphora, cag, drum, firkin, 
cask, butt. 

embroidering: (n) embellishment, 
hyperbole. 

feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, n) 
hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow. 

hagiology: (n) Hagiographa. 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, 
intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable. 

pedagogic: (adj) educational, 
pedagogical, academic, pedantic, 
didactic. 

personage: (n) person, notable, 
celebrity, personality, individual,  

bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being. 

poured: (adj) concrete. 
sectarianism: (n) sectarism, bigotry, 

heresy, racism, churchism. 
swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 

swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder. 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed. 
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Africa and to throw herself in the path of a charging lion so that Edward might 
be saved for Leonora at the cost of her life. Well, along with her sad thoughts she 
had her childish ones. She knew nothing—nothing of life, except that one must 
live sadly. That she now knew. What happened to her on the night when she 
received at once the blow that Edward wished her to go to her father in India 
and the blow of the letter from her mother was this. She called first upon her 
sweet Saviour—and she thought of Our Lord as her sweet Saviour!—that He 
might make it impossible that she should go to India. Then she realized from 
Edward’s demeanour that he was determined that she should go to India. It must 
then be right that she should go. Edward was always right in his determinations. 
He was the Cid; he was Lohengrin; he was the Chevalier Bayard.%

Nevertheless her mind mutinied and revolted. She could not leave that 
house. She imagined that he wished her gone that she might not witness his 
amours with another girl. Well, she was prepared to tell him that she was ready 
to witness his amours with another young girl. She would stay there—to comfort 
Leonora. 

Then came the desperate shock of the letter from her mother. Her mother 
said, I believe, something like: “You have no right to go on living your life of 
prosperity and respect. You ought to be on the streets with me. How do you 
know that you are even Colonel Rufford’s daughter?” She did not know what 
these words meant. She thought of her mother as sleeping beneath the arches 
whilst the snow fell. That was the impression conveyed to her mind by the 
words “on the streets”. A Platonic sense of duty gave her the idea that she ought 
to go to comfort her mother—the mother that bore her, though she hardly knew 
what the words meant. At the same time she knew that her mother had left her 
father with another man—therefore she pitied her father, and thought it terrible 
in herself that she trembled at the sound of her father’s voice. If her mother was 
that sort of woman it was natural that her father should have had accesses of 
madness in which he had struck herself to the ground. And the voice of her 
conscience said to her that her first duty was to her parents. It was in accord with 
this awakened sense of duty that she undressed with great care and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accord: (n) agreement, consensus, 
harmony; (n, v) consent, concord, 
assent; (adj, v) agree; (v) give, bestow, 
suit, grant. ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
strife, antagonism, hostility, friction, 
dissidence, dissension; (n, v) conflict; 
(v) withhold, question, oppose. 

charging: (n) filling, feeding, power 
drive, decree. 

childish: (adj) childlike, naive, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous,  

young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
old, wise, adult, jaded. 

lion: (adj, n) celebrity, hero; (adj) 
worthy, great card, tiger; (n) Leo, cat, 
king of beasts, curiosity, luminary, 
spectacle. 

prosperity: (n) affluence, wealth, 
success, flourish, good fortune, 
fortune, welfare, opulence, 
abundance, good, prosperousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, 
fruitlessness, hardship, insufficiency.

sleeping: (adj) asleep, inactive, latent, 
sleepy, vegetive, vegetative; (n) 
dormancy, noctambulism, 
quiescence, quiescency, short sleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active; (n) 
waking. 

undressed: (adj) naked, unclad, 
unclothed, bare, raw, stripped, 
unattired, unappareled, crude, rough, 
disrobed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
covered, decent. 
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meticulously folded the clothes that she took off. Sometimes, but not very often, 
she threw them helter-skelter about the room.%

And that sense of duty was her prevailing mood when Leonora, tall, clean-
run, golden-haired, all in black, appeared in her doorway, and told her that 
Edward was dying of love for her. She knew then with her conscious mind what 
she had known within herself for months—that Edward was dying—actually 
and physically dying—of love for her. It seemed to her that for one short moment 
her spirit could say: “Domine, nunc dimittis,... Lord, now, lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace.” She imagined that she could cheerfully go away to 
Glasgow and rescue her fallen mother. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cheerfully: (adj, adv) gladly; (adv, v) 
happily; (adv) merrily, readily, 
brightly, jovially, cheerily, genially, 
chirpily, lively, blithely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bleakly, dismally, 
grimly, sullenly, unhappily, 
somberly, sadly, grudgingly, 
gloomily, dourly, forlornly. 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, 
arrive, enter, come, abide, conform,  

continue, remain, appear, converge, 
return. 

golden-haired: (adj) favored. 
helter-skelter: (adj, adv) recklessly; 

(adj) chaotic, haphazard, capricious, 
reckless, upside-down; (adv) anyhow, 
irregularly. 

meticulously: (adv) precisely, 
scrupulously, thoroughly, exactly, 
accurately, strictly, painstakingly, 
punctiliously, fastidiously, 
meticulous, rigorously. ANTONYMS: 

(adv) hastily, inaccurately, 
negligently, randomly. 

prevailing: (adj) prevalent, rife, 
dominant, common, current, 
overriding, popular, general, 
influential, epidemic, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insignificant, rare, 
unusual. 

thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage. 
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IV  

 
 
And it seemed to her to be in tune with the mood, with the hour, and with 

the woman in front of her to say that she knew Edward was dying of love for her 
and that she was dying of love for Edward. For that fact had suddenly slipped 
into place and become real for her as the niched marker on a whist tablet slips 
round with the pressure of your thumb. That rubber at least was made.%

And suddenly Leonora seemed to have become different and she seemed to 
have become different in her attitude towards Leonora. It was as if she, in her 
frail, white, silken kimono, sat beside her fire, but upon a throne. It was as if 
Leonora, in her close dress of black lace, with the gleaming white shoulders and 
the coiled yellow hair that the girl had always considered the most beautiful 
thing in the world—it was as if Leonora had become pinched, shrivelled, blue 
with cold, shivering, suppliant. Yet Leonora was commanding her. It was no 
good commanding her. She was going on the morrow to her mother who was in 
Glasgow. 

Leonora went on saying that she must stay there to save Edward, who was 
dying of love for her. And, proud and happy in the thought that Edward loved 
her, and that she loved him, she did not even listen to what Leonora said. It 
appeared to her that it was Leonora’s business to save her husband’s body; she, 
Nancy, possessed his soul—a precious thing that she would shield and bear 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

coiled: (adj) curled, curved, twined, 
coiling, twisted, convoluted, rolled, 
wavy, bent, round; (adj, v) spiral. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uncoiled. 

morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 
solar day, day. 

pinched: (adj) haggard, drawn, 
emaciated, cadaverous, narrow, 
penurious, thin, penniless, adenoidal; 
(adj, n) necessitous; (n) distressed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) relaxed. 

shivering: (adj) quivering, shaking,  

trembling, shaky, quaking, 
tremulous, shuddering, chilled; (n) 
chill, cold, shiver. ANTONYM: (adj) 
composed. 

shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer. 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough. 

slips: (n) pad. 

suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
imploring, humbly entreating. 

tablet: (n) slab, pad, pill, lozenge, 
monument, capsule, pellet, dragee, 
abacus; (adj) plate; (v) parchment. 

whist: (adj) quiet, noiseless; (n) long 
whist, short whist, whisk, tut, tush, 
dummy whist, cards, card game; (v) 
shut up. 
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away up in her arms—as if Leonora were a hungry dog, trying to spring up at a 
lamb that she was carrying. Yes, she felt as if Edward’s love were a precious 
lamb that she were bearing away from a cruel and predatory beast. For, at that 
time, Leonora appeared to her as a cruel and predatory beast. Leonora, Leonora 
with her hunger, with her cruelty had driven Edward to madness. He must be 
sheltered by his love for her and by her love—her love from a great distance and 
unspoken, enveloping him, surrounding him, upholding him; by her voice 
speaking from Glasgow, saying that she loved, that she adored, that she passed 
no moment without longing, loving, quivering at the thought of him.%

Leonora said loudly, insistently, with a bitterly imperative tone: 
“You must stay here; you must belong to Edward. I will divorce him.” 
The girl answered: 
“The Church does not allow of divorce. I cannot belong to your husband. I 

am going to Glasgow to rescue my mother.” 
The half-opened door opened noiselessly to the full. Edward was there. His 

devouring, doomed eyes were fixed on the girl’s face; his shoulders slouched 
forward; he was undoubtedly half drunk and he had the whisky decanter in one 
hand, a slanting candlestick in the other. He said, with a heavy ferocity, to 
Nancy: 

“I forbid you to talk about these things. You are to stay here until I hear from 
your father. Then you will go to your father.” 

The two women, looking at each other, like beasts about to spring, hardly 
gave a glance to him. He leaned against the door-post. He said again: 

“Nancy, I forbid you to talk about these things. I am the master of this 
house.” And, at the sound of his voice, heavy, male, coming from a deep chest, in 
the night with the blackness behind him, Nancy felt as if her spirit bowed before 
him, with folded hands. She felt that she would go to India, and that she desired 
never again to talk of these things. 

Leonora said: 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beasts: (n) stock. 
candlestick: (n) candelabra, sconce, 

chandelier, candle holder, girandole, 
candleholder, holder, electrolier, 
gaselier, girandola, luster. 

devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire. 

enveloping: (n) envelopment, 
enclosure, boxing, enclosing, 
encasement; (prep) about; (adj) 
comprehensive, roundabout,  

circuitous. ANTONYM: (adj) 
contained. 

ferocity: (n) violence, cruelty, 
ferociousness, fury, rage, truculence, 
atrocity, fierceness, wildness, 
vehemence, anger. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meekness, friendliness, serenity. 

noiselessly: (adv) silently, soundlessly, 
stilly, softly, mutely, delicately, 
wordlessly, gently, speechlessly; (adj, 
adv) stealthily; (adj) noiseless. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) heavily, audibly. 

slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 
diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 
aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, direct. 

upholding: (n) advocacy, support, 
maintenance, continuance, avowal, 
avowance, continuation, defense, 
keeping, perpetuation; (adj) 
comforting. ANTONYMS: (n) end, 
destruction. 

women: (n) sex, gentle sex. 
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“You see that it is your duty to belong to him. He must not be allowed to go 
on drinking.” 

Nancy did not answer. Edward was gone; they heard him slipping and 
shambling on the polished oak of the stairs. Nancy screamed when there came 
the sound of a heavy fall. Leonora said again: “You see!” 

The sounds went on from the hall below; the light of the candle Edward held 
flickered up between the hand rails of the gallery. Then they heard his voice: 

“Give me Glasgow... Glasgow, in Scotland . . I want the number of a man 
called White, of Simrock Park, Glasgow... Edward White, Simrock Park, 
Glasgow... ten minutes... at this time of night...” His voice was quite level, 
normal, and patient. Alcohol took him in the legs, not the speech. “I can wait,” 
his voice came again. “Yes, I know they have a number. I have been in 
communication with them before.” 

“He is going to telephone to your mother,” Leonora said. “He will make it all 
right for her.” She got up and closed the door. She came back to the fire, and 
added bitterly: “He can always make it all right for everybody, except me—
excepting me!” 

The girl said nothing. She sat there in a blissful dream. She seemed to see her 
lover sitting as he always sat, in a round-backed chair, in the dark hall—sitting 
low, with the receiver at his ear, talking in a gentle, slow voice, that he reserved 
for the telephone—and saving the world and her, in the black darkness. She 
moved her hand over the bareness of the base of her throat, to have the warmth 
of flesh upon it and upon her bosom.%

She said nothing; Leonora went on talking... 
God knows what Leonora said. She repeated that the girl must belong to her 

husband. She said that she used that phrase because, though she might have a 
divorce, or even a dissolution of the marriage by the Church, it would still be 
adultery that the girl and Edward would be committing. But she said that that 
was necessary; it was the price that the girl must pay for the sin of having made 
Edward love her, for the sin of loving her husband. She talked on and on, beside 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bareness: (n) nakedness, nudity, 
austerity, starkness, emptiness, 
nudeness, bleakness, baldness, 
blankness, barrenness, plainness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lushness, clothed, 
cheerfulness, warmth. 

blissful: (adj) happy, heavenly, merry, 
joyful, delighted, glad, cheerful, 
delightful, ecstatic, elated, blest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
grieving, sad, sorrowful, depressed, 
unpleasant, down, dreadful. 

candle: (n) candela, light, taper, 
bougie, CD, candlepower, lamp, wax 
light, Standard candle; (v) examine, 
illuminate. 

dissolution: (n) breakup, 
decomposition, cancellation, 
abolition, analysis, dismissal, 
dissipation, death, annulment, 
demise, dissociation. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inauguration, parsimony, 
decency. 

polished: (adj) glossy, cultured,  

finished, refined, smooth, lustrous, 
genteel, courtly; (adj, v) courteous, 
civil, polite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, coarse, shoddy, unpolished, 
amateur, awkward, unsophisticated. 

shambling: (n) walking, make, 
shuffling; (adj) awkward, blundering, 
clumsy, ungraceful, graceless, 
inelegant, ungainly, tightfisted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) graceful. 

slipping: (n) skidding, slippage; (adj) 
slithering, gliding, down, labent. 
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the fire. The girl must become an adulteress; she had wronged Edward by being 
so beautiful, so gracious, so good. It was sinful to be so good. She must pay the 
price so as to save the man she had wronged.%

In between her pauses the girl could hear the voice of Edward, droning on, 
indistinguishably, with jerky pauses for replies. It made her glow with pride; 
the man she loved was working for her. He at least was resolved; was malely 
determined; knew the right thing. Leonora talked on with her eyes boring into 
Nancy’s. The girl hardly looked at her and hardly heard her. After a long time 
Nancy said—after hours and hours: 

“I shall go to India as soon as Edward hears from my father. I cannot talk 
about these things, because Edward does not wish it.” 

At that Leonora screamed out and wavered swiftly towards the closed door. 
And Nancy found that she was springing out of her chair with her white arms 
stretched wide. She was clasping the other woman to her breast; she was saying: 

“Oh, my poor dear; oh, my poor dear.” And they sat, crouching together in 
each other’s arms, and crying and crying; and they lay down in the same bed, 
talking and talking, all through the night. And all through the night Edward 
could hear their voices through the wall. That was how it went... 

 
Next morning they were all three as if nothing had happened. Towards 

eleven Edward came to Nancy, who was arranging some Christmas roses in a 
silver bowl. He put a telegram beside her on the table. “You can uncode it for 
yourself,” he said. Then, as he went out of the door, he said: “You can tell your 
aunt I have cabled to Mr Dowell to come over. He will make things easier till you 
leave.” The telegram when it was uncoded, read, as far as I can remember: “Will 
take Mrs Rufford to Italy. Undertake to do this for certain. Am devotedly 
attached to Mrs Rufford. Have no need of financial assistance. Did not know 
there was a daughter, and am much obliged to you for pointing out my duty.—
White.” It was something like that. Then the household resumed its wonted 
course of days until my arrival. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adulteress: (n) fornicator, slut, loose 
woman, advoutress, fornicatress, 
hussy, jade, strumpet. 

clasping: (adj) tendril. 
crouching: (adj) sneaking, huddled, 

obsequious, squat, hunkered, 
cowering, hunkered down; (v) 
submissive, resigned. 

devotedly: (adv) affectionately, 
lovingly, zealously, faithfully, 
piously, fondly, religiously, 
passionately, enthusiastically,  

eagerly, dutifully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coldly, apathetically, 
unfaithfully, unenthusiastically, 
carelessly, disobediently. 

droning: (adj) buzzing, humming, 
abuzz, booming, monotonous, noisy; 
(n) bourdon, dawdler, drone pipe, 
idleness, monotone. ANTONYM: 
(adj) varied. 

indistinguishably: (adv) vaguely, 
unclearly, ambiguously, indecisively, 
indistinctly. ANTONYM: (adv)  

distinctly. 
jerky: (adj) uneven, abrupt, rough, 

unsteady, jerking, arrhythmic, 
spasmodic, shaky; (n) biltong, jerked 
meat, meat. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, graceful. 

wonted: (adj, n) habitual, ordinary, 
usual, familiar; (adj) everyday, 
general, conventional, routine; (n) 
accustomed, common, regular. 

wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 
offended. 
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V  

 
 
It %is this part of the story that makes me saddest of all. For I ask myself 

unceasingly, my mind going round and round in a weary, baffled space of 
pain—what should these people have done? What, in the name of God, should 
they have done? 

The end was perfectly plain to each of them—it was perfectly manifest at this 
stage that, if the girl did not, in Leonora’s phrase, “belong to Edward,” Edward 
must die, the girl must lose her reason because Edward died—and, that after a 
time, Leonora, who was the coldest and the strongest of the three, would console 
herself by marrying Rodney Bayham and have a quiet, comfortable, good time. 
That end, on that night, whilst Leonora sat in the girl’s bedroom and Edward 
telephoned down below—that end was plainly manifest. The girl, plainly, was 
half-mad already; Edward was half dead; only Leonora, active, persistent, 
instinct with her cold passion of energy, was “doing things”. What then, should 
they have done? worked out in the extinction of two very splendid 
personalities—for Edward and the girl were splendid personalities, in order that 
a third personality, more normal, should have, after a long period of trouble, a 
quiet, comfortable, good time. 

I am writing this, now, I should say, a full eighteen months after the words 
that end my last chapter. Since writing the words “until my arrival”, which I see 
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baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, 
perplexed, confounded, at sea, 
frustrated, befuddled, beaten, 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear. 

extinction: (n) destruction, 
extermination, end, expiration, 
obliteration, expiry, dissolution, 
devastation, demise, effacement; (n, 
v) cessation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, protection. 

manifest: (adj) evident, distinct,  

conspicuous, clear, patent, plain; (v) 
display, demonstrate, exhibit, 
evidence; (n, v) declare. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hide; (adj) hidden, 
obscure, secret, inconspicuous, 
veiled, furtive, avoidable, 
ambiguous; (adv) absent. 

plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, 
clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, 
patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, adv) 
frankly, honestly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
imperceptibly, vaguely, obscurely,  

figuratively, unclearly, politely, 
incoherently, implicitly, finely, 
ambiguously, covertly. 

weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, 
tire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, 
fatigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, v) 
jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 
hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 
enliven, energize, activate, rally. 

worked: (adj) elaborated, beaten. 
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end that paragraph, I have seen again for a glimpse, from a swift train, Beaucaire 
with the beautiful white tower, Tarascon with the square castle, the great Rhone, 
the immense stretches of the Crau. I have rushed through all Provence—and all 
Provence no longer matters. It is no longer in the olive hills that I shall find my 
Heaven; because there is only Hell...%

Edward is dead; the girl is gone—oh, utterly gone; Leonora is having a good 
time with Rodney Bayham, and I sit alone in Branshaw Teleragh. I have been 
through Provence; I have seen Africa; I have visited Asia to see, in Ceylon, in a 
darkened room, my poor girl, sitting motionless, with her wonderful hair about 
her, looking at me with eyes that did not see me, and saying distinctly: “Credo in 
unum Deum omnipotentem... Credo in unum Deum omnipotentem.” Those are 
the only reasonable words she uttered; those are the only words, it appears, that 
she ever will utter. I suppose that they are reasonable words; it must be 
extraordinarily reasonable for her, if she can say that she believes in an 
Omnipotent Deity. Well, there it is. I am very tired of it. all... 

For, I daresay, all this may sound romantic, but it is tiring, tiring, tiring to 
have been in the midst of it; to have taken the tickets; to have caught the trains; to 
have chosen the cabins; to have consulted the purser and the stewards as to diet 
for the quiescent patient who did nothing but announce her belief in an 
Omnipotent Deity. That may sound romantic—but it is just a record of fatigue. 

I don’t know why I should always be selected to be serviceable. I don’t 
resent it—but I have never been the least good. Florence selected me for her own 
purposes, and I was no good to her; Edward called me to come and have a chat 
with him, and I couldn’t stop him cutting his throat. 

And then, one day eighteen months ago, I was quietly writing in my room at 
Branshaw when Leonora came to me with a letter. It was a very pathetic letter 
from Colonel Rufford about Nancy. Colonel Rufford had left the army and had 
taken up an appointment at a tea-planting estate in Ceylon. His letter was 
pathetic because it was so brief, so inarticulate, and so business-like. He had gone 
down to the boat to meet his daughter, and had found his daughter quite mad. It 
appears that at Aden Nancy had seen in a local paper the news of Edward’s 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

credo: (n) faith, belief, gospel, 
doctrine, persuasion, ism, dogma, 
principle, thinking, testament, 
statement of belief. 

fatigue: (v) exhaust, tire, weary, 
harass, enervate, fag, jade, wear; (n) 
exhaustion, weariness, tiredness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness, 
vitality, vigor, strength; (v) energize, 
renew, rejuvenate, restore, 
invigorate. 

purser: (n) bursar, steward, treasurer, 

flight attendant, officer, purse bearer.
quiescent: (adj) dormant, calm, 

passive, inert, immovable, serene, 
immobile, latent, placid, stationary, 
quiet. ANTONYM: (adj) active. 

resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
take offense, take umbrage, take 
exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v) 
welcome, wish, accept. 

serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
handy, profitable, beneficial,  

effective, useful, convenient, efficient, 
operative, practicable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) impractical, unusable, 
unserviceable, useless, flimsy, 
worthless. 

stretches: (adj) stretched. 
tiring: (adj) tiresome, exhausting, 

wearing, hard, laborious, arduous, 
grueling, boring, wearisome, 
onerous, strenuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) easy, undemanding, light, 
refreshing, empty, interesting. 
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suicide. In the Red Sea she had gone mad. She had remarked to Mrs Colonel 
Luton, who was chaperoning her, that she believed in an Omnipotent Deity. She 
hadn’t made any fuss; her eyes were quite dry and glassy. Even when she was 
mad Nancy could behave herself.%

Colonel Rufford said the doctor did not anticipate that there was any chance 
of his child’s recovery. It was, nevertheless, possible that if she could see 
someone from Branshaw it might soothe her and it might have a good effect. 
And he just simply wrote to Leonora: “Please come and see if you can do it.” 

I seem to have lost all sense of the pathetic; but still, that simple, enormous 
request of the old colonel strikes me as pathetic. He was cursed by his atrocious 
temper; he had been cursed by a half-mad wife, who drank and went on the 
streets. His daughter was totally mad—and yet he believed in the goodness of 
human nature. He believed that Leonora would take the trouble to go all the way 
to Ceylon in order to soothe his daughter. Leonora wouldn’t. Leonora didn’t ever 
want to see Nancy again. I daresay that that, in the circumstances, was natural 
enough. At the same time she agreed, as it were, on public grounds, that 
someone soothing ought to go from Branshaw to Ceylon. She sent me and her 
old nurse, who had looked after Nancy from the time when the girl, a child of 
thirteen, had first come to Branshaw. So off I go, rushing through Provence, to 
catch the steamer at Marseilles. And I wasn’t the least good when I got to Ceylon; 
and the nurse wasn’t the least good. Nothing has been the least good. The 
doctors said, at Kandy, that if Nancy could be brought to England, the sea air, the 
change of climate, the voyage, and all the usual sort of things, might restore her 
reason. Of course, they haven’t restored her reason. She is, I am aware, sitting in 
the hall, forty paces from where I am now writing. I don’t want to be in the least 
romantic about it. She is very well dressed; she is quite quiet; she is very 
beautiful. The old nurse looks after her very efficiently. 

Of course you have the makings of a situation here, but it is all very 
humdrum, as far as I am concerned. I should marry Nancy if her reason were 
ever sufficiently restored to let her appreciate the meaning of the Anglican 
marriage service. But it is probable that her reason will never be sufficiently 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

glassy: (adj, v) glossy; (adj) clear, 
glazed, smooth, flat, crystalline, dead, 
dull, hyaline, transparent; (v) 
glabrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, 
bumpy, dull, expressive, murky, 
rough. 

humdrum: (adj, v) dull, monotonous, 
uninteresting, tedious, stupid; (adj) 
banal, commonplace, flat, prosaic, 
dreary, everyday. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, surprising, remarkable, 
stunning, romantic, exotic,  

extraordinary, interesting. 
makings: (n) expertise, degree, 

proficiency, competence, component, 
constituent, eligibility, skill. 

restored: (adj) new, healthy, 
comfortable, convalescent. 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) upset, 
irritate, aggravate, annoy, intensify, 
worry, enrage, scare, provoke, incite, 

disturb. 
soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 

pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating. 

voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 
trip, passage, expedition, flight, 
crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate. 
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restored to let her appreciate the meaning of the Anglican marriage service. 
Therefore I cannot marry her, according to the law of the land.%

So here I am very much where I started thirteen years ago. I am the 
attendant, not the husband, of a beautiful girl, who pays no attention to me. I am 
estranged from Leonora, who married Rodney Bayham in my absence and went 
to live at Bayham. Leonora rather dislikes me, because she has got it into her 
head that I disapprove of her marriage with Rodney Bayham. Well, I disapprove 
of her marriage. Possibly I am jealous. Yes, no doubt I am jealous. In my fainter 
sort of way I seem to perceive myself following the lines of Edward 
Ashburnham. I suppose that I should really like to be a polygamist; with Nancy, 
and with Leonora, and with Maisie Maidan and possibly even with Florence. I 
am no doubt like every other man; only, probably because of my American 
origin I am fainter. At the same time I am able to assure you that I am a strictly 
respectable person. I have never done anything that the most anxious mother of 
a daughter or the most careful dean of a cathedral would object to. I have only 
followed, faintly, and in my unconscious desires, Edward Ashburnham. Well, it 
is all over. Not one of us has got what he really wanted. Leonora wanted 
Edward, and she has got Rodney Bayham, a pleasant enough sort of sheep. 
Florence wanted Branshaw, and it is I who have bought it from Leonora. I didn’t 
really want it; what I wanted mostly was to cease being a nurse-attendant. Well, I 
am a nurse-attendant. Edward wanted Nancy Rufford, and I have got her. Only 
she is mad. It is a queer and fantastic world. Why can’t people have what they 
want? The things were all there to content everybody; yet everybody has the 
wrong thing. Perhaps you can make head or tail of it; it is beyond me. 

Is there any terrestial paradise where, amidst the whispering of the olive-
leaves, people can be with whom they like and have what they like and take their 
ease in shadows and in coolness? Or are all men’s lives like the lives of us good 
people—like the lives of the Ashburnhams, of the Dowells, of the Ruffords—
broken, tumultuous, agonized, and unromantic, lives, periods punctuated by 
screams, by imbecilities, by deaths, by agonies? Who the devil knows? 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attendant: (n) companion, follower, 
assistant, escort, subordinate, 
employee, guide, varlet; (adj) 
accompanying, concomitant, 
incidental. ANTONYMS: (n) 
superior, boss; (adj) absent, unrelated, 
significant. 

coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, 
assurance, cold, calmness, alienation, 
frigidity, equanimity, chilliness, 
poise. ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
panic, approachability, mustiness,  

turbulence, agitation. 
desires: (n) requirements, needs. 
disapprove: (v) deprecate, object, 

blame, repudiate, censure, disallow, 
reject, turn down, refuse, 
discountenance, deny. ANTONYMS: 
(v) approve, endorse, accept, 
embrace, praise, agree, sanction, pass.

paradise: (n) Elysium, bliss, Eden, 
Zion, promised land, Garden of 
Eden, Elysian Fields, ecstasy, 
nirvana, Valhalla, utopia.  

ANTONYM: (n) misery. 
thirteen: (n) long dozen, large integer. 
tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 

tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm. 

unromantic: (adj) unexaggerated, 
unaffected, unflattering, 
unimaginative, realistic, unloving, 
practical, utilitarian, not romantic. 
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For there was a great deal of imbecility about the closing scenes of the 
Ashburnham tragedy. Neither of those two women knew what they wanted. It 
was only Edward who took a perfectly clear line, and he was drunk most of the 
time. But, drunk or sober, he stuck to what was demanded by convention and by 
the traditions of his house. Nancy Rufford had to be exported to India, and 
Nancy Rufford hadn’t to hear a word of love from him. She was exported to 
India and she never heard a word from Edward Ashburnham.%

It was the conventional line; it was in tune with the tradition of Edward’s 
house. I daresay it worked out for the greatest good of the body politic. 
Conventions and traditions, I suppose, work blindly but surely for the 
preservation of the normal type; for the extinction of proud, resolute and 
unusual individuals. 

Edward was the normal man, but there was too much of the sentimentalist 
about him; and society does not need too many sentimentalists. Nancy was a 
splendid creature, but she had about her a touch of madness. Society does not 
need individuals with touches of madness about them. So Edward and Nancy 
found themselves steamrolled out and Leonora survives, the perfectly normal 
type, married to a man who is rather like a rabbit. For Rodney Bayham is rather 
like a rabbit, and I hear that Leonora is expected to have a baby in three months’ 
time. 

So those splendid and tumultuous creatures with their magnetism and their 
passions—those two that I really loved—have gone from this earth. It is no doubt 
best for them. What would Nancy have made of Edward if she had succeeded in 
living with him; what would Edward have made of her? For there was about 
Nancy a touch of cruelty—a touch of definite actual cruelty that made her desire 
to see people suffer. Yes, she desired to see Edward suffer. And, by God, she 
gave him hell. 

She gave him an unimaginable hell. Those two women pursued that poor 
devil and flayed the skin off him as if they had done it with whips. I tell you his 
mind bled almost visibly. I seem to see him stand, naked to the waist, his 
forearms shielding his eyes, and flesh hanging from him in rags. I tell you that is 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bled: (v) bleed; (n) bulla. 
conventions: (n) protocol. 
imbecility: (n) folly, foolishness, 

idiocy, fatuity, weakness, stupidity, 
feeblemindedness, lunacy; (adj, n) 
debility, feebleness; (adj) infirmity. 

politic: (adj, v) tactful; (adj) discreet, 
judicious, circumspect, shrewd, 
prudent, suave, calculating, tricky, 
cute, chary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
injudicious, unwise, impolitic, 
foolish. 

pursued: (n) hunted person. 
rabbit: (n) cony, hare, lapin, bunny, 

cottontail, leporide, shuttle, coward; 
(adj) milch cow, seed plot, warren. 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, hesitant, 
undecided. 

shielding: (adj) covering, protecting, 
overspreading, caring, defending, 
defensive, overhanging; (n) 
screening, shadowing, protection, 
bird strike armouring. 

unimaginable: (adj) impossible, 
unthinkable, incredible, unbelievable, 
out of the question, unspeakable, 
miraculous, untold, unsolicited, 
unlikely; (adj, v) inimaginable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) describable, 
believable. 
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no exaggeration of what I feel. It was as if Leonora and Nancy banded 
themselves together to do execution, for the sake of humanity, upon the body of 
a man who was at their disposal. They were like a couple of Sioux who had got 
hold of an Apache and had him well tied to a stake. I tell you there was no end to 
the tortures they inflicted upon him.%

Night after night he would hear them talking; talking; maddened, sweating, 
seeking oblivion in drink, he would lie there and hear the voices going on and 
on. And day after day Leonora would come to him and would announce the 
results of their deliberations. 

They were like judges debating over the sentence upon a criminal; they were 
like ghouls with an immobile corpse in a tomb beside them. I don’t think that 
Leonora was any more to blame than the girl—though Leonora was the more 
active of the two. Leonora, as I have said, was the perfectly normal woman. I 
mean to say that in normal circumstances her desires were those of the woman 
who is needed by society. She desired children, decorum, an establishment; she 
desired to avoid waste, she desired to keep up appearances. She was utterly and 
entirely normal even in her utterly undeniable beauty. But I don’t mean to say 
that she acted perfectly normally in this perfectly abnormal situation. All the 
world was mad around her and she herself, agonized, took on the complexion of 
a mad woman; of a woman very wicked; of the villain of the piece. What would 
you have? Steel is a normal, hard, polished substance. But, if you put it in a hot 
fire it will become red, soft, and not to be handled. If you put it in a fire still more 
hot it will drip away. It was like that with Leonora. She was made for normal 
circumstances—for Mr Rodney Bayham, who will keep a separate establishment, 
secretly, in Portsmouth, and make occasional trips to Paris and to Budapest. 

In the case of Edward and the girl, Leonora broke and simply went all over 
the place. She adopted unfamiliar and therefore extraordinary and ungraceful 
attitudes of mind. At one moment she was all for revenge. After haranguing the 
girl for hours through the night she harangued for hours of the day the silent 
Edward. And Edward just once tripped up, and that was his undoing. Perhaps 
he had had too much whisky that afternoon. She asked him perpetually what he 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

banded: (adj) connected, striped, 
agouti, with stripes, stripy, belted. 

deliberations: (n) deliberation, 
thought, consideration. 

drip: (n, v) drop, trickle, leak, escape; 
(n) leakage; (v) distill, weep, seep, 
trill, fall, percolate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flow, pour, surge, flood. 

haranguing: (n) declamation. 
maddened: (adj) angry, furious, 

deranged, angered, enraged, 
moonstruck, fierce, upset,  

aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic. 
oblivion: (n) limbo, Lethe, void, 

absolution, forgiveness, 
obliviousness, silence, remission, 
pardon; (n, v) amnesty; (adj) 
nonbeing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consciousness, fame. 

undeniable: (adj) incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, certain, indisputable, 
positive, incontestable, obvious, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
conclusive, evident. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) disputable, dubious, doubted, 
contestable, questionable, debatable, 
uncertain, equivocal, unconvincing. 

undoing: (n) ruin, destruction, loss, 
curse, cancellation, reverse, bane, 
doom, collapse, annulment, disaster. 
ANTONYMS: (n) building, creation. 

ungraceful: (adj) clumsy, ungainly, 
graceless, inelegant, stiff, uncouth, 
maladroit, mean, gauche, 
unbecoming, unhandsome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) elegant. 
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wanted. What did he want? What did he want? And all he ever answered was: “I 
have told you”. He meant that he wanted the girl to go to her father in India as 
soon as her father should cable that he was ready to receive her. But just once he 
tripped up. To Leonora’s eternal question he answered that all he desired in life 
was that—that he could pick himself together again and go on with his daily 
occupations if—the girl, being five thousand miles away, would continue to love 
him. He wanted nothing more, He prayed his God for nothing more. Well, he 
was a sentimentalist.%

And the moment that she heard that, Leonora determined that the girl should 
not go five thousand miles away and that she should not continue to love 
Edward. The way she worked it was this: 

She continued to tell the girl that she must belong to Edward; she was going 
to get a divorce; she was going to get a dissolution of marriage from Rome. But 
she considered it to be her duty to warn the girl of the sort of monster that 
Edward was. She told the girl of La Dolciquita, of Mrs Basil, of Maisie Maidan, of 
Florence. She spoke of the agonies that she had endured during her life with the 
man, who was violent, overbearing, vain, drunken, arrogant, and monstrously a 
prey to his sexual necessities. And, at hearing of the miseries her aunt had 
suffered—for Leonora once more had the aspect of an aunt to the girl—with the 
swift cruelty of youth and, with the swift solidarity that attaches woman to 
woman, the girl made her resolves. Her aunt said incessantly: “You must save 
Edward’s life; you must save his life. All that he needs is a little period of 
satisfaction from you. Then he will tire of you as he has of the others. But you 
must save his life.” 

And, all the while, that wretched fellow knew—by a curious instinct that 
runs between human beings living together—exactly what was going on. And he 
remained dumb; he stretched out no finger to help himself. All that he required 
to keep himself a decent member of society was, that the girl, five thousand miles 
away, should continue to love him. They were putting a stopper upon that. 

I have told you that the girl came one night to his room. And that was the real 
hell for him. That was the picture that never left his imagination—the girl, in the 
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drunken: (adj) boozy, sottish, 
intoxicated, tipsy, tight, bibulous, 
groggy, intemperate, blotto, canned, 
pissed. 

incessantly: (adv) constantly, 
endlessly, continually, perpetually, 
continuously, unceasingly, eternally, 
persistently, unremittingly, 
unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) sporadically, briefly. 

necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, 
essential, wants, support,  

subsistence, requirement, bread. 
stopper: (v) stop, block, clog, obstruct; 

(n, v) stopple; (n) spigot, spile, top, 
gate, fipple, closure. 

tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) fatigue; 
(v) exhaust, harass, fag, weary, wear, 
pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. ANTONYMS: 
(v) interest, invigorate, energize. 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective. 

wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fine, strong, fortunate, overjoyed, 
nice, admirable, good, cheery, joyous, 
lucky, comfortable. 
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dim light, rising up at the foot of his bed. He said that it seemed to have a 
greenish sort of effect as if there were a greenish tinge in the shadows of the tall 
bedposts that framed her body. And she looked at him with her straight eyes of 
an unflinching cruelty and she said: “I am ready to belong to you—to save your 
life.” 

He answered: “I don’t want it; I don’t want it; I don’t want it.” 
And he says that he didn’t want it; that he would have hated himself; that it 

was unthinkable. And all the while he had the immense temptation to do the 
unthinkable thing, not from the physical desire but because of a mental 
certitude. He was certain that if she had once submitted to him she would 
remain his for ever. He knew that.%

She was thinking that her aunt had said he had desired her to love him from 
a distance of five thousand miles. She said: “I can never love you now I know the 
kind of man you are. I will belong to you to save your life. But I can never love 
you.” 

It was a fantastic display of cruelty. She didn’t in the least know what it 
meant—to belong to a man. But, at that Edward pulled himself together. He 
spoke in his normal tones; gruff, husky, overbearing, as he would have done to a 
servant or to a horse. 

“Go back to your room,” he said. “Go back to your room and go to sleep. This 
is all nonsense.” 

 
They were baffled, those two women. 
And then I came on the scene. 
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certitude: (n) assurance, trust, 
conviction, determination, 
persuasion, faith, security, firmness, 
assuredness, resolution, confidence. 
ANTONYM: (n) indecision. 

cruelty: (n) brutality, cruelness, 
oppression, barbarity, ferociousness, 
tyranny, violence, atrocity, ferocity, 
mercilessness, harshness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compassion, 
gentleness, friendliness, humanity, 
benevolence, sensitivity, liberty,  

decency. 
fantastic: (adj) bizarre, extraordinary, 

antic, marvelous, fantastical, 
grotesque, wonderful, extravagant, 
terrific, strange, illusory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awful, ordinary, 
real, unpleasant, tiny, plausible, 
normal, lousy, little, Lilliputian, poor.

framed: (adj) counterfeit, prepared, 
orderly, methodical, spurious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unframed. 

greenish: (adj) green, virescent,  

viridescent, fleeceable, envious, 
covetous, chromatic, porraceous. 

temptation: (n, v) lure, enticement, 
bait; (n) attraction, allurement, 
invitation, seduction, inducement, 
allure, appeal, pull. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dislike, discouragement. 

tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, stain, 
touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
white, information, pallor. 
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VI  

 
 
My coming on the scene certainly calmed things down—for the whole 

fortnight that intervened between my arrival and the girl’s departure. I don’t 
mean to say that the endless talking did not go on at night or that Leonora did 
not send me out with the girl and, in the interval, give Edward a hell of a time. 
Having discovered what he wanted—that the girl should go five thousand miles 
away and love him steadfastly as people do in sentimental novels, she was 
determined to smash that aspiration. And she repeated to Edward in every 
possible tone that the girl did not love him; that the girl detested him for his 
brutality, his overbearingness, his drinking habits. She pointed out that Edward 
in the girl’s eyes, was already pledged three or four deep. He was pledged to 
Leonora herself, to Mrs Basil, and to the memories of Maisie Maidan and to 
Florence. Edward never said anything.%

Did the girl love Edward, or didn’t she? I don’t know. At that time I daresay 
she didn’t though she certainly had done so before Leonora had got to work 
upon his reputation. She certainly had loved him for what I call the public side of 
his record—for his good soldiering, for his saving lives at sea, for the excellent 
landlord that he was and the good sportsman. But it is quite possible that all 
those things came to appear as nothing in her eyes when she discovered that he 
wasn’t a good husband. For, though women, as I see them, have little or no 
feeling of responsibility towards a county or a country or a career—although 
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aspiration: (n) ambition, longing, 
ambitiousness, purpose, dream, wish, 
hankering, inhalation, want, goal; (n, 
v) desire. 

brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, 
savageness, harshness, callousness, 
viciousness, ferociousness, savagery. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
kindness, caring, gentility, 
humaneness, humanity. 

edward: (n) prince Edward, Black  

Prince. 
overbearingness: (n) 

domineeringness, lordliness, 
haughtiness, arrogance. 

pledged: (adj, v) affianced; (adj) 
betrothed, busy, bound, occupied, 
bespoken, promised, sworn, 
responsible, intermeshed, 
guaranteed. 

smash: (n, v) crash, hit, bang, clash, 
knock; (v) shatter, crush, mash, break, 
defeat, ruin. ANTONYMS: (v) mend, 

preserve; (n) flop. 
sportsman: (n) athlete, shikari, player, 

jock, sportswoman, fisherman, 
huntsman, gamester, play, hunter, 
reveler. 

steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
unwaveringly, resolutely, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
determinedly, faithfully, persistently, 
permanently, staunchly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unreliably, 
irresolutely, unfaithfully. 
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they may be entirely lacking in any kind of communal solidarity—they have an 
immense and automatically working instinct that attaches them to the interest of 
womanhood. It is, of course, possible for any woman to cut out and to carry off 
any other woman’s husband or lover. But I rather think that a woman will only 
do this if she has reason to believe that the other woman has given her husband a 
bad time. I am certain that if she thinks the man has been a brute to his wife she 
will, with her instinctive feeling for suffering femininity, “put him back”, as the 
saying is. I don’t attach any particular importance to these generalizations of 
mine. They may be right, they may be wrong; I am only an ageing American 
with very little knowledge of life. You may take my generalizations or leave 
them. But I am pretty certain that I am right in the case of Nancy Rufford—that 
she had loved Edward Ashburnham very deeply and tenderly.%

It is nothing to the point that she let him have it good and strong as soon as 
she discovered that he had been unfaithful to Leonora and that his public 
services had cost more than Leonora thought they ought to have cost. Nancy 
would be bound to let him have it good and strong then. She would owe that to 
feminine public opinion; she would be driven to it by the instinct for self-
preservation, since she might well imagine that if Edward had been unfaithful to 
Leonora, to Mrs Basil and to the memories of the other two, he might be 
unfaithful to herself. And, no doubt, she had her share of the sex instinct that 
makes women be intolerably cruel to the beloved person. Anyhow, I don’t know 
whether, at this point, Nancy Rufford loved Edward Ashburnham. I don’t know 
whether she even loved him when, on getting, at Aden, the news of his suicide 
she went mad. Because that may just as well have been for the sake of Leonora as 
for the sake of Edward. Or it may have been for the sake of both of them. I don’t 
know. I know nothing. I am very tired. Leonora held passionately the doctrine 
that the girl didn’t love Edward. She wanted desperately to believe that. It was a 
doctrine as necessary to her existence as a belief in the personal immortality of 
the soul. She said that it was impossible that Nancy could have loved Edward 
after she had given the girl her view of Edward’s career and character. Edward, 
on the other hand, believed maunderingly that some essential attractiveness in 
himself must have made the girl continue to go on loving him—to go on loving 
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ageing: (adj, n) aging; (n) senescence, 
maturation, maturing, ripening, 
curing, age hardening, souring, 
seasoning, depreciation; (adj) 
senescent. 

attractiveness: (n) appeal, allure, 
charm, allurement, affinity, beauty, 
enticement, grace, loveliness, 
adorableness, animal magnetism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unattractiveness, 
unpleasantness, repulsiveness, 
repulsion, infamy, awkwardness. 

believed: (adj) whispered, alleged, 
thought, held. 

beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
detested, despised, disliked. 

immortality: (n) sempiternity, 
perpetuity, athanasia, glory, aye, 
fame, everness, immortal, 
permanency, deathlessness, undying. 
ANTONYM: (n) mortality. 

instinctive: (adj) inherent, inborn, 
automatic, natural, mechanical, 
spontaneous, intuitive, unconscious, 
gut, reflex; (adj, v) involuntary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, stilted, 
deliberate, factual, systematic, 
trained, spiritual. 

womanhood: (n) muliebrity, 
femininity, adulthood, maturity, 
manhood, womankind, wifehood, 
softness, social class, majority, adult 
female. 
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him, as it were, in underneath her official aspect of hatred. He thought she only 
pretended to hate him in order to save her face and he thought that her quite 
atrocious telegram from Brindisi was only another attempt to do that—to prove 
that she had feelings creditable to a member of the feminine commonweal. I 
don’t know. I leave it to you. There is another point that worries me a good deal 
in the aspects of this sad affair. Leonora says that, in desiring that the girl should 
go five thousand miles away and yet continue to love him, Edward was a 
monster of selfishness. He was desiring the ruin of a young life. Edward on the 
other hand put it to me that, supposing that the girl’s love was a necessity to his 
existence, and, if he did nothing by word or by action to keep Nancy’s love alive, 
he couldn’t be called selfish. Leonora replied that showed he had an abominably 
selfish nature even though his actions might be perfectly correct. I can’t make out 
which of them was right. I leave it to you.%

it is, at any rate, certain that Edward’s actions were perfectly—were 
monstrously, were cruelly—correct. He sat still and let Leonora take away his 
character, and let Leonora damn him to deepest hell, without stirring a finger. I 
daresay he was a fool; I don’t see what object there was in letting the girl think 
worse of him than was necessary. Still there it is. And there it is also that all those 
three presented to the world the spectacle of being the best of good people. I 
assure you that during my stay for that fortnight in that fine old house, I never so 
much as noticed a single thing that could have affected that good opinion. And 
even when I look back, knowing the circumstances, I can’t remember a single 
thing any of them said that could have betrayed them. I can’t remember, right up 
to the dinner, when Leonora read out that telegram—not the tremor of an 
eyelash, not the shaking of a hand. It was just a pleasant country house-party. 

And Leonora kept it up jolly well, for even longer than that—she kept it up as 
far as I was concerned until eight days after Edward’s funeral. Immediately after 
that particular dinner—the dinner at which I received the announcement that 
Nancy was going to leave for India on the following day—I asked Leonora to let 
me have a word with her. She took me into her little sitting-room and I then 
said—I spare you the record of my emotions—that she was aware that I wished 
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abominably: (adv) atrociously, 
awfully, terribly, repulsively, badly, 
frightfully, awful, sadly, hideously, 
sickeningly, rottenly. 

commonweal: (n) good, 
commonwealth. 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outermost. 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly. 

pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 
counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious, 
bogus, affected. 

selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 
greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 
selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 
generosity. 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose. 

tremor: (n, v) shiver, quake, shudder, 
shake; (n) agitation, vibration, 
earthquake, convulsion; (adj, v) 
flutter; (adj, n) trepidation; (v) 
tremble. 

worries: (n) doubts, misgivings, 
qualms. 
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to marry Nancy; that she had seemed to favour my suit and that it appeared to 
be rather a waste of money upon tickets and rather a waste of time upon travel to 
let the girl go to India if Leonora thought that there was any chance of her 
marrying me.%

And Leonora, I assure you, was the absolutely perfect British matron. She 
said that she quite favoured my suit; that she could not desire for the girl a better 
husband; but that she considered that the girl ought to see a little more of life 
before taking such an important step. Yes, Leonora used the words “taking such 
an important step”. She was perfect. Actually, I think she would have liked the 
girl to marry me enough but my programme included the buying of the 
Kershaw’s house about a mile away upon the Fordingbridge road, and settling 
down there with the girl. That didn’t at all suit Leonora. She didn’t want to have 
the girl within a mile and a half of Edward for the rest of their lives. Still, I think 
she might have managed to let me know, in some periphrasis or other, that I 
might have the girl if I would take her to Philadelphia or Timbuctoo. I loved 
Nancy very much—and Leonora knew it. However, I left it at that. I left it with 
the understanding that Nancy was going away to India on probation. It seemed 
to me a perfectly reasonable arrangement and I am a reasonable sort of man. I 
simply said that I should follow Nancy out to India after six months’ time or so. 
Or, perhaps, after a year. Well, you see, I did follow Nancy out to India after a 
year... I must confess to having felt a little angry with Leonora for not having 
warned me earlier that the girl would be going. I took it as one of the queer, not 
very straight methods that Roman Catholics seem to adopt in dealing with 
matters of this world. I took it that Leonora had been afraid I should propose to 
the girl or, at any rate, have made considerably greater advances to her than I 
did, if I had known earlier that she was going away so soon. Perhaps Leonora 
was right; perhaps Roman Catholics, with their queer, shifty ways, are always 
right. They are dealing with the queer, shifty thing that is human nature. For it is 
quite possible that, if I had known Nancy was going away so soon, I should have 
tried making love to her. And that would have produced another complication. 
It may have been just as well. 
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assure: (n, v) certify, warrant, vouch; 
(v) secure, persuade, satisfy, reassure, 
affirm, promise, ascertain; (adj, v) 
ensure. ANTONYMS: (v) alarm, 
disclaim, deny, disbelieve, 
undermine. 

favoured: (adj) preferred, preferential.
matron: (n) lady, head nurse, dame, 

housewife, dowager, woman, wife, 
Donna Belle, matriarch, married 
woman; (v) matronhood. 
ANTONYM: (n) patron. 

ought: (n, v) need; (v) had better, 
should, have, possessed, owned, 
owed, behoove; (n) aught, zero, duty.

periphrasis: (v) periphrase; (n) indirect 
expression, ambage, verbiage. 

probation: (n) verification, trial, test, 
rehearsal, testing, inspection, 
examination, trial period; (adj) 
tentative, apodeixis, apodixis. 

propose: (v) bid, nominate, design, 
plan, proffer, move, intend, mean, 
aim, suggest; (n, v) advance.  

ANTONYMS: (v) reject, improvise, 
oppose. 

settling: (n) settlement, subsidence, 
defecation, dregs, clearing, sinking, 
dreg, remission, cave in; (adj) 
determining, definitive. 

shifty: (adj) evasive, untrustworthy, 
deceitful, slippery, tricky, sneaky, sly, 
dishonest, unreliable, crooked, 
elusive. ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
aboveboard, aggressive, honest, 
straight, clear, loyal, reputable, direct. 
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It is queer the fantastic things that quite good people will do in order to keep 
up their appearance of calm pococurantism. For Edward Ashburnham and his 
wife called me half the world over in order to sit on the back seat of a dog-cart 
whilst Edward drove the girl to the railway station from which she was to take 
her departure to India. They wanted, I suppose, to have a witness of the 
calmness of that function. The girl’s luggage had been already packed and sent 
off before. Her berth on the steamer had been taken. They had timed it all so 
exactly that it went like clockwork. They had known the date upon which 
Colonel Rufford would get Edward’s letter and they had known almost exactly 
the hour at which they would receive his telegram asking his daughter to come 
to him. It had all been quite beautifully and quite mercilessly arranged, by 
Edward himself. They gave Colonel Rufford, as a reason for telegraphing, the 
fact that Mrs Colonel Somebody or other would be travelling by that ship and 
that she would serve as an efficient chaperon for the girl. It was a most amazing 
business, and I think that it would have been better in the eyes of God if they had 
all attempted to gouge out each other’s eyes with carving knives. But they were 
“good people”. After my interview with Leonora I went desultorily into 
Edward’s gun-room. I didn’t know where the girl was and I thought I mind find 
her there. I suppose I had a vague idea of proposing to her in spite of Leonora. 
So, I presume, I don’t come of quite such good people as the Ashburnhams. 
Edward was lounging in his chair smoking a cigar and he said nothing for quite 
five minutes. The candles glowed in the green shades; the reflections were green 
in the glasses of the book-cases that held guns and fishing-rods. Over the 
mantelpiece was the brownish picture of the white horse. Those were the 
quietest moments that I have ever known. Then, suddenly, Edward looked me 
straight in the eyes and said: 

“Look here, old man, I wish you would drive with Nancy and me to the 
station tomorrow.”%

I said that of course I would drive with him and Nancy to the station on the 
morrow. He lay there for a long time, looking along the line of his knees at the 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

berth: (n) bunk, place, bed, position, 
post, office, spot, situation; (n, v) 
dock, wharf; (v) moor. 

brownish: (n) bronze, tan; (adj) 
chromatic, subfuscous. 

carving: (n) sculpture, carve, cut, 
statue, engraving, art, image, figure, 
etching, woodcut, bust. 

chaperon: (adj) duenna; (n, v) escort, 
chaperone, guide; (v) accompany, 
attend; (adj, v) matronize; (n) 
companion, defender, governess,  

esquire. ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
leave, abandon, desert. 

clockwork: (n) wheelwork. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccuracy, 
impreciseness, inconsistency. 

gouge: (v) swindle, deceive, beguile, 
fleece, dig, scoop, extort, defraud, 
cut; (n, v) groove, dent. 

luggage: (n) baggage, bag, gear, grip, 
thing, goods, stuff, things, trunk, 
suitcase, pack. 

mercilessly: (adv) remorselessly,  

heartlessly, unmercifully, ruthlessly, 
unfeelingly, cruelly, relentlessly, 
brutally, callously, unrelentingly, 
unkindly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
humanely, mercifully. 

presume: (v) dare, consider, believe, 
think, infer, guess, expect, esteem, 
conclude, suppose, conjecture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appreciate, despair, 
speculate. 

proposing: (adj) prosy, proponent, 
making proposals. 
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fluttering fire, and then suddenly, in a perfectly calm voice, and without lifting 
his eyes, he said: 

“I am so desperately in love with Nancy Rufford that I am dying of it.” 
Poor devil—he hadn’t meant to speak of it. But I guess he just had to speak to 

somebody and I appeared to be like a woman or a solicitor. He talked all night.%

 
Well, he carried out the programme to the last breath. 
It was a very clear winter morning, with a good deal of frost in it. The sun 

was quite bright, the winding road between the heather and the bracken was 
very hard. I sat on the back-seat of the dog-cart; Nancy was beside Edward. They 
talked about the way the cob went; Edward pointed out with the whip a cluster 
of deer upon a coombe three-quarters of a mile away. We passed the hounds in 
the level bit of road beside the high trees going into Fordingbridge and Edward 
pulled up the dog-cart so that Nancy might say good-bye to the huntsman and 
cap him a last sovereign. She had ridden with those hounds ever since she had 
been thirteen. 

The train was five minutes late and they imagined that that was because it 
was market-day at Swindon or wherever the train came from. That was the sort 
of thing they talked about. The train came in; Edward found her a first-class 
carriage with an elderly woman in it. The girl entered the carriage, Edward 
closed the door and then she put out her hand to shake mine. There was upon 
those people’s faces no expression of any kind whatever. The signal for the 
train’s departure was a very bright red; that is about as passionate a statement as 
I can get into that scene. She was not looking her best; she had on a cap of brown 
fur that did not very well match her hair. She said: 

“So long,” to Edward. 
Edward answered: “So long.” 
He swung round on his heel and, large, slouching, and walking with a heavy 

deliberate pace, he went out of the station. I followed him and got up beside him 
in the high dog-cart. It was the most horrible performance I have ever seen. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bracken: (n) fern, brake, pteridium 
aquilinum, pteridium esculentum, 
brush, pasture brake, tree fern. 

cluster: (n, v) clump, bundle, huddle, 
group, crowd; (n) batch, 
agglomeration, gang, collection, tuft; 
(v) collect. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissemble, scatter; (n) individual. 

coombe: (n) coomb, anticlinal valley. 
deer: (n) caribou, buck, fawn, stag, 

reynard, brocket, cervid, ruminant, 
roe, roebuck, hart. 

frost: (n, v) freeze, chill; (n) cold, 
hoarfrost, icing, hoar, Robert lee frost, 
failure; (adj, n) rime; (v) ice; (adj) 
frozen. ANTONYMS: (n) hot, heat, 
warmth. 

heel: (n) blackguard, dog, counter, 
cad, villain, scoundrel, shoe, sole, 
bounder, tree rest; (v) lean. 

huntsman: (n) fowler, trapper, 
hawker, huntress, falconer, 
pothunter, jaeger, seeker, tracker, 
stalker; (v) sportsman. 

slouching: (adj) clumsy, gross, rough, 
rude, rugged, awkward, slouchy, 
rickety, slumped. 

whip: (n, v) lash, strap, goad; (v) flog, 
flagellate, beat, punish, thrash, 
trounce, stir, wallop. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, return. 

winding: (n) twist, wind, turn; (adj) 
indirect, crooked, circuitous, 
meandering, twisty, wandering; (adj, 
n) twisting, twisted. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) direct, unbent. 
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And, after that, a holy peace, like the peace of God which passes all 
understanding, descended upon Branshaw Teleragh. Leonora went about her 
daily duties with a sort of triumphant smile—a very faint smile, but quite 
triumphant. I guess she had so long since given up any idea of getting her man 
back that it was enough for her to have got the girl out of the house and well 
cured of her infatuation. Once, in the hall, when Leonora was going out, Edward 
said, beneath his breath—but I just caught the words: 

 
“Thou hast conquered, O pale Galilean.” 

 
It was like his sentimentality to quote Swinburne. But he was perfectly quiet 

and he had given up drinking. The only thing that he ever said to me after that 
drive to the station was: 

“It’s very odd. I think I ought to tell you, Dowell, that I haven’t any feelings 
at all about the girl now it’s all over. Don’t you worry about me. I’m all right.” A 
long time afterwards he said: “I guess it was only a flash in the pan.” He began to 
look after the estates again; he took all that trouble over getting off the gardener’s 
daughter who had murdered her baby. He shook hands smilingly with every 
farmer in the market-place. He addressed two political meetings; he hunted 
twice. Leonora made him a frightful scene about spending the two hundred 
pounds on getting the gardener’s daughter acquitted. Everything went on as if 
the girl had never existed. It was very still weather.%

Well, that is the end of the story. And, when I come to look at it I see that it is 
a happy ending with wedding bells and all. The villains—for obviously Edward 
and the girl were villains—have been punished by suicide and madness. The 
heroine—the perfectly normal, virtuous and slightly deceitful heroine—has 
become the happy wife of a perfectly normal, virtuous and slightly deceitful 
husband. She will shortly become a mother of a perfectly normal, virtuous 
slightly deceitful son or daughter. A happy ending, that is what it works out at. 

I cannot conceal from myself the fact that I now dislike Leonora. Without 
doubt I am jealous of Rodney Bayham. But I don’t know whether it is merely a 
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conquered: (adj) overcome, 
vanquished, overwhelmed, crushed, 
subdued, profligate, routed, 
overthrown, done for, under enemy 
control, baffled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, liberated. 

deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, untrue, 
sly, artful, untrustworthy, unreliable, 
treacherous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straightforward, genuine, 
trustworthy, truthful, loyal, open,  

principled, straight, upright, faithful, 
dependable. 

infatuation: (adj) devotion, 
fascination, enchantment, gross 
credulity; (adj, n) passion, fervor, 
fanaticism; (n) crush, idolatry, love, 
hobby. ANTONYM: (n) indifference. 

sentimentality: (n) bathos, sentiment, 
sentimentalism, sentimental, 
emotionalism, emotionality, feeling, 
schmaltz, tenderness, insincere 
pathos, mushiness. 

smilingly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
brightly, cheerfully, jolly, joyfully, 
laughingly. 

triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
conquering, prideful; (adj, v) exultant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointed, 
failing, losing, defeated, miserable, 
sorrowful. 

twice: (adv) doubly, bis, two times, in 
two ways, once more; (adj) twenty. 
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jealousy arising from the fact that I desired myself to possess Leonora or whether 
it is because to her were sacrificed the only two persons that I have ever really 
loved—Edward Ashburnham and Nancy Rufford. In order to set her up in a 
modern mansion, replete with every convenience and dominated by a quite 
respectable and eminently economical master of the house, it was necessary that 
Edward and Nancy Rufford should become, for me at least, no more than tragic 
shades.%

I seem to see poor Edward, naked and reclining amidst darkness, upon cold 
rocks, like one of the ancient Greek damned, in Tartarus or wherever it was. 

And as for Nancy... Well, yesterday at lunch she said suddenly: 
“Shuttlecocks!” 
And she repeated the word “shuttlecocks” three times. I know what was 

passing in her mind, if she can be said to have a mind, for Leonora has told me 
that, once, the poor girl said she felt like a shuttlecock being tossed backwards 
and forwards between the violent personalities of Edward and his wife. Leonora, 
she said, was always trying to deliver her over to Edward, and Edward tacitly 
and silently forced her back again. And the odd thing was that Edward himself 
considered that those two women used him like a shuttlecock. Or, rather, he said 
that they sent him backwards and forwards like a blooming parcel that someone 
didn’t want to pay the postage on. And Leonora also imagined that Edward and 
Nancy picked her up and threw her down as suited their purely vagrant moods. 
So there you have the pretty picture. Mind, I am not preaching anything contrary 
to accepted morality. I am not advocating free love in this or any other case. 
Society must go on, I suppose, and society can only exist if the normal, if the 
virtuous, and the slightly deceitful flourish, and if the passionate, the 
headstrong, and the too-truthful are condemned to suicide and to madness. But I 
guess that I myself, in my fainter way, come into the category of the passionate, 
of the headstrong, and the too-truthful. For I can’t conceal from myself the fact 
that I loved Edward Ashburnham—and that I love him because he was just 
myself. If I had had the courage and virility and possibly also the physique of 
Edward Ashburnham I should, I fancy, have done much what he did. He seems 
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headstrong: (adj) intractable, dogged, 
obstinate, disobedient, unruly, 
willful, wayward, froward, rash, 
headlong; (adj, v) ungovernable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tractable, 
compliant, amenable, docile, 
malleable, agreeable, cautious. 

physique: (n) figure, form, 
constitution, shape, body, habitus, 
frame, person, size, appearance; (adj, 
n) muscle. 

postage: (n) postage stamp, token,  

seal, cast, postage expense, value or 
prepayment, mold, item, franking, 
pestle, impression. 

reclining: (adj, v) leaning; (adj) 
recumbent, decumbent, accumbent, 
lying, lying down, obligatory, idle, 
prone, prostrate; (n) relaxation. 

replete: (adj) fraught, profuse, 
excessive, inordinate, exuberant, 
overmuch, satisfied; (v) fill, take, 
satiate, cloy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
hungry. 

shuttlecock: (n) badminton, battledore 
and shuttlecock, bird, birdie, razzing, 
raspberry, hoot, hiss, fowl, doll, 
dame. 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, itinerant, 
Peripatetic, rambling; (n) tramp, 
hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) unsettled, 
erratic. ANTONYM: (n) resident. 

virility: (n) manliness, potency, 
masculinity, fertility, manfulness, 
vigour, strength, vitality, energy, 
maleness, prime. 
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to me like a large elder brother who took me out on several excursions and did 
many dashing things whilst I just watched him robbing the orchards, from a 
distance. And, you see, I am just as much of a sentimentalist as he was...%

Yes, society must go on; it must breed, like rabbits. That is what we are here 
for. But then, I don’t like society—much. I am that absurd figure, an American 
millionaire, who has bought one of the ancient haunts of English peace. I sit here, 
in Edward’s gun-room, all day and all day in a house that is absolutely quiet. No 
one visits me, for I visit no one. No one is interested in me, for I have no interests. 
In twenty minutes or so I shall walk down to the village, beneath my own oaks, 
alongside my own clumps of gorse, to get the American mail. My tenants, the 
village boys and the tradesmen will touch their hats to me. So life peters out. I 
shall return to dine and Nancy will sit opposite me with the old nurse standing 
behind her. Enigmatic, silent, utterly well-behaved as far as her knife and fork 
go, Nancy will stare in front of her with the blue eyes that have over them 
strained, stretched brows. Once, or perhaps twice, during the meal her knife and 
fork will be suspended in mid-air as if she were trying to think of something that 
she had forgotten. Then she will say that she believes in an Omnipotent Deity or 
she will utter the one word “shuttle-cocks”, perhaps. It is very extraordinary to 
see the perfect flush of health on her cheeks, to see the lustre of her coiled black 
hair, the poise of the head upon the neck, the grace of the white hands—and to 
think that it all means nothing—that it is a picture without a meaning. Yes, it is 
queer. 

But, at any rate, there is always Leonora to cheer you up; I don’t want to 
sadden you. Her husband is quite an economical person of so normal a figure 
that he can get quite a large proportion of his clothes ready-made. That is the 
great desideratum of life, and that is the end of my story. The child is to be 
brought up as a Romanist. 

 
It suddenly occurs to me that I have forgotten to say how Edward met his 

death. You remember that peace had descended upon the house; that Leonora 
was quietly triumphant and that Edward said his love for the girl had been 
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dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, gallant, 
showy, smart, snappy, impetuous, 
rakish, raffish, brave; (adj, n) spruce. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, unstylish, 
dull, bumbling, bland, awkward, 
drab, graceless. 

desideratum: (n) need, requirement, 
necessity, aim; (v) porism, problem, 
query, question. 

gorse: (n) whin, Ulex europaeus, Irish 
gorse, shrub, Goss, dyeweed, bush, 
brush, bramble, Genista tinctoria. 

lustre: (n) brilliance, gloss, brilliancy, 
grandeur, splendour, effulgence, 
splendor, shininess, shine, sheen, 
brightness. 

poise: (n) equilibrium, equanimity, 
composure, assurance, parity, 
bearing, calmness, cool, aplomb; (v) 
hover, brace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, timidity, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, agitation, panic. 

ready-made: (adj) reach-me-down, 
trite. 

robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing 
freebootery; (n) theft. 

sadden: (v) aggrieve, distress, pain, 
grieve, afflict, sad, hurt, oppress, 
dishearten, trouble, weigh down. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
gladden, please, cheer, comfort. 

well-behaved: (adj) wily, untoward, 
shrewd, sulky, perverse, oppose, 
obstinate, lovely, cunning, artful, 
crafty. 
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merely a passing phase. Well, one afternoon we were in the stables together, 
looking at a new kind of flooring that Edward was trying in a loose-box. Edward 
was talking with a good deal of animation about the necessity of getting the 
numbers of the Hampshire territorials up to the proper standard. He was quite 
sober, quite quiet, his skin was clear-coloured; his hair was golden and perfectly 
brushed; the level brick-dust red of his complexion went clean up to the rims of 
his eyelids; his eyes were porcelain blue and they regarded me frankly and 
directly. His face was perfectly expressionless; his voice was deep and rough. He 
stood well back upon his legs and said: .%

“We ought to get them up to two thousand three hundred and fifty.” A 
stable-boy brought him a telegram and went away. He opened it negligently, 
regarded it without emotion, and, in complete silence, handed it to me. On the 
pinkish paper in a sprawled handwriting I read: “Safe Brindisi. Having rattling 
good time. Nancy.” 

Well, Edward was the English gentleman; but he was also, to the last, a 
sentimentalist, whose mind was compounded of indifferent poems and novels. 
He just looked up to the roof of the stable, as if he were looking to Heaven, and 
whispered something that I did not catch. 

Then he put two fingers into the waistcoat pocket of his grey, frieze suit; they 
came out with a little neat pen-knife—quite a small pen-knife. He said to me: 

“You might just take that wire to Leonora.” And he looked at me with a 
direct, challenging, brow-beating glare. I guess he could see in my eyes that I 
didn’t intend to hinder him. Why should I hinder him? 

I didn’t think he was wanted in the world, let his confounded tenants, his 
rifle-associations, his drunkards, reclaimed and unreclaimed, get on as they 
liked. Not all the hundreds and hundreds of them deserved that that poor devil 
should go on suffering for their sakes. 

When he saw that I did not intend to interfere with him his eyes became soft 
and almost affectionate. He remarked: 

“So long, old man, I must have a bit of a rest, you know.” 
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brushed: (adj) napped, fleecy. 
compounded: (adj) combined, 

complex, compositive; (v) mingle. 
confounded: (adj) bemused, accursed, 

execrable, baffled, cursed, befuddled, 
confused, puzzled, aghast, perplexed; 
(adj, v) abashed. 

expressionless: (adj) empty, deadpan, 
blank, impassive, wooden, vacuous, 
vacant, unexpressive, unmeaning, 
inscrutable, stolid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) expressive, spirited, lively,  

demonstrative, alive, sympathetic, 
emotional. 

flooring: (n) floorboard, floors, base, 
ground, bottom, floored, level, story, 
carpeting, bell deck, bridge decking. 

frieze: (n) architrave, textile, sconce, 
pediment, material, zoophorus, 
freeze, architectural ornament, 
capital, coping stone, entablature. 

hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, hind. 

ANTONYMS: (v) help, facilitate, 
assist, prompt, encourage, promote, 
allow, support, accelerate. 

poems: (n) metrical composition, 
verse, poesy. 

rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, 
marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy, 
spanking, merry; (adv) very, real. 

reclaimed: (adj) cultivated, tame, 
domestic, rescued, disciplined, 
domesticated. 

sprawled: (adj) sprawling. 
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I %didn’t know what to say. I wanted to say, “God bless you”, for I also am a 
sentimentalist. But I thought that perhaps that would not be quite English good 
form, so I trotted off with the telegram to Leonora. She was quite pleased with it. 
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bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, 
sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, 
condemn, disapprove, damn, 
disallow, deny. 

form: (n, v) make, fashion, design, 
build, arrange, shape; (adj, n) figure; 
(v) establish, constitute, do; (n) 
ceremony. ANTONYMS: (v) deform, 
destroy. 

perhaps: (adv) mayhap, perchance,  

peradventure, possibly, probably, 
conceivably, by chance, haply, if, 
presumably; (n) might. ANTONYM: 
(adv) certainly. 

pleased: (adj) contented, glad, 
delighted, content, joyful, thankful, 
gratified, appreciative, overjoyed, 
cheerful; (adj, v) elated. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unhappy, annoyed, angry, 
worried, ashamed, disappointed, 
frustrated, sad, unsatisfied, 
ungrateful, uncomplimentary. 

quite: (adj, adv) altogether, fully, sheer, 
just; (adv) all, absolutely, completely, 
entirely, exactly, enough, well. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hardly, slightly, 
insufficiently, partially. 

wanted: (adj) welcome, cherished, 
precious, treasured, marketable, 
invited, necessary, needed, desirable, 
desired, loved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwanted, unwelcome. 
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GLOSSARY  

 
abandon: (v) relinquish, renounce, 

resign, vacate, waive, evacuate, 
desert, give up, leave, depart, throw 
away. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
support, maintain, adopt, retain, 
continue, defend; (n) restraint, 
inhibition, deliberation, control 

abandoned: (adj) immoral, profligate, 
deserted, stranded, empty, 
shameless, wicked, lonely, 
depraved, corrupt, licentious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inhabited, 
orderly, overcrowded, used, pure, 
virtuous, upright, seemly, reserved, 
principled, moral 

abnormal: (adj) aberrant, uncommon, 
unusual, odd, unnatural, strange, 
anomalous, perverted, irregular, 
atypical, monstrous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) typical, usual, Standard, 
unexceptional, straight, regular, 
average, ordinary, natural, 
customary, conventional 

aboard: (adv) afloat, afield, at home, 
there, everywhere, here, on base, 
onboard, where 

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat 

abominably: (adv) atrociously, 
awfully, terribly, repulsively, badly, 
frightfully, awful, sadly, hideously, 
sickeningly, rottenly 

abortive: (adj) fruitless, useless, 
futile, unsuccessful, vain, ineffective, 
disastrous, idle, rudimental, 
embryonic, premature. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, 
complete, productive, fruitful, 
efficient, effectual, consummated, 
effective 

abrupt: (adj) sudden, brusque, sharp, 
precipitous, steep, instantaneous, 
unexpected, swift, instant, hasty; (n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
gradual, rambling, gracious, 
courteous, polite, anticipated, kind, 

calm, protracted, deliberate 
abruptly: (adv) precipitously, rudely, 

brusquely, curtly, gruffly, shortly, 
sharply, bluntly, hastily, 
unexpectedly, steeply. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) gradually, 
civilly, attentively, kindly, politely, 
verbosely, eventually, pleasantly, 
slowly, indirectly 

absorption: (n) assimilation, 
attention, inhalation, ingestion, 
preoccupation, imbibition, 
engrossment, self-estrangement, 
amalgamation, interest, abstraction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) expulsion, 
rejection 

abstracted: (adj) absentminded, 
separate, absent-minded, abstract, 
distrait, inattentive, pensive, 
preoccupied, remote, lost, vacant. 
ANTONYM: (adj) alert 

absurd: (adj) ridiculous, foolish, 
unreasonable, irrational, 
meaningless, inept, senseless, 
nonsensical, illogical, ludicrous; (adj, 
n) silly. ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, 
reasonable, logical, wise, weighty, 
sound, consistent, serious, plausible, 
credible, acceptable 

abuse: (n, v) affront, insult, outrage, 
reproach, harm, wrong; (v) mistreat, 
injure, violate; (adj, v) maltreat, 
profane. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
respect; (v) compliment, protect, 
nurture, laud, honor, help, flatter; 
(n) compliments, kindness, flattery 

academically: (adv) eruditely, 
studiously, learnedly, speculatively, 
scholarly, theoretically, collegiately, 
abstractly, rationally, hypothetically, 
conjecturally 

accent: (v) emphasize, emphasise, 
punctuate, accentuate; (n) dialect, 
emphasis, idiom, importance, 
speech, articulation, pronunciation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attenuate, 
downplay, hide, ignore, lessen, 

minimize, slight 
acceptance: (n) recognition, 

acknowledgment, adoption, 
confirmation, assumption, approval, 
credence, welcome, accession, 
receipt, acquiescence. ANTONYMS: 
(n) refutation, dispatch, reprisal, 
protest, opposition, intolerance, 
disagreement, defiance, refusal, 
resistance, wildness 

accepting: (adj) tolerant, sympathetic, 
thoughtful, understanding, willing 
to help, yielding, lenient, acceptant, 
obliging, soft, permissive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resistant, 
uncooperative, unforgiving, severe, 
unsympathetic 

accompany: (v) attend, follow, 
companion, guide, company, lead, 
walk, associate, consort, conduct, 
concur. ANTONYMS: (v) desert, 
abandon, leave 

accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, 
fulfill, realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose 

accord: (n) agreement, consensus, 
harmony; (n, v) consent, concord, 
assent; (adj, v) agree; (v) give, 
bestow, suit, grant. ANTONYMS: 
(n) discord, strife, antagonism, 
hostility, friction, dissidence, 
dissension; (n, v) conflict; (v) 
withhold, question, oppose 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accordingly: (adv) therefore, thus, so, 
then, ergo, as a result, 
correspondingly, according, 
appropriately, as a consequence, 
properly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unsuitable 

accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
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detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 
atrocious, stranded 

accusation: (n) complaint, charge, 
accusal, blame, allegation, 
condemnation, insinuation, 
denunciation, indictment, 
inculpation, impeachment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) exoneration, 
argument, compliment 

accuse: (v) charge, incriminate, 
arraign, denounce, defame, 
criminate, indict, fault, betray, 
condemn, inculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) absolve, exculpate, exonerate, 
praise, support, clear 

achievement: (n) performance, 
completion, execution, action, act, 
fulfillment, victory, attainment; (adj, 
n) exploit; (n, v) deed; (adj) feat. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loss, washout, 
flop, defeat, debacle, abandonment 

acknowledged: (adj) accepted, 
renowned, recognized, avowed, 
known, customary, confirmed, 
admitted, affirmed, recognised; (v) 
received. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconventional, unacknowledged, 
questionable 

acorn: (n) acorn-shell, acorn squash, 
truck 

acquaintance: (n) connection, friend, 
acquaintanceship, mate, awareness, 
associate, buddy, friendship, 
intercourse, companion; (n, v) 
knowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, inexperience, 
unfamiliarity, animosity, enemy 

acquaintances: (n) associates 
acquaintanceship: (n) familiarity, 

relationship, association, friendship, 
awareness 

acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, 
intimate, thick; (adv) abreast; (v) 
inform, acquaint 

acquirement: (adj, n) 
accomplishment; (n) acquisition, 
achievement, skill, workmanship, 
craftsmanship, purchase, ability, 
mastery, science, procurement 

acquiring: (n) acquisition, getting, 
receipt, contracting, acceptance, 
appropriation, obtainment, 
occupancy, occupation; (adj) 
acquisitive, appropriative 

acquitted: (adj) not guilty, guiltless; 
(v) acquit, absolved 

acre: (n) agrimensor, Akka 
acres: (n) land, acres and perches, 

roods and perches, landed estate, 

leasehold, homestead, glebe, manor, 
freehold, fief, feoff 

actress: (n) player, actor, histrion, 
artist, thespian, performer, Terry, 
wood, shearer, young, west 

adder: (n) snake, summer, computer, 
serpent, calculator, nadder, nedder, 
common viper 

addition: (n) accession, accessory, 
increase, extension, addendum, 
accretion, attachment, appendage, 
annex, extra; (n, prep) accumulation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) removal, 
estimation, deduction, exclusion, 
decline, erosion, loss, setback 

administer: (n, v) manage, rule, 
minister, command; (v) dispense, 
distribute, give, operate, deal, 
supply, handle. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withhold, neglect, frustrate, refuse, 
deny, mismanage, take 

admirably: (adv) superbly, perfectly, 
excellently, admirable, 
marvellously, heroically, bravely, 
brilliantly, nicely, creditably, ably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) badly, 
inadequately, dishonorably, 
execrably, incompetently, poorly 

admiration: (n) esteem, adoration, 
appreciation, reverence, estimation, 
amazement, liking, awe, 
compliment; (adj, n) regard; (v) 
laud. ANTONYMS: (n) disdain, 
criticism, disapproval, contempt, 
abhorrence, loathing, disgust, 
despising, dishonor, disparagement, 
detestation 

admired: (adj) respected, admirable, 
estimable, favorite, pet, beloved, 
honored, August, loved, accepted, 
popular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
disreputable 

adolescence: (n) youth, boyhood, 
juvenility, puberty, childhood, 
immatureness, majority, minority, 
prime, pubescence, youthfulness. 
ANTONYM: (n) senescence 

adopt: (v) admit, affiliate, assume, 
borrow, espouse, take up, take, pass, 
acquire, choose, embrace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disinherit, cancel, 
discard, shun, repudiate, refuse, 
ignore, oppose 

adoration: (n) admiration, adulation, 
cult, appreciation, reverence, 
glorification, idolization, homage, 
praise; (adj, n) devotion, passion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hatred, 
detestation, despising, 
disparagement, revulsion, repulsion, 
disgust, disdain 

adored: (adj) loved, respected, 

precious, idolized, idolised, 
acclaimed, blessed, favorite, dearly 
loved, beloved, venerated 

adornment: (n) jewelry, 
embellishment, decoration, 
garnishment, accessory, trim, frill, 
passementerie, trimming, garnish, 
flower 

adroitness: (n) cleverness, ability, 
skill, deftness, facility, nimbleness, 
skillfulness, knack, finesse, art; (n, v) 
address. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uselessness, inaccuracy 

adulterated: (adj) adulterate, 
debased, unclean, dirty, corrupted, 
sophisticated, watery, sham, 
corrupt; (v) contraband, 
surreptitious 

adulteress: (n) fornicator, slut, loose 
woman, advoutress, fornicatress, 
hussy, jade, strumpet 

adultery: (n) infidelity, criminal 
conversation, adulterer, falseness, 
treachery, betrayal, faithlessness, 
love affair; (adj) advoutry, crim, 
harlotry. ANTONYMS: (n) 
faithfulness, fidelity 

advances: (v) access, approach 
adventure: (n, v) venture, chance; (n) 

accident, escapade, incident, event, 
undertaking, consequence, essay; (v) 
risk, jeopardize. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stillness, passiveness, inactivity, 
inaction, avoidance, inertia, bore 

advertisement: (n) declaration, 
advert, bill, circular, proclamation, 
notice, advertising, ad, publication, 
placard, propaganda 

advised: (adj) studied, considered, 
premeditated, deliberate, calculated, 
intended; (v) determinate, express, 
designed 

adviser: (n) advisor, counselor, 
counsel, counsellor, guide, 
prompter, teacher, advisors, 
advisers, consultants, lawyer 

advisers: (n) advisor, administration, 
board, cabinet, faculty 

affable: (adj) civil, gracious, polite, 
friendly, courteous, amiable, genial, 
approachable, sociable, decent, 
pleasant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
reserved, hostile, unfriendly, 
complaining, cold, impolite, 
miserable, grumbling, grouchy, 
distant, disdainful 

affection: (n) charity, attachment, 
fondness, heart, love, disease, 
nature, feeling, affectionateness, 
tenderness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disgust, neglect, malice, loathing, 
dislike, detachment, coldness, 
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roughness 
affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 

mild, devoted, ardent, warm, 
cordial, caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) 
fatherly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, callous, undemonstrative, 
aloof, cool, disapproving, reserved, 
antagonistic, paternal, rough 

affirmed: (adj) acknowledged, 
avowed, guaranteed 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased 

afloat: (adj) buoyant, floating, 
current, in circulation, directionless, 
undirected, rudderless; (adv) adrift, 
aboard; (v) afoot; (n) on foot 

ageing: (adj, n) aging; (n) senescence, 
maturation, maturing, ripening, 
curing, age hardening, souring, 
seasoning, depreciation; (adj) 
senescent 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, 
nervous, restive, tumultuous, 
distressed, tense, jumpy, 
overwrought, anxious, alarmed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, lethargic, 
tranquil, relaxed, assured, cool, still 

agitatedly: (adv) restlessly, 
disturbedly, uneasily, nervously, 
anxiously, restively, upsetly, 
hysterically, frenziedly, tensely, 
perturbedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
serenely, peacefully 

agonize: (v) rankle, harass, agonise, 
fret, hurt, worry, torture, torment, 
suffer; (n, v) pain; (n) rack 

agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, 
woeful, tormented, suffering, 
miserable, hurt 

agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content 

agreeableness: (n) agreeability, 
compliance, complaisance, 
compliancy, amenity, cordiality, 
obligingness, disposition, 
temperament, fitness, congruity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disagreeableness, 
unkindness 

agreeing: (adj) concurring, 
concordant, assentient, accordant, 
suitable, harmonious, in accord, in 
agreement; (n) assenting; (v) agree, 
accept. ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting 

airy: (adj) light, windy, aery, aerial, 
ethereal, insubstantial, sprightly, 
perky, volatile, aeriform, aired. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airless, hot, 

massive, wooden, weighty, 
substantial, stifling, sluggish, 
ponderous, musty, lumbering 

alarm: (n, v) alert, scare, awe, panic; 
(n) consternation, alarm clock, 
fright, alarum, terror; (v) agitate, 
horrify. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
comfort; (v) reassure, soothe, assure; 
(n) reassurance, composure, 
nonchalance, assurance, bravery, 
confidence, order 

alarming: (adj) scary, alarm, awful, 
formidable, shocking, appalling, 
awesome, dire, horrid, horrible, 
dreadful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, lovely, normal 

alcohol: (n) juice, liquor, ethanol, 
intoxicant, hooch, alcoholic 
beverage, potable, firewater, 
drinkable, spirits; (v) alcoholism 

alcoholic: (n) drunk, lush, soaker, 
souse, boozer, dipsomaniac; (adj) 
strong, spirituous, intoxicating, 
inebriating, containing alcohol. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
nonintoxicating, nonalcoholic 

algebra: (v) Nilpotent algebra, 
geometry, fluxions, analytical 
geometry, quadratics, arithmetic, 
analysis 

alien: (n) foreigner, outsider; (adj) 
strange, extrinsic, remote, exotic, 
extraneous, unfamiliar; (n, v) 
alienate; (adj, n) unknown; (v) 
estrange. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
familiar, akin, ordinary; (adj, n) 
native; (n) citizen, local 

alike: (adj) corresponding, equal, 
equivalent, cognate, analogical, 
parallel, analogous, identical, 
similar, the same, duplicate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) different, 
dissimilar, contrasting, unalike, 
disparate, unlike, opposite; (adv) 
differently, unequally, unevenly 

alliance: (n) connection, confederacy, 
combination, affinity, association, 
union, merger, organization, society, 
affiliation, coalition. ANTONYMS: 
(n) nonalignment, antagonism, 
divergence, discord, hostility, 
animosity 

alligator: (n) lagarto, mosquito, 
leather, octopus, mugger, gator, 
crocodile, crocodilian 

allowance: (n) admission, quota, 
discount, tolerance, maintenance, 
portion, margin, deduction, rebate, 
share, leave 

all-round: (adj) many-sided, 
comprehensive, thorough 

almighty: (adj) omnipotent, 

powerful, potent, great, supreme; 
(adj, n) divine; (n) lord, Jehovah, 
deity, God, godhead. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ineffectual, insignificant, lay, 
powerless, lowly 

altered: (adj) transformed, changed, 
diversified, varied, distorted, 
affected, castrated, malformed, 
misrepresented, misshapen; (v) 
battered. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unaltered, unadjusted 

altogether: (adv) absolutely, all, 
wholly, perfectly, purely, all in all, 
completely, entirely, totally, simply, 
ensemble. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
incompletely, partially 

amazed: (adj) astounded, astonished, 
stunned, dumbfounded, 
flabbergasted, shocked, staggered, 
bewildered, surprised, 
thunderstruck, aghast 

amazing: (adj) astonishing, terrific, 
wonderful, incredible, awesome, 
astounding, breathtaking, 
extraordinary, fabulous, impressive, 
tremendous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ordinary, boring, predictable, 
unremarkable, modest, insignificant, 
comforting, dire, humdrum 

amazingly: (adj, adv) wonderfully, 
stupendously, awfully; (adv) 
surprisingly, astoundingly, 
extraordinarily, spectacularly, 
marvelously, fabulously, terrificly, 
terrifically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
predictably, mildly 

ambition: (n) aim, hope, goal, drive, 
ambitiousness, wish, dream, 
purpose, target, objective, intention. 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, 
contentment, sloth, laziness, 
lethargy 

amends: (n) atonement, 
compensation, recompense, 
satisfaction, redress, damages, 
reprisal, indemnity, requital; (n, v) 
restitution, restoration 

amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, 
nice, lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold 

amidst: (adv, prep) among; (adv) 
amongst; (prep) between, midst, 
into 

ample: (adj) abundant, big, broad, 
copious, large, plentiful, heavy, 
liberal, roomy, affluent, 
considerable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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small, meager, insufficient, scarce, 
sparse, scant, cramped, narrow, 
partial, sketchy, slender 

amused: (adj) amusing, smiling, 
tickled pink, pleased, diverted 

amusing: (adj) humorous, fun, 
pleasant, entertaining, risible, 
comical, diverting, enjoyable, 
laughable, agreeable, pleasing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tragic, boring, 
unpleasant, unfunny, tiring, grim, 
depressing, sad, annoying, heavy, 
serious 

anaesthetic: (n) anesthetic, 
anaesthesia, anesthesia, narcosis, 
opiate, anesthetic agent; (v) general 
anaesthetic, tranquilizer, sleeping 
pill, sedative, relaxant 

ancestors: (n) family, ancestor, 
lineage, pedigree, parents, majority, 
intimates, genealogy, family tree, 
associates, relatives 

anchorage: (n) berth, port, mooring, 
moorage, encampment, roads, 
harbor, dock, road, moorings, haven 

anchored: (adj) fixed, immobile, 
stationary, secure, stable, firm; (v) 
rock solid, moored, on a rock, 
tethered 

anecdote: (n) tale, account, yarn, 
narrative, story, fable, relation, ana, 
fiction, trait, gossip 

anger: (n) fury, rage, displeasure, 
resentment, indignation; (v) incense, 
offend, irritate, exasperate; (adj) 
angry; (n, v) wrath. ANTONYMS: 
(v) placate, pacify, tickle; (n) 
pleasure, composure, glee, affection, 
serenity, goodwill, forbearance; (n, 
v) calm 

angina: (n) angina pectoris, 
cardiopathy, sore throat, heart 
disease, croup; (v) twinge, stomach 
ache, twitch, heartburn, gripe; (adj) 
croupy 

angle: (n, v) hook, incline, tilt; (v) 
lean; (n) view, viewpoint, aspect, 
position, point of view, pitch, 
perspective 

anglican: (adj) Slavic 
anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) 

torment, agony, torture, distress, 
misery, suffering, despair, grief, 
sorrow. ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, 
happiness, calm, euphoria, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, 
hopefulness 

animated: (adj) alive, lively, animate, 
perky, spirited, sprightly, brisk, 
cheerful, quick, vivacious, airy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, dull, 
blank, lifeless, spiritless, stiff, 

unanimated, bored, impassive, 
unexciting, dead 

animation: (adj, n) life, vivacity; (n) 
liveliness, vitality, activity, spirit, 
exhilaration, dash, energy, 
buoyancy; (adj) alacrity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 
lifelessness, inertness, inertia, 
sluggishness, boredom 

announce: (v) advertise, declare, 
enunciate, proclaim, return, 
promulgate, publicize, publish, tell, 
communicate, foretell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, conceal, 
repress, request 

announcement: (n) annunciation, 
advertisement, declaration, release, 
statement, communication, report, 
proclamation, promulgation, 
pronouncement, intimation. 
ANTONYM: (n) request 

answering: (adj) respondent, 
responsive, according, agreeing, 
responsory; (n) respondency 

anticipate: (v) expect, foretell, think, 
forecast, forestall, calculate, 
estimate, predict, prevent, presume, 
guess. ANTONYM: (v) doubt 

antique: (adj) old, antiquated, 
obsolete, aged, antiquarian, musty, 
quaint, outmoded, antediluvian, 
outdated; (n) relic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) modern; (adj) recent, fresh, 
current, contemporary 

anxious: (adj) uneasy, alarmed, 
thoughtful, fearful, apprehensive, 
agitated, keen; (adj, v) nervous, 
tense, solicitous, jumpy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
confident, rational, unconcerned, 
undisturbed, untroubled, assured, 
comfortable, cool, apathetic 

anyhow: (adv) somehow, at any rate, 
in any case, whatever, in any event, 
regardless, however, though, 
besides, nonetheless, one way or 
another 

apache: (n) hoodlum, highbinder, 
assassin 

apartment: (n) residence, lodging, 
suite, place, dwelling, chamber, 
room, abode, house, home, 
accommodation 

appalling: (adj, v) shocking, grim, 
terrific; (adj) alarming, dire, ghastly, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, 
atrocious, vile. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasant, admirable, lovely, 
encouraging, laudable, comforting, 
pleasing, agreeable, honorable, 
appealing, humane 

appearances: (n) show, semblance, 

outlook, indicia 
appearing: (adj) seeming, beseen, 

emergent, accomplished; (n) coming 
into court; (prep) liking; (adj, adv) 
prima facie 

appetite: (n, v) desire; (n) appetence, 
appetency, relish, inclination, 
stomach, taste, thirst, passion, 
liking, gusto. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dislike, repulsion, revulsion, apathy, 
distaste 

apple: (n) Malus pumila, pome, earth, 
city, world, orchard apple tree; (v) 
apple slump, ball; (adj) green 

applying: (adj) applicatory, 
applicative 

appoint: (v) assign, accredit, 
designate, set, prescribe, delegate, 
create, make, commission, fix; (n, v) 
name. ANTONYMS: (v) dismiss, 
fire, unfurnish, expel, dismantle, 
discharge, strip, elect, change 

appreciate: (adj, v) understand, 
realize; (v) esteem, treasure, prize, 
fathom, appraise, comprehend, 
admire, acknowledge, apprize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) scorn, disregard, 
ignore, neglect, disparage, 
underrate, underestimate, dislike, 
overlook, assume, undervalue 

appreciative: (adj) grateful, 
supportive, indebted, appreciatory, 
complimentary, sympathetic, 
understanding, sensitive, 
discriminating, pleased, obliged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unkind, 
derogatory, uncomplimentary, 
disapproving, unsympathetic, 
negative 

apprenticeship: (n) situation, 
position, spot, berth, post, office, 
instruction, education, training, 
prenticeship, apprenticehood 

approaching: (adj) future, 
forthcoming, impending, imminent, 
oncoming, near; (adj, n) coming; (n, 
v) approach; (adv) nearly, almost; 
(prep) toward 

appropriately: (adv) befittingly, 
fittingly, rightly, becomingly, fitly, 
aptly, correctly, appositely, 
pertinently, decently, relevantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unsuitably, 
incorrectly, wrongly 

approving: (n) adoption, 
appreciation, admiration, 
acceptance; (adj) good, approbative, 
approbatory, sympathetic, 
favourable; (adv) approvingly; (v) 
approve. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
against, mocking, scornful, critical, 
negative, uncomplimentary; (n) 
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disapproval 
approximately: (adv) roughly, nearly, 

almost, generally, around, some, 
just, closely, relatively, proximately; 
(adv, n) approximatively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) exactly, 
definitely, accurately 

arbitrary: (adj) optional, capricious, 
dictatorial, erratic, random, 
peremptory, masterful, haphazard, 
unfair, domineering, dogmatic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, 
nonarbitrary, scientific, rational, 
supported, reasoned, objective, 
circumspect, democratic, deliberate, 
logical 

arcade: (n) colonnade, arch, portico, 
piazza, arc, construction, bow, 
horseshoe, crane neck, vault, loop 

arch: (n, v) curve, bow, bend; (n) 
dome, curvature, acute; (adj) wily, 
shrewd, sly; (v) vault; (adj, n, v) 
round. ANTONYMS: (adj) smallest, 
petty, modest, minor, frank, least, 
lesser, inferior, forthright, guileless, 
humble 

archaeological: (adj) archeologic, 
archeological 

arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, 
crooked 

arching: (adj) arced, curved, bowed, 
arciform, arcuate; (n) hogging, 
curvature, upthrust 

archives: (n) records, chancery, 
record, chronicles, collection, 
compendium, deposit, repository, 
depository, file, roll 

archly: (adv) mischievously, sly, 
wickedly, playfully, waggishly, 
roguishly, shrewdly, wily, 
consummately, roundly, craftily 

arguing: (n) controversy, contention, 
disputation, contestation, polemics, 
tilt; (v) argue; (adj) quarrelsome, 
argumentative 

arise: (v) appear, emerge, result, 
issue, mount, proceed, originate, get 
up, ascend, awake, stand up. 
ANTONYMS: (v) end, sit, recline, 
stop, retire, disappear, descend, 
cease, fade 

arisen: (adj) risen 
arising: (n) emanation 
armchair: (n) fauteuil, easy-chair, 

seat, easy chair, chair, lounger, 
recliner, elbowchair 

arouse: (v) wake, stir, agitate, excite, 
awaken, stimulate, anger, kindle, 
provoke, raise; (n, v) rouse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) calm, dampen, 

stifle, sedate, quiet, pacify, bore, 
allay, lull, quench, suppress 

aroused: (adj) ablaze, aflame, 
passionate, hot, agitated, inflamed, 
susceptible, tense, fascinated, 
emotional, elated 

arranged: (adj) settled, regular, 
prepared, orderly, fixed, organized, 
ready, tidy, straight, ordered, neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disorderly, 
disorganized, changing, 
unprepared, untidy 

arranging: (n) arrange, arrangements, 
disposition, composing, 
composition, order, position, set, 
orchestration, organization, 
agreement 

arrest: (n, v) halt, check, catch, 
capture, hold, collar; (n) 
apprehension, custody; (v) 
apprehend, retard, inhibit. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) discharge; (v) 
liberate, promote, forward, 
encourage, activate, advance, 
prompt, help; (n) freeing, liberation 

arrive: (n, v) come, appear; (v) 
mature, reach, attain, succeed, turn 
up, land, fall, get in, show. 
ANTONYMS: (v) go, depart, fail, 
fall, lose, exit 

arrogant: (adj) imperious, proud, 
haughty, presumptuous, dogmatic, 
insolent, conceited, overbearing, 
hoity-toity, egotistical, domineering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, 
unassuming, insecure, subservient, 
meek, considerate, deferential 

arrogated: (adj) reserved, assumed 
ascertain: (v) determine, find out, 

learn, discover, check, tell, control, 
find, ensure, detect; (adj, v) 
establish. ANTONYM: (v) disprove 

ascertained: (adj) discovered, 
determined; (v) absolute, 
recognized, received, noted, 
notorious, decisive, unmistakable, 
unequivocal, positive 

ashamed: (adj) hangdog, guilty, 
embarrassed, sheepish, remorseful, 
regretful, bashful, disconcerted, 
contrite, chagrined; (v) dashed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, arrogant, 
unremorseful, unashamed, pleased, 
blatant, bold, happy, unabashed, 
unrepentant 

asia: (n) orient, Africa, goose grass, 
Potentilla anserina, silverweed, east 

asleep: (adj) sleeping, deceased, 
sleepy, dormant, numb, dead, sound 
asleep, snoozing, slumbering, 
napping, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
up, attentive, alert, conscious 

aspiration: (n) ambition, longing, 
ambitiousness, purpose, dream, 
wish, hankering, inhalation, want, 
goal; (n, v) desire 

aspirin: (n) Bayer, Empirin, salicylate, 
painkiller, analgesic, Bufferin, 
anodyne 

assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, 
approval, agreement, compliance, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) 
disagreement, refusal, resistance 

assizes: (n) court of assize 
associations: (n) association, 

relations, connections, relationships, 
dealings, relatives 

assurance: (n) confidence, guarantee, 
belief, pledge, security, promise, 
sureness, poise, conviction, nerve, 
warrant. ANTONYMS: (n) doubt, 
uncertainty, mistrust, lie, fiction, 
awkwardness, timidity, clumsiness 

assure: (n, v) certify, warrant, vouch; 
(v) secure, persuade, satisfy, 
reassure, affirm, promise, ascertain; 
(adj, v) ensure. ANTONYMS: (v) 
alarm, disclaim, deny, disbelieve, 
undermine 

assured: (adj, v) certain, sure; (adj) 
confident, guaranteed, positive, 
definite, assertive, confirmed, 
convinced, reliable, safe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
doubtful, unsure, troubled, timid, 
questionable, hesitant, confused, 
halting, unlikely 

astonished: (adj) astonish, 
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, 
stunned, aghast, bewildered, 
astounded, taken aback, 
thunderstruck, astonied; (v) amaze 

astonishment: (n) admiration, 
wonder, wonderment, surprise, 
marvel, stupefaction, confusion, 
consternation, awe, alarm, startle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, belief, 
contempt 

asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) 
aside, in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; 
(adj) loose, distant, adrift, aloof; (v) 
discrete, far between, free. 
ANTONYM: (adv) together 

athlete: (n) gymnast, acrobat, 
sportsman, contestant, jock, 
amateur, contender, hurdler, sport, 
athletes, wrestler 

atrocious: (adj) monstrous, awful, 
heinous, abominable, wicked, 
dreadful, frightful, terrible, bad, 
horrible; (adj, n) outrageous. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) humane, 
benevolent, drivable, elegant, 
virtuous, good, passable, fine, kind, 
admirable, tasteful 

attach: (v) append, adhere, add, affix, 
bind, link, associate, assign, nail, 
apply, annex. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undo, separate, unfasten, 
disconnect, free, deflect, dissociate, 
loosen, quit, take, unscrew 

attached: (adj) affectionate, 
committed, affiliated, associated, 
devoted, fond, loving, loyal, near, 
added; (n) attachment. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) separate, 
unmarried, unattached, vagile, free, 
distant 

attaching: (n) fastening; (adj) 
adhesive 

attachment: (n) appendix, addition, 
accessory, adherence, regard, link, 
bond, fitting, devotion, liking, 
connection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, estrangement, repulsion, 
separation, dislike 

attachments: (n) equipment 
attained: (adj) attains, attaint, 

reached, complete, earned, fulfilled 
attempted: (adj) unsuccessful 
attendance: (n) appearance, turnout, 

audience, attending, being there, 
hearing, tendance, retinue, attention, 
contribution, ministry. ANTONYM: 
(n) nonattendance 

attendant: (n) companion, follower, 
assistant, escort, subordinate, 
employee, guide, varlet; (adj) 
accompanying, concomitant, 
incidental. ANTONYMS: (n) 
superior, boss; (adj) absent, 
unrelated, significant 

attendants: (n) entourage, followers, 
retinue, tendance, persons present, 
suite 

attentive: (adj) assiduous, diligent, 
heedful, watchful, observant, 
advertent, mindful, careful, aware, 
alert, respectful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfocused, negligent, neglectful, 
forgetful, heedless, unobservant, 
rude, unprepared, unconscious, 
uncaring, inconsiderate 

attentiveness: (n) alertness, courtesy, 
thoughtfulness, consideration, 
attention, application, care, 
cautiousness, regard, heed, notice. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inattentiveness, 
distraction, neglect, negligence, 
unconsciousness, rudeness, 
carelessness, laziness 

attorney: (n) advocate, counsel, 
counselor, agent, legal 

representative, barrister, counsellor, 
solicitor, factor, prosecutor, 
ambulance chaser 

attorneys: (n) lawyers, bar 
attracted: (adj) paying attention, 

concerned, enamored, enthusiastic, 
interested, involved, amatory 

attractiveness: (n) appeal, allure, 
charm, allurement, affinity, beauty, 
enticement, grace, loveliness, 
adorableness, animal magnetism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unattractiveness, 
unpleasantness, repulsiveness, 
repulsion, infamy, awkwardness 

attribute: (adj, n) quality, property; 
(n, v) assign; (n) feature, emblem, 
characteristic, peculiarity, mark; (v) 
credit, impute, accredit 

auction: (n, v) sale; (v) auctioneer, 
auction off, sell; (n) bidding, auction 
sale, auction bridge, cant, portsale, 
Dutch auction, angle 

audacity: (n) nerve, audaciousness, 
effrontery, arrogance, temerity, 
cheek, impertinence, insolence, 
courage; (n, v) impudence; (adj, n) 
presumption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, propriety, decorum, 
circumspection, courtesy, fear, 
respect, spinelessness, reticence 

audible: (adj) plain, hearable, 
distinct, detectable, sounding, sharp, 
sonic, definite, discernible, 
perceptible, sensory. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inaudible, unintelligible, 
undetectable, silent, faint 

aunt: (n) uncle, auntie, aunty, father's 
younger brother's wife, father's 
older brother's wife, mother's sister, 
kinswoman, nephew, niece, paternal 
aunt, maternal uncle's wife 

automatically: (adv) instinctively, 
involuntarily, spontaneously, 
unconsciously, unthinkingly, 
perfunctorily, automatedly, reflexly, 
impulsively, reflexively, intuitively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) consciously, 
physically, doubtfully, manually 

automobile: (n) auto, motor vehicle, 
bus, machine, vehicle, jalopy, sports 
car, cab, motorcar, motor car, 
ambulance 

avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness 

aversion: (n) antipathy, distaste, 
abhorrence, disinclination, dislike, 
grudge, aversation, nausea, enmity, 
revulsion; (n, v) disgust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attraction, love, 

inclination, predilection, desire, 
fondness, goodwill 

averting: (n) aversion, prevention; 
(adj) defensive 

avoided: (adj) unpopular 
avow: (v) affirm, assert, declare, 

protest, confess, attest, asseverate; 
(adj, v) admit, acknowledge, own; 
(n, v) aver. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disavow, renounce, refute, disclaim, 
condemn, censure 

awake: (v) wake, awaken, realize, 
waken; (adj) alive, alert, attentive, 
conscious, keen, intelligent; (adj, v) 
broad awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconscious, sleeping, comatose, 
sleepy, relaxed; (v) deaden, lull, 
sleep 

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested 

awful: (adj) fearful, dreadful, terrible, 
abominable, appalling, nasty, 
abhorrent, atrocious, bad, horrible, 
lousy. ANTONYMS: (adj) excellent, 
wonderful, marvelous, great, lovely, 
nice, pleasant, beautiful, pleasing, 
good, minor 

awkward: (adj) inconvenient, clumsy, 
embarrassing, uncomfortable, 
ungainly, untoward, crude, inept, 
sticky, left-handed, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, easy, 
adroit, manageable, straightforward, 
simple, dexterous, rotund, 
convenient, helpful, skillful 

awoke: (adj) awakened 
babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 

burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense 

babbling: (adj) loquacious, telltale, 
voluble, blatant, blathering, 
blithering, gabbling, garrulous, 
jabbering; (n) stultiloquy, 
stultiloquence 

backed: (adj) upheld, support, 
backed up, coated, lined 

backing: (n) aid, support, assistance, 
encouragement, supporter, 
approval, endorsement, 
accompaniment, backer, 
championship, assist. ANTONYMS: 
(n) opposition, detraction, 
undermining 

backwards: (adv) back, rearward, 
rearwards, vice versa, conversely, 
aback, abaft; (adj) upside down, 
adverse; (adj, adv) topsy-turvy; (v) 
fall back 

baedeker: (n) Karl Baedeker 
baffled: (adj) bewildered, puzzled, 

perplexed, confounded, at sea, 
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frustrated, befuddled, beaten, 
bemused, preoccupied, helpless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

baize: (n) fabric, cloth, textile, bay 
baker: (n) bakery, merchandiser, 

merchant, cook, bread maker, baxter 
balanced: (adj) equal, firm, well-

balanced, steady, stable, staid, 
regular, suitable, harmonious, 
uniform, symmetrical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfair, 
unbalanced, unsettled, 
unsymmetrical, uncertified, 
asymmetrical, disproportionate, 
imbalanced, unequal, uneven, 
irrational 

balancing: (adj, n) matching; (n) 
bringing into state of equilibrium, 
adjustment, equalization, equipoise, 
reconciliation, redress, wheel 
balancing, balancing accountancy, 
comparison; (adj) libratory 

bald: (adj) hairless, simple, austere, 
meager, raw, barefaced, stark, plain, 
nude, naked; (adj, v) threadbare. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ornate, furry, 
hirsute, woolly, embellished, 
adorned, decorated 

baldly: (adv) nakedly, barely, plainly, 
frankly, bleakly, nudely, flatly, 
dully, starkly, drily, forthrightly 

baldness: (n) nakedness, hairlessness, 
austerity, condition, status, 
bareness, starkness, bluntness, 
emptiness, male pattern baldness, 
phalacrosis. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hairiness, furriness 

balls: (n) guts, family jewels, 
intestinal fortitude, nerve, spirit, 
tenacity, valor, audacity, prowess 

bally: (adj) blooming; (adv) festivally 
banded: (adj) connected, striped, 

agouti, with stripes, stripy, belted 
banking: (n) finance, banking system, 

pusher operation, inclination; (adj) 
financial, sloping 

bank-note: (n) greenback 
bankruptcy: (n) bust, failure, 

insolvency, smash, ruin, proceeding, 
proceedings, indebtedness, 
recession, crash, liquidation 

bare: (adj) naked, austere, bald, stark, 
bleak, exposed, desolate, plain; (adj, 
v) empty, vacant; (v) show. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cultivated, 
ornate, concealed, elaborate, 
adorned, decorated, dressed, 
clothed, embellished; (v) cover, 
conceal 

bareness: (n) nakedness, nudity, 
austerity, starkness, emptiness, 
nudeness, bleakness, baldness, 

blankness, barrenness, plainness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lushness, clothed, 
cheerfulness, warmth 

bargain: (adj, n, v) cheap; (n, v) 
covenant, deal; (n) agreement, 
treaty, arrangement, buy, chaffer; (v) 
exchange, stipulate, agree. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inflated 

bargaining: (n) haggle, chaffer, 
negotiation, business, parley, 
negotiations, deal, dealing, traffic, 
talks, haggling 

barmaid: (n) mixologist, waitress, 
bartender, barkeep, barkeeper 

baron: (n) king, magnate, earl, lord, 
tycoon, businessman, thane, 
nobleman, top executive, man of 
means; (v) man 

baseness: (n) meanness, 
despicability, evil, depravity, 
wickedness, dirtiness, unworthiness, 
iniquity, infamy, lowness, villainy. 
ANTONYM: (n) goodness 

basil: (n) common basil, herb, 
sheepskin, Ocimum, genus 
Ocimum, basan, aromatic plant 

basket: (n) cage, hamper, basketful, 
creel, Corf, coop, bucket, spinner 
basket, bassinet, containerful, cradle 

bathing: (n) bathe, bath, shower, 
diversion, recreation, dip, washing, 
wash, purification, washup 

baths: (n) pool, bath, spring 
bayard: (n) stallion, gelding, seigneur 

de Bayard, chevalier de Bayard, 
jennet, genet 

beacon: (n, v) guide; (n) cairn, flare, 
pharos, lighthouse, signal, light, 
watchtower, beacon light, buoy, sign 

beads: (n) pearls, chaplet, censer, pax, 
patera, host, cross, pyx, reliquary, 
rood, thurible 

beam: (n) ray, timber, balance beam; 
(n, v) blaze, glow, flash, smile; (adj, 
v) shine; (v) grin, air, radiate. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) scowl; (v) 
darken, dim, dull, frown; (n) 
darkness 

bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, 
whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, 
shagged, echinate 

bearing: (n, v) demeanor; (n) manner, 
direction, deportment, conduct, 
attitude, aspect, approach, 
appearance, respect, air. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insignificance, 
irrelevance; (adj) nonbearing 

beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; 
(adj) bear. ANTONYM: (n) man 

beastly: (adj) animal, disgusting, 
horrid, bestial, brute; (adj, v) nasty, 
abominable, offensive; (adv) ugly, 
brutally, brutely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) civilized, cultured, kind, good, 
refined, humane, inoffensive; (adj) 
lovely, pleasant 

beasts: (n) stock 
beaten: (adj) overpowered, routed, 

conquered, overcome, prostrate, 
frothy, trounced, worsted; (v) beat, 
lose, fail. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartened, uplifted, triumphant, 
encouraged, loose 

beautifully: (adv) exquisitely, nicely, 
gorgeously, splendidly, 
handsomely, attractively, superbly, 
charmingly, divinely, grandly, 
elegantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unappealingly, tastelessly, 
abysmally, harshly, horribly, badly 

bedding: (n) litter, bed, bed linen, 
quilt, cover, stratification, spread, 
blanket, bed clothing, bottom, 
foundation 

beef: (n, v) grumble, moan, grouse, 
squawk, groan; (n) complaint, ox, 
fuss, beeves; (v) grouch, complain. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impotence, praise; 
(v) rejoice 

beforehand: (adv) previously, ahead, 
in advance, in anticipation, first; 
(adj, adv) early, aforehand; (adj) 
advance, already, afore; (n) prior. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) afterwards, 
afterward, later, late, subsequently 

beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) 
beseeching, entreating, mendicant, 
imploring, suppliant, vagabond 

beginnings: (n) origin, root, early 
stages, early period, first phase 

behalf: (n) sake, part, interest, 
behoof, defense, lieu, good, stead, 
score, service, side 

behave: (n, v) conduct, exercise; (v) 
bear, deal, deport, operate, perform, 
acquit, walk, react, go. 
ANTONYMS: (v) misdemean, 
malfunction 

bell: (n, v) chime; (n) gong, 
Alexander Graham Bell, ring, 
doorbell, handbell, tocsin, alarum, 
Alexander Bell, buzz, angelus 

bells: (n) addition, approval, 
matrimony, marriage, approbation, 
wedding 

belong: (v) appertain, pertain, lie, go, 
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belong to, attach, dwell, consist, 
come, rank, stand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
separate, disagree, disassociate, 
leave, quit, differ 

belonging: (adj) appertaining, 
appertinent, apropos, apposite; (n) 
household, family, appendage, 
appurtenance, intimacy, 
commodity, closeness. ANTONYM: 
(n) antipathy 

beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
detested, despised, disliked 

bench: (n) banquette, chair, 
workbench, court, terrace, bank, bar, 
judicatory, Ottoman, board, form 

benevolent: (adj) good, charitable, 
generous, kind, philanthropic, 
gracious, loving, amiable; (adj, n) 
beneficent, compassionate, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) malicious, 
unfeeling, mean, selfish, unkind, 
misanthropic, nasty, hardhearted, 
inhumane 

benignantly: (adv) graciously, 
beneficently, benevolently, 
humanely, courteously, mildly, 
gentlely, kindly, goodly, mercifully 

bent: (adj) curved, arched, deformed, 
crooked; (n) propensity, inclination, 
fancy, leaning, flair, gift, curvature. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
inability, aversion; (adj) 
undetermined, undecided, 
uncurved, uncaring, rigid, unbent 

bernard: (n) Claude Bernard 
berth: (n) bunk, place, bed, position, 

post, office, spot, situation; (n, v) 
dock, wharf; (v) moor 

besides: (adv) as well, moreover, too, 
furthermore, again, as well as, 
anyway, additionally; (prep) apart 
from, beside; (adj, adv) more 

bestowed: (adj) presented, conferred, 
awarded, accurate 

bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken 
aback, addled, disoriented; (adj, v) 
lost. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressed, clear, oriented, 
precise, understanding, alert 

bewilderment: (n) astonishment, 
quandary, confusion, surprise, 
wonder, bemusement, maze, chaos, 
jumble, mess; (adj, n) perplexity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, clarity 

biblical: (adj) prophetic, sacred 
bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 

charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 

direction, fiat; (adj) imperative 
billiard: (n) pool, one thousand 

billions 
billiards: (n) billa, pingpong, 

pyramids, pool, bagatelle 
bind: (adj, v) attach, fix, fasten, affix; 

(n) band; (v) bandage, lace, fetter, 
bundle, truss, combine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untie, unbind, 
free, unfasten, unravel, permit, 
loosen, loose, let; (n, v) release; (n) 
pleasure 

binder: (n) bind, ligature, vehicle, 
bookbinder, cement, bond, 
harvester, protection, obligation, 
agglutinant, folder 

biography: (n) history, life story, life, 
life history, memoirs, memoir, story, 
hagiography, animation, 
biographies, resume 

birthday: (n) anniversary, date, 
celebration, natal day, bicentennial, 
Ash Wednesday 

bitter: (adj, v) acrimonious, acrid; 
(adj) sharp, acid, malicious, caustic, 
virulent, sour, resentful, keen, 
acerbic. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
charitable, hot, sugary, kind, 
wonderful, warm, pleasant, nice, 
agreeable, gentle 

bitterly: (adv) bitingly, sourly, 
fiercely, cruelly, caustically, harshly, 
poignantly, piercingly, cuttingly, 
rancorously, acrimoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) harmoniously, 
sweetly, warmly, gladly, agreeably, 
kindly, friendly 

bitterness: (n) acerbity, animosity, 
gall, malice, resentment, enmity, 
acridity, acidity, bitter, rancor, 
sharpness. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
happiness, harmony, kindness, 
blandness, friendliness, goodwill, 
idealism, affection 

blackguard: (n) ruffian, rogue, dog, 
rascal, heel, hound, cad; (adj) base, 
vile; (v) vituperate, revile 

blackish: (adj) dark, achromatic 
blackmailer: (n) extortionist, 

malefactor, outlaw, felon, crook, 
racketeer, criminal 

blackmailing: (n) strike 
blackness: (n) black, darkness, sable, 

gloom, nigritude, night, inkiness, 
dark, murk, murkiness, obscurity 

blacksmith: (n) farrier, horseshoer, 
forger, locksmith, metalworker, 
sailmaker, wheelwright, smithy, 
smith 

blade: (n) knife, beau, foil, falchion, 
cutlass, sword, leaf, shaft, razor, 
brand, steel 

blame: (v) arraign, chide; (n, v) 
reprimand, censure, attack, charge, 
reproach, rap, rebuke, fault; (n) 
onus. ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
absolve, exonerate, commend, clear, 
acquit; (n) vindication, exoneration, 
honor, absolution, glory 

blamed: (adj) goddamned, goddamn, 
damned, goddam, infernal, 
damnable, ageless, answerable, 
beatified, blessed, aeonian 

blank: (adj) bare, empty, unfilled, 
pure, vacant, clean; (n) space, 
blankness, form, vacuity; (v) addle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) full, expressive, 
used, understanding, thoughtful, 
incomplete, marked, filled, excited, 
lively, aware 

bled: (v) bleed; (n) bulla 
bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, 

sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, 
condemn, disapprove, damn, 
disallow, deny 

blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
condemned, damned, disapproved, 
unhappy, unholy, secular 

blessing: (n) benediction, approval, 
mercy, felicity, benison, benefit, 
luck, advantage, boon, bless, 
godsend. ANTONYMS: (n) curse, 
misfortune, disaster, condemnation, 
adversity, desecration, refusal, veto, 
disadvantage 

blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, 
enhance, improve; (n) health, boon, 
bounty 

blind: (n) curtain, shutter, veil, drape, 
awning, trick; (v) bedazzle, dazzle, 
daze; (adj) sightless; (adj, v) obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sighted, 
uncovered, understanding, sharp, 
seeing, revealed, quick, perceptive, 
open, controlled, cautious 

blindfolded: (adj) blinded, 
unsighted; (n) blinder; (adv) blindly 

blinding: (adj) dazzling, blazing, 
amazingly impressive, bisson, 
blatant, fulgent, glary; (n) clogging, 
blind blocking, blindage 

blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, 
blindfold, unsightedly, 
inconsiderately, ignorantly. 
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ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
carefully, considerately, purposely 

blinking: (adj) flickering, bally, 
blooming; (adj, n) winking; (n) 
shimmer, blink, wink, twinkling, 
nictation, blink of an eye, nictitation 

blissful: (adj) happy, heavenly, 
merry, joyful, delighted, glad, 
cheerful, delightful, ecstatic, elated, 
blest. ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
grieving, sad, sorrowful, depressed, 
unpleasant, down, dreadful 

blond: (adj, v) fair; (adj, n) blonde; 
(adj) light, flaxen, pale, creamy; (n) 
someone, soul, somebody, person; 
(v) to stick together. ANTONYM: 
(adj) brunet 

bloodshot: (n) inflamed 
blooming: (adj) rosy, thriving, 

flourishing, healthy, prosperous, 
ruddy, booming, blossoming, 
cherry, verdant, green. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) arid, pale 

blow: (n) beat, knock, shock, wallop, 
gust, jolt; (adj, n, v) gasp, puff; (n, v) 
blast, slap; (v) squander. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) calm; (v) save, 
conserve, store, stillness, inhale, 
come, arrive; (n) luck, comfort, 
caress 

blowing: (n) processing, insufflation, 
bravado; (v) fanning, blow out; (adj) 
windy, breezy 

bluff: (v) beguile, delude, blague; (n) 
bravado, cheat, hill; (adj) rough, 
direct, blunt, candid; (adj, n) peak. 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, honesty; (v) 
reveal, guide; (adj) roundabout, 
suave, subtle, hesitant 

blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, 
crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness 

boatload: (n) shipment, cargo, 
carload 

bolt: (v) bar, gobble, abscond, fasten; 
(n) arrow; (adj, n) pin; (n, v) dash, 
lock, latch, escape; (adv) bang. 
ANTONYMS: (v) nibble, unbolt, 
loosen, amble, snack, wait, open, 
unfasten, stroll, saunter, unscrew 

bolted: (adj) barred, Bolten, secured, 
firm, barricaded, blockaded, bolted 
attachment, fast, fastened, latched, 
tight 

bond: (n) association, alliance, deed, 
agreement, bail, attachment, joint; 
(v) bind; (n, v) cement, band, link. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unstick, open, 
unfasten, loosen, disconnect, clash; 
(n) separation, divorce 

bonds: (n) securities, stock, stocks, 
handcuffs, irons, chains, servitude, 
common stock, confinement, 
preferred stock 

bone: (n) framework, os, skeleton, 
anatomy, ivory, astragal, true 
middlings; (adj, n, v) cartilage; (v) 
swot, gristle, prepare 

bonne: (n) ayah, nurse, biddy 
bonnet: (n) cap, protection, chapeau, 

tile, wimple, beret, lid, cowling, 
castor, poke bonnet, sunbonnet 

booming: (adj) thriving, roaring, 
flourishing, successful, loud, 
blooming, prospering, palmy, 
resonant, wealthy, deep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) failing, quiet, 
poor, weak, shrill, thin 

boot: (n, v) kick; (n) boots, 
Wellingtons, bang, gain, jackboot, 
buskin, kicking, charge, shoe, 
bootikin 

boots: (n) Bootes, bell boy, bootblack, 
counterjumper, boy, shoeblack, 
footwear 

bore: (v) dig, tire, pierce, tap, annoy, 
perforate; (n, v) bother, plague; (n) 
auger, well, gimlet. ANTONYMS: 
(v) fascinate, excite, hypnotize, 
engage, entertain, stimulate; (n) 
charmer, exciter, excitement, 
pleasure 

bored: (adj) weary, boring, blase, 
uninterested, bore, listless, jaded, 
sick, fed up, annoyed, indifferent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, fresh 

boredom: (n) weariness, monotony, 
fatigue, dullness, ennui, doldrums, 
tediousness, melancholy, 
listlessness, languor, tiresomeness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) enjoyment, 
fascination, laughter, stimulation, 
variation, enthusiasm, enthrallment, 
interest 

boring: (adj) tedious, tiresome, dull, 
annoying, bored, tame, prosaic, 
monotonous, wearisome, 
uninteresting; (n) drilling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
fascinating, varied, thrilling, 
original, gripping, inspiring, 
surprising, stimulating, attractive, 
amazing 

borrow: (v) adopt, lend, appropriate, 
to borrow, assume, take, accept, 
acquire, plagiarize, cadge, get. 
ANTONYMS: (v) give, invent, loan, 
originate, return 

borrowed: (adj) foreign, rubato, 
secondary 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 

embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 
intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

bother: (n, v) trouble, torment, worry, 
hassle, pain; (adj, n, v) fuss, bore; (v) 
vex, annoy, irritate; (n) nuisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; (v) 
soothe, please, help, aid, comfort, 
placate, encourage, defend; (n) 
accord, satisfaction 

bothered: (adj) troubled, disturbed, 
nervous, distraught, uneasy, 
concerned, upset, annoyed, 
harassed, vexed, fazed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) peaceful, 
unconcerned, pleased, serene, 
untroubled, content 

bouillon: (v) blackberry, blancmange, 
bloater, bouilli, chop suey, 
breadfruit; (n) brewis, beef tea 

bountiful: (adj) ample, abundant, 
plentiful, generous, liberal, profuse, 
fruitful, luxuriant, lush, rich, 
openhanded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, miserly, wanting, spare, 
scarce, scanty, scant, lean, lacking, 
insufficient, barren 

bowed: (adj) arched, curved, inclined, 
crooked, arciform, arching, arced, 
bandy, arcuate, twisted, bended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
concave, plucked 

bowels: (n) gut, compassion, pity, 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, 
guts, insides, intestines 

bowery: (adj) leafy; (n) skid row 
bowl: (n) basin, plate, hollow, 

stadium, container, arena, 
depression, porringer; (v) hurl, toss, 
troll 

boxed: (adj) bordered, enclosed 
boxes: (n) auditory, pit, parquet, 

gallery, box, case, front of the house, 
bleachers, stalls 

boxing: (n, v) pugilism; (adj) fighting; 
(n) fisticuffs, packing, bout, 
sparring, inclosure, envelopment, 
enclosure, enclosing, casing 

bracelets: (n) trinkets, jewels, 
necklaces, charms, costume jewelry, 
ornaments 

bracken: (n) fern, brake, pteridium 
aquilinum, pteridium esculentum, 
brush, pasture brake, tree fern 

brainy: (adj) smart, knowledgeable, 
bright, brilliant, clever, acute, sharp, 
intellectual, alive, knowing, astute. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thick, 
unintelligent, dim, intuitive 

branches: (n) branch, brushwood 
brand: (n, v) mark, class; (adj, n, v) 

stigma; (adj, n) blot, stain; (n) type, 
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blade, brand name, badge, kind, 
sort. ANTONYMS: (v) praise; (n) 
honor, glory 

brandy: (n) applejack, spirits, 
brandies, liquor, Brandywine, Marc, 
fruit brandy; (v) brandy smash 

brass: (n, v) face; (adj, n) boldness; (n) 
nerve, cheek, administration, 
audaciousness, insolence, arrogance; 
(adj) bronze; (v) assurance, 
impudence 

breaking: (n) breakage, breach, 
violation, infringement, 
contravention, smash, rift, 
scutching, shift, intermission; (v) 
deaden 

breast: (n) boob, udder, tit, titty, 
chest, knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, 
heart; (n, v) front 

breasts: (n) chest, booby 
breech: (n) behind, bottom, croup, 

tail, buttock, backside scut, backside, 
loin, dorsum, buttocks, breeches 

breed: (n) variety, race, kind, 
ancestry, sort, order, species; (v) 
engender, multiply, beget, bear. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, eradicate, 
ignore, kill, neglect, quell 

breviary: (n) epitome, portass, 
portuary, condensation, synopsis 

brick: (n) adobe, block, rough 
diamond, ugly duckling, lump, unit, 
red; (adj) trump, concrete; (v) pot, 
terra cotta 

bride: (n) fiance, Bridget, Brigid, saint 
Brigid, saint Bridget, honeymooner, 
prioress, newlywed, participant, 
wife, bridegroom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bridegroom, groom 

bridled: (adj) pent-up 
brightly: (adv) vividly, luminously, 

radiantly, gaily, clearly, shiningly, 
intensely, cheerfully, smartly, 
bright, lustrously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) gloomily, drearily, bleakly, 
stupidly, dully, blankly, seriously, 
pessimistically 

brightness: (n) luminance, light, 
shine, clarity, lustre, glow, glare, 
glitter, luminosity; (n, v) 
illumination, gloss. ANTONYMS: 
(n) cloudiness, murkiness, dimness, 
darkness, mistiness, softness, 
sadness, bleakness, dirtiness, 
pessimism; (adv) seriously 

brilliantly: (adv) brightly, 
glitteringly, gloriously, superbly, 
radiantly, shiningly, resplendently, 
splendidly, magnificently, 
dazzlingly, vividly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) incompetently, terribly, 
poorly, dimly, badly, abysmally 

broadening: (n) widening, extension, 
expansion, increase, enlargement, 
lengthening; (v) widen; (adj) 
cultural. ANTONYM: (n) narrowing 

bronchitis: (n) bronchiolitis, chronic 
bronchitis, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 

bronze: (adj, n, v) tan; (n) brown, 
brass, sculpture, statuette; (v) terra 
cotta, discolour, discolor, marble, 
plate; (adj) bronzed 

browning: (n) cooking, John Moses 
browning, Robert browning, 
Elizabeth Barrett browning, 
toasting, burnishing 

brownish: (n) bronze, tan; (adj) 
chromatic, subfuscous 

brows: (n) brow 
brushed: (adj) napped, fleecy 
brushing: (n) brush, slashing, 

hairdressing, rub, striking, combing; 
(adj) ripping. ANTONYM: (n) set 

brussels: (n) Belgian capital, 
Bruxelles 

brutality: (n) atrocity, barbarity, 
violence, cruelty, ferocity, 
savageness, harshness, callousness, 
viciousness, ferociousness, savagery. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
kindness, caring, gentility, 
humaneness, humanity 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman 

budapest: (n) capital of Hungary 
buff: (n) devotee, fan, addict, 

enthusiast, afficionado, admirer; 
(adj, n) tan, beige; (v) shine, furbish, 
polish. ANTONYMS: (v) corrode, 
dull, erode; (n) detractor 

bulb: (n) light bulb, knob, 
incandescent lamp, onion, lightbulb, 
Olfactory bulb, corm, nodule, pear, 
valve; (adj) globule 

bulbous: (adj) bulging, bellying, 
circular, bellied, inflated, spherical, 
rotund, protrusive, bulblike, 
swollen; (n) rounder 

bulk: (n) size, mass, volume, 
majority, amount, capacity, 
quantity, dimension, magnitude, 
thickness; (adj, n) lump. 
ANTONYMS: (n) minority, 
lightness 

bull: (n) rot, ox, hogwash, absurdity, 
bear, buck, guff, shit, male; (n, v) 
bullshit; (adj, n) blunder. 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, bear 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 

guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness 

bunny: (n) bunny rabbit, bonny, 
waitress, rabbit, coney, cony, bunny 
girl 

burden: (n, v) bother, weight, pack, 
burthen, trouble, clog, strain; (n) 
anxiety, bale, responsibility; (v) 
afflict. ANTONYMS: (v) relieve, 
lighten, free, disburden, alleviate, 
relax; (n, v) help; (n) tranquility, 
relaxation, peace, pleasure 

burdensome: (adj) weighty, heavy, 
arduous, cumbrous, oppressive, 
difficult, severe, unwieldy, 
troublesome, grave; (adj, v) 
cumbersome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
helpful, relieving, manageable, 
frivolous 

burma: (n) Union of Burma 
burn: (adj, v) glow; (n, v) bite, fire, 

sunburn; (v) sting, scorch, 
incinerate, blaze, flare, ignite, 
cremate. ANTONYMS: (v) smother, 
give, subdue, help, quench, repay, 
stifle, extinguish, wet 

burned: (adj) baked, scorched, 
tempered, sore, hurt, heated, 
hardened, destroyed, bleak, 
parched, adust 

burning: (adj) blazing, ablaze, 
boiling, afire, flaming, hot; (n) 
combustion, firing; (adj, n) 
passionate, zealous, glowing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, trivial, 
cool, out, painless, quenched, 
soothing, unimportant, apathetic, 
insignificant, unconcerned 

burnt: (adj) adust, heated, baked, 
torrid, sunburnt, seared, scorched, 
well done, tempered, overdone, 
combust. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
underdone, unburned, wet 

burst: (adj, n, v) crack; (adj, v) split, 
blow up, explode, splinter, detonate; 
(n, v) rupture, blast; (adj, n) flash; (v) 
break out, belch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
attach, join, connect, fasten, trickle 

bust: (adj) broke; (n, v) arrest, tear, 
capture, raid; (adj, v) bankrupt; (v) 
break, burst; (n) flop, thorax, heart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) solvent; (v) 
mend, fix, exonerate, aid, help, free, 
repair 

butler: (n) waiter, pantryman, 
attendant, valet de chambre, livery 
servant, steward, flunkey, footman, 
lackey, manservant, valet 

buttons: (n) bellboy, peyote 
cabin: (n) booth, cabana, cot, lodge, 
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stall, shed, chamber, bothy, room, 
apartment, cell. ANTONYMS: (n) 
chateau, mansion, palace 

cable: (n) line, telegram, cablegram, 
ribbon, twine, cord, guy, cable 
television; (n, v) wire, report; (v) 
telegraph 

calamitous: (adj) fatal, evil, wretched, 
fateful, deplorable, unfortunate, sad, 
black, dreadful, cataclysmic; (adj, v) 
ruinous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, beneficial, blessed, 
comforting, favorable 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, boon, 
luck, joy, opportunity 

calculated: (adj) purposeful, 
intentional, intended, conscious, 
premeditated, planned, measured, 
strategic; (adj, v) studied; (v) 
advised, designed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ingenuous, spontaneous, 
casual 

calculation: (n) account, analysis, 
estimate, forecast, computation, 
deliberation, arithmetic, assessment, 
projection; (adj, n) discretion; (v) 
estimation. ANTONYM: (n) 
ingenuousness 

caledonian: (n) American, aboriginal 
california: (n) purple Chinese houses, 

parry manzanita, innocense, 
Arctostaphylos manzanita, Golden 
State, desert Selaginella, Collinsia 
heterophylla, Collinsia bicolor, 
calcium, CA; (adj) southwestern 

calling: (n) business, occupation, call, 
avocation, job, trade, career, 
employment, walk, pursuit; (n, v) 
profession. ANTONYMS: (n) 
entertainment, hobby 

calm: (adj, n, v) assuage, appease, 
lull; (adj, v) cool, pacify, peaceful, 
easy, steady; (adj, adv, n, v) still; (n, 
v) allay; (v) mollify. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) agitated, wild, stormy, 
nervous, angry, scared, terrified, 
tense; (v) agitate, provoke; (adj, v) 
upset 

calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worried 

calmly: (adv) stilly, tranquilly, coolly, 
serenely, placidly, sedately, 
smoothly, peacefully, easily, 
undisturbedly, steadily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) anxiously, 
hysterically, nervously, agitatedly, 
uncontrollably, histrionically, 
restlessly, frantically, irritably, 

emotionally, tensely 
calmness: (n) calm, composure, 

quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, 
n) coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anxiety, nervousness, restlessness, 
panic, fury, unrest, intensity, 
discomposure, bustle, annoyance, 
noise 

calvary: (n) Golgotha, aisle, agony, 
affliction, chancel, choir, crypt, 
Easter sepulcher, martyrdom, 
ordeal, quire 

candle: (n) candela, light, taper, 
bougie, CD, candlepower, lamp, 
wax light, Standard candle; (v) 
examine, illuminate 

candlestick: (n) candelabra, sconce, 
chandelier, candle holder, girandole, 
candleholder, holder, electrolier, 
gaselier, girandola, luster 

candy: (n) bonbon, sweet, toffee, 
taffy, sugarplum, sugar candy, 
praline, lozenge, confection, 
lollipop; (adj, n) cake 

cane: (n, v) scourge, whip; (v) flog, 
beat, birch, thrash, lash; (n) stick, 
bat, rattan, twig 

canter: (n, v) run, jump; (n) amble, 
caracole, caracoler, Fisk, frisk, 
prance; (v) gallop, jog, sit 

canvas: (n) duck, sail, sheet, 
tarpaulin, cloth, tarp, burlap; (n, v) 
canvass; (v) painting, tableau, solicit 

cape: (n) headland, ness, shawl, 
tippet, coat, point, mantelet, 
promontory, mantle, capellet, 
capeskin 

capture: (v) bag, catch, carry, ensnare, 
captivate, seize, get, apprehend; (n) 
seizure, apprehension; (n, v) take. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) release, 
surrender; (v) liberate, disperse, 
free, lose, give; (n) return, liberation 

caravan: (n) camper, carriage, van, 
trailer, motor home, camping bus, 
column; (n, v) procession; (v) 
cortege, file, cavalcade. ANTONYM: 
(n) individual 

caressing: (adj) caressive, soft; (n) 
petting, foreplay, stimulation, 
dalliance, smooching, snuggling, 
arousal, hugging, cuddling 

careworn: (adj) tired, drawn, worn, 
weary, harassed, under pressure, 
wan, pinched, stressed, fraught, 
bony. ANTONYM: (adj) relaxed 

cargo: (n) burden, freight, wares, 
goods, merchandise, payload, 
shipment, weight, lading, haul; (adj, 
n) load 

caring: (adj) tender, affectionate, 

loving, fond, compassionate, 
concerned, sympathetic, kind, 
solicitous, considerate, obliging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, 
unfeeling, callous, flippant, unkind, 
inhumane, hardhearted, unhelpful, 
thoughtless, rough, paternal 

carpet: (v) cover, drape, rebuke, 
encase, row, chew out; (n) rug, 
carpeting, tapis, runner, covering 

carriage: (n) attitude, conveyance, 
cab, air, walk, position, mien, 
shipping; (n, v) transport, behavior, 
port 

carriages: (n) carriage 
carter: (n) whip, carrier, coachman, 

Jehu, drayman, wagoner, teamster, 
delivery service, cartman, hauler, 
charioteer 

carved: (adj) cut, incised, sculptured; 
(v) graven, engraved, stamped, 
fixed, imprinted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uncarved 

carving: (n) sculpture, carve, cut, 
statue, engraving, art, image, figure, 
etching, woodcut, bust 

casino: (n) cassock, gaming-house, 
gaming house, gambling den, 
gambling house, social 
establishment, hall, gambling 
casino, discotheque, disco, coterie 

casting: (n) cast, hurl, pouring, 
molding, teeming, block, Malleable 
castings, fling, to throw something a 
long distance, flinging, pelt 

casual: (adj) adventitious, careless, 
chance, occasional, nonchalant, 
irregular, easy, cursory, 
coincidental, passing, random. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
formal, thorough, careful, rushed, 
premeditated, predetermined, 
planned, serious, permanent, 
intense 

catalepsy: (adj) trance, catalepsis, 
fixity, immobility 

cataleptic: (adj) out cold, comatose, 
insensible 

catching: (adj) communicable, 
infectious, epidemic, gripping, 
transferable, zymotic; (n) discovery, 
take, playing, uncovering, getting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) 
noncommunicable 

category: (n) division, variety, type, 
kind, class, sort, level, form, gang, 
assortment, group 

cathedral: (n) church, temple, place of 
worship, house of worship; (adj) 
authoritative, parochial, official, 
cathedralic 

catholic: (adj) liberal, general, 
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universal, Christian, prevailing, 
broad-minded, tolerant, scriptural, 
schismless, divine; (n) Roman. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sectarian, 
limited, parochial, provincial, 
conservative 

cats: (n) Felidae, cates, public, people, 
order Carnivora, fissiped mammal, 
fissiped, Carnivora, bears, badgers, 
family Felidae 

cattle: (n) stock, cows, neat, bull, beef, 
bovine, livestock, ox, kine, cow, 
oxen 

caucus: (n) conclave, meeting, 
congress, gathering, conventicle, 
clique, class, committee; (v) 
forgather, foregather, assemble 

causing: (n) causation, coercion, 
compulsion; (adj) causative, 
factitive; (prep) behind 

cautiously: (adv) guardedly, 
prudently, warily, circumspectly, 
charily, discreetly, vigilantly, 
timidly, attentively, watchfully, 
sparingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
openly, irresponsibly, imprudently, 
bravely, recklessly, incautiously, 
thoughtlessly, wastefully, tactlessly, 
rashly, liberally 

caviare: (n) garlic, roe, pickle, onion, 
beluga caviar; (adj) mustard, 
cayenne 

cease: (n, v) end, finish, stop; (v) quit, 
terminate, break, break off, close, 
conclude, discontinue, abstain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) begin, start, 
commence, persist, stay 

ceased: (adj) finished 
ceiling: (n) cap, limit, maximum, 

overhead, upper limit, top, roof, 
limitation, confine, tile, thatch. 
ANTONYMS: (n) minimum, floor 

celebrate: (v) extol, keep, praise, 
acclaim, laud, honor, fete, 
solemnize, applaud, honour, 
triumph. ANTONYMS: (v) 
overlook, mourn, forget, disregard, 
condemn 

celebration: (n) anniversary, holiday, 
fair, solemnization, festival, 
commemoration, merrymaking, 
feast, party, festivity; (adj, n) 
dedication. ANTONYM: (n) 
omission 

cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; 
(n) subunit, rupee, red cent, centime 

certitude: (n) assurance, trust, 
conviction, determination, 
persuasion, faith, security, firmness, 
assuredness, resolution, confidence. 
ANTONYM: (n) indecision 

ceylon: (n) Sri Lanka, Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 
chafed: (adj) uncomfortable, sore, 

painful, galled, angry; (v) fretted, 
agitated 

chaff: (v) tease, jest, rally, mock, kid, 
jolly, joke; (n) bran, raillery, husk; 
(n, v) ridicule 

chairs: (n) seats 
chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, 

rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, 
bed, cabriole chair, chair 

challenging: (adj) defiant, difficult, 
provocative, challenge, stimulating, 
demanding, arduous, hard, 
exacting, provoking, interesting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conciliatory, 
undemanding, allied, accepting, 
accessible, simple, dull, peaceable, 
submissive 

chamber: (n) hall, bedchamber, 
cavity, cell, council, compartment, 
assembly, apartment, ventricle, 
dormitory, cubicle 

champagne: (v) chain lightning, 
cocktail; (n) sparkling wine, blonde 

chances: (n) probability, odds, 
opportunities, possibility, state, 
circumstances 

chap: (n) fellow, blighter, guy, 
crevice, cranny, crack, lad, man, 
scissure, beau, chink 

chapeau: (n) hat, lid, bonnet, bowler, 
busby, bearskin, chapewe, opera 
hat, headdress, headgear, 
deerstalker 

chapel: (n) chantry, worship, shrine, 
kirk, temple, house of God, house of 
worship, meetinghouse, oratory, 
place of worship, tabernacle 

chaperon: (adj) duenna; (n, v) escort, 
chaperone, guide; (v) accompany, 
attend; (adj, v) matronize; (n) 
companion, defender, governess, 
esquire. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withdraw, leave, abandon, desert 

chaperone: (v) matronize, entertain, 
lead, guard; (n) duenna 

characteristic: (adj, v) typical, 
representative; (adj) individual, 
distinctive, original, specific; (n) 
sign, attribute, character, point; (adj, 
n) peculiar. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
common, unusual, untypical, rare, 
abnormal, typical, atypical 

characterized: (adj) affected, formed, 
molded, cast 

charger: (n) horse, battery charger, 
steed, mount, courser, war horse, 
loader, hack, roadster, warhorse, 
destrier 

charging: (n) filling, feeding, power 
drive, decree 

charitable: (adj) kind, clement, 
gentle, benevolent, liberal, bountiful, 
philanthropic, generous, humane, 
kindly, lenient. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncharitable, mean, nasty, 
tightfisted, inhumane, selfish, 
miserly, hard, cruel, commercial, 
cheap 

charm: (n, v) allure, captivate, appeal, 
spell, fascinate, bewitch, conjure; 
(adj, v) attract; (n) amulet; (v) 
enchant, entrance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ugliness, repulsion, repulsiveness, 
awkwardness, hatefulness, 
unpleasantness; (v) repulse, offend, 
irritate, disgust, bore 

charming: (adj) beautiful, lovely, 
captivating, winning, attractive, 
enchanting, delightful, pleasing, 
nice, magic, cute. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) repellent, unpleasant, 
unappealing, repulsive, charmless, 
disgusting, gross, irritating, 
offensive, uninteresting, annoying 

chart: (n, v) plan, map, sketch, plot, 
graph, design; (n) table, graphic, 
drawing, diagram; (v) draw 

chase: (v) pursue, trail, follow, track, 
stalk, expel, banish, go after; (n, v) 
hunt, search; (n) game. 
ANTONYMS: (v) escape, lead, find, 
precede 

chasing: (n) chase, engraving; (v) 
follow, pursue 

chastisement: (n) castigation, rebuke, 
discipline, punishment, penalty, 
reprimand, chastening, reproval, 
penalization, lashing, scolding. 
ANTONYMS: (n) persuasion, 
reward 

chastity: (n) honor, purity, 
abstinence, virtue, innocence, 
chasteness, continence, modesty, 
cleanliness, austerity; (adj) honesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nymphomania, 
lewdness, adultery 

chat: (n, v) converse, talk, chatter, 
chitchat, confab, prattle; (n) 
conversation, causerie, gab; (v) 
confabulate, chaffer 

chatelaine: (n) chain, mistress 
chatter: (n, v) babble, gossip, prattle, 

gab, cackle, natter; (adj, n, v) jabber; 
(adj, v) prate, palaver; (v) blabber, 
patter. ANTONYM: (v) drawl 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter 

cheap: (adj) tacky, low, stingy, base, 
flashy, worthless, sleazy, shabby, 
niggardly, mean, economical. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) expensive, 
costly, tasteful, generous, luxurious, 
quality, noble, inflated, precious, 
dear, steep 

cheaply: (adv) commonly, shoddily, 
tawdrily, stingily, meanly, trashily, 
flashily, economically, tackily, 
vulgarly, chintzily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) extravagantly, luxuriously, 
tastefully 

cheating: (n) cheat, dishonesty, 
imposition, imposture, fraud, 
duplicity, deception, chicanery; (adj) 
dirty, cunning, deceiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, faithful; 
(n) honesty, truthfulness 

checked: (adj) checkered, chequered, 
check, plaid, examine, temperate, 
tartan, silent, safe, pent-up, 
numbered 

cheek: (n) audacity, nerve, brass, 
boldness, impertinence, face, lip, 
mouth, gall, insolence, impudence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, 
cowardice, timidity, humbleness, 
meekness, reticence, seriousness; (v) 
praise 

cheeks: (n) Gemini, twins, couple, 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet 

cheer: (v) animate, applaud, amuse, 
hearten, inspire, lighten; (n, v) 
comfort, delight, cry; (adj, v) 
embolden; (n) consolation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, boo, 
uncheerfulness, hiss, pessimism, 
raspberry; (v) depress, discourage, 
dissuade, complain, jeer 

cheerful: (adj, v) buoyant; (adj) 
breezy, merry, optimistic, pleasant, 
glad, blithe, carefree, bright, lively, 
happy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, gloomy, sad, depressing, 
grim, hopeless, miserable, morose, 
somber, dejected, unwelcoming 

cheerfully: (adj, adv) gladly; (adv, v) 
happily; (adv) merrily, readily, 
brightly, jovially, cheerily, genially, 
chirpily, lively, blithely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bleakly, 
dismally, grimly, sullenly, 
unhappily, somberly, sadly, 
grudgingly, gloomily, dourly, 
forlornly 

cheque: (n) draft, bank check, bridle, 
checkout, check mark, bad check, 
arrest; (v) check out, check up on, 
check over, check into 

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, 
treasure, entertain, cultivate, bosom, 
prize, esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, 
foster. ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, 
reject, denounce, despise, neglect 

chessman: (n) castle, chess piece, 
man, piece, queen, pawn, knight, 
king, rook, horse 

chestnut: (adj, n) auburn, 
commonplace; (n) chestnut tree, 
sweet chestnut, wood, anecdote, 
joke, banality; (adj) bay, trite, 
castaneous 

chevalier: (n) maharaja, nawab, 
palsgrave, pasha, rajah, waldgrave, 
knight, Maurice chevalier 

chicago: (n) boodle, Windy City, 
cabbage, Michigan, Newmarket, 
stops 

chicken: (n) fowl, hen, broiler, 
coward, cock, poultry, weakling, 
nestling; (adj) yellow, fearful, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYM: (n) 
daredevil 

childhood: (n) babyhood, boyhood, 
immaturity, infancy, puerility, 
youth, youthhood, immatureness, 
adolescence, age, anal phase. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) recent; (n) 
maturity 

childish: (adj) childlike, naive, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
old, wise, adult, jaded 

childless: (adj) sterile, unfruitful, 
issueless, infertile, bare, bereaved, 
bleak, unkind, unproductive, orbate 

chill: (adj, v) cool; (adj, n) cold; (adj) 
bleak, icy, chilly, frosty, depressing; 
(v) freeze, dispirit, damp; (n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
warm; (n) warmth, warmness; (v) 
encourage, hearten, inspirit, thaw; 
(adj) hot, gregarious, friendly, 
sociable 

chilled: (adj) frozen, freezing, cool, 
refrigerated, icy, inhibited, 
restrained, confined, shivering, iced, 
stiff 

chilly: (adj, adv) unfriendly; (adv) 
coolly, frigidly; (adj) cool, bleak, 
algid, freezing, frozen, icy, frosty; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) hot, 
tropical, responsive, mild, 
welcoming, friendly, balmy, torrid 

chinese: (adj) Taiwanese, Formosan; 
(n) Min 

chintz: (n) fabric 
chip: (n, v) splinter, flake, crack, nick; 

(n) bit, fragment, microchip, part, 
scrap, shaving; (v) peel 

chippendale: (n) Thomas 
Chippendale 

chose: (v) choose, opt, decide; (n) 
thing 

chronicles: (n) archives, history, 

archive, records 
chuck: (n, v) fling; (v) ditch, toss, 

pitch, throw, throw away, discard, 
vomit, abandon, hurl; (n) chow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, endure, 
maintain 

cigar: (n) cheroot, cigars, smoke, 
cigarette, corona, panatela, 
panetella, segar, cigarillo 

cigarette: (adj) cigar; (n) tobacco, fag, 
butt, can, coffin nail, cubeb, scroll, 
buttocks, reefer, butt joint 

cinquecento: (adj) quattrocento 
cipher: (n) zero, nothing, number, nil, 

nobody, null; (n, v) figure, cypher, 
code; (v) calculate; (adj, n) 
nonentity. ANTONYMS: (n) infinity; 
(v) encode, decode, code, scramble 

circlet: (n) bracelet, crown, tiara, 
armlet, ring, annulet, roundlet, 
round, wristlet, wreath, hoop 

circumspection: (n) care, wariness, 
chariness, cautiousness, calculation, 
precaution, vigilance, discernment, 
judgment; (adj, n) discretion, 
prudence. ANTONYM: (n) 
recklessness 

circumstance: (n) affair, incident, 
matter, event, occasion, chance, 
accident, opportunity, adventure, 
casualty, fact 

citizen: (n) national, inhabitant, 
denizen, resident, burgher, the 
people, subject, freeman, native, 
nationality, voter. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, immigrant, tourist, alien, 
stranger 

civilization: (n) culture, civilisation, 
enlightenment, humanity, 
education, customs, town, mores; (n, 
v) cultivation; (adj) civility, civilized. 
ANTONYMS: (n) barbarity, 
savagery, wilderness, wildness, 
uncouthness 

civilized: (adj) civil, refined, polite, 
civilised, cultivated, educated, 
courteous, urbane, kind, gentle, 
genteel. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncouth, noncivilized, discourteous, 
loutish, rude, inhumane, wild 

clamour: (n) clamoring, hue and cry, 
clamouring, blare, bedlam, uproar, 
vociferation, tumult, hubbub, 
exclamation; (v) utter 

clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, 
grasp, squeeze, clutch, buckle, 
brooch; (adj, n, v) pin; (v) stick, 
cling. ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, 
loose, unclasp, relax, detach 

clasping: (adj) tendril 
cleanness: (n) cleanliness, 

spotlessness, purity, sinlessness, 
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whiteness, clean, innocence, 
neatness, tidiness, pureness, 
minimalism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dirtiness, filth, clutter 

cleared: (adj) absolved, clean, empty, 
exculpated, bleak, innocent, exempt, 
vindicated, exonerated, guiltless, let 
off. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
uncleared, guilty 

clearing: (n) clarification, clearance, 
purgation, purging, purge, clear-
melting, correction, tract, 
improvement, release, freeing 

clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, 
distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, 
opacity, dirtiness, vagueness, 
unclearness, obscureness, 
indistinctness, clutter, haziness, 
mustiness 

clenched: (adj) tight, clinched 
clerk: (n, v) writer, secretary, 

transcriber; (n) servant, shop 
assistant, salesclerk, employee, 
accountant, recorder; (v) scrivener, 
scribe 

climate: (n) atmosphere, clime, 
ambience, latitude, mood, milieu, 
weather, environment, zone, 
conditions, isobar 

climbing: (n) climb, ascension, 
mounting, mountain climbing, 
mountaineering, rock climbing, 
acclivity; (v) ascending, uprise, 
arise; (adj) scandent 

clinton: (n) William Jefferson Clinton, 
president Clinton, Dewitt Clinton 

clock: (n) chronometer, horologe, 
alarm, alarm clock, clepsydra, ticker, 
cuckoo clock, clock radio; (n, v) 
time, stopwatch; (v) measure 

clockwork: (n) wheelwork. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccuracy, 
impreciseness, inconsistency 

cloistral: (adj) conventual, monastic, 
monastical, claustral, unworldly, 
cloisteral 

closing: (n) end, finish, conclusion, 
close, ending, shutting, finishing; 
(adj) ultimate, last, final, terminal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) opening; (adj) 
first 

clouds: (n) exhaust, fumes, gas, 
smoke, vapors 

clue: (n, v) tip; (n) cue, hint, sign, 
suggestion, signal, guide, token, 
indication, key, vestige. 
ANTONYM: (v) hide 

clumsy: (adj) bumbling, bungling, 
cumbersome, unwieldy, rude, inept, 

inapt, maladroit, gawky, unskilled, 
wooden. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
graceful, dexterous, clever, skillful, 
deft, adroit, elegant, coordinated, 
expert, athletic, agile 

cluster: (n, v) clump, bundle, huddle, 
group, crowd; (n) batch, 
agglomeration, gang, collection, tuft; 
(v) collect. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissemble, scatter; (n) individual 

clutched: (adj) tense, worried, 
anxious, neurotic 

clutching: (n) locking 
coals: (n) ashes, fire, residue, embers 
coarse: (adj) vulgar, boorish, rough, 

brutal, crude, gross, common, 
earthy, blunt, bawdy; (adj, v) harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
refined, smooth, polite, soft, civil, 
cultured, delicate, fine, genteel, 
gentlemanly 

coarseness: (n) grossness, indelicacy, 
inelegance, indecency, vulgarism, 
commonness, rudeness, inferiority, 
crudeness, crudity, awkwardness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) delicacy, purity, 
refinement, smoothness, 
sophistication, tastefulness, civility, 
grace, propriety, decency 

cock: (n) rooster, chicken, spigot, 
Peter, prick, cockerel, tool, stopcock, 
shaft; (n, v) stack; (v) ruffle. 
ANTONYM: (v) uncock 

coding: (n) code, encryption, 
encoding, cryptography, encode, 
programming, codification, secret 
writing, decipherment 

coif: (v) groom, arrange, neaten, 
become gelatinous, set, act, adjust; 
(n) cap, hood, kerchief, skullcap 

coiled: (adj) curled, curved, twined, 
coiling, twisted, convoluted, rolled, 
wavy, bent, round; (adj, v) spiral. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uncoiled 

coincidence: (n) chance, accident, 
conformity, conjunction, 
coexistence, consistency, unison, 
correspondence, concurrence, 
appulse; (v) coincide. ANTONYM: 
(n) plan 

coldly: (adv) frigidly, icily, coolly, 
indifferently, frostily, distantly, 
gelidly, reservedly, bleakly, 
wintrily, frozenly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) warmly, affectionately, 
sympathetically, sensitively, kindly, 
cheerfully, emotionally 

coldness: (n) chilliness, coolness, 
indifference, distance, apathy, 
iciness, reserve, frost, frigidity, 
unconcern; (adj, n) cold. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 

sympathy, sensitivity, hotness, heat, 
responsiveness, concern, brightness, 
kindness 

collapsed: (adj) broken, warped, 
misshapen, folded, fallen, distorted, 
depleted, buckled, bent, bowed, 
malformed 

collar: (n, v) arrest, catch, capture, 
pinch; (n) choker, ruff, lapel; (v) 
apprehend, nail, grab, clutch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, release 

collected: (adj) calm, accumulated, 
amassed, tranquil, sober, assembled, 
cool, poised, unflappable, peaceful; 
(adj, v) composed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nervous, worried, upset, 
uncollected, flustered, 
scatterbrained, anxious, excitable 

collective: (adj) joint, aggregate, 
cumulative, generic, mutual, 
common, social, cooperative, 
community; (n) group, commune. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) private, 
distributive, individual, divided, 
separate, narrow 

colonel: (n) captain, coronel 
colonial: (adj) antebellum, 

precolumbian, compound, royally, 
regal, quaint, majestic, imposing, 
grand; (n) occupier, occupant 

coloured: (adj) colorful, biased, black, 
partial, painted, dyed, unfair, blue, 
hued, color, artificial 

comb: (v) brush, ransack, search, 
dress, eliminate, groom; (adj) weed; 
(n) crest, combing, caruncle, 
currycomb 

combined: (adj) united, collective, 
cooperative, amalgamated, 
aggregate, concerted, conjoint, 
incorporate, conjunct, joined, 
conjunctive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
simple, solitary, uncombined, 
disjointed 

comedy: (n) play, humor, drollery, 
show, clowning, drama, wittiness, 
slapstick, jesting, interlude, hilarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) melodrama, 
seriousness, solemnity 

comestibles: (v) ingesta, edibles; (n) 
food, grub, diet, bread 

comfort: (n, v) ease, allay, support, 
aid, alleviate; (n) consolation, relief, 
amenity, assistance; (adj, n, v) 
assuage; (v) cheer. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discomfort, aggravation, agony; (v) 
alarm, annoy, frighten, afflict, 
aggravate, bother, burden, 
disappoint 

comfortably: (adv) easily, pleasantly, 
cosily, conveniently, easy, snugly, 
richly, advantageously, leisurely, 
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well, wealthily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncomfortably, awkwardly, 
unpleasantly 

comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 
comfortable, calmed 

comforting: (adj) soothing, consoling, 
consolatory, satisfying, gratifying, 
encouraging, restful, placatory, 
tranquil, appeasing; (n) relief. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hostile, 
discomforting, disconcerting, 
distressing, disturbing, 
overwhelming, surprising, 
troublesome, irritating, tense, 
upsetting 

commanded: (adj) lawful 
commanding: (adj) imperative, 

imperious, peremptory, bossy, 
imposing, ascendant, compelling, 
magnificent; (adj, n) grand, 
impressive; (adv) commandingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inferior, 
unassertive, indecisive, 
unimpressive, insignificant, 
subservient 

commendation: (n, v) acclaim, 
applause, praise; (n) approval, 
citation, approbation, tribute, credit, 
plaudit, acclamation, admiration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disapproval, 
criticism, censure, demotion 

commit: (v) consign, assign, charge, 
confide, dedicate, apply, entrust, 
submit, intrust, leave, give. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, desist, 
divest, end, idle, withhold, wait, 
cease, keep, refuse 

commonplace: (adj, v) trite, 
hackneyed; (adj) banal, ordinary, 
humdrum, common, average, plain, 
mundane, dull; (n) platitude. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extraordinary, 
unusual, exceptional, infrequent, 
rare, romantic, uncommon, weird; 
(n) deepness, profundity, 
profoundness 

commonweal: (n) good, 
commonwealth 

communal: (adj) common, public, 
mutual, joint, civic, social, national, 
collective, community, shared, 
cooperative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
private, individual, personal 

communicativeness: (v) garrulity, 
articulateness, trait, volubility, 
loquaciousness, 
intercommunication, effusiveness, 
fluency, expansiveness, frankness 

companion: (adj, n) associate; (n) 
colleague, buddy, mate, peer, chum, 
partner, fellow, comrade, assistant, 
brother. ANTONYMS: (n) foe, 

stranger, adversary 
companions: (n) circle, entourage, 

people 
companionship: (n) company, 

society, fellowship, camaraderie, 
partnership, friendship, fraternity, 
amity, coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude 

comparatively: (adv) rather, 
somewhat, reasonably, quite, 
approximately, some, pretty, fairly, 
to some extent, to a certain extent, 
moderately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
absolutely 

compassion: (adj, n) clemency, 
kindness; (n) mercy, charity, 
sympathy, commiseration, remorse, 
tenderness, forgiveness, feeling, 
grace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, disregard, unconcern, 
severity, nastiness, harshness, 
incomprehension, malevolence, 
coldness, roughness, inhumanity 

complaint: (n) charge, ailment, 
disease, affection, whine, disorder, 
wail, complain, plaint, protest, 
sickness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
compliment, commendation, health 

complaisant: (adj, v) civil, polite; 
(adj) benign, accommodating, 
amiable, debonair, friendly, 
courteous, tractable, attentive, 
affable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
antagonistic, contrary, difficult, 
disagreeable, discontented 

complexion: (n, v) tint; (n) cast, 
character, appearance, look, hue, 
aspect, flush, glow, dye, fashion 

complicated: (adj, v) intricate; (adj) 
elaborate, hard, complicate, difficult, 
sophisticated, awkward, 
convoluted, obscure, deep; (v) 
involved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straightforward, clear, easy, plain, 
primitive, direct, amicable, basic 

complication: (n) difficulty, intricacy, 
tangle, labyrinth, confusion, 
problem, muddle, development, 
complicacy, maze, mess. 
ANTONYMS: (n) solution, 
simplicity, answer, help, clarity 

compliment: (n, v) praise, honor; (v) 
laud, flattery, applaud, greet, 
adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) 
eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, reproach, disparagement; 
(n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, 
denounce, disparage, denigrate, 
complain, belittle 

composed: (adj) calm, dispassionate, 
cool, peaceable, pacific, staid, 

imperturbable, temperate, level, 
impassive, unflappable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distressed, 
trembling, nervous, excited, tense, 
ruffled, jumpy, intemperate, 
discomposed, upset, worried 

composedly: (adv) serenely, calmly, 
quietly, placidly, coolly, sedately, 
steadily, soberly, unperturbedly, 
staidly, relaxedly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) nervously 

compounded: (adj) combined, 
complex, compositive; (v) mingle 

compromising: (adj) conciliatory, 
moderate, vulnerable, awkward, 
intermediate, flexible, inculpatory; 
(adv) halfway 

conceal: (v) hide, disguise, bury, 
screen, cloak, smother, shield, 
suppress, mask, obscure; (n, v) veil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, show, 
expose, divulge, clarify, uncover, 
disclose, tell, admit, spotlight, flaunt 

concealed: (adj) covert, clandestine, 
blind, occult, secret, mysterious, 
obscure, buried, invisible, secreted, 
surreptitious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcealed, available, overt, open, 
divulged, Shown, revealed, 
disclosed, uncovered, noticeable, 
mainstream 

concealing: (n) covering, 
concealment, burial, stealing, 
stealth, screening, burying, 
screenings, activity; (adj) 
suppressive 

conceived: (adj) formed 
conceiving: (n) fantasy, daydream; 

(adj) imaginant, original 
concert: (n) agreement, tune, 

consonance, performance, recital, 
concordance, harmony, concord, 
unison; (v) contrive, arrange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
disharmony, disunity 

concluded: (adj, adv) finished, done, 
completed, ended; (adj) over, closed, 
terminated, accomplished, all over, 
consummate, set 

concrete: (adj) actual, positive, 
physical, tangible, real, fixed, 
palpable, definite, firm; (v) 
coagulate, congeal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intangible, hypothetical, 
incidental, abstract, insubstantial, 
ideal, flexible, bending, pliable, soft, 
questionable 

condemn: (v) censure, reproach, 
castigate, attaint, deplore, sentence, 
excoriate, upbraid, knock, doom, 
criticize. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
approve, commend, free, pardon, 
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absolve, acquit, clear, exonerate, 
release, support 

condemned: (adj) censured, 
convicted, doomed, destined, 
appropriated, taken, taken over, 
fated, seized, predestined; (adj, v) 
guilty 

conducted: (adj) directed, guided 
cone: (n) strobile, retinal cone, 

pyramid, roll, conus, strobilus, 
pinnacle, conoid, cone shape, cone 
cell; (adj) conical 

confess: (adj, v) own, allow, admit, 
avow; (v) concede, profess, 
recognize, divulge, disclose, reveal, 
receive. ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, 
hide, dispute, conceal, repress, 
harbor 

confessed: (adj) known 
confessional: (n) ambo, kiosk, 

cubicle, credence, prothesis, reading 
desk, baldachin, pulpit, 
confessionary, lectern, booth 

confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 
communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father 

confidante: (n) comrade, intimate, 
camarade, companion, compeer, 
familiar, lady's maid, guest, 
confrere, soul mate, associate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) enemy, foe, rival 

confidently: (adv) hopefully, surely, 
securely, assuredly, intrepidly, 
boldly, courageously, certainly, 
sanguinely, bravely, definitely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) powerlessly, 
weakly, hesitantly, anxiously, 
uncertainly, timidly, despairingly, 
tentatively, pessimistically, 
irresolutely, awkwardly 

configuration: (n) conformation, 
arrangement, shape, organization, 
outline, constellation, fashion, 
disposal, figure, formation, 
composition 

confounded: (adj) bemused, 
accursed, execrable, baffled, cursed, 
befuddled, confused, puzzled, 
aghast, perplexed; (adj, v) abashed 

congo: (n) Zaire, Kongo State, San 
Salvador, Kongo, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, congou, 
Congolese, Congo river, English 
breakfast tea, Belgian Congo, 
congou tea 

congregation: (n) assembly, 
gathering, meeting, collection, fold, 
flock, crowd, convocation, 
congregating, company; (n, v) 
assemblage 

conjecture: (n) supposition, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, 

hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty; (v) demonstrate, know, 
learn, prove 

conjurer: (n) performer, illusionist, 
conjuror, wizard, juggler, 
prestidigitator, sorcerer, conjure 
man, necromancer, enchanter, 
pythonist 

conjuring: (n) magic, hocus-pocus, 
incantation, sorcery, witchcraft, 
sleight of hand, adjuration, figgum, 
conjury, evocation; (adj) magical 

connect: (v) bind, bond, join, attach, 
associate, annex, conjoin, relate, 
unite, combine, affiliate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) separate, 
disconnect, detach, unplug, undo, 
dissociate, clash, divide, clear 

connected: (adj, v) related; (adj) 
attached, allied, affiliated, coherent, 
linked, committed, conjoint, 
combined, relevant, consecutive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unrelated, 
separate, unimportant, disjoined, 
unaffiliated, disconnected, 
unattached, irrelevant 

connecticut: (n) computed axial 
tomography, computed 
tomography, computerized axial 
tomography, Connecticut river, 
Constitution state, cat, Nutmeg State 

connections: (n) contacts, 
communication, influence, 
communications, links, transactions, 
quinze, put, network, inside track, 
dealings 

conquered: (adj) overcome, 
vanquished, overwhelmed, crushed, 
subdued, profligate, routed, 
overthrown, done for, under enemy 
control, baffled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, liberated 

conscience: (n) moral sense, 
Conscience money, sense of right 
and wrong, scruple, intention, 
tender conscience, small voice, 
principles, morals, morality, inward 
monitor. ANTONYM: (n) 
indifference 

conscientious: (adj) scrupulous, 
painstaking, honest, thorough, 
meticulous, dutiful, close, 
principled, strict; (adj, v) ethical, 
moral. ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unconscientious, immoral, 
irresponsible, unscrupulous, 
conscienceless, corrupt, dishonest, 
inexact, slack, slipshod 

conscious: (adj) alive, premeditated, 
mindful, deliberate, cognizant, 

calculated, intended, discerning, 
self-conscious, studied, voluntary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaware, 
ignorant, unintentional, dead, 
accidental, inanimate, spontaneous, 
subconscious, unplanned, 
inadvertent, oblivious 

consciousness: (n) feeling, sense, 
conscience, cognizance, mind, 
notion, knowledge, sensibility, feel, 
Consciousness of kind, self. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ignorance, 
oblivion, certainty, numbness 

considerably: (adv, v) well, fully; 
(adv) much, very, substantially, 
hugely, largely, rather, noticeably, 
markedly, immensely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) insignificantly, 
somewhat, faintly, unremarkably, 
modestly, barely 

consolation: (n) comfort, relief, balm, 
succor, ease, cheer, solacement, 
encouragement, sympathy, 
alleviation, express sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) grief, sorrow, 
distress, discouragement, 
aggravation 

console: (v) cheer, soothe, quiet, 
relieve, reassure, encourage; (n, v) 
solace; (n) cabinet, allay, control 
console, control panel. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hurt, discourage, 
grieve, sadden, distress, dispirit, 
dishearten, upset 

conspiracy: (n) cabal, plot, complot, 
combination, collusion, coalition, 
design, scheme, plan; (n, v) intrigue; 
(v) conspire. ANTONYMS: (n) 
faithfulness, loyalty, openness 

constancy: (n) allegiance, devotion, 
resolution, fidelity, loyalty, 
steadfastness, faithfulness, 
steadiness, firmness, perseverance, 
unchangeableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inconstancy, inconsistency, 
changefulness, instability, 
disloyalty, unfaithfulness, 
unreliability, dishonesty 

constantly: (adv) continually, firmly, 
incessantly, eternally, steadily, 
endlessly, unremittingly, 
ceaselessly, steadfastly; (adj, adv) 
always, forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inconsistently, intermittently, 
acutely, erratically, infrequently 

consternation: (n) alarm, shock, fear, 
apprehension, astonishment, fright, 
confusion; (adj, n) terror, awe, 
dread, horror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
peacefulness, composure, 
happiness, tranquility, hopefulness, 
comfort, equanimity 
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consult: (v) consider, negotiate, 
deliberate, advise, refer, discuss, 
ask, reason, look up, canvass; (n, v) 
talk. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
bypass 

consulting: (adj) consultative; (n) 
consultation; (v) consult 

consummation: (n) accomplishment, 
completion, fulfillment, fruition, 
performance, execution, climax, 
attainment, perfection, end, 
realization 

consumptive: (adj) hectic, wasteful, 
harmful, emaciated, constitutional, 
cadaverous, phthisical; (n) sufferer, 
wasting, lunger, invalid 

contacts: (n) connections, links, 
communications, associates, friends, 
interactions, acquaintances, 
exchanges 

contained: (adj) implicit, unspoken, 
unexpressed, latent, understood, 
numbered, inside, confined to a 
small area, being within, limited to a 
small area. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrestrained, generalized, pervasive 

contaminating: (adj) contaminated, 
pestilent, dirty, infectious, 
corrupting 

contemplate: (v) meditate, speculate, 
muse, cogitate, ponder, look, 
deliberate, reflect, gaze, behold, 
entertain. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
forget, disregard, ignore, wander, 
decide 

contemplated: (adj) intended, willful 
contempt: (n, v) scorn; (v) despise; (n) 

disrespect, derision, mockery, 
disregard, ridicule, shame, slight, 
reproach, discourtesy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) approval, admiration, regard, 
honor, esteem 

contemptuously: (adv) scornfully, 
sneeringly, insultingly, 
disparagingly, superciliously, 
derisively, condescendingly, 
disrespectfully, haughtily, 
contumeliously, sardonically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) approvingly 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious 

contest: (v) compete, contend; (n) 
bout, competition, contention; (n, v) 
combat, conflict, fight, dispute, 
altercation, struggle. ANTONYMS: 
(n) tranquility, quiet, peace, calm, 
cooperation; (v) surrender, agree, 
acquiesce, accede, favor, prove 

continent: (adj) chaste, celibate, 
abstemious, pure, temperate, 
abstinent, sober, austere; (n) land, 
peninsula, delta. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impure, unchaste 

continental: (adj) midland, riparian, 
coastal, earthy; (n) mainland, 
landmass, romance language 

continuance: (n) duration, abidance, 
existence, endurance, protraction, 
adjournment, resumption, 
prolongation, time, standing, 
perseverance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discontinuation, destruction 

contorted: (adj) crooked, bent, 
writhed, writhen, deformed, 
distorted, wry, twist, misshapen, 
perverted, malformed 

contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, 
disobedient, alien, different, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, harmonious, helpful, 
obliging, compatible, complaisant, 
concordant, parallel, agreeable, 
cooperative, favorable 

contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid 
contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 

remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, 
dreary; (adj, v) repentant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unrepentant, 
indifferent, hurtful, mean, proud, 
unremorseful 

contrition: (n) compunction, 
repentance, regret, remorse, 
contriteness, penance, sorrow, 
shame, abrasion, attrition; (v) 
confrication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
pride, apathy, indifference, 
shamelessness 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, 
resource, plan, contraption, 
machine, apparatus 

contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
false, forced, labored, spurious, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sincere 

controlling: (adj) ruling, chief, 
dominant, influential, capital, 
predominant, prevailing, 
domineering, guiding; (n) 
administration, steering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
insignificant 

convenience: (n) contrivance, 
accommodation, opportunity, 
utility, occasion, fitness, comfort, 
leisure, appliance, availability; (adj) 

convenient. ANTONYMS: (n) 
uselessness, distance, hardship, 
unsuitability, clumsiness, 
remoteness 

convenient: (adj) comfortable, 
commodious, handy, appropriate, 
expedient, timely, fit, useful, nearby, 
opportune; (adj, n) advantageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unwieldy, fixed, 
useless, distant, troublesome, 
unsuited, remote, unsuitable, 
unadaptable, unuseful, 
inappropriate 

convent: (n, v) abbey, cloister; (n) 
monastery, friary, priory, nunnery, 
community, retreat 

conventions: (n) protocol 
conversion: (n) changeover, change, 

alteration, adaptation, exchange, 
transformation, commutation, 
adjustment, reformation, passage; 
(adj) salvation 

convert: (v) alter, change, adapt, 
reform, commute, invert, transform, 
switch, exchange, turn; (n) 
proselyte. ANTONYMS: (v) remain, 
persist, keep, hold, stay 

convey: (v) communicate, channel, 
bring, conduct, transfer, fetch, 
express, transmit, bear, transport, 
take. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
maintain, withhold, retain, refrain, 
hold, absorb, receive 

conveyed: (v) borne, sent 
conveying: (n) conveyance, delivery, 

conveyancing, conveyance of title, 
transference, transmission, convey, 
transmit, assigning, transfer, 
delegation 

conviction: (n) belief, confidence, 
certainty, condemnation, 
persuasion, faith, trust, certitude, 
firmness, doctrine, determination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acquittal, doubt, 
release, absolution, disbelief, 
justification, insecurity, distrust 

convince: (v) persuade, convert, 
sway, reassure, prevail on, induce, 
entice, argue, convict, win over; (adj, 
v) satisfy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, repel 

convinced: (adj, v) sure, positive, 
confident, firm; (v) cocksure, 
persuaded, satisfied, assured, bold; 
(adj) clear, definite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) doubtful, unconvinced, 
uncertain, cynical 

convulsive: (adj) spastic, galvanic, 
fitful, paroxysmal, violent, choreic, 
unsteady, hysterical; (v) unquiet, 
restless, saltatory 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
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paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions 

cookery: (n) cuisine, kitchen, 
gastronomy, browning, broiling, 
preparation, culinary art, roasting, 
toasting, frying, braising 

cool: (adj, v) chill, assuage, soothe; 
(adj) chilly, cold, collected, 
composed, fine, aloof; (v) quench; 
(n) poise. ANTONYMS: (v) heat; 
(adj) hot, agitated, excited, friendly, 
feverish, enthusiastic, tepid, 
temperate, bad, upset 

cooler: (n) beverage, freezer, 
drinkable, potable, drink, air 
conditioner, penitentiary, choky, 
prison, chokey, clink 

cooling: (n) freezing, refrigeration, 
cooler, mechanism, quenching, 
temperature reduction, coolant 
system, cooling system; (adj) caller, 
refrigerant, allaying heat 

coolly: (adv) quietly, composedly, 
coldly, collectedly, nonchalantly, 
placidly, serenely, chilly, steadily, 
frostily, frigidly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) nervously, anxiously, 
agitatedly, expressively, 
boisterously, enthusiastically 

coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, 
assurance, cold, calmness, 
alienation, frigidity, equanimity, 
chilliness, poise. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, panic, approachability, 
mustiness, turbulence, agitation 

coombe: (n) coomb, anticlinal valley 
cooperation: (n) aid, assistance, 

coaction, co-operation, 
collaboration, teamwork, 
association, help, partnership, 
alliance, reconciliation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) rivalry, 
competition, confrontation, 
opposition, defiance, autonomy, 
undermining, isolation 

copied: (adj) counterfeit, derivative, 
sham, false, phony, mock, imitative, 
forged, fake, ersatz, bogus. 
ANTONYM: (adj) real 

coping: (n) roof, capstone, header, 
layer, gable, brick 

coquettish: (adj) flirtatious, coy, 
kittenish, charming, coquet, arch, 
fickle 

coral: (adj) rosy, chromatic; (n) roe, 
red coral, red, precious coral, 
madrepore, anthozoan, actinozoan, 
orange 

cord: (n) band, bond, tie, twine, tape, 
whipcord, thread, yarn, lace, rope, 
leash 

core: (n) heart, essence, bosom, 

center, stone, kernel, mind, base; 
(adj, n) gist, marrow, quintessence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) exterior, outside, 
perimeter, surface, body, periphery, 
edge; (adj) secondary 

corkscrew: (n, v) coil; (v) curl, helix, 
buckle, worm, rundle, pliers; (n) 
drill, bottle screw, gimlet; (adj) 
helical. ANTONYM: (adj) straight 

corn: (n) clavus, cereals, Zea Mays, 
callus, wheat, Indian corn, callosity, 
grain; (v) feed, keep; (adj, n) 
commonplace 

corners: (adj) cornered 
coronation: (n) accession, 

enthronement, induction, initiation, 
crowning, enthronization, 
investiture, installation, 
enthronisation 

corps: (n) company, army, army 
corps, detachment, troop, battalion, 
body, regiment, crew, party, task 
force 

corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, 
dead person, stiff, dead body, 
remains, corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) 
lich 

corpus: (n) substance, stuff, 
collection, material, principal, 
capital, assemblage, aggregation, 
matter, Corpus uteri, quadrigemina 

correctly: (adv) rightly, justly, 
precisely, properly, strictly, 
accurately, appropriately, aright, 
right, punctually, nicely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
wrong, improperly, inappropriately, 
unlawfully, unduly, irresponsibly, 
falsely, badly, vaguely, inaccurately 

correspondence: (n) accord, 
connection, agreement, 
communication, coincidence, 
concord, affinity, parallelism, 
parallel, similarity, symmetry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dissimilarity, 
asymmetry, disagreement, 
incongruity, divergence, imbalance, 
contrast, clash 

corridor: (n) aisle, lobby, hall, lane, 
hallway, vestibule, artery, alley, 
gallery, way; (n, v) passage 

corrupt: (adj, v) adulterate, taint, 
infect, rotten, canker; (adj, n, v) 
contaminate, poison; (v) bribe, 
debase, defile; (adj) impure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, pure, 
principled, ethical, honorable, 
wholesome, virtuous, uncorrupt, 
truthful; (v) purify; (adj, v) clean 

corrupting: (adj) noxious, harmful, 
degrading, unwholesome, 
corruption, baneful, debasing, 

demeaning, humiliating, infectious, 
injurious 

corsage: (n) bouquet, bodice, corset, 
posy, waist, corselet, spray, 
buttonhole, brassiere, nosegay, slip 

cosmopolitan: (adj) universal, 
international, sophisticated, global, 
Catholic, ecumenical, planetary, 
widely distributed, oecumenical; 
(adj, n) cosmopolite; (n) creeping 
wood sorrel. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insular, country, endemic, parochial, 
rustic 

cosmos: (n) nature, creation, world, 
outer space, space, macrocosm, deep 
space, flower, galaxy, the universe, 
aerospace 

costly: (adj) dear, precious, valuable, 
pricey, high, luxurious, sumptuous, 
extravagant, rich, invaluable, 
beloved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, inexpensive, painless, 
economical, harmless, helpful, 
reasonable, aiding, meager 

coterie: (n) clique, band, faction, 
company, clan, ring, party, junta, 
pack, group, gang 

cottage: (n) cabin, bungalow, crib, 
hut, villa, lodge, shanty, chalet, 
country house, house, cot 

couch: (n) bed, sofa, settee, divan; 
(adj, v) lie; (v) express, put, frame, 
lower, repose; (adj) recline 

counsel: (v) advise, consult, 
admonish, confer, warn; (n, v) 
caution, advocate; (n) barrister, 
advisement, consultation, 
admonition. ANTONYMS: (v) 
betray, trick, deceive, conceal, 
oppose; (n) warning 

counsellor: (n) counselor, advocate, 
adviser, councillor, advisor, mentor, 
pleader, attorney, lawyer, 
consultant, solicitor 

counterpane: (n) bedspread, coverlet, 
bedcover, blanket, spread, bed 
covering, bed cover, tarpaulin, 
drugget, rug, sheet 

counting: (n) calculation, count, 
reckoning, computation, 
enumeration, numbering, 
numeration, tally, nosecount; (adj) 
calculating, including. ANTONYM: 
(prep) excluding 

counts: (adj) details, particulars, 
items 

courage: (n) audacity, fortitude, 
boldness, nerve, spirit, backbone, 
valor, heroism, gallantry, mettle, 
chivalry. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, faintheartedness, 
weakness, wimpiness, yellowness 
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courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, 
intrepid, spirited, heroic, 
undaunted, manly, confident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, wimpy, 
weak, spineless, pusillanimous, 
fearful, fainthearted, afraid, 
despicable 

courtesan: (n) mistress, paramour, 
prostitute, concubine, advoutress, 
fille de joie, punk, fancy woman, 
harlot, strumpet, amorosa 

courtesy: (adj, n) civility, 
complaisance; (n) propriety, 
chivalry, comity, politeness, 
gallantry, decency, attention, 
breeding, etiquette. ANTONYMS: 
(n) rudeness, discourtesy, 
unkindness, informality, 
impoliteness, disservice, 
brusqueness, incivility, vulgarity, 
crudeness, neglect 

courtship: (n) courting, wooing, love, 
bundling, the soft impeachment, 
prayer, entreaty, gallantry, 
addresses, cause, affection 

cousin: (n) nephew, cousins, friend, 
cousinship, relation, akin, relative, 
full cousin, companion 

covertly: (adv) surreptitiously, 
furtively, privately, clandestinely, 
stealthily, privily, underhandedly, 
undercoverly, mysteriously, 
obscurely, quietly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) blatantly, overtly, publicly, 
brazenly 

coveted: (adj) sought after, desirable, 
in demand. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unpopular 

cows: (n) cattle, cow, bull, ox, oxen, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, beef, Cowes, 
steer, milker 

crack: (n, v) chink, fracture, split, 
fissure, crevice, burst, snap, breach, 
clap, check; (n) cleft. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) mend; (v) set, misunderstand, 
misinterpret, fix, compose; (adj) 
mediocre, lowly, inferior, deficient 

crammer: (n) tutor, fib, grinder, 
instructor, lie, story, teacher, 
falsehood, corypheus, bounce, 
whopper 

cranes: (n) Gruiformes, Gruidae, 
family Gruidae 

crash: (n) collision; (n, v) clash, 
collapse, bang, clank, dash, clang, 
fall, crack, clatter; (v) break. 
ANTONYMS: (n) silence; (v) raise, 
repair, skyrocket, increase, fix, 
restore, mend, work, thrive 

crashing: (n) destruction, thunder; 
(adj) roaring, deafening, wicked, 

booming 
crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, 

implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest, 
grant 

craved: (adj) coveted 
craving: (n) appetite, addiction, 

appetence, eagerness, hankering, 
yen, hunger; (n, v) desire, 
appetency; (adj, n) longing; (adj) 
eager. ANTONYMS: (n) disgust, 
hatred, distaste, repulsion, aversion, 
apathy, disinclination; (adj) 
unconcerned, disinterested 

craze: (v) madden, crack, derange; (n) 
mania, enthusiasm, rage, style, 
furore, trend, cult, furor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appease, balance, 
soothe; (n) custom, tradition, 
indifference 

creased: (adj) wrinkled, wrinkly, 
rumpled, lined, furrowed, 
corrugated, wizened, bent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) straight 

creator: (n) author, originator, 
producer, maker, inventor, artist, 
founder, builder, manufacturer, 
initiator, God. ANTONYM: (n) 
destructor 

creature: (n) being, brute, animal, 
tool, individual, person, body, 
entity, human, puppet, somebody 

creditable: (adj, v) reputable, 
respectable; (adj, n) meritorious; 
(adj) praiseworthy, laudable, 
worthy, admirable, believable; (n) 
estimable, dignity; (v) up to the 
mark. ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
disrespected, disgraceful, 
discreditable, lamentable, poor, 
blameworthy 

creditably: (adv) commendably, 
laudably, admirably, honorably, 
worthily, best 

credo: (n) faith, belief, gospel, 
doctrine, persuasion, ism, dogma, 
principle, thinking, testament, 
statement of belief 

creed: (n) conviction, gospel, religion, 
credo, faith, tenet, dogma, doctrine, 
denomination, persuasion, church 
doctrine 

creeping: (n) creep, crawl, 
locomotion, spreading; (v) lentor; 
(adj) reptile, slow, reptant, 
reptatory, serpiginous, moving 

crew: (n) cluster, gang, bunch, party, 
band, faction, crowd, assemblage, 
team, group, set 

cricket: (n) orthopteran, orthopteron, 
tennis, lawn tennis, grasshopper; 

(adj) equitable 
cricketer: (n) jock, athlete, fieldsman, 

fielder 
croak: (v) buy the farm, mutter, 

murmur, complain, conk, maunder, 
growl, perish, expire, decease; (n) 
croaking 

cropping: (n) harvest, napping, 
masking 

crops: (n) crop 
crossed: (adj) crossbred, mixed, 

hybrid, interbred, decussated, 
intercrossed; (v) matted, 
disconcerted dashed, unhinged, 
frustrated 

crossing: (n) transit, ford, 
intersection, hybridization, 
crossbreeding, passage, voyage, 
mating, crossway, crosswalk, cruise 

cross-question: (v) cross-examine 
cross-roads: (n) intersection, crossing, 

crossroad 
crouching: (adj) sneaking, huddled, 

obsequious, squat, hunkered, 
cowering, hunkered down; (v) 
submissive, resigned 

crowded: (adj) compact, congested, 
full, packed, busy, dense, populous, 
jammed, cramped, tight; (adj, n) 
thronged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, deserted, uncrowded, loose 

crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, 
browbound, incoronate, successful 

cruel: (adj, v) hard, harsh, sharp, 
severe; (adj) barbarous, unkind, 
brutal, bloody, bitter, savage, 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, gentle, sympathetic, 
humane, liberal, compassionate, 
charitable, friendly, caring, 
considerate, libertarian 

cruelty: (n) brutality, cruelness, 
oppression, barbarity, ferociousness, 
tyranny, violence, atrocity, ferocity, 
mercilessness, harshness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compassion, 
gentleness, friendliness, humanity, 
benevolence, sensitivity, liberty, 
decency 

crying: (adj, v) exigent, instant, 
pressing, urgent; (adj) insistent, 
clamant, imperative, blatant; (n) 
weeping; (v) weep; (adj, n) sniveling 

cubical: (adj) cubelike, cuboid, 
cubiform, cuboidal 

cuckoo: (n) nut, fathead, goose, 
jackass, zany, goof, ani, coucal; (v) 
chirrup, cheep, chirp 

cultivate: (v) civilize, educate, train, 
produce, polish, farm, crop, 
develop, domesticate, raise; (adj, v) 
promote. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
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sterilize, brutalize, stunt, retard, 
pollute, ignore, harm, discourage 

cultivated: (adj) cultured, refined, 
tame, educated, sophisticated, 
elegant, urbane, polished, 
accomplished, civil, polite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wild, untamed, 
uncouth, coarse, graceless 

cultivation: (n) civilization, farming, 
culture, refinement, development, 
growth, education, husbandry, 
breeding, gentility, tilth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ignorance, 
unsophistication, deprivation, 
uncouthness 

cupboard: (n) cabinet, buffet, 
armoire, commode, wardrobe, 
locker, dresser, sideboard, chest of 
drawers, bookcase, storeroom 

cups: (n) plates, dishes, dishware, 
tableware 

curb: (n, v) control, limit, bridle; (v) 
restrict, suppress, contain, conquer, 
restrain, confine; (adv, v) moderate; 
(n) kerb. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, push, help, foster, spur, 
assist, aid, unbridle, facilitate; (n) 
incentive, encouragement 

curbed: (adj) checked, restrained, 
restricted, silent, small, temperate, 
cramped, continent, chequered, 
checkered, pent-up 

cure: (n, v) correct, medicine, help; (n) 
antidote, salve, therapy, treatment; 
(v) treat, pickle, preserve, restore. 
ANTONYMS: (n) poison; (v) injure, 
hurt, harm, wound, damage, 
exacerbate 

cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, 
mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, 
salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized 

curiosity: (n) curiousness, rarity, 
interest, curio, oddity, prying, 
nosiness, peculiarity, novelty, 
marvel; (adj, n) prodigy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) emotionlessness, 
indifference, disinterest 

curious: (adj) odd, unusual, 
abnormal, strange, peculiar, 
interested, quizzical, quaint, queer, 
inquiring, inquisitive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) incurious, ordinary, apathetic, 
uninterested, unconcerned, typical, 
indifferent, everyday, disinterested, 
conventional, common 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, 
unlucky, accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine 

cursing: (adj) cursed, execrative; (n) 

blasphemy, anathema, swearing, 
swear word, malediction, 
execration, denunciation, 
cursedness; (v) beshrew 

curt: (adj) concise, brief, abrupt, short, 
brusque, crisp, terse, laconic, rude, 
churlish, crusty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
polite, friendly, courteous, gracious, 
civil, lengthy, rambling, voluble, 
caring, loquacious, convoluted 

curtain: (n, v) cover; (n) barrier, 
drapery, blind, screen, mantle, 
mask, shade, pall, shroud; (v) hide 

custodian: (n) keeper, caretaker, 
conservator, administrator, warden, 
janitor, guard, superintendent, 
watchman, supervisor, steward 

custom: (n) habit, convention, usage, 
practice, consuetude, fashion, 
method, mores; (n, v) use, accustom; 
(adj) bespoke. ANTONYMS: (n) fad, 
innovation, phenomenon, rage, 
rarity 

cutting: (adj) biting, keen, caustic, 
bitter, acrimonious, incisive, raw; 
(adj, n) acute; (n) cut, slip; (adj, v) 
satirical. ANTONYMS: (adj) blunt, 
complimentary, flattering, kind, 
pleasant, hot, consoling; (n) 
extension, freedom, expansion, 
addition 

cynic: (adj, n) skeptic; (n) doubter, 
critic, misanthrope, detractor, yogi, 
sanyasi, doubting Thomas, 
frondeur, man hater; (adj) cynical. 
ANTONYMS: (n) supporter, 
optimist 

damaged: (adj) faulty, unsound, 
defective, dilapidated, broken, hurt, 
impaired, deficient, besmirched, 
flyblown, weakened. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fixed, mended, repaired, 
unbroken, fine, flawless, perfect 

damn: (adj, adv, v) bloody; (v) curse, 
imprecate, beshrew, blaspheme, 
cuss, slam, convict; (adj) blasted, 
cursed; (n) damnation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bless, laud, 
glorify, exalt, commend, praise 

damnable: (adj) cursed, damned, 
abominable, hateful, accursed, 
devilish, infernal, disgusting, sinful, 
deplorable, offensive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) commendable, laudable, 
praiseworthy 

damnation: (n) damn, condemnation, 
anathema, state, curse, execration, 
judgment, oath, imprecation, 
denunciation, denouncement 

damned: (adj) accursed, doomed, 
blasted, condemned, damn, cussed, 
wretched, infernal, hateful, 

goddamned; (adv) damnably. 
ANTONYM: (adj) saved 

dancer: (n) dancerly, ballerina, tap 
dancer, taxi dancer, acrobat, actor, 
artist, artiste, ballet dancer, belly 
dancer, chorus girl 

dancing: (n) choreography, 
Terpsichore, saltation, break 
dancing, ceremonial dance, 
galloping, hoofing, Pavan; (adj) 
morrice; (adv) adance; (v) saltant 

dare: (n, v) venture; (v) defy, brave, 
hazard, confront, risk, resist, make 
bold; (n) adventure, daring, 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) avoid, 
flee, pass, refrain, retreat, obey 

daresay: (v) assume, deem 
darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 

old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast 

darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, 
obscurely, duskily, somberly, 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) openly 

darky: (n) darkey, blackamoor, black 
person, nigger, Negroid, Negro, 
black 

dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, 
gallant, showy, smart, snappy, 
impetuous, rakish, raffish, brave; 
(adj, n) spruce. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boring, unstylish, dull, bumbling, 
bland, awkward, drab, graceless 

daylight: (n) dawn, daybreak, light, 
morning, sunrise, clearance, sunup, 
daytime, broad daylight, first light, 
afternoon. ANTONYMS: (n) night, 
sunset, dusk, dark, sundown, 
twilight, darkness, nightfall 

dayspring: (n) daybreak, morning, 
dawn, cockcrow, dawning, sunrise, 
aurora, foreday, hour, first light, 
break of the day. ANTONYM: (n) 
sunset 

daytime: (n) day, afternoon, period, 
eve, daylight hours, Clarence 
Shepard day Jr, Clarence day, light, 
eventide, evening. ANTONYM: (n) 
night 

dazed: (adj) bewildered, stunned, 
dumbfounded, muzzy, stupefied, 
dizzy, stupid, groggy, amazed, 
astounded, bleary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, unimpressed, 
conscious 

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, 
numbed, without sensation, duller, 
unfeeling, under, frozen, insensible, 
insensitive, knocked out 

deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) 
baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
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mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; 
(adv) lifelessly, lethally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, 
healthful, benign, innocuous, 
exciting 

deaf: (adj) earless, hard of hearing, 
blind, unhearing, indifferent, 
deafened, regardless, surd; (v) 
deafen, desensitize; (n) deafness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) listening, aware, 
attentive 

dealings: (n) business, dealing, 
relations, traffic, proceedings, 
transaction, affairs, contact, 
intercourse, trade, communication 

dean: (n) doyen, elder, senior, 
principal, clergyman, father, leader, 
rector, eminence, academic 
administrator, diocesan. 
ANTONYM: (n) student 

dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, 
honey, lover, sweetheart, loved one, 
baby; (adj) precious, intimate, sweet 

dearly: (adv) affectionately, 
preciously, darlingly, sweetly, petly, 
expensively, belovedly, intimately, 
highly, heartfeltly, lovely 

debased: (adj) degraded, low, 
adulterated, base, degenerate, 
depraved, debauched, decadent, 
perverted, corrupted, impure. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moral 

decanter: (n) carafe, jar, flask, jug, 
flagon, amphora, cag, drum, firkin, 
cask, butt 

deceased: (adj, n) departed; (n) dead 
person, cadaver, decedent; (adj) 
defunct, asleep, passed away, 
passed on, extinct, lifeless, late. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) living, awake, 
animated 

deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, 
untrue, sly, artful, untrustworthy, 
unreliable, treacherous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
genuine, trustworthy, truthful, loyal, 
open, principled, straight, upright, 
faithful, dependable 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided 
deceiving: (adj) deceptive, deceitful, 

cheating, fallacious, dishonest, lying, 
treacherous, imposing, delusive, 
sanctimonious, mistaken. 
ANTONYM: (adj) correct 

decency: (n) dignity, modesty, 

decorum, kindness, morality, 
courtesy, correctness, goodness, 
virtue, respectability, propriety. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indecency, 
offensiveness, corruption, 
immorality, wickedness, 
unsuitability, unkindness, rudeness, 
impropriety, badness, nastiness 

decent: (adj) adequate, appropriate, 
becoming, decorous, sufficient, 
honest, acceptable, modest, seemly, 
comely; (adj, adv) right. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) immoral, 
inappropriate, disreputable, 
indecent, unsuitable, inadequate, 
filthy, undressed, unkind, smutty, 
selfish 

deck: (v) clothe, embellish, beautify, 
bedeck, ornament, array, attire, 
dress, decorate, grace; (n, v) floor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) strip, unclothe 

declaim: (v) recite, denounce, 
perform, discourse, lecture, 
condemn, execute, narrate, inveigh; 
(n) speechify, flourish 

declaration: (n) affirmation, 
assertion, expression, 
pronouncement, statement, 
allegation, enunciation, 
acknowledgment, predication; (n, v) 
claim, avowal. ANTONYMS: (n) 
denial, disavowal, retraction, 
request 

declared: (adj) stated, apparent, state, 
public, professed, proclaimed, 
explicit, ostensible, expressed, 
confirmed, alleged 

decorative: (adj) fancy, ornate, 
artistic, cosmetic, embellishing, 
enhancing, attractive, elegant, 
pictorial, nonfunctional, illustrative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plain, ugly, 
detracting, useful, simple 

decoratively: (adv) adorningly, 
fancily, ornately, by adorning, 
enhancingly, embellishingly 

decorum: (n) propriety, gentility, 
decorousness, dignity, fitness, 
manners, correctness, ceremony, 
properness, politeness, grace. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impoliteness, 
rudeness, informality, indecorum, 
impropriety, indecency, corruption, 
abandon, vulgarity 

deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, 
conduct, background, events, 
happenings, performance, activities 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: 
(adj) outermost 

deer: (n) caribou, buck, fawn, stag, 

reynard, brocket, cervid, ruminant, 
roe, roebuck, hart 

defective: (adj) bad, faulty, imperfect, 
broken, lacking, incomplete, 
unsound, vicious, inaccurate, rotten, 
wanting. ANTONYMS: (adj) sound, 
flawless, unbroken, adequate, intact, 
capable, dependable, fine 

defensive: (n) defence, defense, 
security; (adj) preventive, 
apologetic, safeguarding, protecting, 
defending, vindicatory, suspicious, 
excusatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
offensive, aggressive, receptive 

deferred: (adj) put off, delayed, 
belated, late, later than usual. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurried, 
hastened, expedited, advanced, 
early 

defiant: (adj) bold, rebellious, 
audacious, resistant, brazen, 
stubborn, unruly, mutinous, rude, 
recalcitrant, obstinate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) submissive, respectful, 
accepting, acquiescent, compliant, 
conforming, cooperative, loyal, 
meek, amenable 

defiled: (adj) impure, polluted, dirty, 
maculate, debauched, contaminated, 
corrupt, violated, tainted, abusive, 
adulterate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hallowed, purified, sanctified, 
cleansed, untarnished 

define: (v) characterize, explain, 
clarify, bound, name, interpret, 
limit, construe, restrict, 
circumscribe, outline. ANTONYMS: 
(v) obscure, confuse, confound, 
conceal, tangle 

definite: (adj) certain, clear, distinct, 
concrete, plain, conclusive, specific, 
precise, categorical, decisive; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
imprecise, unclear, vague, 
undefined, doubtful, indeterminate, 
qualified, evasive, indefinite, 
indescribable, dubious 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, 
ignoble, debauched, depraved, 
abject, sordid, dishonored, 
corrupted, contemptible, base. 
ANTONYM: (adj) good 

deity: (n) God, godhead, godhood, 
godship, idol, immortal, goddess, 
Jupiter; (adj, n) divinity, the Deity, 
theology. ANTONYMS: (n) human, 
mortal, person 

dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, 
downhearted, gloomy, down, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, 
miserable, melancholy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elated, happy, 
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euphoric, joyous, encouraged, 
positive, enthusiastic, hopeful 

dejection: (n) discouragement, 
depression, sadness, despair, 
sorrow, woe, grief, melancholy, 
blues, desolation, despondency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
ecstasy, encouragement, 
hopefulness, joy, cheer 

delayed: (adj) belated, tardy, 
protracted, deferred, slow, retarded, 
held up, backward, back, prolonged; 
(adv) behind. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
early, expedited, prompt 

deliberate: (v) cogitate, consult, 
debate, think, confer, contemplate; 
(adj) careful, circumspect, slow, 
thoughtful, calculated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unintentional, 
accidental, hasty, ingenuous, 
involuntary, spontaneous, rushed, 
automatic, unwitting, unstudied, 
subliminal 

deliberately: (adv) consciously, 
intentionally, designedly, 
knowingly, carefully, on purpose, 
purposely, willfully, slowly, 
premeditatedly, purposefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) accidentally, 
involuntarily, furtively, arbitrarily, 
automatically, naively, secretly, 
unconsciously, unwittingly, 
innocently, covertly 

deliberations: (n) deliberation, 
thought, consideration 

delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, 
delicate, elegance, sensitivity, 
luxury, treat, airiness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sturdiness, toughness, durability, 
frankness, inelegance, ruggedness, 
vulgarity, tactlessness, insensitivity, 
inaccuracy, clumsiness 

delicate: (adj) accurate, tender, 
dainty, refined, breakable, fragile, 
beautiful, brittle, soft, nice, frail. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
robust, heavy, sturdy, tough, 
careless, inaccurate, rough, well, 
substantial, unscrupulous 

delight: (n) joy, pleasure, amusement, 
rejoicing, gladness; (v) ravish, 
amuse, please, captivate, transport, 
enrapture. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
dismay, dissatisfaction, sadness, 
nuisance, discontent; (v) depress, 
displease, sadden, irk; (n, v) bore 

deliver: (v) consign, bear, carry, save, 
rescue, abandon, send, pronounce, 
hand over, bring; (adj, v) utter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) capture, confine, 
imprison, hold, oppress, enslave, 

restrain, retain, collect, withhold, 
shackle 

delusions: (n) delusion, mental 
illness 

demanded: (adj) urgent, popular, 
requisitory 

demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, 
deportment, manner, citizenship, 
correctitude, carriage, attitude 

democrat: (n) roturier, republican, 
proletary, proletaire, plebeian, 
democrats, Mr, democratist, 
populist, one of the people 

demonstrated: (adj) established, 
show, tried, incontestable 

denoting: (adj) significant 
denounce: (v) censure, decry, accuse, 

brand, criticize, damn, reproach, 
excoriate, betray, arraign, scold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) commend, 
compliment, honor, laud, approve, 
support 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stay, arrive, enter, come, abide, 
conform, continue, remain, appear, 
converge, return 

departure: (n, v) decease, demise; (n) 
exit, leave, deviation, divergence, 
depart, parting, aberration, passing, 
takeoff. ANTONYMS: (n) 
appearance, conformity, greeting, 
ingress, influx, homecoming, 
regularity, entrance, birth, coming, 
advance 

dependents: (n) clientele 
deplorable: (adj) sad, wretched, 

criminal, calamitous, abominable, 
pitiful, lamentable, miserable, 
regrettable, sorry; (adj, v) woeful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
pleasing, laudable, happy, cheerful, 
admirable, agreeable, excellent, 
fortunate, praiseworthy 

depressed: (adj) low, blue, dejected, 
sad, dispirited, downhearted, 
downcast, down, gloomy, hollow, 
disappointed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, happy, convex, booming, 
elated, encouraged, euphoric, 
exhilarated, flourishing, optimistic, 
prospering 

depths: (n) bottom, abyss, depth, 
lowest point, low point, depression, 
bowels, rock bottom, slump, midst, 
nadir. ANTONYM: (n) peak 

descend: (v) settle, condescend, 
down, drop, deign, subside, go 
down, dismount, derive, get off, 
come down. ANTONYMS: (v) 

ascend, climb, float, scale, increase, 
level, mount 

descended: (v) extraught 
describes: (adj) conscience, depraved, 

depravity 
describing: (n) telling, unfolding, 

relating, recounting, recitation 
deserve: (v) rate, warrant, gain, earn, 

to deserve, demand, justify, bear; (n, 
v) reward; (n) richly deserve, worth 

deserved: (v) merited, richly 
deserved; (adj) appropriate, due, 
fitting, just, earned, suitable, 
rightful, adequate, required 

desideratum: (n) need, requirement, 
necessity, aim; (v) porism, problem, 
query, question 

desirability: (n) appeal, advisability, 
charm, goodness, attraction, 
suitability, allurement, 
attractiveness, expediency, lure, 
oomph. ANTONYMS: (n) repulsion, 
foolishness 

desirable: (adj) eligible, suitable, 
fitting, worthy, expedient, 
appropriate, alluring, charming, 
covetable, good, fascinating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, bad, 
detrimental, disadvantageous, 
disgusting, repugnant, repellant, 
unattractive, unenviable, unwanted, 
useless 

desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, 
favorite, wanted, welcome, needed, 
beloved, required, most wanted; 
(adj, v) chosen; (v) consenting 

desires: (n) requirements, needs 
desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 

desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly 
desolately: (adv) wastely, gloomily, 

forlornly, bleakly, sadly, 
wretchedly, lonesomely, unhappily, 
lonely, dismally, gauntly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hopefully, 
cheerfully 

despair: (n) disappointment, 
desolation, dejection, melancholy, 
gloom, desperation, depression, 
dismay, discouragement, 
pessimism, sorrow. ANTONYMS: 
(n) happiness, hopefulness, 
expectation, joy, cheer, cheerfulness, 
resilience, elation, joyfulness 

desperate: (adj) despairing, dire, 
critical, abject, dangerous, in 
despair, grave, awful, despondent, 
drastic; (adj, v) forlorn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeful, 
optimistic, rational, promising, 
minor, cautious, casual, careful, 
trivial, secure, satisfied 

desperately: (adv) forlornly, 
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despairingly, hopelessly, terribly, 
extremely, despondently, recklessly, 
seriously, wretchedly; (adj, adv) 
severely, madly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) hopefully, easily, 
optimistically, trivially, cheerfully, 
slightly, sluggishly, hardly 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept 

despised: (adj) scorned, despicable, 
hated, abject, disparaged, mean, 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious 

destined: (adj, v) bound, fated; (adj) 
predetermined, sure, inescapable, 
intended, predestined, inevitable, 
prepared, foreordained, appointed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unscheduled, 
unlikely 

destiny: (n) fate, chance, fortune, 
kismet, luck, lot, destination, 
portion, weird, life; (n, v) doom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chance, design 

destroy: (v) demolish, blight, despoil, 
subvert, dismantle, devour, wreck, 
devastate; (adj, v) desolate, abolish; 
(n, v) murder. ANTONYMS: (v) 
preserve, create, make, construct, 
protect, repair, restore, uphold, 
sustain, submit, revive 

desultorily: (adv) disconnectedly, 
ramblingly, irregularly, 
immethodically, erratically, 
indiscriminately, spasmodically, 
discursively, fitfully, purposelessly, 
capriciously 

deteriorate: (adj, v) degrade; (v) 
aggravate, decline, worsen, spoil, 
vitiate, descend, drop, fail, impair, 
rot. ANTONYMS: (v) recover, 
convalesce, grow, strengthen, 
ameliorate, construct, flourish, 
recuperate, renovate, thrive, build 

deteriorated: (adj) worn out, worn, 
enervated, adulterate, disrepair, 
crumbly, shabby, debauched, 
decrepit, degraded, base 

deterioration: (n, v) decline, 
depravation; (n) decay, failure, 
corrosion, decadence, degeneration, 
wear, damage, corruption; (adj, n) 
degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
development, growth, betterment, 
enhancement, help, regeneration, 
revival, amelioration, convalescence, 
increase 

determination: (n) conclusion, 
definition, resolution, decisiveness, 

resolve, will, tenacity, appointment, 
assessment, constancy; (v) award. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
compliance, indecisiveness, 
feebleness, vacillation, irresolution, 
cowardice, indetermination, 
hesitation, flexibility, rashness 

determining: (adj) crucial, deciding, 
conclusive, determinate, certain, 
definite, decisive, fixed, terminative; 
(v) determine; (n) terminer 

detest: (n, v) hate; (v) abominate, 
loathe, despise, execrate, dislike, 
nauseate, contemn, dislike intensely; 
(n) loathing, abhorrence. 
ANTONYMS: (v) adore, like, 
cherish, admire 

detestable: (adj) hateful, abhorrent, 
damnable, odious, offensive, 
despicable, execrable, horrible, 
infamous; (adj, v) cursed; (adj, adv) 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, adorable, sweet, 
loveable, lovable, likable, delightful, 
cherished, honorable, desirable, nice 

detested: (adj) despised, unpopular, 
disliked, loathed, not accepted, 
unloved, scorned, reviled, out of 
favor, not liked 

deuce: (n) devil, couple, two, dyad, 
demon, duo, duet, Twain, Dickens, 
brace, craps 

deuced: (adj) cursed, infernal, damn, 
damned, darned, blessed, goddamn, 
goddam, demonic, unholy, satanic 

deucedly: (adj) desperately, with a 
vengeance; (adv) deadly, devilishly, 
fiendishly, diabolically, cursedly, 
blessedly, damnedly, infernally, 
crazily 

device: (n) emblem, apparatus, 
appliance, artifice, trick, figure, 
contraption, invention, gimmick, 
equipment, plan 

devil: (n) fiend, demon, ghost, 
monster, Lucifer, Satan, Beelzebub, 
deuce, daemon; (v) torment, rag. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel 

devote: (n, v) apply, destine, give, 
assign, vow; (v) consecrate, 
dedicate, commit, appropriate, allot; 
(n) devotion. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withhold, refuse 

devoted: (adj, v) addicted, ardent, 
fond; (adj) affectionate, constant, 
loyal, pious, faithful, reliable, 
zealous; (adj, prep) consecrated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disloyal, 
indifferent, unfaithful, neglectful, 
uncaring, unenthusiastic, 
unattached, lukewarm, inconstant, 
halfhearted, disobedient 

devotedly: (adv) affectionately, 
lovingly, zealously, faithfully, 
piously, fondly, religiously, 
passionately, enthusiastically, 
eagerly, dutifully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coldly, apathetically, 
unfaithfully, unenthusiastically, 
carelessly, disobediently 

devotional: (adj) prayerful, religious, 
holy, pious, solemn, godly, 
reverential, reverent, conscientious; 
(v) devout, pure 

devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire 

dexterously: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, 
expertly, craftily, skilfully, 
dextrously, handily, cleverly, 
proficiently, aptly; (adj, adv) readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, 
incompetently, awkwardly 

diagnosis: (n) diagnosing, 
identification, designation, 
examination, diorism, recognition, 
analysis, diagnostics, diagnose, 
prognosis, division 

diamond: (n) lozenge, infield, square, 
rhombus, rectangle, ball field, 
carbonado, baseball diamond; (adj) 
brilliant, jewel, bijou 

diaries: (n) papers 
diary: (n) calendar, daybook, agenda, 

chronicle, autobiography, annals, 
history, record, ephemeris, writing, 
ledger 

dictated: (adj) set, hard-and-fast, 
compulsive; (n) contumely, 
blameworthy, abuse 

differ: (v) disagree, contradict, clash, 
diverge, deviate, depart, difference, 
discrepancy, conflict, vary, contrast. 
ANTONYMS: (v) correspond, 
concur, conform, match, resemble, 
harmonize, equal, consent, accord, 
accede, support 

diffused: (adj) spread, dispersed, 
dim, distributed, softened 

digging: (n) excavation, excavating, 
digs, dug, excavate, take, locality, 
mining, barb, creating by removal, 
attack reception 

digression: (n, v) deviation, 
diversion; (n) departure, aside, 
excursion, divagation, aberrance, 
deflection, deflexion, divergence, 
difference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consistency, uniformity, regularity 

dilemma: (n) corner, problem, 
predicament, jam, fix, mess, 
difficulty, crisis, plight, doubt; (adj, 
n) embarrassment. ANTONYMS: (n) 
explanation, solution, resolution, 
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ease 
dimly: (adv) obscurely, darkly, 

faintly, dully, duskily, vaguely, 
shadowily, hazily, gloomily, 
somberly; (adj, adv) palely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
strongly, distinctly 

dine: (v) feed, lunch, breakfast, 
dining, meal, give, have supper, 
take tea, grub, consume, entertain. 
ANTONYM: (v) abstain 

dining: (n) feeding, eating; (v) eat 
dining-room: (n) canteen, restaurant 
diplomatic: (adj) careful, suave, 

discreet, delicate, thoughtful, politic, 
sensible, prudent; (adj, v) strategic; 
(v) timeserving; (n) diplomacy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tactless, 
undiplomatic, violent, uncivil, rude, 
impolite, foolish, blunt, artless 

directions: (n) advice, instruction, 
guidance, instructions, briefing, 
commands, orders, will 

dirty: (adj, v) muddy, dirt; (v) 
corrupt, contaminate; (n, v) soil, 
defile; (adj) contemptible, bawdy, 
contaminated, dingy, impure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spotless, 
hygienic, pure, immaculate, 
sanitary, pleasant, sparkling, fair, 
wholesome, washed; (v) purify 

disadvantage: (n) deprivation, 
limitation, loss, inconvenience, 
damage, imperfection, detriment, 
failing, fault, demerit, losses. 
ANTONYMS: (n) benefit, bonus, 
value, plus, assistance, gain, help, 
aid, strength 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
friendly, amiable, inoffensive, 
acceptable, desirable, easygoing, 
happy, pleasing, sweet, nice 

disappear: (v) vanish, melt, fade, 
depart, dematerialize, sink, die out, 
pass, go, end, extinguish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appear, stay, 
arrive, show, materialize, grow, 
surge, wax, continue, increase 

disappearance: (n) vanishing, loss, 
going, fade, evaporation, 
disappearing, departure, passing, 
death, receding, ending. 
ANTONYMS: (n) recurrence, 
appearing, arrival, renaissance, 
revitalization, show, emergence, 
survival 

disappeared: (adj) lost, missing, 
extinct, vanished, left. ANTONYM: 

(adj) remaining 
disapprove: (v) deprecate, object, 

blame, repudiate, censure, disallow, 
reject, turn down, refuse, 
discountenance, deny. 
ANTONYMS: (v) approve, endorse, 
accept, embrace, praise, agree, 
sanction, pass 

disaster: (n) calamity, blow, accident, 
adversity, casualty, cataclysm, 
debacle, destruction, misfortune, 
misadventure, fiasco. ANTONYMS: 
(n) success, blessing, joy, miracle, 
opportunity, wonder, order 

disastrous: (adj) destructive, 
calamitous, fateful, dire, deplorable, 
unfortunate, terrible, sinister, sad, 
unlucky; (adj, v) ruinous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, 
lucky, miraculous, wondrous, 
fortuitous, joyous, wonderful 

disbelieving: (adj) unbelieving, 
skeptical, questioning, leery, not 
persuaded, unsure, uncertain, 
suspicious, quizzical, nervous, 
mistrustful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
believing, credulous, unsuspicious, 
certain, convinced 

discharge: (n) dismissal; (adj, v) 
acquit, deliver, bounce; (v) clear, 
complete, eject, absolve, cashier; (n, 
v) drain; (adj, n, v) burst. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, load, hold, 
detain, convict, delegate, charge, 
assign, enlist, incarcerate; (n) 
burdening 

discharged: (adj) released, exempt, 
clear, freer, free, fired, finished, 
drained, dismissed, defunct, 
deadened 

discipline: (v) castigate, train, 
chastise, chasten, educate, correct; 
(n, v) exercise, practice, drill; (n) 
chastisement, correction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indiscipline, 
permissiveness, laziness, 
disorganization, confusion, reward, 
abandon, negligence, persuasion; (v) 
commend, praise 

disclosing: (n) confession, 
communication 

disclosure: (n) discovery, exposure, 
declaration, confession, 
announcement, betrayal, display, 
divulgence, leak, manifestation, 
publication. ANTONYMS: (n) 
denial, hiding 

discomfort: (n) uneasiness, 
annoyance, unease, anxiety, distress, 
displeasure, agitation, hurt, malaise, 
suffering, restlessness. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) ease, comfort; 

(n) enjoyment, pleasure, calmness, 
calm; (v) relieve, alleviate 

discourage: (n, v) daunt, intimidate, 
dampen, cow, abash; (v) dishearten, 
demoralize, depress, dismay, deject, 
dispirit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, promote, persuade, 
support, endorse, cheer, advocate, 
convince, urge, embolden, inspire 

discover: (v) discern, disclose, 
ascertain, find, perceive, catch, 
expose, hear, determine, sense, 
detect. ANTONYMS: (v) overlook, 
ignore, disregard, confuse, conceal, 
lose 

discovery: (n) detection, disclosure, 
breakthrough, finding, revelation, 
catching, revealing, invention, find, 
development, exploration 

discredit: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
degrade, reproach, shame, doubt, 
defame, slur; (v) disbelieve, decry, 
impeach. ANTONYMS: (n, v) honor; 
(v) believe, credit, dignify, praise, 
trust, verify, support, laud, 
commend, accept 

discreditable: (adj, n) disgraceful; 
(adj) dishonorable, shameful, 
dishonourable, scandalous, 
reprehensible, outrageous, ignoble, 
humiliating, base, reproachful 

discreet: (adj) circumspect, prudent, 
careful, cautious, chary, discerning, 
tactful, diplomatic, sensible, politic; 
(adj, v) wise. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elaborate, tactless, careless, 
indiscreet, reckless, bold, incautious, 
thoughtless, insensitive, loud, 
obvious 

discreetly: (adv) carefully, 
judiciously, cautiously, 
unobtrusively, wisely, quietly, 
thoughtfully, considerately, 
modestly, tactfully, warily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brazenly, 
shamelessly, indiscreetly, tactlessly, 
carelessly, flagrantly, arrogantly, 
recklessly, obviously 

discussions: (n) contumely, 
blameworthy, abuse, dictated 

disdainfully: (adv) contemptuously, 
superciliously, haughtily, proudly, 
cavalierly, derogatorily, 
contumeliously, sneeringly, 
arrogantly, insultingly, 
condescendingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) humbly, hopefully 

disengaged: (adj) vacant, 
unemployed, disentangled, free, 
freed, untrammelled, devoid, 
unreserved, detached, liberated, 
loosened 

  



Ford Madox Ford 239

disentangle: (v) untangle, disengage, 
ravel, clear, extricate, disembroil, 
unwind, detach, comb; (adj, v) 
disencumber, disembarrass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) entangle, tangle, 
entwine, twist, fasten, wind, snarl 

disfavour: (n) disapproval, dislike, 
displeasure, reprobation; (v) 
disadvantage, hinder; (adj) 
handicapped 

disgrace: (adj, n, v) dishonor; (n, v) 
discredit, shame, stain, blemish, 
blot, slur, reproach; (v) degrade, 
debase; (n) degradation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, esteem, 
credit; (v) glorify, dignify, praise; (n) 
merit, grace, pride, rise, worthiness 

disgust: (n) antipathy, aversion, 
abhorrence, abomination, 
detestation, dislike, repugnance; (n, 
v) shock, distaste; (v) nauseate, 
displease. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
delight; (n) love, attraction, liking, 
adoration; (v) attract, allure, charm, 
entice, please 

dish: (n) basin, disk, plate, meal, 
platter, food, saucer, beauty, meat, 
repast; (n, v) hollow 

dishonesty: (n) corruption, betrayal, 
crookedness, injustice, deceitfulness, 
treachery, deviousness, duplicity, 
falsehood, racket, trick. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
sincerity, truthfulness, honestness, 
reliability 

dislike: (n) disapproval, disaffection, 
antipathy, disdain, disfavor, 
revulsion; (n, v) hate, disinclination, 
aversion, distaste; (v) detest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liking, fondness, 
taste, attraction, enjoyment, 
preference, longing; (v) like, enjoy, 
approve, adore 

disliked: (adj) hated, detested, 
averse, lousy, loath, undesirable, 
companionless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
popular, liked 

disliking: (adj) averse, disinclined; 
(n) aversion, disfavor, 
dissatisfaction, disinclination, 
displeasure, distaste 

disorderly: (adj) wild, disordered, 
chaotic, boisterous, jumbled, 
disorganized, unruly, rowdy, 
untidy, irregular; (adj, v) lawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, neat, 
arranged, peaceful, organized, 
systematized, conforming, ordered, 
restrained, behaved, coherent 

dispatch: (n, v) speed, rush; (n) 
consignment, expedition, celerity, 
quickness; (v) send, accelerate, 

deliver, quicken, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) receiving, receipt, dawdling, 
delay, loitering, silence; (v) keep, 
start, begin, hold, retain 

dispatched: (adj) fulfilled, finished 
disposal: (n) administration, 

organization, distribution, sale, 
classification, alienation, giving, 
order, direction, adjustment, 
dispensation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cumulation, collection, acquisition, 
acquirement, accumulation 

disposition: (n) attitude, character, 
disposal, tendency, predisposition, 
inclination, propensity, bias, 
arrangement, direction, aptitude 

disreputable: (adj, n, v) discreditable; 
(adj) base, dishonorable, doubtful, 
sordid, infamous, shameful, 
dishonourable, dishonest, 
despicable, notorious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, respected, ethical, 
noble, decent, respectable, sporting, 
pleasant, admirable, famous, honest 

dissertation: (n) discourse, 
disquisition, discussion, debate, 
paper, speech, tract, exposition, 
sermon, memoir, lecture 

dissimilar: (adj) different, disparate, 
diverse, heterogeneous, unlike, 
divergent, distinct, not like, not 
similar, unequal, separate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) similar, like, 
alike, equal, matched, same, 
uniform, indistinct 

dissimilarity: (n) disparity, 
difference, disagreement, 
unlikeness, dissimilitude, diversity, 
divergence, divarication, contrast, 
distinction, inequality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) similarity, 
equivalence, agreement, likeness, 
resemblance, accordance, 
conformity, affinity, equality 

dissolution: (n) breakup, 
decomposition, cancellation, 
abolition, analysis, dismissal, 
dissipation, death, annulment, 
demise, dissociation. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inauguration, parsimony, 
decency 

dissolved: (adj) adulterate, gone, 
liquified, broken 

distant: (adj) remote, aloof, chill, 
detached, far, reserved, cool, long, 
icy, removed; (adv) afar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) close, 
neighboring, adjacent, friendly, 
near, nearby, warm, pending, 
intimate, involved, alert 

distended: (adj) inflated, bloated, 
turgid, puffed, bombastic, distent, 

expanded, enlarged; (adj, v) puffy; 
(v) blowzy, bigswoln 

distinct: (adj) different, discrete, 
articulate, distinctive, palpable, 
definite, apparent, dissimilar, 
tangible; (adj, prep) separate; (adj, v) 
marked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indistinct, similar, unclear, vague, 
shapeless, inaudible, connected, 
general, resembling, associated, 
amorphous 

distinctly: (adv) clearly, particularly, 
evidently, expressly, obviously, 
markedly, definitely, precisely, 
manifestly, separately, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inaudibly, 
faintly, vaguely, silently, 
imperceptibly, poorly 

distinguished: (adj) dignified, 
celebrated, illustrious, renowned, 
conspicuous, important, reputable, 
great, noble, high, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
insignificant, undignified, Standard, 
pedestrian, low, common, coarse, 
base, undistinguished, modest 

distraction: (adj, n) desperation, 
raving; (n) beguilement, pastime, 
diversion, confusion, entertainment, 
disturbance, daze, recreation; (adj) 
madness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fascination, attentiveness, attention, 
noninterference, calmness, 
concentration 

distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, 
anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, 
hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, 
troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, content, euphoric, 
happy, comforted, glad, joyful, 
collected, unconcerned, unaffected 

distrusted: (adj) suspect 
disturbances: (n) turbulence, strife, 

conflict 
disturbing: (adj) disquieting, 

alarming, disconcerting, worrying, 
bothersome, worrisome, upsetting, 
unsettling, troubling, troublesome, 
distressful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, comforting, pleasing, 
pleasant 

disunion: (n) disjunction, 
disconnection, dissociation, discord, 
alienation, disassociation, 
separation, partition; (n, v) 
disruption, rupture; (v) split 

diverse: (adj) assorted, dissimilar, 
various, several, mixed, distinct, 
disparate, variant, divergent; (adj, v) 
divers, sundry. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
homogeneous, similar, same, alike, 
conforming, uniform, equivalent, 
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identical, limited, like, parallel 
divorce: (v) detach, disunite, 

separate, break up, divide, isolate, 
disjoin, disjoint; (n) separation, 
divorcement; (n, v) rupture. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wedding, union; 
(v) unite, associate, espouse, join, 
marry 

divorced: (adj) unmarried, single, 
separate; (adv) apart. ANTONYM: 
(adj) together 

doctrine: (n) creed, philosophy, 
belief, dogma, credo, conviction, 
lesson, canon, faith, gospel, school 

dogged: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
willful, bullheaded, insistent, 
obstinate, tenacious, wilful, untiring, 
resolute, persistent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) yielding, compromising, 
indifferent, undetermined 

dogmatic: (adj) arbitrary, 
overbearing, authoritative, 
authoritarian, narrow, peremptory, 
doctrinal, doctrinaire; (adj, v) 
absolute, confident, formal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
doubtful, uncertain, amenable, 
equivocal, indecisive, questioning, 
tolerant, ambiguous, polite, liberal 

dollar: (n) greenback, note, coin, 
cartwheel, clam, bill, dollars, silver 
dollar, sterling coin, symbol, 
currency 

dollars: (n) bread 
dolphins: (n) cetacean, Delphinidae, 

family Delphinidae, bellows, blower 
dominated: (adj) under enemy 

control, conquered, dominated by, 
henpecked, obsessed, occupied, 
subject, subjugated, submissive 

domine: (n) dominie, dominus, 
clergyman, a clergyman, dominee 

doom: (n, v) sentence, destine, fate; 
(v) condemn, convict, damn; (n) 
destiny, day of reckoning, chance, 
luck, lot. ANTONYMS: (n) plan; (v) 
absolve 

doomed: (adj, v) destined, fated, 
undone; (adj) condemned, cursed, 
unlucky, unfortunate, inevitable, 
predetermined, ruined; (n) lost. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, 
delivered, hopeful, redeemed, 
revived, saved, successful 

doormat: (n) chicken, door-mat, 
someone, soul, somebody, person, 
mortal, individual, human, mat, 
wuss 

doorstep: (n) threshold, sill, brink, 
door, curbside 

doorway: (n) door, entrance, entry, 
passage, entryway, way in, access, 

driveway, gate, gateway, lobby 
douche: (v) irrigation, flush, 

humectation, immersion, 
infiltration, spargefaction, cleanse; 
(n) shower, bath, balneation, douche 
bag 

downs: (n) weary waste, heath, 
pampas, wold, wild, waste, veldt, 
steppe, savanna, prairie 

downstairs: (adv) beneath, below, 
underneath, down the stairs, 
downward, infra, at a lower place, 
downhill, on a lower floor; (adj) 
downstair; (n) floor. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, adv) upstairs 

dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, 
boxcars 

draft: (n, v) draught, outline, design, 
sketch, blueprint; (n) bill, 
conscription, drawing, bill of 
exchange; (v) recruit, compose. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, expel, 
destroy 

drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, 
heave, tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) 
trail; (n) bother; (adj) dragging. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure; (v) 
hasten, hurry, shove, speed, rush, 
propel, fly 

dragged: (adj) depressed, dejected, 
upset, unhappy, spent, dispirited, 
somber, melancholy, gloomy, 
joyless, low 

drank: (v) absorb 
drawer: (n) draftsman, drawers, till, 

designer, box car, cartoonist, 
commode, engraver, chest, case, 
locker 

drawings: (n) drawing, income 
dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, 

panic; (n) anxiety, awe, 
consternation, alarm, trepidation, 
dismay, foreboding, terror. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
welcomed, pleasant; (v) welcome, 
want; (n) reassurance, fearlessness, 
confidence, security, ease, calm 

dreadful: (adj) bad, awful, alarming, 
atrocious, fearful, terrible, 
abominable, appalling, direful, 
grisly; (adj, v) dread. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, great, lovely, 
fantastic, marvelous, admirable, 
successful, nice, joyous, honorable, 
fair 

dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 
shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, 
horrendously, horribly, atrociously, 
ghastly, tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 

superbly, well 
dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 

cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, 
light, exciting, clear, cheery, 
pleasant, exotic 

dressed: (adj) attired, clad, garbed, 
appareled, spruced up, spiffed up, 
covered, polished, garmented; (v) 
clothed, habited 

drift: (adj, n) stream; (n) current, 
course, tendency, tone, intent; (adj, 
n, v) flow; (n, v) aim, blow; (v) 
ramble, float. ANTONYMS: (v) 
guide, struggle, set, sink, aim, repel 

drifting: (adj, adv) aimless, 
wandering; (adv) adrift; (adj) 
floating, nomadic, vagabond, 
rootless, roaming, wayfaring, 
migratory; (n) running with the 
regulator closed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
resident 

drilling: (n) boring, drill, exercise, 
production, practice, discipline, 
education, piercing, training, 
schooling; (v) educate 

drinking: (n) consumption, ingestion, 
intake, potation, drunkenness, 
crapulence, boozing, drinkable, 
uptake, intemperateness, booze 

drip: (n, v) drop, trickle, leak, escape; 
(n) leakage; (v) distill, weep, seep, 
trill, fall, percolate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flow, pour, surge, flood 

driven: (v) drive, impel, operate, 
propel; (adj) impelled, compulsive, 
motivated, involuntary, dynamic, 
successful; (n) drove 

droning: (adj) buzzing, humming, 
abuzz, booming, monotonous, 
noisy; (n) bourdon, dawdler, drone 
pipe, idleness, monotone. 
ANTONYM: (adj) varied 

drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, 
languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm 

dropping: (adj) dropped, down, 
fatigued, plunging, plummeting, 
dipping; (n) sagging, reducing, 
sinking, dropping of the launcher 
stages, dispatching 

drown: (v) drench, submerge, 
overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, 
swamp, inundate, suffocate, 
asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. 
ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim, 
amplify, dry 

drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) 
drenched, drent 
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drunk: (adj) tipsy, wet, tight, blotto, 
drunken, inebriated; (adj, n) 
inebriate; (n) boozer, dipsomaniac, 
drunkard, drinker. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, clearheaded; (n) 
teetotaler 

drunkard: (n) alcoholic, drinker, 
boozer, dipsomaniac, rummy, 
inebriate, toper, sot, bibber, lush, 
imbiber 

drunken: (adj) boozy, sottish, 
intoxicated, tipsy, tight, bibulous, 
groggy, intemperate, blotto, canned, 
pissed 

drying: (n) curing, desiccation, 
seasoning, dryness, ventilation, 
drying up, aeration, airing; (adj) 
desiccative, siccative, parching 

dual: (adj) duplex, geminate, binary, 
twofold, twin, duple, doubled, two-
ply, doubles, duals, paired. 
ANTONYM: (adj) individual 

duck: (adj, n, v) plunge; (v) douse, 
dodge, dive, evade, circumvent, 
bob, shirk; (adj, n) darling; (adj, v) 
souse; (n) canvas. ANTONYMS: (v) 
confront, rise, jump, meet, accept; 
(n) drake 

duel: (v) combat, duello, contest, 
buck, repel, resist; (n, v) fight, tilt; 
(n) affaire d'honneur, monomachy, 
prize fight 

duke: (n) lord, prince, hand, 
nobleman, fist, chief; (v) pass, box, 
deliver 

dull: (adj) dreary, dense, sluggish, 
dismal, slack, torpid; (adj, v) blunt, 
stupid; (v) deaden, dampen; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, 
sharp, stimulating, exciting, 
lustrous, interesting, exhilarating, 
varied, glossy, glittery, luminous 

dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, 
dim, silent, dull, slow, stupid, 
inarticulate, foolish, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
communicative, intelligent, 
loquacious, sharp, smart, speaking, 
brilliant, talkative 

dummy: (adj) sham, spurious, 
artificial, fictitious; (adj, n) model; 
(n) puppet, booby, dope, boob, 
dumbbell, blank. ANTONYMS: (n) 
scholar, intellectual, genius, original 

duration: (adj, n) length, distance; (n) 
continuation, time, standing, period, 
continuance, stretch, age, 
permanency, span 

dusk: (n) nightfall, twilight, darkness, 
gloaming, sunset, gloom, night, 
shade, shadow, sundown; (adj) 
dusky. ANTONYMS: (n) dawn, 

light, daybreak, morning, afternoon 
dust: (v) sprinkle, clean, spray, wipe, 

spread; (n) dirt, earth, relics, grit, 
remains, soil. ANTONYMS: (n) 
newness; (v) dirty 

dutch: (n) Hollander, Dutchman, the 
Netherlands, Dutchmen; (adj) 
Hollandish 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, 
bide, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell 

dying: (n) death, demise, decease, 
mortality; (adj) vanishing, 
moribund, last, final, ultimate, 
failing, ebbing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thriving, well, opening, aborning, 
developing, flourishing, growing, 
reviving, rejuvenating; (n) birth 

dyspeptic: (adj) atrabilious, irritable, 
liverish, ill-natured, biliary; (n) 
sufferer, diseased person 

earliest: (adj) earlier, early, initial, 
primordial, matutinal, original, 
primitive, aboriginal, chief, 
foremost, opening. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) latest, subsequent, 
contemporary 

earn: (v) acquire, deserve, get, attain, 
win, bring in, bring, achieve, bear, 
merit, yield. ANTONYMS: (v) 
spend, cost, scatter 

earned: (adj) deserved, realized, due 
earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 

solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous 

earnestness: (n) seriousness, 
sincerity, gravity, fervor, devotion, 
graveness, staidness, honesty; (adj, 
n) ardor, zeal, intentness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slackness, 
lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy 

earning: (n) proceeds; (v) get 
ears: (n) antenna 
earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) 

carnal, worldly, conceivable, 
human, geotic, secular, terrene, 
temporal, telluric, sublunary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spiritual, divine, 
ethereal, immortal, impossible, 
improbable, inconceivable, celestial 

ease: (v) alleviate, assuage, relieve, 
allay; (n) convenience, rest, leisure, 
relief, satisfaction; (adj, v) facilitate; 
(n, v) relax. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discomfort, formality, 
awkwardness, worry, toil, problem, 
pain, maladroitness; (v) aggravate, 
worsen, impede 

eased: (adj) relieved, mitigated, 
cloaked, palliate, disguised 

eating: (n) ingestion, intake, feeding, 
browsing, banqueting, food, 
lunching, supping, pica, repletion; 
(v) eat 

eavesdropping: (n) talk, OUI dire, 
electronic eavesdropping; (adj) nosy 

economical: (adj) prudent, economic, 
cheap, inexpensive, provident, 
sparing, careful, saving, cautious; 
(adj, n) frugal; (n) economy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) expensive, 
spendthrift, extravagant, wasteful, 
costly, lavish, uneconomical, fussy 

economize: (v) economise, save, 
preserve, skimp, husband, retrench, 
cut back, stint, economizing, save 
up, spare. ANTONYMS: (v) waste, 
spend, squander, expand 

edition: (n) release, print, circulation, 
copy, quantity of Stamps issued, 
number, issue, adaptation, book, 
issuance, variation 

educate: (v) instruct, civilize, train, 
cultivate, coach, bring up, drill, 
discipline, breed, rear, nurture 

educated: (adj, v) erudite, lettered; 
(adj) learned, enlightened, trained, 
refined, informed, taught, 
cultivated, intellectual; (v) 
instructed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uneducated, ignorant, naive, 
illiterate, uncouth, uninformed, 
unlearned, wild 

educating: (adj) taming, humanizing, 
calming 

efface: (v) cancel, erase, obliterate, 
destroy, expunge, wipe out, 
suppress, sponge, blot out, blur, 
raze 

effected: (adj) completed, complete, 
finished, fulfilled, done, realized, 
conventional, constituted, 
established 

effectual: (adj, n) efficient, 
efficacious, able; (adj) forceful, 
telling, authoritative, operative, 
potent, adequate, impressive, 
powerful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ineffectual, incapable, weak, 
impotent, ineffective, unproductive, 
unsuccessful, useless 

efficiently: (adv) efficaciously, 
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effectively, skillfully, practically, 
validly, goodly, competently, 
usefully, expertly, easily, 
qualifiedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loosely, awkwardly, incompetently, 
slowly, messily, ineptly, 
expensively, poorly 

effulgence: (n) brilliance, brightness, 
radiancy, glow, radiance, luster, 
burnish, glory, shine, sheen, 
refulgence 

ejected: (adj) evicted, dispossessed 
elaborated: (adj) elaborate, careful, 

finished, wrought 
elaborately: (adv) detailedly, fancily, 

laboredly, complicatedly, minutely, 
extensively, flamboyantly, knottily, 
ornamentally, involvedly, ornately. 
ANTONYM: (adv) simply 

elbow: (n, v) poke, nudge, jolt; (n) 
cubitus, elbow joint, angle, 
articulation; (v) jostle, push, shove, 
crowd 

elder: (adj) older, big, adult; (n) dean, 
doyen, patriarch, ancient, boss, 
elderberry, superior, presbyter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) youngster, minor, 
child, inferior; (adj) youngest, 
younger, little 

eldest: (adj) elder, older, oldest, 
eigne; (n) offspring, progeny, doyen 

elegance: (adj, n) daintiness; (n) 
refinement, beauty, chic, grace, 
style, flair, courtliness, courtesy, 
polish, panache. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awkwardness, ugliness, inelegance, 
bareness, roughness, scruffiness, 
untidiness, rudeness, vulgarity, 
tackiness, tastelessness 

elegant: (adj) delicate, courtly, 
splendid, dainty, beautiful, polite, 
refined, dressy, debonair, chic, neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) scruffy, clumsy, 
inelegant, plain, tacky, coarse, 
unsophisticated, unrefined, shabby, 
crude, vigorous 

elementary: (adj) simple, primary, 
fundamental, primitive, basal, easy, 
elemental, introductory, essential, 
main, original. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
secondary, complex, hard, 
complicated, difficult, final 

elevated: (adj) exalted, towering, 
noble, lofty, grand, great, majestic, 
tall, elated, magnanimous; (adj, v) 
steep. ANTONYMS: (adj) base, 
lowly, decreased, humble, inferior, 
lessened, low, sunken, undignified, 
lowered 

elevating: (adj) inspiring, 
exhilarating 

elevation: (n) height, highness, 

exaltation, ascent, climb, hill, 
aggrandizement, raise, El, Alt, 
stature. ANTONYMS: (n) 
degradation, descent, levelness, 
depression, downgrading, 
demotion, drop, depth 

elevator: (n) levator, extensor, crane, 
lifter, rise, winch, ski lift, silo, 
paternoster; (v) dumbwaiter, 
escalator 

embellishments: (n) trimmings, 
arrangements, added extras, fixing, 
trappings 

embossed: (adj) raised, brocaded, 
stamped, decorated, prominent, 
bossy; (n) relief 

embrace: (v) comprise, adopt, 
comprehend, contain, admit, 
espouse, include; (n, v) clasp, hug, 
grip, bosom. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, exclude, spurn, shun, 
renounce, release, loose, disbelieve 

embraced: (adj) popular 
embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, 

exaggerated, bewrought, decorated 
embroidering: (n) embellishment, 

hyperbole 
embroidery: (n) needlework, 

ornamentation, fancywork, sewing, 
drawnwork, crewelwork, cutwork, 
decoration, adornment, ornament, 
stitchery. ANTONYM: (n) 
understatement 

emerald: (adj) green, verdigris, verd 
antique, malachite, verdant, 
brilliant; (n) beryl, gem, viridity, 
greenness, chalcedony 

eminently: (adv) highly, 
prominently, outstandingly, 
conspicuously, loftily, illustriously, 
preeminently, famously, grandly, 
exaltedly, gloriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) commonly, unexceptionally, 
unremarkably 

emotion: (n) love, feeling, passion, 
heart, commotion, mood, pathos, 
excitement, sensibility; (n, v) 
sensation; (v) impression. 
ANTONYMS: (n) detachment, 
coldness, unfeelingness, calmness 

emotions: (n) reputation, emotion, 
feeling, temperament, personality, 
character, disposition, breast, bosom 

emperor: (n) sovereign, ruler, 
monarch, imperator, mikado, king, 
Saturnia pavonia, crowned head, 
emperors, protector, saturniid 

employed: (adj) engaged, working, 
occupied, hired, used, made use of, 
rapt, affianced, earnest, betrothed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unemployed, 
unoccupied, idle 

encouragement: (n) aid, support, 
promotion, backing, incentive, 
cheer, consolation, boost, advocacy, 
fosterage, assistance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) neglect, deflation, disheartening, 
disincentive, dissuasion, opposition, 
deterrent 

encumbered: (adj) burdened, 
burdensome, weighed down, heavy, 
deep, clayey, cloggy. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unencumbered 

endeavour: (n) attempt, effort, pains, 
trial, try, enterprise, striving, 
contribution, braving; (v) exert, 
strive 

ended: (adj) concluded, finished, 
over, done, completed, closed, 
through, terminated, consummate, 
all over; (adj, v) past 

ending: (n) conclusion, end, closure, 
close, completion, finish, 
termination, dissolution, death; (adj, 
n) closing, last. ANTONYMS: (n) 
beginning, middle, commencement, 
inauguration, kickoff, prelude, 
establishment; (adj) first 

endless: (adj) constant, perpetual, 
interminable, continuous, ceaseless, 
eternal, uninterrupted, everlasting, 
incessant, vast, unrelenting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, 
restricted, limited, intermittent, 
ending, finishing, sporadic, mortal, 
inconstant, few, slight 

ends: (n) tops, crook, band, bend, 
bind, limits, clippings, curve, 
trimmings, boundaries 

enduring: (adj) durable, abiding, 
lasting, permanent, continuing, 
constant, hardy, immortal, eternal, 
stable; (adv) enduringly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impatient, 
transient, fleeting, mortal, modern, 
insubstantial, inconstant, fickle, 
erratic, unstable 

energetically: (adv) vigorously, 
strongly, actively, briskly, lustily, 
forcefully, lively, forcibly, 
powerfully, spiritedly, strenuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) idly, quietly, 
lifelessly, resignedly, indifferently, 
feebly, wearily, languorously, lazily, 
sluggishly, passively 

enfold: (v) embrace, enclose, encircle, 
cover, envelop, fold, wrap, cuddle, 
muffle, lap, hug 

engaged: (adj) occupied, betrothed, 
employed, affianced, engrossed, 
reserved, absorbed, working, 
pledged, involved, committed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) free, unengaged, 
unemployed, uncommitted, 
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unattached, single, detached, idle 
engaging: (adj, v) charming, inviting, 

prepossessing; (adj) attractive, 
interesting, lovable, delightful, 
appealing, pleasant, captivating; 
(adv) engagingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) repulsive, loathsome, repellant, 
unattractive, undesirable, unlikable, 
dull, unpleasant, repellent 

englishman: (n) Sassenach, British, 
Briton, Britisher, Englander, English, 
Saxon, limey, burgher, Jacobean, 
burgess 

engrossing: (adj) fascinating, 
riveting, gripping, captivating, 
entrancing, enthralling, beguiling, 
charming, enchanting; (adj, v) 
interesting; (v) engross. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninteresting, 
dull, monotonous, tiresome, 
unexciting 

engrossment: (n) attention, 
concentration, abstraction, 
preoccupancy, preoccupation, 
centering, abstractedness, assiduity, 
assiduousness, immersion, complete 
attention 

enigmatic: (adj) incomprehensible, 
inscrutable, impenetrable, obscure, 
puzzling, mysterious, unfathomable, 
cryptic, dark, abstruse, secretive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
straightforward, obvious, known, 
plain, explicable 

enjoying: (n) relish, enjoyment; (adj) 
comfortable, fruitive 

enjoyment: (n) delight, appreciation, 
gratification, comfort, relish, 
satisfaction, happiness, delectation, 
gusto, amusement, diversion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
abhorrence, antipathy, apathy, 
aversion, discomfort, displeasure, 
dissatisfaction, misery, repulsion, 
sorrow 

enormously: (adv) hugely, 
prodigiously, mightily, vastly, 
immensely, greatly, extremely, 
massively, infinitely; (adj, adv) 
monstrously, excessively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
somewhat, hardly 

enraged: (adj) angered, furious, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, 
incensed, exasperated, raging, 
irritated, boiling 

entering: (n) entry, entrance, 
admission, enrollment, penetration, 
ingress, registration, encroachment, 
entree; (adj, n) incoming; (v) go in 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased 
entertainment: (n) distraction, 

diversion, enjoyment, show, 
pleasure, recreation, fun, reception, 
pastime; (adj, n) party; (n, v) 
regalement. ANTONYMS: (n) job, 
boredom, discomfort 

enthusiasm: (adj, n) devotion; (n, v) 
ardor, zeal; (adj, n, v) passion; (n) 
ardour, animation, craze, ebullience, 
gusto, inspiration, interest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
lethargy, passivity, unwillingness, 
boredom, unconcern, detachment, 
gloom, gloominess, patience, 
reluctance 

entrance: (v) enchant, charm, 
captivate, bewitch, enrapture; (n) 
access, entry, admittance, threshold, 
arrival, door. ANTONYMS: (n) 
departure, exit, egress, egression, 
exiting, exclusion, retirement; (v) 
bore, repel, repulse 

envelope: (n, v) covering, cloak, 
blanket; (n) casing, container, pack, 
case, coating, jacket, integument, 
vesicle 

enveloped: (adj) convoluted, 
enclosed, cover, bounded, 
Byzantine, clothed, involved, misty, 
swallowed, vestured, emotionally 
involved 

enveloping: (n) envelopment, 
enclosure, boxing, enclosing, 
encasement; (prep) about; (adj) 
comprehensive, roundabout, 
circuitous. ANTONYM: (adj) 
contained 

envisage: (v) fancy, imagine, foresee, 
dream, think, visualize, see, picture, 
daydream, predict, fantasize 

episcopalian: (adj) pontifical 
equatorial: (adj) Mediterranean 
erastian: (n) Glassite, irvingite, 

Sandemanian, Mormon 
erotic: (adj) sexy, amatory, 

passionate, sexual, voluptuous, 
carnal, lascivious, lecherous, 
libidinous, lewd; (v) motherly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unerotic, bland, 
dull, frigid, anaphrodisiac 

errands: (n) everyday Jobs, farm 
duties 

eruption: (adj, n) burst, blast, 
explosion; (adj) detonation, 
discharge; (n) rash, spurt, outburst, 
eructation, effusion, bang. 
ANTONYMS: (n) retention, slump 

escapade: (n) lark, adventure, prank, 
caper, exploit, romp, dangerous 
undertaking, crotchet, capriccio; 
(adj, n) monkey trick; (adj) boutade 

esteem: (n) deference, admiration; (n, 
v) respect, value, consideration, 

account; (v) appreciate, deem, adore, 
admire, count. ANTONYMS: (v) 
scorn, hate, disdain, insult, despise, 
abominate, abhor, dislike, reject; (n) 
disesteem, disapproval 

estimate: (v) compute, consider, 
weigh, assess; (n, v) guess, esteem, 
calculation, gauge, forecast; (n) 
appraisal, assessment. ANTONYMS: 
(v) measure, compute 

estimation: (n) deference, 
assessment, calculation, 
approximation, appraisal, attention; 
(n, v) esteem, consideration, regard, 
reputation, credit. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calculation, disbelief, doubt 

estrange: (v) disaffect, alien, separate, 
wean, divide, dissociate; (adj, v) set 
against; (adj) rile, incense, repel, sow 
dissension. ANTONYMS: (v) 
involve, engage, espouse, reconcile, 
unite, conciliate 

estranged: (adj) disaffected, 
separated, confused, bitter, anomic, 
neurotic, lonely, homeless, 
friendless, foreign, factious 

etching: (n) print, corrosion, 
impression, printmaking, etching 
process, copper etching, aquatinta, 
drawing; (v) etch, engrave, water 
color drawing 

eternal: (adj) constant, perpetual, 
ceaseless, everlasting, lasting, 
continual, aeonian, immortal, 
boundless, deathless, enduring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mortal, finite, 
brief, ephemeral, fleeting, 
terminable, ending, fragile, 
inconstant 

eternally: (adv) always, permanently, 
incessantly, perpetually, constantly, 
ceaselessly, endlessly, unendingly, 
unceasingly, lastingly; (adj, adv) 
forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) briefly, 
sporadically 

eternity: (n) aeon, afterlife, forever, 
perpetuity, timelessness, 
endlessness, everlasting, endless 
time, everlastingness, everness, 
existence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
finiteness, impermanence 

eunuch: (n) eunuchate, gelding, man, 
adult male 

evade: (v) escape, avoid, parry, 
dodge, skirt, duck, sidestep, 
circumvent, hedge, fudge; (adj, v) 
equivocate. ANTONYMS: (v) face, 
address, accept, meet, acquire 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, 
ephemeral, fleeting, mortal, ending, 
terminating, inconstant, fragile, 
perishable 

evident: (adj) obvious, distinct, 
discernible, clear, manifest, 
conspicuous, patent, plain, 
noticeable, open, certain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unnoticed, 
obscure, concealed, hidden, 
inconspicuous, uncertain, unknown, 
imperceptible, disputable, 
ambiguous, undetectable 

evidently: (adv) clearly, patently, 
plainly, obviously, manifestly, 
openly, certainly, overtly, markedly, 
conspicuously, palpably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) doubtfully, 
imperceptibly, obscurely, 
questionably, actually, ambiguously, 
inconspicuously 

evil: (adj) bad, criminal, corrupt, 
wicked, destructive, depraved; (adj, 
n) ill, detriment; (n) adversity, 
disaster, depravity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, righteousness, 
morality; (adj) kindhearted, 
righteous, benign, moral, pure, 
upright, virtuous, sinless 

evolving: (v) evolve; (adj) moving, 
nascent, growing, embryonic, 
ongoing; (n) movement, 
development 

exact: (adj, n) correct; (v) demand, 
claim, command, ask; (n, v) require; 
(adj, v) close, direct; (adj) precise, 
detailed, faithful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wrong, vague, imprecise, 
approximate, inexact, rough, 
careless, thoughtless, indeterminate; 
(v) tender, give 

exactitude: (n) precision, exactness, 
correctness, punctuality, fidelity, 
trueness, truth, veracity, rigor, 
thoroughness, promptitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
inaccuracy, inexactness 

exaggerated: (adj) extravagant, 
theatrical, immoderate, inflated, 
overdone, hyperbolic, magnified, 
pretentious, overstated, excessive; 
(adj, v) hypertrophied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
unembellished, minimized 

exaggeration: (n) distortion, 
magnification, enlargement, 
overstatement, hyperbole, 
misrepresentation, caricatura, 
embellishment, elaboration, trope, 
romance. ANTONYMS: (n) irony, 
minimizing, reduction 

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 

(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, 
greatly, awfully, terrifically, 
eminently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
slightly, hardly, insufficiently, 
somewhat 

excelsior: (n) packing, wood wool, 
wood shavings 

exception: (n) objection, exemption, 
anomaly, immunity, privilege, 
repudiation, release, condition, 
salvo, animadversion; (adj, n) 
peculiarity. ANTONYM: (n) liability 

excess: (n) extravagance, dissipation, 
plethora, abundance, exaggeration, 
overindulgence, surfeit, 
overabundance, overplus; (adj) 
extra, unnecessary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) lack, restraint, moderation, 
shortfall, dearth, temperance, deficit, 
insufficiency, justice, scarcity, 
abstinence 

excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, 
exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, 
very, profusely, overly, 
exaggeratedly, intemperately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably, 
moderately, insufficiently 

excite: (v) arouse, enliven, disturb, 
agitate, awaken, incite, inspire, 
rouse, electrify; (n, v) energize; (adj, 
v) quicken. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
pacify, bore, soothe, stifle, 
tranquilize, placate, quiet, dampen 

excited: (adj, v) animated, ardent; 
(adj) ablaze, enthusiastic, emotional, 
frantic, warm, heated, delirious, 
fervent, passionate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cool, unexcited, bored, 
tranquil, easygoing, disappointed, 
despairing, comatose, apathetic, 
sedate, composed 

excitement: (n) commotion, emotion, 
animation, agitation, disturbance, 
elation, enthusiasm, eagerness, 
taking, excitation, tumult. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, 
boredom, tediousness, desolation, 
apathy, bore, dormancy, 
indifference, somnolence, 
despondency, lifelessness 

exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry 
out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, 
scream, shout out, speak, vociferate 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis 

exclusively: (adv) entirely, alone, 
specially, completely, individually, 
selectly, particularly, totally, 

especially, wholly; (adj, adv) only. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) openly, partly, 
partially 

excruciating: (adj) agonizing, 
harrowing, painful, sharp, 
intolerable, acute, violent, 
insupportable, intense, torturing; (v) 
cutting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bearable, painless, pleasant, 
pleasing, soothing, wonderful, dull 

excursion: (n) expedition, jaunt, 
outing, digression, drive, tour, 
airing, voyage, deviation, stroll; (n, 
v) journey 

excuse: (n, v) pardon, palliate; (v) 
absolve, exculpate, condone, acquit, 
justify, forgive; (n) alibi, pretext, 
evasion. ANTONYMS: (v) blame, 
accuse, chide, discipline, include, 
reprimand, castigate; (n) accusation 

excused: (adj) privileged, immune 
execution: (n) accomplishment, 

achievement, enforcement, 
implementation, effect, action, 
carrying out, executing, discharge, 
death penalty, capital punishment. 
ANTONYM: (n) omission 

exercises: (n) military exercises, 
athletics 

exhausted: (adj) fatigued, tired, 
spent, dry, empty, depleted, jaded, 
enervated, faint; (adj, v) gone, weak. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
strong, restored, vigorous, 
unexhausted, replenished, 
remaining, energized, invigorated, 
restocked 

exhibited: (adj) ostensible, avowed, 
apparent, declared 

expecting: (adj) pregnant, confident, 
with child, heavy, hopeful; (n) 
family way 

expedition: (n) dispatch, travel, 
celerity, speed, haste, readiness, 
quest, tour; (n, v) campaign, 
journey, crusade. ANTONYMS: (n) 
delay, procrastination, slowing 

expense: (n) disbursement, 
expenditure, price, outlay, amount, 
toll, fee, payment, costs; (n, v) 
charge, detriment. ANTONYM: (n) 
income 

expenses: (n) expenditure, expense, 
charge, costs, fee, spending, 
disbursement, overheads, payment, 
outlay, upkeep 

expensively: (adv) preciously, 
lavishly, extravagantly, highly, 
sumptuously, excessively, dear, 
luxuriously, richly, extremely, 
splendidly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
inexpensively 
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expert: (adj, n) adept, proficient, 
professional; (adj) skillful, adroit, 
dexterous, able, experienced, clever, 
deft; (n, v) critic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unskilled, inept, untrained, inferior, 
inexperienced, immature, 
unschooled; (n) beginner, novice, 
tyro, apprentice 

explore: (v) search, delve, research, 
enquire, discover, prospect, 
scrutinize, investigate, plumb, 
probe, view 

explosion: (n) blast, detonation, 
boom, eruption, bang, fulmination, 
outbreak, outburst; (adj, n, v) 
discharge; (adj, n) paroxysm; (n, v) 
salvo. ANTONYMS: (n) collapse, 
slump 

explosive: (n) bomb, gunpowder, 
burster, cordite, mine, missile; (adj) 
volatile, combustible, unstable, 
fickle; (v) convulsive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, nonexplosive, relaxed, 
peaceful, placid, reliable 

exposure: (n, v) disclosure, 
exposition; (n) detection, exhibition, 
peril, risk, danger, expose, 
discovery, showing, demonstration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) concealment, 
safeguard, shelter, shield, resistance, 
security 

expressionless: (adj) empty, 
deadpan, blank, impassive, wooden, 
vacuous, vacant, unexpressive, 
unmeaning, inscrutable, stolid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) expressive, 
spirited, lively, demonstrative, alive, 
sympathetic, emotional 

expressions: (n) vocabulary, terms, 
language 

exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 
magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly 

extinction: (n) destruction, 
extermination, end, expiration, 
obliteration, expiry, dissolution, 
devastation, demise, effacement; (n, 
v) cessation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
preservation, protection 

extort: (v) exact, soak, compel, take, 
wring, force, extract, pry; (adj) 
bleed, fleece, overcharge 

extracted: (v) descended, extraught 
extraordinarily: (adv) singularly, 

rarely, unusually, exceptionally, 
extremely, peculiarly, remarkably, 
phenomenally, uncommonly, 
exceedingly, especially. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, 
unremarkably, ordinarily 

extraordinariness: (n) abnormality, 
oddity 

extraordinary: (adj) odd, exceptional, 
curious, rare, special, phenomenal, 
amazing, astonishing, unusual, 
strange, abnormal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, everyday, 
usual, common, mundane, regular, 
undistinguished, unremarkable, 
insignificant, natural 

extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 
excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness 

extravagant: (adj) wasteful, 
luxurious, prodigal, exaggerated, 
profligate, costly, expensive, lavish, 
immoderate, profuse, undue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
frugal, parsimonious, plain, stingy, 
understated, thrifty, reasonable, 
moderate, cautious, tasteful 

extreme: (adj) deep, excessive, 
enormous, supreme, terrible, 
uttermost, ultimate, utmost, intense, 
immoderate; (n) edge. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) mild, slight; (adj) middle, 
reasonable, near, limited, close, 
conventional, ordinary, normal, 
insignificant 

eyebrow: (n) supercilium, eyebrows, 
forehead, strap line, hair 

eyelash: (n) cilium, eyelashes, cut, 
eyewinker, hair 

eyelashes: (n) cilia 
faculty: (adj, n) capacity, cleverness; 

(n) aptitude, capability, bent, power, 
staff, facility; (adj, n, v) talent; (n, v) 
endowment, gift. ANTONYMS: (n) 
students, pupils, ineptness, 
incompetence, incapacity 

fading: (n) attenuation, bleaching, 
discoloration, disappearance, 
evaporation, colour fading, decay; 
(adj) disappearing, paling, 
weakening, decaying. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thriving, increasing, growing 

faint: (adj, n, v) swoon; (adj) dim, 
feeble, dizzy, indistinct, vague, soft, 
dull; (adj, v) weak; (v) languish, pass 
out. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, 
clear, obvious, loud, considerable, 
pungent, invigorated, hearty, 
energetic, defined; (v) revive 

faintly: (adv) dimly, vaguely, 
indistinctly, lightly, weakly, hazily, 
slightly, softly, shadowily, infirmly, 
palely. ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 

intensely, distinctly, 
overpoweringly, harshly, 
considerably, powerfully, strongly, 
brightly, obviously, audibly 

fairness: (adj, n) candor, comeliness, 
honesty; (n) beauty, justice, candour, 
equality, reasonableness, frankness, 
veracity, neutrality. ANTONYMS: 
(n) unfairness, prejudice, bias, 
inequity, partiality, pettiness, 
inequality 

faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, 
exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, 
dependable, devoted, sound, 
devout; (adj, v) constant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, false, 
inaccurate, unfaithful, unrealistic, 
faithless, perfidious, backstabbing, 
cheating, inexact, loose 

falls: (n) cataract, waterfall, chute, 
angel, torrent, Victoria, twin, force, 
body of water, Guaira, Niagara 

false: (adj, n) bastard; (adj, adv) 
counterfeit, deceitful; (adj) untrue, 
dishonest, erroneous, sham, 
assumed, artificial, fictitious, 
deceptive. ANTONYMS: (adj) real, 
genuine, faithful, factual, correct, 
natural, truthful, honest, valid, just, 
loyal 

fancy: (n, v) desire, fantasy, caprice, 
dream, wish, daydream; (v) 
imagine, consider; (adj, v) conceive; 
(n) conception, conceit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reality, certainty, 
actuality, conviction; (adj) 
unadorned, common; (v) hate, 
demonstrate, detest, disapprove, test 

fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, 
hook, unguis, teeth; (n) clutches 

fantastic: (adj) bizarre, extraordinary, 
antic, marvelous, fantastical, 
grotesque, wonderful, extravagant, 
terrific, strange, illusory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awful, ordinary, 
real, unpleasant, tiny, plausible, 
normal, lousy, little, Lilliputian, 
poor 

fare: (n, v) do; (n) food, aliment, 
board, table, charge, chow, menu, 
traveller; (v) come, eat. ANTONYM: 
(v) stop 

farmer: (n) rustic, agriculturist, tiller, 
boor, cultivator, husbandman, 
granger, planter, sodbuster, 
yeoman, backwoodsman 

farming: (n) cultivation, husbandry, 
culture, gardening, tillage, land, 
arboriculture, dairying, animal 
husbandry; (adj) agrarian, 
agricultural 

fascinating: (adj, v) captivating, 
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charming, engaging, interesting; 
(adj) engrossing, absorbing, 
attractive, delightful, alluring, 
bewitching, seductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, dull, 
repellent, unappealing, repulsive 

fatal: (adj) deadly, pestilent, lethal, 
disastrous, destructive, dangerous, 
deathly, fateful, murderous, critical; 
(adj, v) mortal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, nourishing, healthful, 
benign, uncritical, mild 

fate: (n, v) doom; (n) chance, luck, 
fatality, fortune, kismet, allotment, 
portion, lot; (v) destine, designate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) will, design, 
choice, accident, chance 

fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, 
motherly, sisterly, parental, 
affectionate, benevolent, benign; 
(adj, adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) 
motherly 

fatigue: (v) exhaust, tire, weary, 
harass, enervate, fag, jade, wear; (n) 
exhaustion, weariness, tiredness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness, 
vitality, vigor, strength; (v) energize, 
renew, rejuvenate, restore, 
invigorate 

fatuous: (adj) asinine, foolish, goofy, 
footling, insensate, empty, simple, 
silly, senseless, mindless, imbecile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brilliant, 
intelligent, smart, wise, sensible 

favour: (n) relief, goodness, 
assistance, office, favoritism, 
benignity; (v) choose, prefer, 
privilege, facilitate, approve 

favourable: (adj) convenient, 
encouraging, good, auspicious, 
useful, benevolent, favorable, 
profitable, conducive, opportune, 
prosperous 

favoured: (adj) preferred, preferential 
feat: (n) deed, accomplishment, 

achievement, act, effort, 
performance, action, triumph, 
attainment, trick; (adj) fetis . 
ANTONYM: (n) inaction 

feathering: (n) plumage, quill, 
rotation, plume, bevelling, ink creep, 
feather edging 

feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 
helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 
persuasive, able 

fees: (n) fee, cost, emoluments 
fellow: (adj, n) comrade, associate; 

(n) boy, equal, brother, peer, chap, 
colleague, compeer, buddy; (adj, n, 
v) concomitant. ANTONYMS: (n) 
female, woman, girl, foe, enemy, 
antagonist, competitor 

fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 
faculty 

feminine: (adj) effeminate, womanly, 
maidenly, delicate, not male, 
pistillate, wifely, mild; (n) girl, lady, 
gender. ANTONYMS: (adj) male, 
unwomanly, neuter 

femininity: (n) muliebrity, woman, 
womanliness, effeminateness, sex, 
femaleness, feminity, trait, 
femineity, female, womanhood. 
ANTONYMS: (n) masculinity, 
maleness 

fence: (n, v) hedge, wall, bar; (n) 
barrier, hurdle, pale, boundary; (v) 
quibble, enclose, parry, contend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) challenge, face, 
confront 

fencing: (n) swordplay, enclosure, 
paling, evasion, barrier, railing, 
inclosure, weir; (v) prevarication, 
equivocation, fraud 

ferocious: (adj) cruel, brutal, 
barbarous, feral, truculent, 
atrocious, fell, bloodthirsty, brutish; 
(adj, v) fierce, savage. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gentle, mild, tender, tame, 
nonviolent, kind, calm 

ferocity: (n) violence, cruelty, 
ferociousness, fury, rage, truculence, 
atrocity, fierceness, wildness, 
vehemence, anger. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meekness, friendliness, serenity 

ferry: (n) ferryboat, boat, pass, ship, 
passage, ford; (v) convey, transport, 
transfer, take, bring 

festooned: (adj) bedecked, 
ornamental, decorated; (v) ornate, 
rich, tesselated, gilt 

fetch: (v) carry, bring, bring in, 
convey, draw, elicit, deliver, catch, 
get, attract; (adj, n) feint 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattractive, repulsive, ugly 

feudal: (adj) feudatory, medieval, 
feodal 

fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, 
heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, 
Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever, 
Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever 

feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, 
n) hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

calm, afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow 

fewer: (n) not as much as, negative 
amount, deficiency, defect, lesser 
amount 

fidelity: (n) constancy, devotion, 
faithfulness, adherence, allegiance, 
loyalty, faith, dedication, exactness; 
(adj, n) honesty, truth. 
ANTONYMS: (n) infidelity, 
unfaithfulness, disloyalty, 
inaccuracy, faithlessness, 
dishonesty, unreliability 

fidget: (adj) bustle, bother, hurry, 
fuss, stir; (n) agitation, fidgetiness, 
restlessness; (v) agitate, squirm, 
wiggle 

fiend: (n) monster, devil, fanatic, 
brute, deuce, incubus, goblin, ogre, 
enthusiast, daemon, addict. 
ANTONYM: (n) angel 

fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, 
intense, ardent; (adj, v) savage, 
furious. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
mild, calm, quiet, tame, docile, 
weak, peaceful, pleasant 

fiercely: (adv) violently, bitterly, 
strongly, savagely, brutally, 
intensely, wildly, cruelly, 
vehemently, grimly, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, dully, 
tame, docilely, tamely, calmly, 
feebly 

fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, 
cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence, 
wildness, ferociousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness 

figured: (adj) figurative, glyptic, 
conjectural, implied 

figuring: (n) calculation, reckoning, 
estimation, computing, figure, 
approximation, conversion, 
derivative, differential, estimate, 
derived function 

filled: (adj) replete, packed, fraught, 
teeming, laden, abundant, 
congested, charged, stuffed; (adj, 
adv) crowded; (n) fuller. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, clear 

filtered: (n) clean, drinkable; (adj) 
refined 

filthy: (adj) unclean, dingy, nasty, 
foul, disgusting, squalid, bawdy, 
muddy, grimy, grubby, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) decent, pleasant, 
attractive 

financier: (n) capitalist, backer, 
banker, sponsor, dealer, broker, 
moneylender, stockbroker, city man, 
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investor; (v) operate. ANTONYM: 
(n) supplier 

fined: (adj) penalized, penalised 
finest: (adj, n) elite; (adj) top, select, 

excellent, most favorable, most 
excellent, most advantageous, 
exclusive, classic, best possible; (n) 
cream 

finger: (v) feel, handle, touch, thumb, 
indicate, point; (n) digit, dactyl, 
forefinger, pointer; (n, v) hand. 
ANTONYM: (v) clear 

fireplace: (n) chimney, fire, hearth, 
oven, stove, fire place, fireside, 
kitchen, niche, recess, furnace 

fireside: (n) fireplace, home, family, 
habitation, dwelling, abode, 
domicile, country, dwelling house, 
fire, habitat 

first-class: (adj) excellent, grand, 
crack, fine, capital, dandy, splendid, 
superior, fantastic, high-class, top 

fishing: (n) fishery, casting, fishing 
job, piscary, piscation, rodding, 
halieutics, sport fishing; (v) 
coursing, hawking; (adj) halieutic 

fist: (n, v) hand; (n) duke, clenched 
fist, feist, manus, grip, index; (v) 
finger, paw, neif, neaf 

fitting: (n) adaptation, adjustment, 
appointment; (adj) apt, appropriate, 
applicable, felicitous, just, decorous, 
becoming, suitable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) improper, wrong, 
incompatible, inconvenient, undue, 
unfit, unsatisfactory, unseemly, 
unsuitable 

fives: (n) LA grace, battledore and 
shuttlecock, rackets, court game 

fixedly: (adv) steadily, steadfastly, 
regularly, intently, stably, setly, 
permanently, rigidly, unwaveringly, 
surely, resolutely 

flame: (adj, n) fire, sweetheart; (adj, 
v) burn, glow; (n, v) flash; (n) 
ardour, burning, fervor, enthusiasm, 
combustion, sheen 

flames: (n) fire, blaze, firestorm, 
hellhole 

flash: (n, v) flicker, blaze, shimmer, 
glitter, gleam, glimmer, blink, flame; 
(adj, n, v) twinkle; (n) instant; (v) 
coruscate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tasteful; (n) age; (v) dawdle 

flashing: (adj) bright, sparkling, 
blinking, meteoric, scintillating, 
light, brilliant, dazzling, gleaming; 
(n) flare, flashes 

flask: (n) bottle, flasket, container, 
cask, ampulla, carafe, decanter, jar, 
flagon, vacuum flask, vial 

flatiron: (n) sadiron, iron, smoothing 

iron, laundry iron 
flawless: (adj) faultless, ideal, 

complete, consummate, finished, 
good, impeccable, blameless, 
unimpeachable, correct, unflawed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) faulty, 
blameworthy, corrupt, fallible, 
imperfect, shameful 

fleeting: (adj) brief, momentary, 
ephemeral, passing, transient, short, 
fugitive, evanescent, transitory, 
temporal, short-lived. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) permanent, lasting, enduring, 
unforgettable, thorough, lengthy, 
long, slow 

flesh: (adj) carnality, concupiscence; 
(n) mortality, beef, form, figure, 
frame, person, mankind, humanity, 
meat 

flicker: (n, v) waver, flare, blaze, 
sparkle, glimmer, shine, flash; (v) 
shake, blink, flick, shimmer 

flirt: (n, v) coquette; (v) dally, coquet, 
toy, romance, trifle, spoon; (n) 
dalliance, vamp, tease, flirting 

floating: (adv) afloat; (adj, v) 
buoyant; (adj, adv) aimless; (adj) 
current, loose, moving, fluid, in 
circulation, going about, flying, light 

flood: (n, v) flow, torrent, pour, 
stream, glut, rush, gush; (v) drench, 
inundate, drown; (n, prep) tide. 
ANTONYMS: (n) drought, shortage, 
slump, deficit; (v) disperse, dry 

flooring: (n) floorboard, floors, base, 
ground, bottom, floored, level, story, 
carpeting, bell deck, bridge decking 

floors: (adj) floored 
florence: (n) Firenze 
flourish: (n, v) display; (v) thrive, 

prosper, boast, wave, brag, wield, 
boom, grow; (adj, v) bloom; (adv, v) 
shake. ANTONYMS: (v) decline, 
struggle, deteriorate, wilt, pine, 
fade, flounder, decrease, dwindle 

flush: (adj, n, v) blush, glow; (adj) 
flat, affluent, rich; (adj, v) even, 
smooth, level; (n) bloom; (n, v) color; 
(v) redden. ANTONYMS: (n) pallor; 
(v) blanch, blench; (adj) empty, low, 
poor 

flushed: (adj, n) red, sanguine; (adj) 
feverish, glowing, aroused, aflame, 
burning, exultant, exulting; (n) 
flush, elated. ANTONYM: (adj) cool 

flutter: (adj, n, v) bustle, flurry; (n, v) 
beat, palpitate, flap, wave, waver, 
quiver; (v) flit, flitter; (n) excitement 

fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; 
(adv) flutteringly 

flying: (adj) fast, quick, rapid, swift, 
moving, flaring, aflare; (n) fly, flight, 
aviation, ballooning 

foghorn: (n) fogsignal, diaphone, 
horn, alarum, alert 

fold: (n, v) crease, pucker, wrinkle, 
lap, double, roll, bend; (v) crumple, 
collapse, wrap; (n) flock. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flatness, expose, 
open, create, thrive, smooth; (n) 
unfolding 

folded: (adj) plaited, pleated, 
doubled, artful, braided, corrugated, 
doubled over, fluted 

folding: (n) foldaway, plication, 
foldable, bend, crease, bending, 
flexure, pleating, collapsable, 
collapsible, doubling 

folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, 
tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, 
craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) 
irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: 
(n) sense 

fond: (adj) affectionate, caring, 
devoted, tender, loving, amorous, 
delicate, adoring, doting, ardent, 
attached. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
aversion, cold, rough 

fool: (n) blockhead, dunce, clown, 
idiot, ass, booby, buffoon; (v) 
deceive, bamboozle; (n, v) joke, gull. 
ANTONYM: (n) savant 

footing: (n) foothold, base, bottom, 
foundation, status, rank, foot, 
pedestal, situation, relation, root. 
ANTONYM: (n) top 

footman: (n) attendant, butler, 
follower, flunkey, flunky, varlet, 
servitor, valet de chambre, boy, 
knave; (n, v) lackey 

footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, 
trail, path, track, footpath 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit 
forbid: (v) prohibit, ban, disallow, 

bar, obstruct, exclude, deny, avert, 
frustrate, to prohibit, enjoin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, let, 
approve, authorize, stand 

forbidden: (adj) banned, taboo, 
illegal, prohibited, contraband, 
illicit, verboten, proscribed, 
outlawed, illegitimate; (adj, adv) off-
limits. ANTONYMS: (adj) allowed, 
permitted, permissible, legal, open 

forehead: (n) brow, front, foreland, 
lineament, mut, phiz, physiognomy, 
visage, eyebrow, skull; (adv) 
foremost 

forests: (n) country 
forever: (adv) always, eternally, 

evermore, everlastingly, continually, 
permanently; (adj) eternal, 
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permanent; (n) eternity; (adj, adv) 
interminably, ad infinitum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasionally, 
never, sporadically; (adv) briefly, 
intermittently 

forgive: (v) absolve, excuse, acquit, 
remit, pardon, justify, to forgive, 
exonerate, overlook, clear, to excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, punish, 
castigate 

fork: (n) crotch, bifurcation, turn, 
branching; (n, v) branch, bend; (v) 
diverge, split, branch off, separate, 
divide. ANTONYM: (v) converge 

forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, 
despairing, unhappy, miserable, 
deserted, disconsolate, downcast, 
cheerless, wretched, abject. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, 
fine 

forming: (n) shaping, form, form 
turning, organization, construction, 
molding, conformation, synthesis; 
(v) create, constitute; (adj) 
constituent 

formulating: (v) formulate 
fort: (n) fortress, citadel, fortification, 

stronghold, bastion, defense, 
bulwark, refuge, defence, garrison; 
(v) fortify 

forth: (adv) away, along, onward, 
ahead, before, on, off, on the high 
road, on the road, on the way, under 
way 

fortnight: (n) two weeks, period, 
amount of time 

fortunate: (adj) favorable, lucky, 
auspicious, advantageous, favored, 
happy, prosperous, fortuitous, well, 
successful; (adj, n) blessed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
disadvantaged, disastrous, 
unfavorable, underprivileged, 
inauspicious, unenviable, 
unsatisfactory 

fortunately: (adv) happily, 
prosperously, propitiously, 
fortuitously, providentially, 
successfully, auspiciously, 
opportunely, felicitously, blessedly, 
advantageously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) disastrously, unluckily, 
inauspiciously, negatively 

fortune: (n) estate, fate, fluke, 
destiny, luck, accident, means, 
assets, riches, abundance, doom. 
ANTONYM: (n) design 

fortunes: (n) adventures, fortune, 
personal narrative, life, journal 

forum: (n) assembly, agora, court, 
pulpit, square, amphitheater, ambo, 
circumforaneous, symposium, bar, 

installation 
forwards: (adv) ahead, forth, 

onwards, onward, before, fore, 
forrader, forrad, forrard, on, in 
advance. ANTONYMS: (adv) back, 
behind 

fountain: (n, v) fount, well; (n) jet, 
font, source, reservoir, origin, 
derivation, repository, root, squirt 

fourteen: (adj, n) XIV 
fragile: (adj, v) frail; (adj) delicate, 

dainty, breakable, flimsy, brittle, 
weak, faint, slim, fine, feeble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, 
substantial, sturdy, permanent, 
robust, indestructible, stable 

fragment: (n) fraction, crumb, morsel, 
part, division, rag; (n, v) chip, scrap, 
splinter; (v) shiver, crumble. 
ANTONYM: (n) chunk 

frail: (adj, v) weak, feeble; (adj) 
fragile, flimsy, delicate, breakable, 
rickety, slender, light, slim; (v) faint. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) substantial, 
robust, tough, fit, healthy, hearty, 
perfect, weighty, well, capable, 
sturdy 

framed: (adj) counterfeit, prepared, 
orderly, methodical, spurious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unframed 

framing: (n) frame, casing, sash, 
doorcase, cornice, cowcatcher, 
coaming, deckle, clotheshorse, 
buffer, derrick 

frankfurt: (n) frankfurter, capital of 
Kentucky, Frankfurt on the main 

frankly: (adv) openly, sincerely, 
bluntly, honestly, truthfully, 
directly, unreservedly, 
straightforwardly, ingenuously, 
plainly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hesitantly, 
indirectly, guardedly, untruthfully, 
deceitfully, ambiguously, politely 

frantic: (adj) desperate, crazy, 
excited, distraught, frenetic, 
distracted; (adj, v) frenzied, furious, 
wild, raging; (n) maniac. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mellow, 
composed 

fraudulent: (adj) false, dishonest, 
fallacious, crooked, deceptive, 
corrupt, dishonorable, crafty, 
underhand; (adj, v) bogus, 
counterfeit. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
honest, fair, genuine 

freemasonry: (n) telegraphy, society, 
old-boy network, byplay, 
comradeship, fellowship, chirology, 
dumb show, companionship, 
logrolling; (adj) steganography 

frenzy: (n) fury, anger, insanity, 

mania, hysteria; (adj, n) distraction, 
aberration, alienation, phrensy, 
derangement; (n, v) craze. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, calm, 
order 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, 
worry; (v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, 
upset, annoy; (n) anxiety 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration 

friendship: (n) association, 
familiarity, affection, 
companionship, friendliness, 
intimacy, company, attachment, 
relationship; (n, v) amity, concord. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
animosity, antagonism, conflict, 
formality, rivalry, hatred, 
detachment, distance, isolation 

frieze: (n) architrave, textile, sconce, 
pediment, material, zoophorus, 
freeze, architectural ornament, 
capital, coping stone, entablature 

frighten: (v) cow, alarm, daunt, 
terrify, appall, scare, affright, 
intimidate, terrorize, appal; (n, v) 
fright. ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, 
reassure, soothe, calm 

frightened: (adj) fearful, timid, 
startled, terrified, scared, alarmed, 
anxious, apprehensive, horrified, 
intimidated, restless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unimpressed, confident, brave, 
fearless, reassured 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair 

frightfully: (adv) awfully, ghastly, 
dreadfully, fearfully, hideously, 
terribly, gruesomely, terrifically, 
atrociously, horrendously, awful 

frills: (n) falderal, folderol, whatsis, 
whatchamacallit, sundry, sundries, 
stuff, garnishes, garnishing, 
adornment, gimcrackery 

fringe: (n) brim, brink, boundary, 
periphery, rim, lip, bound; (n, v) 
edge, hem, skirt; (adj, n, v) feather. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) mainstream; 
(n) center 

frivolous: (adj) empty, foolish, dizzy, 
petty, idle, light, flighty, 
unimportant, flippant, trivial, 
superficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
important, solemn, worthwhile, 
vital, weighty, staid, significant, 
sensible, responsible, crucial, heavy 
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frock: (n) dress, gown, clothing, 
attire, robe, kirtle, habit, clothes, 
coat, chemise, caftan 

frontier: (n) border, edge, line, 
boundary, limit, brink, barrier, 
bound, bourn, borderland; (v) 
confine 

frost: (n, v) freeze, chill; (n) cold, 
hoarfrost, icing, hoar, Robert lee 
frost, failure; (adj, n) rime; (v) ice; 
(adj) frozen. ANTONYMS: (n) hot, 
heat, warmth 

fruition: (n) enjoyment, pleasure, 
gratification, delight, 
accomplishment, realization, 
realisation, consummation, success, 
completion, achievement 

fruits: (n) revenue 
full-blooded: (adj) thoroughbred, 

flushed, ruddy, pedigree 
functioning: (adj, n) working, 

running; (n) work, operation, 
performance, action, act; (adj) active, 
operative, alive, live. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) malfunctioning, ineffective 

funeral: (n) entombment, interment, 
sepulture, funeral rite, wake, pyre, 
observance, funeral sermon, funeral 
pile; (adj) sepulchral; (v) bury 

furious: (adj, v) fierce, violent, 
vehement, wild, rampant; (adj) 
frantic, enraged, ferocious, 
boisterous, raging, frenzied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, mild, 
gentle, pleased, mellow, quiet, slow 

furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, 
fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly, 
wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, 
impetuously, frantically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly 

furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, 
privileged, instruct, carrying 
weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) 
provide, furnish, begone, beset 

furthest: (adj) furthermost, extreme, 
farthermost, remotest, ultimate, 
utmost, uttermost, most remote, 
final, outermost; (adv) most. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nearest, near 

fuss: (n, v) flurry, bicker, fidget, 
hubbub; (adj, n) stir; (n) flap, 
commotion, ado, bother, 
disturbance; (v) fret. ANTONYM: 
(n) peace 

gabble: (adj, n, v) babble; (v) chatter, 
cackle, chat, blab, chitchat, maunder, 
clack, palaver; (n, v) jabber, twaddle 

gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 
exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
seriousness, misery, sadness 

gaily: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gladly, 
jovially, joyfully, cheerfully, 
mirthfully, joyously, gleefully, 
sunnily, blithely, lively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, 
anxiously, dully, despondently 

gaining: (n) acceptance, acquisition, 
attainment, capture; (adj) ahead, 
fortunate. ANTONYM: (n) loss 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze 

galilean: (n) Galilean satellite, Io 
gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, 

courageous, chivalrous, bold, 
manly, heroic, dashing, courteous, 
fine. ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, 
rude, selfish 

gambler: (n) gamester, adventurer, 
punter, plunger, croupier, bettor, 
bookmaker, speculator, gamblers, 
high roller, shooter 

gangway: (n) gangplank, gangboard, 
walkway, corridor, footbridge, 
bridge, doorway, thoroughfare, 
gateway, passageway, pass 

gaol: (n, v) jail; (n) clink, lockup, 
jailhouse, hoosegow; (v) lag, jug, 
incarcerate, imprison, immure, 
confine 

gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, 
wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide 
open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cramped, narrow 

garrison: (n) fortification, fortress, 
stronghold, troops, presidio, 
defense, base, citadel, soldiery; (n, v) 
defend; (v) send 

garrulity: (n) loquacity, talkativeness, 
loquaciousness, garrulousness, 
communicativeness, volubility 

gates: (n) bill Gates 
gather: (n, v) fold, tuck; (v) convene, 

garner, congregate, compile, 
assemble, accumulate, collect, meet, 
flock. ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, 
scatter, spread, distribute, disband, 
decrease, part, smooth 

gathered: (adj) deepened, 
congregated, accumulated, amassed, 
assembled, concentrated, 
equanimous, congregate, collective 

gaze: (n, v) stare, regard, look, 
behold; (v) gape, see, contemplate, 
face, pry, view, glance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) glance, peek 

gazing: (adj) fixed 
generations: (n) generation, family 
generosity: (n, v) charity, liberality; 

(adj, n) bounty, kindness, 

beneficence, favor; (n) benevolence, 
bounteousness, chivalry, nobility, 
munificence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stinginess, greed, meanness, thrift, 
thriftiness, avarice, unfriendliness, 
bareness, malevolence, miserliness, 
nastiness 

generous: (adj) ample, abundant, 
copious, benevolent, bountiful, kind, 
charitable, flush, fair, liberal; (adj, n) 
free. ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, 
tightfisted, miserly, measly, mean, 
small, ungenerous, avaricious, 
greedy, petty, pitiful 

generously: (adv) profusely, 
copiously, bountifully, abundantly, 
largely, magnanimously, 
munificently, kindly, handsomely, 
freely, benevolently. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) acquisitively, selfishly, 
prudently, grudgingly, 
malevolently, parsimoniously, 
harshly, scantily, stingily, thinly, 
ungenerously 

gentle: (adj) easy, friendly, soft, kind, 
affable, balmy, mild, feeble, 
compassionate; (adj, adv) calm; (adj, 
v) tame. ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, 
loud, fierce, caustic, violent, rough, 
hardhearted, abrupt, heavy, steep, 
sheer 

gentlemanly: (adj) courteous, polite, 
chivalrous, refined, gallant, suave, 
mannerly, genteel, gentle, well-bred; 
(n) gentleman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, unbecoming 

gentlemen: (n) sirs, messieurs 
geography: (n) geographics, Biblical 

geography, terrain, economic 
geography, backcloth, backdrop, 
background, topographical, 
chorography, view, topographic 

gesture: (n, v) sign, signal, motion; 
(n) beck, gesticulation, indication, 
movement; (v) gesticulate, beckon, 
wave, bless 

ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, 
appalling, atrocious; (adv) 
gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, 
delightful 

gift: (adj, n, v) endowment, faculty, 
ability, talent; (n) donation, flair, 
bestowal; (n, v) award, present, 
boon; (adj, n) capacity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) penalty, forfeiture, 
failing 

gigantic: (adj) colossal, enormous, 
large, huge, giant, stupendous, 
monstrous, vast, big, immense, 
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massive. ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
tiny, little, insignificant, short, 
miniature 

gilt: (n) gilding, plating, money, 
decoration; (adj) aureate, golden, 
gold, florid; (v) tesselated, ornate, 
rich 

girdle: (v) encircle, circle, compass, 
gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) 
zone, ring; (n) cincture, 
cummerbund, sash 

girlhood: (n) adolescence, boyhood, 
maidenhood, youth, babyhood, 
youthhood, maidhood, age 

girlish: (adj) boyish, childish, 
kittenish, juvenile, adolescent, 
innocent, schoolgirlish, babyish, 
immature, youthful, female 

girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, 
begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, 
belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced 

girth: (n) width, belt, circumference, 
fatness, bellyband; (n, v) cinch; (v) 
begird, girdle, gird, encircle, enclose 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure 

glance: (n, v) look, peek, flash, peep; 
(n) gaze, glimpse, coup d'oeil, 
gander; (v) bounce, glint, ricochet. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) study; (n) 
examination, perusal; (v) stick, stare 

glare: (n) glance, brilliance, radiance, 
brightness; (n, v) glower, flash, 
shine, scowl, beam, frown; (v) flame. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, dimness 

glasses: (n) spectacles, eyeglasses, 
glass, specs, spectacle, eyeglass, 
barnacles, lens, pair of glasses, 
mirror, goggles 

glassy: (adj, v) glossy; (adj) clear, 
glazed, smooth, flat, crystalline, 
dead, dull, hyaline, transparent; (v) 
glabrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, 
bumpy, dull, expressive, murky, 
rough 

gleaming: (adj) brilliant, shiny, 
radiant, glossy, lustrous, glowing, 
beaming, resplendent; (n) gleam, 
glimmer; (adj, adv) agleam. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
rough 

glimmer: (adj, n, v) flicker, twinkle; 
(n, v) gleam, shimmer, flash, 
sparkle, beam, glow, shine; (v) blink; 
(n) gleaming 

glimmering: (n) inkling, ghost, 
luminosity, light, hint, apparition, 
radiance; (adj) glittering, glimmery, 
crepusculous, sciolism 

glimpse: (n, v) look, peek; (v) blink, 
see, notice, spy, spot, espy; (n) coup 
d'oeil, view, peep. ANTONYMS: (n) 
scrutiny, observation, perusal; (v) 
scrutinize, survey, Miss, study 

globe: (n) earth, world, orb, circle, 
eyeball, round, planet, bolus, 
fireball, bulb; (adj, n) sphere 

globular: (adj) circular, spherical, 
spheric, global, globose, rotund, 
globous, rounded, orbicular, 
bulging, orbed 

gloom: (n) desolation, dark, darkness, 
blackness, depression, dimness, 
dusk, dreariness, despair, dejection; 
(n, v) cloud. ANTONYMS: (n) 
brightness, happiness, cheerfulness, 
glee, ecstasy, joy, optimism, cheer 

gloomy: (adj) black, desolate, 
dejected, cheerless, depressing, 
dismal, downcast, disconsolate, 
melancholy, funereal, downhearted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
cheery, cheerful, bright, hopeful, 
light, promising, uplifting, joyful, 
sunny, clear 

glorious: (adj) distinguished, 
beautiful, bright, celebrated, 
brilliant, eminent, magnificent, 
super, great, splendid; (adj, v) 
illustrious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sorrowful, despicable, horrible, 
shameful, lowly 

glove: (n) boxing glove, gloves, mitt, 
mitten, baseball mitt, baseball glove, 
handwear, wristband, sleeve, 
mittens, batting glove 

glow: (n, v) flush, gleam, shine, 
glimmer, glare, color, sparkle, beam; 
(v) burn, flare, kindle. ANTONYMS: 
(n) wanness, darkness, paleness; (v) 
pale, struggle 

glowing: (adj, n) enthusiastic, cordial, 
passionate; (adj) burning, fervent, 
blazing, flaming, fiery, dazzling; 
(adj, v) warm; (adj, adv) aglow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pale, wan, 
unhappy, unenthusiastic, 
derogatory, dispassionate, unwell 

gods: (n) gallery 
golden-haired: (adj) favored 
good-bye: (n) bye, farewell, goodbye, 

goodby, vale, adios, cheerio 
goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 

strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable 

good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, 
kind, obliging, gracious, kind-
hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, 
good-tempered 

goodness: (adj, n) generosity, 

kindness, gentleness; (n) good, 
excellence, benefit, virtue, worth, 
morality; (adj) favor, beneficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) evil, wickedness, 
badness, corruptness, bad, 
immorality, corruption 

goose: (n) goof, fathead, cuckoo, 
barnacle, fool, jackass, brent, brant, 
goosecap; (n, v) spur; (v) serpent 

gorgeous: (adj) luxurious, gaudy, 
attractive, brilliant, wonderful, 
glorious, gay, florid, palatial, dressy; 
(adj, v) rich. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ugly, unattractive, detestable, 
shabby 

gorse: (n) whin, Ulex europaeus, Irish 
gorse, shrub, Goss, dyeweed, bush, 
brush, bramble, Genista tinctoria 

gossip: (n, v) chatter, rumor, chitchat, 
gab, talk, babble, natter, tattle; (n) 
chatterbox, conversation, small talk. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

gouge: (v) swindle, deceive, beguile, 
fleece, dig, scoop, extort, defraud, 
cut; (n, v) groove, dent 

governess: (n) chaperon, preceptress, 
nanny, trainer, tutor, professor, 
lecturer, rectoress, educator, rectrix, 
instructress 

gown: (n) robe, clothing, cassock, 
vestment, wrapper, overclothes, 
outerwear, uniform, tunic, clothes; 
(v) clothe 

grace: (adj, v) adorn; (v) garnish, 
deck, embellish, beautify, decorate, 
embroider; (adj, n, v) favor; (n) 
elegance, beauty; (adj, n) clemency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unseemliness, 
awkwardness, disfavor, inelegance, 
heaviness, unkindness; (v) deface, 
demean 

graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, 
airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
stocky, awkward, vigorous, jerky, 
ugly, stilted, heavy, coarse, 
strenuous 

gracious: (adj) genial, benign, good, 
courteous, compassionate, kind, 
accommodating, civil; (adj, n) 
benevolent, congenial, gentle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ungracious, 
boorish, discourteous, reserved, 
rude, abrupt, critical, unkind, 
hardhearted, harsh, poor 

graduate: (n) grad, grade, alumna, 
alum, alumnus, connoisseur, file, 
licentiate; (v) calibrate, catalogue, 
pass 

graft: (n, v) transplant, toil; (n) 
corruption, bribery, bud, grafting, 
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bribe, implant; (v) engraft, ingraft, 
boodle 

granted: (adj, v) assumed; (adj) fixed, 
approved, settled, privileged, legal, 
decided, acknowledged, arranged; 
(v) disposed; (adv) yes 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, 
stingy; (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, altruistic 

grateful: (adj, n) welcome; (adj) 
agreeable, appreciative, beholden, 
pleasing, pleasant, acceptable, 
indebted, obliged, pleasurable; (v) 
appreciate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ungrateful, unwelcome, 
unappreciative 

gratitude: (n) appreciation, thanks, 
thank, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, appreciativeness, 
feeling, appreciate, grateful, 
thanksgiving, kindness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ingratitude, 
ungratefulness 

grave: (adj) solemn, serious, critical, 
earnest, dangerous, sedate, sad, 
grand; (adj, v) severe, acute; (v) 
engrave. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
frivolous, funny, cheerful, carefree, 
slight, nonchalant, trivial, stable, 
minor, insignificant, favorable 

gravel: (adj, v) nonplus, bother; (v) 
bedevil, rag, chevy, flummox, 
bewilder, puzzle; (adj) grating; (adj, 
n) dirt; (n) grit 

graver: (v) style, denominate, entitle, 
fashion; (n) engraver, graving tool 

gravity: (n) solemnity, earnestness, 
gravitation, graveness, gravitational 
attraction, weight, seriousness, 
significance, severity, sedateness; (n, 
v) poise. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, lightheartedness, 
triviality, cheerfulness, levity 

greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 
dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity 

greed: (n) cupidity, covetousness, 
avariciousness, desire, appetite, 
rapacity, voracity, voraciousness, 
gluttony, stinginess, insatiability. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
temperance 

greedy: (adj) avid, gluttonous, 
desirous, grasping, acquisitive, 
glutton, piggish, voracious, selfish; 
(adj, v) avaricious, covetous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temperate, 

ascetic, unconcerned, abstemious, 
moderate 

greek: (adj, n) Grecian; (n) Hellene, 
Greece, Achaian, blackleg, welsher, 
leg, eolian, drivel; (adj) Hebrew, 
incomprehensible 

greenish: (adj) green, virescent, 
viridescent, fleeceable, envious, 
covetous, chromatic, porraceous 

greyhound: (adj) race horse, gazelle, 
courser, eagle; (n) grayhound 

grief: (adj, n, v) affliction; (n) dolor, 
anguish, distress, agony, pain, 
wound, chagrin, concern; (n, v) 
regret; (adj) sore. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joy, happiness, comfort, content, 
peace 

grievance: (n) injustice, wrong, 
grudge, affliction, protest, objection, 
disaffection, discontentment, 
dissatisfaction; (adj) annoyance; (adj, 
n) distress. ANTONYMS: (n) justice, 
praise 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted 

grin: (n, v) beam; (v) laugh, sneer, 
leer, quib, quip, satire, skit; (n) 
smirk, grinning, simper. 
ANTONYM: (v) frown 

grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard 

grip: (n, v) clutch, clasp, hold, gripe; 
(v) catch, cling, apprehend, 
fascinate, embrace; (n) handle, bag. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) release; (n) 
separation 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint 

groping: (adj) fumbling, gropingly, 
investigative, incertain, blind, 
probing, tentative, uncertain, 
unsure, hesitant, exploratory 

gross: (adj) coarse, boorish, big, 
crude, fat, common, blunt, 
disgusting, bulky; (n) aggregate; 
(adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, small, remaining, refined, 
tiny, partial, delicate, cultivated, 
chaste, sensitive; (v) lose 

grotesque: (adj) fantastic, bizarre, 
funny, antic, absurd, droll, strange, 
baroque, weird, ugly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, normal, 
commonplace, attractive 

grotesquely: (adv) monstrously, 
ludicrously, unnaturally, anticly, 
funnily, hideously, ridiculously, 
bizarrely, fantasticly, fantastically, 

drolly 
gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 

brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) 
coarse, rough, hoarse, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) courteous, 
friendly, high, velvety, smooth, 
mellow, gentle, civil, polite 

grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 
moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
(v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
compliment, rejoice 

grumbling: (n) grumble, growling, 
murmur, murmuring, mutter, 
muttering; (adj, n) rumbling; (adv) 
grumblingly; (adj) grouchy, 
grumpy, irritable 

grunt: (v) growl, croak, mutter, 
complain, murmur, moan, clamor, 
mumble; (n, v) cry; (n) groan, 
cottonwick 

guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, 
watchful, conditional, discreet, 
gingerly, conservative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frank, careless, 
trusting, reckless, open, unwary, 
natural 

guardian: (n) guard, defender, 
champion, curator, warden, 
conservator, bodyguard, keeper; 
(adj, n) protector; (adj) protective, 
custodial. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attacker, detractor 

guess: (n, v) surmise, estimate, 
forecast; (v) suppose, deem, reckon, 
divine, believe, foretell; (n) 
assumption, supposition 

guessed: (adj) rude, inscrutable 
guest: (n) caller, visitor, customer, 

alien, foreigner, client, invite, 
foreign, company, guests, 
houseguest 

guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led 
gulf: (n) abyss, depth, creek, vortex, 

bay, loch, cove, abysm, gap, gorge, 
bight 

guns: (n) weapons, weaponry, arms, 
arsenal, armaments, artillery 

gurgle: (v) guggle, babble, murmur, 
burble, boil, foam, purl, ripple; (n, v) 
snigger, laugh, chuckle 

gypsy: (n) Gipsy, vagabond, 
charlatan, empiric, Rosicrucian, 
palmer, pilgrim, zingaro; (adj, n) 
Romany, migrant; (adj) itinerant 

habit: (n) clothing, practice, dress, 
garb, attire, convention, character, 
ritual, addiction, clothes; (n, v) use. 
ANTONYM: (n) innovation 

habits: (n) behavior, decorum, 
pratique 
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hacking: (n) cut, drudge 
hagiology: (n) Hagiographa 
halftime: (n) interruption, 

intermission, suspension 
hallo: (n) hi, hullo 
hals: (n) hauls 
hamlet: (n) dorp, community, kraal, 

settlement, campong, crossroads, 
city, place, colony, neighborhood; 
(adv, n) town 

hammer: (v) strike, beat, knock, bang, 
tap, forge, thrash, hit; (n, v) pound, 
club; (n) gavel 

hammered: (adj) drunk 
hampered: (adj) impeded, confined, 

fraught, held back, in an inferior 
position, disadvantaged, weighed 
down, loaded, in a weak position, 
responsible, troubled 

hampshire: (n) Hampshire Down 
handiwork: (n) handicraft, creation, 

production, handcraft, product, 
handwork, work, produce, design, 
performance; (v) workmanship 

handkerchief: (n) hankie, kerchief, 
bandanna, cravat, hanky, wipe, 
bandana, collar, shawl; (n, v) 
napkin; (v) sudary 

handling: (n) treatment, 
management, administration, 
dealing, conduct, transaction, use, 
running, touch, fielding, 
employment 

handsome: (adj) fair, beautiful, fine, 
generous, charming, comely, 
attractive, bountiful, considerable, 
bonny, prepossessing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ugly, unattractive, meager, 
ungenerous, measly, plain 

handwriting: (n) calligraphy, writing, 
fist, script, penmanship, longhand, 
chirography, cursive, cacography, 
book, ability 

handy: (adj) convenient, adroit, apt, 
expert, clever, deft, dexterous, good, 
accessible; (adj, n) available; (adj, n, 
v) ready. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clumsy, fixed, inept, unwieldy, 
inconvenient, faraway, far, difficult, 
distant, cumbersome, worthless 

hang: (adj, n, v) suspend; (v) dangle, 
depend, drape, float, fall, hover, 
append, string up; (n, v) delay; (adj) 
hung 

hanging: (n) execution, curtain, arras, 
wall hanging; (adj) suspended, 
pendent, pendant, pendulous, hung, 
pending; (n, v) suspension 

happenings: (n) actions, activities 
happiness: (n) delight, merriment, 

ecstasy, welfare, gladness, luck, 
cheerfulness, blessedness, bliss, 

felicity, contentment. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sadness, despair, grief, misery, 
dissatisfaction, seriousness, 
dullness, discontent, dejection, 
gloominess, displeasure 

haranguing: (n) declamation 
harassed: (adj) annoyed, pestered, 

irritated, bothered, annoy, jittery, 
worried, troubled, beleaguered, 
obsessed, harried. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, carefree 

harassing: (adj) troublesome, carking, 
galling, thorny, vexatious; (v) 
bothering, pestering, tormenting, 
worrying, annoy, harass 

harden: (adj, v) habituate, inure; (n, 
v) strengthen; (v) season, 
consolidate, freeze, congeal, 
coagulate, calcify, petrify; (n) brace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soften, liquefy, 
dissolve, weaken, melt 

hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 
confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, 
untempered, feeling, mild 

harder: (adj) serious 
hard-headed: (adj) unyielding, 

common-sense, utilitarian, 
unrelenting 

hardness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 
arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability 

hard-working: (adj) studious, 
industrious, painstaking, active, 
dedicated, tireless 

harlot: (n) courtesan, fancy woman, 
strumpet, tart, whore, drab, moll, 
hooker, streetwalker, wanton, bawd 

harm: (adj, n, v) damage, hurt; (adj, 
n) evil, detriment, injury; (n, v) 
abuse, wound, blemish, 
disadvantage; (n) bruise; (adj, v) 
injure. ANTONYMS: (n, v) benefit, 
respect, help; (n) reparation, service; 
(v) enable, spoil, protect, defend, 
repair 

harness: (adj, n) strap, tether; (n, v) 
yoke, rein, couple, check; (adj, v) 
hitch; (v) wear, equip, limit, use. 
ANTONYM: (v) undo 

harpsichord: (n) spinet, manichord, 
cembalo, harpsichon, virginal, 
clarichord 

harpy: (adj) hard master, despot, 
bashaw, disciplinarian, Draco; (n) 
fury, thug, siren, shark, 

mosstrooper, megabat 
harsh: (adj, v) sharp, bitter; (adj, n) 

grating, coarse, austere, discordant; 
(adj) grim, cruel, crude, unkind, 
stern. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
soft, harmonious, pleasant, lenient, 
kind, melodious, sweet, mild, lush, 
friendly 

harshly: (adv) roughly, severely, 
sternly, sharply, cruelly, hoarsely, 
strictly, pitilessly, rigorously, 
rigidly; (adj, adv) piercingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
harmoniously, quietly, gently, 
elaborately, leniently, smoothly, 
tolerantly, cheerfully, loosely, 
pleasantly 

hastened: (adj) careless 
hate: (v) abhor, detest, loathe, 

abominate; (n) enmity, abhorrence, 
detestation, hatred, animosity, 
antipathy, aversion. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) like; (v) adore, cherish, 
admire; (n) attraction, liking, 
delight, adoration 

hated: (adj) despised, disliked, not 
liked, reviled, scorned, unloved, 
unpopular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
precious 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, 
nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable 

hatred: (n, v) detestation, enmity, 
animosity; (n) aversion, antipathy, 
disgust, abhorrence, grudge, anger, 
abomination, hostility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liking, adoration, 
affection, attraction, goodwill, 
kindness, delight, friendliness, 
admiration 

haughtily: (adv) proudly, loftily, 
superciliously, imperiously, 
overbearingly, scornfully, 
condescendingly, snobbishly, 
disdainfully, superiorly, pompously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, 
modestly, feebly, meekly 

haystack: (n) rick, haycock, stack, 
crick, cock, standing wave 

hazard: (n, v) chance, venture, 
endanger, peril, adventure, bet, 
wager; (n) danger, fortune, 
jeopardy, accident. ANTONYMS: 
(n) safety, security; (v) protect 

headache: (n) cephalalgia, pain, 
encumbrance, bother, migraine, 
vexation, pest, head ache, worry; (n, 
v) twinge; (v) gripe 

headaches: (n) cephalalgia 
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headstrong: (adj) intractable, dogged, 
obstinate, disobedient, unruly, 
willful, wayward, froward, rash, 
headlong; (adj, v) ungovernable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tractable, 
compliant, amenable, docile, 
malleable, agreeable, cautious 

hears: (v) hear 
heartfelt: (adj) cordial, sincere, 

devout, dear, genuine, 
wholehearted, frank, deep, honest, 
fervent, real. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dishonest, unenthusiastic, impassive 

hearth: (n) fire, oven, fireside, stove, 
chimney, focus, furnace, dwelling, 
kiln, home, abode 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades 
heather: (n) heath, ling, Calluna 

vulgaris, broom, Scots heather, field, 
greensward, burbot, Hadder, 
eelpout, cusk 

heaven: (n) Eden, firmament, bliss, 
Elysium, sky, nirvana, glory, Elysian 
Fields, Garden of Eden, utopia; (adj) 
celestial. ANTONYM: (n) misery 

heavens: (n) firmament, heaven, sky, 
welkin, sphere, atmosphere, celestial 
sphere, space, skies, area, vault of 
heaven 

hedge: (v) fudge, dodge, elude, 
evade, skirt, duck, avoid, 
circumvent, equivocate; (n) barrier, 
hedging. ANTONYM: (v) confront 

hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned, 
restricted; (adj) bounded 

heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, 
regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) 
caution, advertence, advertency; (v) 
attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
disregard; (n) inattentiveness 

heel: (n) blackguard, dog, counter, 
cad, villain, scoundrel, shoe, sole, 
bounder, tree rest; (v) lean 

heirs: (n) family, posterity, issue 
helmet: (n, v) headpiece; (n) casque, 

helm, hood, armet, basinet, heaume, 
hard hat, Galea, cowl; (v) 
pickelhaube 

helpful: (adj) beneficial, useful, 
friendly, advantageous, handy, 
convenient; (adj, n) favorable, 
benevolent, beneficent, kindly; (adj, 
v) adjuvant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhelpful, uncooperative, worthless, 
negative, disruptive, reticent, 
neglectful, detrimental, confusing, 
hopeless, harmful 

helter-skelter: (adj, adv) recklessly; 
(adj) chaotic, haphazard, capricious, 
reckless, upside-down; (adv) 
anyhow, irregularly 

henceforward: (adv) in future, from 

now on, from this time on, from this 
moment on, after this 

herald: (n) forerunner, courier, 
messenger; (v) declare, foretell, 
announce, bode, proclaim, 
introduce, foreshadow; (n, v) augur. 
ANTONYMS: (v) follow; (n) 
successor 

herd: (n, v) crowd; (adj) bevy, many; 
(adj, n, v) swarm; (n) drove, gang, 
crew, collection, covey, multitude, 
mob 

hero: (n) character, protector, leader, 
demigod, warrior, protagonist, 
combatant, fighter, defender, 
bomber; (adj, n) worthy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) coward, loser, 
villain 

heroine: (n) woman, persona, brave 
woman, role, protagonist, part, 
leading lady, heroess, role model, 
female lead, character 

heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 
daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
valour, valiance, courageousness; 
(adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardliness, fearfulness 

herrick: (n) Robert Herrick 
hers: (pron) she, his; (adj) own 
hessian: (n) hessian boot, Wellington 

boot, Wellington, duke of 
Wellington, first duke of Wellington, 
canvas, boot, capital of new 
Zealand, Arthur Wellesley, jackboot, 
burlap 

hewn: (adj) downed 
hidden: (adj) clandestine, concealed, 

obscure, dark, secret, latent, covert, 
invisible, arcane, covered; (adj, v) 
confidential. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exposed, open, active, noticeable, 
overt, revealing, known, explicit, 
mainstream, transparent, visible 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful 

highland: (n) plateau, down, 
eminence, table, hill, rise, tableland, 
height, mountainous, elevation, 
raised ground 

high-spirited: (adj) valiant, valorous, 
spirited, manful, vivacious, 
effervescent, exuberant, jaunty, airy, 
ebullient, martial 

hills: (n) home, dry land, foothills, 
earth, ground 

hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, 
hind. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 

facilitate, assist, prompt, encourage, 
promote, allow, support, accelerate 

hint: (v) suggest; (adj, n) trace; (n) 
suggestion, intimation, inkling, cue, 
allusion; (n, v) tip, touch, dash; (adj, 
v) intimate. ANTONYM: (n) 
overtone 

hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 
explicit, implicit, coded, oblique 

hire: (v) employ, charter, enlist, take, 
rent, take on, retain; (n, v) wage; (n) 
employment, salary, engagement. 
ANTONYM: (v) fire 

hired: (adj) leased, chartered, 
mercenary, hackneyed, hack; (v) 
contented, compensated, paid 

hissing: (adj) sibilant, sibilous, 
sibilatory; (n) whistling, heckling, 
scoffing, sibilance, taunts, sibilation, 
white noise; (v) fizzle. ANTONYM: 
(n) applause 

historian: (n) annalist, 
historiographer, student, scholar, 
storier, Woodward, gibbon, art 
historian, Bede, durant, Franklin 

historically: (adv) significantly, 
momentously, monumentally, 
diachronically, anciently 

hitch: (v) fasten, attach; (n, v) catch, 
limp, hobble, arrest; (n) hindrance, 
drawback, barrier, difficulty, check. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, ease, 
help; (v) detach, undo 

hitherto: (adv) as yet, yet, so far, up 
to now, until now, thus far, before, 
hereunto, to date, still, all the same 

hitting: (n) striking, collision, header, 
grounder, smash, beating, thrashing, 
contact, contusion, drumming; (adj) 
convincing. ANTONYM: (n) victory 

hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, 
grating, strident, guttural, rough, 
throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, 
sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, mellow, velvety, high 

hockey: (n) field hockey, Hawkey, 
bandy ball, battledore and 
shuttlecock, shindy, contact sport, 
field game, hookey, hockey stick, 
fives, football 

hollow: (adj, n) blank; (n) cavity, 
depression, cave, dell; (adj) empty, 
false; (adj, n, v) concave; (n, v) 
excavate, dent, scoop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) convex, sincere, true, full, 
meaningful, cramped, valid; (n) 
hump, bump, hill, lump 

holy: (adj) devout, divine, heavenly, 
religious, blessed, hallowed, 
spiritual, devotional, pure; (adj, adv) 
saintly; (adv) sacredly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) irreligious, 
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unholy 
homage: (n) allegiance, obeisance, 

fealty, accolade, honor, loyalty, 
worship, veneration, deference, 
devotion, compliment 

homburg: (n) Stetson, felt hat, lid, 
trilby, hat, chapeau 

honest: (adj) fair, genuine, sincere, 
good, equitable, artless, heartfelt, 
guileless, frank, forthright, faithful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lying, 
misleading, guarded, corrupt, 
disloyal, unwholesome, 
discourteous, disreputable, fictional, 
crafty, crooked 

honesty: (adj, n) candor, justice, 
fidelity, equity; (n) integrity, 
fairness, candidness, probity, 
frankness, rectitude, faith. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
wickedness, treachery, deceit, 
deception, deviousness, decadence, 
affectation, caution, evasiveness, 
injustice 

honey: (n) dear, love, beloved, nectar, 
sweetheart, dearest, duck, molasses, 
sugar, baby; (v) sweeten 

honour: (n) fame, award, dignity, 
homage, celebrity, accolade, 
reputation; (n, v) honor; (v) respect, 
celebrate, dignify. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) dishonor; (v) disrespect 

honourable: (adj) estimable, 
reverend, venerable, glorious, 
honorable, distinguished, above-
board, good, worthy, right, noble 

honourably: (adv) uprightly, 
worthily, honestly, creditably, 
commendably 

hook: (n, v) crook, catch, draw, bend, 
trap, lure; (n) fishhook, claw, 
crotchet; (v) fasten, hitch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) undercharge, 
detach, undo 

hooks: (n) maulers, meat hooks 
hopeless: (adj) incurable, 

despondent, forlorn, disconsolate, 
desperate, impossible, useless, 
abject, despair, dismal, irreparable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
competent, promising, optimistic, 
encouraging, helpful, useful, 
successful, practical, laudable, 
effective 

hopelessly: (adv) despairingly, 
forlornly, despondently, uselessly, 
desolately, futilely, wretchedly, 
lostly, sadly, dejectedly, dispiritedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
effectively, slightly 

hops: (n) bine, leaps, beer, common 
hops, common hop 

horizon: (n) ambit, reach, purview, 
vista, view, perspective, prospect, 
skyline, arena, celestial horizon, 
amphitheater 

horrible: (adj) awful, fearful, 
frightful, abominable, grisly, 
formidable, dire, ghastly, dreadful, 
fearsome; (adj, v) horrid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
lovely, nice, lovable, fair, delightful, 
slight, appealing, minor, attractive, 
great 

horribly: (adv) horrifically, awfully, 
terrifically, hideously, atrociously, 
appallingly; (adj, adv) frightfully, 
terribly, fearfully, shockingly; (adj) 
ghastly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
pleasantly, wonderfully, kindly, 
sweetly 

horror: (n) abomination, abhorrence, 
dismay, fear, fright, revulsion, 
alarm, repulsion, anxiety; (adj, n) 
dread, terror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
delight, attraction, proclivity, 
bravery, calm, confidence, security 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens 

hostile: (adj) aggressive, contrary, 
adverse, warlike, belligerent, 
unfavorable, averse, opposed, 
antagonistic, inimical, irreconcilable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, warm, 
allied, open, amicable, favorable, 
sympathetic, gentle, harmonious, 
hospitable, lush 

hotfoot: (v) rush, hie, speed, hurry, 
belt along, bucket along, cannonball 
along, shoot, locomote; (adv) 
swiftly, apace. ANTONYM: (adv) 
slowly 

hottest: (adj) most modern, most 
recent, newest, latest 

hourly: (adv) always, by the hour, 
daily, often, constantly, continually, 
frequently; (adj) horary, continual, 
ephemeral; (n) an hour 

housekeeping: (n) housewifery, 
household, domestic science 

humane: (adj, n) gentle, 
compassionate, beneficent, gracious; 
(adj) clement, kind, charitable, 
merciful, good, tender, benignant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inhumane, foul, 
harsh, selfish 

humanity: (n) benevolence, mankind, 
flesh, human race, human, 
humankind; (adj, n) compassion, 
charity, kindness, benignity, 
gentleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
severity, inhumanity, nastiness, 
selfishness 

humdrum: (adj, v) dull, monotonous, 
uninteresting, tedious, stupid; (adj) 
banal, commonplace, flat, prosaic, 
dreary, everyday. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) exciting, surprising, 
remarkable, stunning, romantic, 
exotic, extraordinary, interesting 

humming: (adj) droning, zippy, 
reeking, bustling, grunting, stinking; 
(n) buzzing, vocalizing, sound, 
murmur, growling 

humorous: (adj) comical, funny, 
comic, droll, playful, hilarious, 
jocose, farcical, jocular; (adj, n) 
facetious, witty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, humorless, dull 

humour: (n) fun, wit, witticism, body 
fluid, temper, mood, amiability, 
drollery, disposition; (adj) 
humorous; (v) gratify 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) 
fatigued, puzzled, decorated 

hungary: (n) Republic of Hungary, 
Magyarorszag 

hunger: (n, v) thirst, want, wish, itch; 
(n) craving, appetite, eagerness, 
famine; (v) crave, ache; (adj) hungry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
aversion, dislike, apathy 

hungry: (adj) eager, avid, famished, 
starving, esurient, greedy, ravenous, 
desirous, meager, starveling; (v) 
starve. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
satiated, sated, thirsty, unconcerned, 
moderate, healthy, disinterested 

hunt: (n, v) search; (v) course, follow, 
hound, rummage, forage, prey, dog, 
go after, persecute; (n) battue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) find, precede 

hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 
required, sought, sought after; (n) 
victim 

hunter: (n) fowler, huntsman, 
trapper, Nimrod, seeker, tracker, 
falconer, hawker, courser, watch, 
ticker 

huntsman: (n) fowler, trapper, 
hawker, huntress, falconer, 
pothunter, jaeger, seeker, tracker, 
stalker; (v) sportsman 

hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, 
rapid, quick, swift, headlong, 
abrupt, cursory, precipitate, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, 
leisurely, considered, patient, 
meticulous, thorough 

hurry: (n) haste; (n, v) bustle, hasten, 
dispatch, flurry, rush; (v) scurry, 
dash, accelerate, expedite, run. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
calmness, patience, unimportance; 
(v) dawdle, delay, linger, crawl, 
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amble; (intj) wait 
husbanding: (n) preservation, 

salvation 
husky: (adj) hoarse, gruff, burly, big, 

dry, raucous, beefy, strapping, 
brawny, sturdy; (n) Eskimo dog. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) high, puny, 
small, smooth, soft 

hussar: (n) dragoon, cavalry, artillery, 
horse artillery, cavalryman, 
mounted rifles, uhlan, voltigeur, 
light horse 

hydrophobia: (n) rabies, lyssa, 
madness, canine madness, animal 
disease, fear of water, hydrophoby, 
fury 

hypnotized: (adj, v) mesmerized, 
rapt, transfixed; (adj) fascinated, 
mesmerised, captive, enchanted, 
spellbound; (v) engrossed in, 
riveted, absorbed 

hysterics: (adj) frenzy, hysterical, 
phrensy; (n) panic, mirth, emotional 
behavior, dramatics, paroxysm, 
rage, tantrum, affected behavior 

icily: (adv) frostily, coldly, frigidly, 
wintrily, glacially, arctically, 
freezingly, bitterly, coolly, chilly, 
polarly. ANTONYM: (adv) warmly 

ideals: (n) morality, principle, 
standard, standards, ethics, 
principles 

idiotic: (adj) absurd, foolish, fatuous, 
imbecile, crazy, stupid, ridiculous, 
mindless, silly, unwise, daft. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, genius, 
clever 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, glorious 

ignorant: (adj) unconscious, 
unwitting, rude, illiterate, 
uneducated, blind, dull, unaware, 
uninformed, unlearned, innocent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conscious, 
versed, cultured, educated, 
informed, wary, literate, aware, 
polite 

ignore: (v) neglect, cut, omit, forget, 
snub, disregard, discount, flout, 
overrule, overlook, rebuff. 
ANTONYMS: (v) observe, react, 
honor, notice, greet, accept, address, 
consider, distinguish, heed, know 

illogical: (adj) unreasonable, 
inconsistent, confused, disjointed, 
disconnected, fallacious, incoherent, 
senseless, inconsequent, 
preposterous, irrational. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, 

sensible, valid, coherent, reasonable, 
consistent 

ill-timed: (adj) untimely, 
inopportune, undue, inappropriate, 
inept, inadmissible, 
disadvantageous 

illuminated: (adj) lit, lighted, 
luminous, enlightened, clear, light, 
shining, irradiated, lighter, Lighty, 
irradiate 

illusion: (n, v) delusion; (n) fantasy, 
apparition, deception, magic, fancy, 
deceit, dissimulation, phantom, 
trick, vision. ANTONYMS: (n) 
reality, fact 

illustrated: (adj) embellished, 
decorated, distinguished, graphic 

imagination: (n) vision, fancy, image, 
dream, conceit, imagery, originality, 
invention, resource, reflection, 
phantasy 

imagined: (adj) fanciful, notional, 
unreal, fancied, fictitious, 
nonexistent, unseen, hypothetical, 
feigned, dubious, doubtful 

imagining: (n) conception, 
daydream, fantasy, opinion; (v) 
imagine; (adj) imaginant 

imbecile: (adj) foolish, idiotic, 
fatuous, dumb, imbecilic, simple; (n) 
idiot, moron, cretin, ass, oaf. 
ANTONYM: (adj) genius 

imbecility: (n) folly, foolishness, 
idiocy, fatuity, weakness, stupidity, 
feeblemindedness, lunacy; (adj, n) 
debility, feebleness; (adj) infirmity 

imitate: (n, v) duplicate; (v) forge, 
ape, emulate, follow, feign, 
counterfeit, mimic, mock, assume, 
act 

immense: (adj) vast, enormous, great, 
gigantic, immeasurable, colossal, 
boundless, big, large, giant, infinite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, small, 
insignificant, miniature, slight, 
negligible, compact, narrow, short, 
minor 

immensely: (adv) highly, infinitely, 
greatly, enormously, tremendously, 
extremely, mightily, hugely, 
massively, immeasurably, 
monstrously 

immobile: (adj) firm, stagnant, 
stationary, inactive, motionless, 
inert, fast, static, steadfast, still, 
unmoving. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mobile, working 

immortality: (n) sempiternity, 
perpetuity, athanasia, glory, aye, 
fame, everness, immortal, 
permanency, deathlessness, 
undying. ANTONYM: (n) mortality 

imparting: (n) giving, conveyance, 
conveyance of title, conveyancing, 
conveying 

impassioned: (adj) fervent, fanatical, 
fiery, burning, passionate, hot, 
torrid, vehement, keen, zealous; 
(adj, v) enthusiastic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) impassive, indifferent, calm 

impatience: (n) annoyance, 
eagerness, anger, intolerance, 
restlessness, fidget, nervousness, 
fidgetiness, enthusiasm, edginess; 
(adj) nonendurance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) calmness, endurance, apathy 

impatient: (adj) eager, anxious, 
petulant, fidgety, vexed, keen, edgy, 
quick, avid, irritable, fretful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) patient, 
enduring, unenthusiastic, calm, 
happy, relaxed, slow 

impeccable: (adj) faultless, flawless, 
perfect, spotless, correct, blameless, 
infallible, exquisite, complete, 
irreproachable, unimpeachable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blameworthy, 
corrupt, imperfect, shameful, 
amateur 

impediment: (n, v) hindrance, check, 
difficulty, delay; (n) bar, hitch, 
barrier, obstruction, drawback, 
encumbrance, block. ANTONYMS: 
(n) benefit, boost, incentive, strength 

imperative: (adj) essential, imperious, 
exigent, absolute, pressing, 
peremptory, vital, commanding, 
urgent; (adj, v) necessary; (adj, n) 
prerequisite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trivial, unimportant, optional, 
submissive, beseeching; (n) option 

impertinently: (adv) insolently, 
saucily, impolitely, cheekily, freshly, 
rudely, pertly, disrespectfully, 
offensively, discourteously, 
brazenly. ANTONYM: (adv) politely 

implement: (v) execute, carry out, 
fulfil, accomplish, enforce, apply; (n) 
tool, apparatus, appliance, 
instrument; (n, v) utensil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, neglect 

implied: (adj) understood, tacit, 
indirect, oblique, silent, inferential, 
inherent, ulterior, latent, involved, 
contained. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
direct, explicit, overt 

implore: (v) beg, beseech, supplicate, 
ask, conjure, crave, pray, importune, 
appeal, plead, solicit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) demand, grant, reject 

imploring: (adj) appealing, begging, 
suppliant, pleading, entreating, 
piteous, importunate, entreating 
urgently; (v) supplicate, plead; (n) 
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prayer 
imply: (n, v) denote, betoken; (v) 

connote, hint, allude, intimate, 
entail, mean, indicate, convey; (adj, 
v) involve 

import: (n, v) matter, sense, denote; 
(n) meaning, effect, connotation, 
implication, moment, significance, 
value; (v) imply. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) export; (n) insignificance, 
inconsequence, triviality 

impoverished: (adj) indigent, broke, 
needy, poor, penniless, miserable, 
impecunious, bankrupt, barren, 
broken, strapped. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) rich, enriched, solvent 

impressed: (adj) touched, 
bewildered, amazed, susceptible, 
stupefied, stunned, confused, 
bemused; (v) imprinted, stamped, 
carved. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unimpressed 

impressions: (n) impersonation, 
imitation 

imprisonment: (n) captivity, 
confinement, incarceration, durance, 
detention, arrest, immurement, 
internment, duress; (adj, n) bondage; 
(v) imprison. ANTONYMS: (n) 
release, freedom 

improper: (adj) false, illicit, 
illegitimate, unsuitable, wrong, 
indecent, bad, coarse, amiss, faulty; 
(adj, v) indecorous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) suitable, fitting, polite, 
acceptable, sensitive, moral, correct, 
dignified, lawful, clean, honest 

impropriety: (n) barbarism, 
obscenity, indecorum, error, 
rudeness, indelicacy, incorrectness, 
solecism, wrongness; (adj) 
immorality, inaptitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decency, 
correctness 

impulse: (n) pulse, urge, impulsion, 
force, motive, whim, drive, goad, 
motivation, momentum, incentive. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, 
disincentive, disinclination 

impute: (v) charge, attribute, ascribe, 
assign, accuse, blame, attach, credit, 
lay, accredit, impeach 

inarticulate: (adj) unintelligible, 
silent, vague, muffled, incoherent, 
mute, incomprehensible, 
unarticulate, speechless, guttural, 
fuzzy. ANTONYMS: (adj) articulate, 
eloquent, fluent, distinct, talkative 

inarticulately: (adv) speechlessly, 
incoherently, silently, mutely, 
obscurely, faintly, dumbly, 
unarticulately, muffledly, 

wordlessly, unclearly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coherently, eloquently, 
distinctly 

inattention: (n) neglect, heedlessness, 
carelessness, forgetfulness, 
negligence, inobservance, 
inadvertence, indifference, 
oversight, slight, distraction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, notice, 
caution, concentration 

incalculable: (adj) countless, 
innumerable, numberless, 
boundless, inestimable, immense, 
infinite, myriad, numerous, 
invaluable, unpredictable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calculable, 
negligible, limited, worthless, tiny, 
slight, finite, few, definite, small, 
minor 

incapable: (adj) impotent, 
inadequate, unable, helpless, 
powerless, unqualified, inept, 
insufficient, inapt, ineffectual, unfit. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) able, competent, 
strong, powerful, effective 

incessantly: (adv) constantly, 
endlessly, continually, perpetually, 
continuously, unceasingly, eternally, 
persistently, unremittingly, 
unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) sporadically, briefly 

inch: (n) in, bit, column inch, morsel; 
(v) crawl, creep, ease; (adj) tatter, 
mite, seed, shive 

inclination: (n, v) desire, bent; (n) 
fancy, affection, tendency, leaning, 
drift, appetite, dip, proclivity, bias. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disinclination, 
reluctance, aversion, indifference, 
unwillingness, antipathy, dislike, 
horror 

incomprehensible: (adj) 
inapprehensible, inscrutable, 
inarticulate, abstruse, cryptic, 
unfathomable, puzzling, obscure, 
inexplicable, inconceivable, 
unaccountable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
comprehensible, explicable, 
understandable, intelligible, legible, 
obvious, straightforward 

inconceivable: (adj, v) unbelievable, 
hard to believe; (adj) impossible, 
implausible, incomprehensible, 
unimaginable, unthinkable, 
improbable, unintelligible, 
inscrutable, fabulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conceivable, believable, likely, 
understandable, credible 

inconstant: (adj) erratic, changeable, 
flighty, fickle, variable, faithless, 
fitful, giddy, inconsistent, uncertain, 
slippery. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

unending, loyal, regular 
incredible: (adj, n) astonishing, 

marvelous; (adj, v) inconceivable; 
(adj) fabulous, extraordinary, 
unbelievable, implausible, fantastic, 
unlikely, preposterous, wonderful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) credible, 
believable, conceivable, 
unspectacular, likely, mundane, 
unremarkable, plausible, awful, 
sensible, real 

incredibly: (adv) unbelievably, 
improbably, implausibly, greatly, 
dreadfully, fantastically; (adj, adv) 
astonishingly, amazingly, 
marvelously, surprisingly; (adj) 
emphatically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unremarkably, slightly, credibly, 
believably, sensibly, plausibly, 
conceivably, hardly 

incurable: (adj) incorrigible, 
immedicable, cureless, inveterate, 
irretrievable, irrecoverable, terminal, 
irremediable, irreparable, 
remediless, chronic. ANTONYM: 
(adj) mild 

incursion: (n) attack, raid, foray, 
assault, invasion, inroad, descent, 
influx, infringement, intrusion, entry 

indefinite: (adj, v) ambiguous, vague; 
(adj) uncertain, boundless, hazy, 
equivocal, unlimited, doubtful, 
dubious, imprecise, indecisive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, limited, 
fixed, constrained, specific, distinct, 
known, precise, clear, exact 

indented: (adj) concave, hollow, 
serrated, jagged, crenelated, 
crenelate, crenellated, crenellate, 
embattled, notched; (n) fancier 

indestructible: (adj) immortal, 
eternal, everlasting, undestroyable, 
undying, durable, perdurable, 
permanent, indelible, incorruptible, 
lasting. ANTONYMS: (adj) fragile, 
destructible, vulnerable, ephemeral, 
soft, perishable, temporary 

indifference: (adj, n) coldness, 
phlegm; (n) detachment, 
impassiveness, disregard, aloofness, 
nonchalance, neglect, unconcern, 
impassivity, disinterest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fervor, interest, 
eagerness, dedication, sympathy, 
favorite, compassion, anxiety, 
responsiveness, forcefulness, care 

indifferent: (adj) apathetic, 
impassive, cold, cool, callous, fair, 
insensible, unconcerned, careless, 
dull, average. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, fervent, keen, 
obsessive, energetic, eager, 
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involved, surprised, exceptional, 
concerned, shocked 

indissoluble: (adj) lasting, 
irresolvable, permanent, abiding, 
indestructible, insolvable, 
indivisible, indecomposable, strong; 
(v) severable, insecable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) temporary 

indistinguishably: (adv) vaguely, 
unclearly, ambiguously, 
indecisively, indistinctly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) distinctly 

individualist: (n) maverick, rebel, 
nonconformist, radical, soul, person, 
someone, somebody, withdrawer, 
unconventional person; (adj) 
egocentric 

indubitably: (adv) certainly, surely, 
positively, incontrovertibly, 
unquestionably, clearly, 
undoubtedly, of course, absolutely, 
indisputably, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) possibly, 
arguably, doubtfully 

indulge: (n, v) gratify, humor; (v) 
coddle, cosset, baby, pamper, spoil, 
satisfy, please, mollycoddle, cocker. 
ANTONYMS: (v) frustrate, deprive, 
stifle, neglect, deny, displease, fast 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle, 
destructive, weary, careless 

inevitable: (adj) ineluctable, 
unavoidable, inescapable, destined, 
fatal, fated, necessary, obvious, 
irrevocable, irresistible; (n) 
ineluctability. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
evitable, avoidable, optional, 
preventable, unpredictable, 
unlikely; (adv) surprisingly 

inevitably: (adv) unavoidably, 
necessarily, of necessity, ineluctably, 
needs, by necessity, automatically, 
surely, certainly, essentially. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unnecessarily 

inexpensive: (adj) easy, economical, 
reasonable, frugal, low, gimcrack, 
cheapness, not expensive, reduced, 
cheesy, twopenny. ANTONYM: 
(adj) prohibitive 

inexperience: (adj) inexperienced, 
indexterity, incomprehension, 
inability; (adj, n) simplicity; (n) 
freshness, innocence, ignorance, 
newness, callowness, unfamiliarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) skillfulness, 
sophistication, wisdom 

infamous: (adj) disreputable, 
flagrant, notorious, disgraceful, 
dishonourable, contemptible; (adj, v) 
foul, shameful, base; (adj, n, v) 
scandalous; (adj, adv, v) nefarious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reputable, 
famous 

infatuation: (adj) devotion, 
fascination, enchantment, gross 
credulity; (adj, n) passion, fervor, 
fanaticism; (n) crush, idolatry, love, 
hobby. ANTONYM: (n) indifference 

infinite: (adj) absolute, eternal, 
endless, countless, immense, 
incalculable, boundless, 
innumerable, immeasurable, 
everlasting, spaceless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) finite, limited, restricted, small, 
tiny, slight 

infinitely: (adv) greatly, vastly, 
immensely, immeasurably, 
boundlessly, enormously, 
unboundedly, hugely, ceaselessly, 
unendingly; (adj, adv) incalculably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) finitely 

inflexible: (adj) rigid, fixed, 
uncompromising, immovable, 
rigorous, unbending, inexorable, 
dogged; (adj, n) hard, firm, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, adaptable, 
accommodating, stretchy, 
compromising, bendy, weak, lithe, 
pliable, soft 

infliction: (adj) affliction; (n) 
punishment, annoyance, imposition, 
discipline, worry, penalty, nuisance, 
bother, hardship, misery 

informed: (adj) cognizant, educated, 
conscious, knowledgeable, familiar, 
apprised, wise, conversant, 
experienced, sensible; (adv) abreast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninformed, 
unconcerned 

infuriated: (adj, v) enraged; (adj) 
furious, incensed, angered, mad, 
exasperated, provoked, boiling, 
livid, wrathful, annoyed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleased 

ingenious: (adj) adroit, artful, clever, 
cunning, deft, expert, creative, 
imaginative, cute, acute, able. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impulsive, 
naive, unoriginal, inept 

ingratiate: (v) fawn, hint, cozy up, 
cotton up, control 

inhabit: (v) reside, abide, occupy, 
lodge, settle, people, live, indwell, 
be, exist; (n) habit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
desert, vacate 

inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 
occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 

population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger 

inhabitants: (n) population, citizens, 
populace, folk, country, community, 
abode, group, inhabitation, nation, 
natives 

inherited: (adj) inborn, genetic, 
familial, ancestral, transmissible, 
congenital, inherent, incarnate, 
transmitted, instinctive, intuitive 

iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) 
inequity, wickedness, immorality, 
injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, 
villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, good 

injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 
(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) 
abuse. ANTONYMS: (v) heal, 
enable, repair, protect, help 

injured: (adj) hurt, broken, wounded, 
affected, damaged, pained, 
offended, insulted, defective, 
prejudiced; (n) casualty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninjured, 
unaffected, well 

inkling: (n, v) hint, suggestion; (n) 
clue, allusion, idea, glimpse, notion, 
indication, cue, intimation, 
implication. ANTONYMS: (n) trust, 
certainty 

innate: (adj) inherent, congenital, 
inbred, indigenous, instinctive, 
natural, intrinsic, constitutional, 
essential, ingrained; (adj, v) born. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, 
conditioned, acquired, trained, 
spiritual 

innocence: (n) blamelessness, 
chastity, ignorance, ingenuousness, 
purity, gullibility, artlessness, 
innocent, simplicity, harmlessness, 
guiltlessness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sophistication, experience, fault, 
dirtiness, wariness, dishonesty 

innocent: (adj) chaste, artless, clear, 
ingenuous, innocuous, guileless, 
guiltless, ignorant, unsophisticated, 
spotless, naive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
culpable, responsible, wicked, wary, 
experienced, corrupt, worldly, 
unfair, meaningful, offensive, jaded 

innumerable: (adj) countless, 
numberless, incalculable, 
multitudinous, infinite, innumerous, 
unnumbered, uncounted, myriad, 
immeasurable, untold. ANTONYM: 
(adj) finite 

inopportune: (adj) inconvenient, 
inappropriate, improper, 
inexpedient, awkward, 
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disadvantageous, unfitting, unapt, 
unfortunate, untimely, untoward. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) opportune, 
timely, appropriate, fortunate, 
convenient, suitable 

inquiries: (n) investigation, 
examination, study, enquiries, 
enquiry, inquiry, exploration 

insane: (adj) foolish, daft, demented, 
mad, delirious, lunatic, fool, 
moonstruck, frantic, idiotic, nutty. 
ANTONYM: (adj) sensible 

inscrutable: (adj) inexplicable, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, 
weird, cryptic, cryptical, deep, 
enigmatic, uncanny, hidden, arcane. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) transparent, 
expressive, clear, straightforward 

insight: (n) vision, acumen, 
understanding, perception, 
penetration, brainwave, 
apprehension, acquaintance, 
knowledge, idea, foresight. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hindsight, 
foolishness, ignorance, clumsiness 

insistence: (n) stubbornness, 
adherence, pressure, steadfastness, 
press, insistency, urgency, insisting, 
instancy, persistence, 
imperativeness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
flexibility, weakness 

insistent: (adj) exigent, pressing, 
emphatic, persistent, crying, 
importunate, instant, clamant, 
imperative, adamant, obstinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) satisfied, 
irresolute, gentle 

insistently: (adv) stubbornly, 
obstinately, forcefully, 
unrelentingly, doggedly, 
importunately, resolutely, 
pressingly, assertively, urgently, 
uncompromisingly 

insolence: (n) impertinence, 
arrogance, audacity, impudence, 
effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, 
disrespect, haughtiness, crust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, 
politeness, meekness, shyness 

inspect: (v) overhaul, overlook, 
survey, watch, scrutinize, view, 
explore, look, review, inquire, 
monitor. ANTONYMS: (v) skim, 
ignore 

inspiration: (n) afflatus, 
encouragement, idea, incentive, 
revelation, breath, inhalation, 
notion; (n, v) illumination, infusion; 
(adj, n) genius 

inspiring: (adj) rousing, provocative, 
inspire, inspirational, inspiringly, 
heartening, encourage, entertaining, 

exhilarating, hopeful, imposing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ridiculous, 
uninspiring, banal, boring, dull, 
unimpressive 

instance: (n) exemplar, case, time, 
illustration, sample, affair, pattern, 
chance, cause; (v) exemplify, 
illustrate 

instances: (v) conceive, abate, 
commotion, decline, decrease, 
imply, diminution, diminish 

instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) 
immediate, prompt; (n) flash, 
minute, jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) 
exigent; (adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. 
ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj) 
considered, delayed, slow 

instantly: (adv, n) directly; (adj, adv) 
immediately, at once; (adv) 
instantaneously, promptly, 
forthwith, now, readily, quickly, 
momently, momentarily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, slowly, 
gradually 

instinct: (n) impulse, urge, aptitude, 
gift, feeling, sixth sense, inherent 
aptitude, knack, inspiration, talent, 
genius 

instinctive: (adj) inherent, inborn, 
automatic, natural, mechanical, 
spontaneous, intuitive, unconscious, 
gut, reflex; (adj, v) involuntary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, stilted, 
deliberate, factual, systematic, 
trained, spiritual 

institution: (n) creation, formation, 
asylum, agency, founding, academy, 
foundation, organ, initiation, 
method; (adj, n) institute 

instrument: (n) channel, deed, tool, 
pawn, apparatus, agency, 
document, expedient, appliance, 
gear; (n, v) implement 

insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 
injured, huffy 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, 
intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable 

integral: (adj) complete, inherent, 
entire, full, intact, total, 
constitutional, inbuilt, constituent, 
plenary; (adj, n) differential. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) peripheral, 
incidental, broken, unimportant 

intellectual: (n) intellect, brain, 
thinker, scholar; (adj) rational, 
mental, cerebral, learned, spiritual; 
(adj, n) mind, academic. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) nonintellectual, 
intuitive, emotional, dim, ignorant, 
physical, thick, lowbrow; (n) dunce 

intellectually: (adv) rationally, 
intelligently, spiritually, cerebrally, 
intellectively, learnedly, 
academically, mindly, ideally, 
culturedly, smartly 

intelligence: (n) cleverness, intellect, 
news, tidings, understanding, 
acumen, mentality, knowledge, 
brains, comprehension, brainpower. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stupidity, 
emotion, slowness, foolishness, 
ineptness 

intend: (v) destine, design, mean, 
aim, determine, denote, 
contemplate, plan, purpose, 
consider, believe. ANTONYM: (v) 
improvise 

intense: (adj) acute, deep, brilliant, 
fervent, fierce, ardent, burning, 
severe, furious, extreme; (adj, v) 
vivid. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, calm, 
weak, slight, imperceptible, 
superficial, shallow, gentle, dim, 
insignificant, relaxed 

intensely: (adj, adv) extremely; (adv) 
strongly, powerfully, severely, 
violently, vehemently, acutely, 
keenly, brightly, profoundly, 
fiercely. ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
calmly, gently, dully, indifferently, 
impassively, jokingly, slightly, 
hardly, superficially, 
unexceptionally 

intent: (n) idea, intention, design, 
spirit, meaning, import, goal, 
purpose; (adj, n) attentive; (adj) 
absorbed, engrossed 

intently: (adv) fixedly, attentively, 
seriously, raptly, intensely, closely, 
steadily, eagerly, absorbedly, hard, 
steadfastly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
absently 

intercourse: (n) contact, coition, 
conversation, communication, 
coitus, dealings, converse, 
commerce, liaison, congress; (adj, n) 
acquaintance 

interfere: (n, v) interpose; (v) 
intercede, obstruct, disturb, conflict, 
impede, hinder, meddle, intervene; 
(n) interference; (adj, v) intermeddle 

intermediate: (adj, n) average, 
intermediary, mean, mediocre; (adj) 
middle, mid, moderate, halfway; 
(adj, v) mediate; (v) interjacent, 
intercede. ANTONYMS: (adj) last, 
extreme 

intermittent: (adj) broken, sporadic, 
fitful, discontinuous, spasmodic, 
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irregular, periodic, uneven, 
recurrent; (adj, v) occasional; (adv) 
intermittently. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, repeated, continual, 
steady, regular, recurring, frequent, 
spasmodic, unbroken, common 

interned: (adj) jailed, inside, 
incarcerated, imprisoned, detained, 
captive, put away, behind bars, 
caged. ANTONYM: (adj) free 

interrupted: (adj) discontinuous, 
fitful, intermittent, discontinued, 
disconnected, unsuccessive, 
intervallic, episodic, gaping, 
periodic; (prep) interrupt 

interval: (n) intermission, 
interruption, distance, break, 
interlude, hiatus, interim, pause, 
period, respite, gap. ANTONYM: (n) 
intensification 

intervene: (v) intercede, interpose, 
meddle, arbitrate, step in, interject, 
interlope, pass; (adj, v) mediate, 
intermediate; (n) interference. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, 
provoke 

intimacy: (adj, n) familiarity, 
acquaintance; (n) closeness, 
fellowship, association, friendship, 
intercourse, affair, camaraderie, 
conversance, confidence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, formality 

intimate: (adj, adv, v) close; (n, v) 
express, imply; (v) hint, indicate, 
allude, suggest; (adj) informal, 
inner, internal; (adj, v) confidential. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) formal, cold, 
unfriendly, external, outermost, 
public, superficial 

intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, 
personally, secretly, internally, 
privately, narrowly, thoroughly, 
near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) superficially 

intolerable: (adj) unbearable, 
insupportable, painful, obnoxious, 
detestable, inexcusable, deplorable, 
undesirable, hard, excruciating, 
difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bearable, tolerable, acceptable, 
reasonable, nice, understandable, 
lovable, excusable, inoffensive, 
manageable 

intolerably: (adv) excruciatingly, 
unbearably, insufferably, 
unendurably, insupportably, 
unfeasibly, impossibly, horribly, 
unpardonably, inexcusably, 
unforgivably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
tolerably, excusably, bearably, 
acceptably, pleasantly, 
understandably 

intonation: (n) inflection, tone, 
expression, cadence, timbre, 
chanting, drone, prosody, 
vocalizing, singing, sound 

intrigue: (n, v) cabal, contrivance, 
scheme; (v) fascinate, connive, 
captivate, attract, charm; (n) 
conspiracy, trick, plot 

intrinsic: (adj) internal, immanent, 
inborn, native, essential, intrinsical, 
intimate, constitutional, integral, 
peculiar, interior. ANTONYM: (adj) 
acquired 

introspection: (n) examination, 
contemplation, examen, 
thoughtfulness, reflection, reflexion, 
meditation, discernment, thought; 
(v) scrutiny inspection, study 

invalid: (adj) false, illogical, 
unreasonable, null, weak, void, 
unhealthy, sick, flawed; (n) infirm; 
(v) disable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
valid, legitimate, current, healthy, 
true, watertight, correct 

invariably: (adv) constantly, ever, 
forever, permanently, continually, 
incessantly; (adj) never otherwise, 
unfailingly, without exception, 
without fail; (adj, adv) uniformly 

invent: (v) devise, form, create, 
excogitate, concoct, imagine, 
contrive; (n, v) forge, fabricate, 
design, coin 

invention: (n) fabrication, conception, 
fiction, imagination, creation, 
discovery, device, innovation, 
excogitation, artifice; (n, v) forgery. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth 

invest: (n, v) empower, endow, vest, 
dress; (v) clothe, commit, enthrone, 
endue, crown, indue, adorn 

invidious: (adj) obnoxious, hateful, 
discriminatory, offensive, 
outrageous, jealous, abominable, 
odious, loathsome, covetous; (adj, v) 
spiteful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasant, desirable 

inviolable: (adj) sacrosanct, 
infrangible, hallowed, invulnerable, 
inviolate, inalienable, impenetrable, 
absolute, impregnable; (v) 
imprescriptible, unimpeachable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
breakable 

invisible: (adj) obscure, hidden, 
inconspicuous, intangible, sightless, 
concealed, impalpable, occult, 
indiscernible, inappreciable, unseen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
conspicuous, noticeable, palpable 

invisibly: (adv) unvisibly, 
indiscernibly, latently, untraceably, 

unnoticeably, barely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) obviously, noticeably, 
conspicuously 

invitation: (n) call, bidding, 
temptation, lure, asking, request, 
attraction, enticement; (v) invite, 
solicitation; (n, v) supplication 

invitingly: (adv) pleasingly, 
tantalizingly, engagingly, invite, 
appealingly, attractively, enticingly, 
seductively, alluringly, winningly, 
magnetically 

inward: (adj) inner, intrinsic, internal, 
interior, intestine, inherent, 
domestic; (adv) inwardly, inwards, 
in; (n) innards. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) outward; (adj) outgoing, 
external 

ironically: (adv) sardonically, 
sarcastically, derisively, wrily, 
mordantly, satirically, bitingly, 
caustically, illogically, 
understatedly, deprecatingly 

irony: (n) sarcasm, ridicule, raillery, 
banter, derision, quiz, mockery, 
figure of speech; (adj, n) satire, 
humor, burlesque. ANTONYM: (n) 
sincerity 

irregular: (adj) atypical, abnormal, 
erratic, anomalous, eccentric, 
broken, sporadic, disorderly, 
strange, changeable; (adj, n) guerilla. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) symmetrical, 
normal, smooth, constant, even, 
steady, compact, cyclic, equal, 
frequent, permanent 

irresponsibility: (n) flightiness, 
irresponsibleness, arbitrariness, 
exemption, freedom, release, liberty, 
renunciation, untrustiness, 
untrustworthiness, insanity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) caution, maturity, 
deliberation, carefulness, reliability 

irretrievably: (adv) permanently, for 
all time, irremediably, forever, 
irrecoverably, once and for all, 
irrevocably, irreversibly 

irrevocable: (adj) irrecoverable, final, 
irreparable, irremediable, 
irredeemable, conclusive, 
irreclaimable, unchangeable, fixed; 
(adj, v) irretrievable, inevitable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) revocable, 
superficial, provisional, flexible, 
impermanent 

irritating: (adj) infuriating, 
bothersome, annoying, 
exasperating, irksome, irritative, 
vexatious, aggravating, 
troublesome, irritant; (v) stinging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, 
calming, delightful, pleasant 
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irritation: (n) exasperation, anger, 
annoyance, displeasure, bother, 
excitation, temper, excitement, 
irritability, vexation, annoying. 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, balm, 
calm, calmness, equanimity, 
patience 

jacket: (n) sheath, cover, case, 
covering, envelope, coat, blazer, 
doublet, dust cover, skin, shield 

jaunt: (n, v) journey, drive, trip, 
outing, ride; (v) travel, airing; (n) 
expedition, junket, run, tour 

jaws: (n) jaw, chops, fauces, chaps, 
mandible, maw, lips, holding 
device; (v) mazard 

jealous: (adj) distrustful, envious, 
covetous, suspicious, jealousy, 
resentful, invidious, green, 
grudging, jaundiced, attentive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) trusting 

jealousy: (n) suspicion, jealous, 
jealousness, envy, envious, 
alertness, distrust, contention, 
competition, scruple, qualm 

jean: (n) denim, blue Jean, Jane, 
Levis, trousers 

jerking: (adj) arrhythmic, 
arrhythmical, jerky, unsteady; (n) 
movement, jolt, dork, jar 

jerky: (adj) uneven, abrupt, rough, 
unsteady, jerking, arrhythmic, 
spasmodic, shaky; (n) biltong, jerked 
meat, meat. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, graceful 

jimmy: (v) pry, lever, force, prize, 
appreciate, be nosey; (n) crowbar, 
handspike, gavelock, limb, wing 

jocular: (adj) jocose, amusing, 
comical, facetious, funny, cheerful, 
jesting, hilarious, droll, frolicsome, 
bright. ANTONYMS: (adj) solemn, 
gloomy 

jointure: (n) dower, join, union, 
inheritance, heritage, estate, 
coupling, conglutination, 
brotherhood, appanage, alimony 

joke: (n, v) banter; (n) hoax, fun, 
quip, gag, caper, game, antic, prank, 
humor; (v) tease 

jolly: (adj) gay, cheerful, happy, 
festive, genial, bright, cheery, merry, 
jocund; (v) chaff; (adv) lively. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, 
miserable, serious 

jotting: (n) entry, note, 
memorandum, annotation, footnote, 
doodle, squiggle, scrawl, hint, 
italics, asterisk 

jove: (n) Jovian, Jovinianist, 
thunderer 

jovial: (adj, n) gay; (adj) jolly, genial, 

glad, festive, joyful, gleeful, merry, 
jocund, cheerful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
gloomy, frosty, serious, hostile 

judgement: (n) adjudication, 
evaluation, discretion, 
determination, discernment, 
opinion, assessment, decision, 
conclusion, estimate, belief 

judges: (n) judge, adjudicators, jury 
jumping: (n) saltation, leaping, 

header, start, propulsion; (adj) 
moving, festive; (v) bounding, 
salient, dancing; (adv) leapingly 

jungle: (n) forest, tangle, maze, snarl, 
wood, woodland, thicket, labyrinth, 
prairie, primeval forest; (adj, n) 
wilderness 

justified: (adj) correct, right, proper, 
elected, adopted, due, righteous, 
sanctified, unearthly, regenerated, 
even. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfounded, unjustified, 
unreasonable, wrong, unworthy 

khan: (n) caravansary, hostelry, 
tavern, inn, hostel, hotel, caravan 
inn, dak bungalow, lodge, hospice, 
Soldan 

kick: (v) grumble, complain; (n) 
bitch, beef, thrill, gripe, charge, 
excitement; (n, v) recoil, spurn, 
protest. ANTONYMS: (v) start; (n) 
bore 

kindliness: (n) friendliness, geniality, 
amiability, grace, benignancy, 
mercy, tenderness, compassion, 
charity, consideration, helpfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
reserve, cruelty 

kindly: (adj) kind, amiable, genial, 
charitable; (adv) sympathetically, 
benevolently, tenderly; (adj, n) 
benign, gentle, sympathetic, 
benevolent. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harshly, nastily, callously, cruelly, 
sharply, disagreeably, grumpily, 
malevolently; (adj) upsetting, 
unfeeling, sour 

kindness: (n) generosity, clemency, 
compassion, grace, good will, 
graciousness, humanity, goodness, 
affection; (adj, n) courtesy, 
gentleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
miserliness, spite, nastiness, 
callousness, cruelty, unfriendliness, 
maliciousness, thoughtlessness, 
sourness, severity, disservice 

kink: (n, v) twist, knot, curve; (n) 
defect, bend, eccentricity, cramp, 
peculiarity, oddity; (v) crimp, frizz. 
ANTONYM: (v) undo 

kiss: (n, v) caress, brush, embrace, 

touch; (n) osculation, salute, lip, Kiss 
of peace, kiss hands; (v) osculate, 
love 

kissing: (n) hugging, cuddling, 
fondling, arousal, foreplay, necking; 
(adj) embracing, adhering closely, 
billing, clinging, interosculant 

knapsack: (n) bag, rucksack, 
haversack, kitbag, packsack, pack, 
back pack, wallet, pouch, scrip, kit 
bag 

knee: (n) bracket, articulation, joint, 
kneel, knee joint, genu, articulatio 
genus, scythe, zigzag, sickle, bend 

kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, 
bob, cry for quarter, dip, duck, 
humble oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance 

knees: (n) knee 
knife: (adj, n) blade; (adj) cutlery, 

edge tool; (v) stab; (n) sword, 
cleaver, whittle, cutter, tongue, 
pocketknife, chopper 

knitting: (n) knitwork, needlework, 
needlecraft, knitted fabric, web, 
braid, weave, creating from raw 
materials, knit stitch 

knock: (n, v) hit, blow, bang, bump, 
tap, strike, whack, bash, punch, cuff; 
(n) crash. ANTONYMS: (n) 
improvement, boost; (v) encourage, 
bolster, approve 

knocking: (n) sound, bang, beating, 
hit, rap, strike, belt, criticism, bash 

knotted: (adj) knotty, gnarled, gnarly, 
involved, entangled, complicated, 
tangled, matted, knobbed, fastened; 
(adj, v) kinky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, tidy, relaxed 

labelling: (n) classification 
laboratory: (n) lab, testing ground, 

workplace, laboratories, factory, 
research laboratory, Chem lab, 
chemistry lab, chemistry laboratory, 
course; (adj) experimental 

lace: (v) entwine, interlace, braid, 
bind; (adj, v) tie, string; (n) lacing, 
ribbon, edging; (n, v) net, rope. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untie, untwine, 
unpick 

lachrymosely: (adv) dolorously, 
weepingly 

lacking: (adj) incomplete, inadequate, 
defective, absent, short, wanting, 
destitute, empty, devoid, 
insufficient; (adj, prep) without. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) full, plentiful, 
burdened, capable, adequate, 
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perfect, present, complete, 
privileged; (prep) with, including 

laconic: (adj) curt, brief, terse, 
compendious, succinct, pithy, 
compact, taciturn, laconical, 
summary, short. ANTONYM: (adj) 
voluble 

ladder: (n, v) run; (n) stair, 
stepladder, steps, stairs, degree, 
washboard, flight of stairs, stile, 
stairway, staircase 

ladylike: (adj) feminine, refined, 
gentle, womanly, genteel, maidenly, 
matronly, wifely, dainty, well-bred, 
mannerly. ANTONYM: (adj) coarse 

lagoon: (n) laguna, lake, bay, pond, 
mere, settling basin, water clarifier, 
cove, coastal lagoon, basin, bayou 

lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, naive, untutored, 
simple, pure, natural, native, 
inartificial 

lamb: (n) sheep, lambkin, dear, 
hogget, kid, mutton, inexperienced 
person, honey, white meat, pork; 
(adj) naive 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, 
halting, feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; 
(adj, n) game; (adj, v) paralyze, 
maim, becripple 

lamentable: (adj) grievous, pitiful, 
distressing, sad, dismal, sorrowful, 
piteous, unfortunate, lugubrious; 
(adj, v) pitiable, mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laudable, 
fortunate 

lamentation: (n) dirge, grief, 
mourning, plaint, regret, complaint, 
cry, crying, wail, moan, condolence. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration 

landlord: (n) laird, proprietor, 
landlady, owner, landholder, land 
holder, land owner, innkeeper, 
property owner, slumlord, publican. 
ANTONYM: (n) occupant 

lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom 
landscape: (n) sight, vista, scene, 

scenery, outlook, view, ground, 
lookout, landscape painting, 
countryside, perspective 

languidly: (adv) languorously, 
listlessly, wearily, lethargically, 
slowly, dreamily, limply, weakly, 
torpidly, indolently, impassively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) dynamically, 
vigorously 

lank: (adj) gaunt, angular, emaciated, 
meager, thin, skinny, spindly, spare, 
scrawny; (adj, v) lean, barren 

lash: (n, v) beat, chastise, scourge, 
goad; (v) flog, bind, batter; (adj, v) 
strap, tie, lace; (n) hit. ANTONYMS: 

(v) unlash, untie 
lashing: (n) beating, drubbing, 

flagellation, trouncing, whipping, 
fastening, tanning, lacing, 
castigation, chastisement, thrashing 

lasting: (adj) abiding, everlasting, 
firm, eternal, enduring, continuous, 
permanent, constant, perpetual, 
tough; (adj, v) fast. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fleeting, impermanent, 
superficial, ephemeral, caducous, 
unstable, occasional, insubstantial, 
erratic, acute, fickle 

lath: (n) fillet, spline, batten, plank, 
list, ribbon, strip, rod, flat timber, 
spill; (v) frame 

laughing: (adj) merry, smiling, 
laughable, jolly, gay, lighthearted, 
frolicsome, playful, pleased, dizzy; 
(adv) laughingly. ANTONYM: (adj) 
serious 

laughter: (n) amusement, fun, 
guffaw, merriment, chortle, chuckle, 
mirth, hilarity, giggle, derision, 
happiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sadness, gloom, despair, boredom, 
misery, despondency 

lavender: (adj) lilac, purple, puce, 
light purple, pale purple, indigo, 
chromatic; (adj, n) violet, amethyst; 
(n) shrub, genus Lavandula 

lavishly: (adv) profusely, 
profligately, prodigally, copiously, 
generously, richly, wastefully, 
abundantly, luxuriously, plentifully, 
amply. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meagerly, frugally, cheaply, scantily 

lawn: (n) grassplot, field, green, park, 
meadow, grassplat, plot, lea, turfs, 
turves, turf 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting, 
put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition 

leads: (n) slating, pieced leads, slates, 
pile driving leads, tiling 

lean: (adj, v) gaunt; (adj) emaciated, 
thin, bony, lank; (n, v) bend, tilt, 
slant, list, careen; (n) inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, rich, 
chubby, greasy, stout; (v) straighten, 
repel 

leaned: (v) erudite, lettered; (adj) 
tilted, inclined, educated 

leaning: (adj, n) bent, disposition, 
partiality; (n) propensity, bias, 
tendency, incline, lean; (adj) tilted, 
canted, inclined. ANTONYMS: (n) 
antipathy, dislike; (adj) upright 

leash: (n, v) tether, harness; (v) bind, 
curb, rope; (n) bridle, constraint, 
restraint, strap; (adj) grapple, belay 

leather: (n) fur, fleece, skin, buckskin, 
fell, pelt, doeskin; (v) drub, thresh, 
thrash; (n, v) hit 

lecture: (n, v) discourse, harangue, 
reprimand, sermon, rebuke, talk, 
censure; (n) speech, oration; (v) 
chide, preach. ANTONYMS: (v) 
praise; (n) compliment 

left-handed: (adj) gauche, insincere, 
southpaw, uncouth, illicit, 
hypocritical, double-dealing, 
disingenuous 

legally: (adv) lawfully, legitimately, 
justly, statutorily, licitly, validly, 
constitutionally, rightfully, 
judicially, juridically, correctly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unlawfully, 
illegally 

legends: (n) tradition, mythology, 
myths 

leghorn: (n) Panama, lid, skimmer, 
straw hat, sailor, hat, chapeau, 
boatman, bluejacket, crewman 

leisure: (n) idleness, convenience, 
vacation, inactivity, rest, repose, 
relaxation, recreation, pastime, 
opportunity; (adj) idle. ANTONYM: 
(n) work 

leisured: (adj) leisure, unemployed, 
idler 

lend: (v) grant, give, advance, impart, 
bestow, contribute, borrow, bring, 
add, confer; (n) lending 

lent: (n) Quadragesima, Lententide 
lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, 

lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, 
vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate, 
attenuated 

lesson: (n) example, education, 
instruction, class, learning, sermon, 
recitation, task, study, message; (n, 
v) rebuke 

lessons: (n) classes, coaching, tuition, 
schoolwork, revision, learning, 
education, training 

letting: (n) lease, rental, let, renting, 
hire, leasing, rent, belongings, 
permission; (adj) lenient 

liabilities: (n) acquit, assets, Compte 
Rendu, expenditure, account settled, 
debt, outstanding accounts, charge, 
deficit, deposits and borrowed 
funds, equities 

libertinage: (n) profligacy, 
licentiousness, libertinism, 
fornication 

libertine: (adj) dissolute, dissipated, 
debauched, fast, lewd, lascivious, 
loose, licentious; (n, v) debauchee; 
(n) rake; (adj, n) wanton 

liberty: (adj, n) freedom, franchise; 
(n) license, leave, independence, 
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autonomy, emancipation, latitude, 
permission, scope, release. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slavery, 
domination, constraint, suppression, 
dependence 

lichen: (n) crotal, crottle, crottal, 
basidiolichen, mold, moss, arctic 
moss, conferva, beard lichen, beard 
moss, crottles 

lids: (n) lid 
lied: (n) song, hymn 
lifted: (adj) raised, elevated, lift, lofty, 

upraised, steep 
lifting: (n) rising, hoisting, 

plagiarism, restyling, copying, 
jacking; (adj) elating, enlivening, 
exciting, invigorating, thrilling 

lighter: (n) light, flatboat, igniter, 
cigarette lighter, wherry, primer, 
scow, kindling, fuze, fuzee, 
houseboat 

lighthouse: (n) light, pharos, beacon 
light, tower, Pharo, phare, beacon 
fire, Very lights, flare, balize, faro 

lightly: (adv) slightly, airily, thinly, 
easily, gently, light, fairly, weakly, 
flimsily, delicately, wantonly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) seriously, 
heavily, thickly, sturdily, angrily, 
hard, harshly, densely, brightly, 
awkwardly 

likes: (n) kind, sort, type 
liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy, 

appetite, taste, fondness, 
predilection, affection, partiality, 
admiration, approval, appreciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy 

lilting: (adj) tripping, musical, 
lightsome, rhythmic, rhythmical, 
swingy, light 

lily: (adj) chalk, tiger lily, snow, 
paper, effeminate, milk; (n) daffodil, 
kentan, martagon, leopard lily, ivory 

limb: (n) arm, branch, member, 
bough, extremity, offshoot, part, leg, 
wing, appendage, edge 

limbo: (n) oblivion, incarceration, 
purgatory, bilboes, durance vile, 
entombment, coarctation, limbus, 
intermediate repository, obscurity, 
jail 

limits: (n) confines, bounds, range, 
frontier, area, circumference, 
perimeter, field, margin, boundaries; 
(v) confine. ANTONYM: (n) middle 

linen: (n) fabric, flax, lingerie, doily, 
doyley, doyly, cambric, underwear, 
underclothes, hemp; (v) muslin 

liner: (n) boat, line drive, steamship, 
craft, ship, ocean liner, steamer, 

airliner, steamboat, facing, cruise 
ship 

lion: (adj, n) celebrity, hero; (adj) 
worthy, great card, tiger; (n) Leo, 
cat, king of beasts, curiosity, 
luminary, spectacle 

liqueur: (v) spirits, malt liquor, 
stingo; (n) honeysuckle, absinthe, 
absinth, kummel, anisette, 
hydromel, sweet wine, ale 

lira: (n) Italian lira, Maltese lira 
lisp: (v) enunciate, mince, enounce, 

breathe, lipse 
listener: (n, v) auditor; (n) 

eavesdropper, audience, observer, 
perceiver, hearkener, attender, 
attendee, attendant, beholder 

literally: (adv) precisely, plainly, 
faithfully, strictly, accurately, 
rightly, verbally; (adj, adv) word for 
word, really, sic, actually. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) metaphorically, 
loosely 

literate: (adj) learned, erudite, 
scholarly, lettered, literary, cultured; 
(n) scholar, someone, soul, 
somebody; (v) alliterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) illiterate, 
uneducated 

livelihood: (n) subsistence, existence, 
job, maintenance, support, living, 
sustenance, bread, keep, bread and 
butter, career 

loafing: (n) idleness, dalliance, dolce 
far niente, faineance, inaction, 
inactivity; (adj) lazy, unemployed 

loathe: (v) detest, hate, abominate, 
execrate, despise, loathing, dislike, 
disgust, disdain, contempt, 
nauseate. ANTONYMS: (v) like, 
admire, adore 

loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, 
reviled, undesirable 

loathing: (n, v) abomination, 
aversion, dislike, distaste; (n) hate, 
hatred, abhorrence, detestation, 
nausea, antipathy, execration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) love, adoration, 
liking, delight, goodwill 

locked: (adj) bolted, closed, fast, 
barred, blocked, fixed, guaranteed, 
barricaded, safe, protected, fastened 

locks: (n) hair, tresses, head of hair 
locust: (n) courbaril, cicada, wood, 

carob, clammy locust, Colorado 
beetle, black locust, acridid, honey 
locust, locust tree; (v) losel 

logical: (adj) coherent, sensible, 
rational, legitimate, reasonable, 
justifiable, valid, judicious, lucid, 
orderly; (n) logic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unintelligible, imaginative, 

confused, irrational, unreasonable, 
random, disorganized, intuitive, 
incomprehensible, haphazard, 
disorderly 

loneliness: (n) desolation, aloneness, 
isolation, solitariness, lonesomeness, 
bleakness, forlornness, desolateness, 
temperament, unhappiness; (adj, n) 
solitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inclusion, cheerfulness, hopefulness 

lonely: (adj) deserted, lone, dreary, 
solitary, forsaken, desert; (adj, n) 
isolated, alone; (adv) lonesomely, 
solely, solitarily. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sheltered, populous, cheerful, 
nearby; (n) foe 

longing: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (adj) 
eager, wistful, nostalgic; (n) 
nostalgia, wish, hankering, urge, 
appetite; (adj, n) yearning. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, 
disinclination; (adj) satisfied, 
unconcerned 

loose: (adj, v) lax, dissolute; (adj, n) 
limp, liberal, licentious; (adj) light, 
vague; (v) disengage, relax, release, 
liberate. ANTONYMS: (adj) dense, 
close, taut, compressed, strict, 
compact, wedged, secure, strong, 
similar; (v) confine 

loquacious: (adj) talkative, chatty, 
gabby, wordy, verbose, talky, glib, 
voluble, linguacious, expansive, 
gossipy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
taciturn, reticent 

losing: (v) lose; (n) loss; (adv) 
losingly, behind; (adj) unbeneficial. 
ANTONYM: (adj) lucrative 

loud: (adj) flashy, garish, gaudy, 
blatant, brassy, boisterous, high, 
jazzy, brazen, piercing; (adj, adv) 
forte. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, 
gentle, quiet, subtle, subdued, low, 
muted, weak, tranquil, thin; (adv) 
softly 

loudly: (adv) vociferously, noisily, 
loud, clamorously, showily, 
strongly, flamboyantly, 
obstreperously, luridly, 
boisterously; (adj, adv) forte. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, thinly, 
silently, piano, pleasantly 

lounge: (n, v) loiter; (v) loll, loaf, 
recline, rest, dawdle, laze; (n) couch, 
saunter, divan, sofa. ANTONYM: 
(v) stand 

lovable: (adj) delightful, charming, 
likable, engaging, sweet, taking, 
adorable, friendly, kindly, 
delectable, lovely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) horrible, unappealing, 
unlovable, detestable, despicable 
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lover: (n) dear, darling, fan, devotee, 
beau, buff, love, admirer, beloved, 
amorist, man 

loving: (adj) fond, devoted, amorous, 
kind, friendly, ardent, attached, 
admiring, gentle, fatherly; (adj, v) 
tender. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
uncaring, malicious, cruel, unloving, 
rough, paternal, indifferent, distant, 
disapproving, callous 

lovingly: (adv) fondly, affectionately, 
tenderly, kindly, warmly, caringly, 
amorously, passionately, devotedly, 
romantically, dotingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coldly, 
disgustedly, distastefully, 
disapprovingly 

low-down: (adj) contemptible, 
shabby, sordid, squalid, wretched, 
ugly, lurid, paltry, unjust, wicked; 
(n) direction 

loyal: (adj, v) firm; (adj, n) 
unwavering, true, accurate; (adj) 
fast, steady, constant, reliable, 
devoted, dependable, obedient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disloyal, 
unfaithful, unreliable, disobedient, 
inconstant, treacherous, 
uncommitted, unpatriotic, 
unhelpful, fickle 

loyalty: (n) allegiance, faith, honesty, 
devotion, fealty, faithfulness, 
dedication, integrity, commitment, 
attachment; (adj, n) fidelity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfaithfulness, 
disobedience, infidelity, treachery, 
impoliteness, deceit, indifference, 
doubt, dishonesty, unreliability 

luck: (n) fortune, fate, accident, 
destiny, hazard, lot, advantage, 
providence, portion, happiness; (n, 
v) chance. ANTONYM: (n) design 

luckless: (adj) unlucky, unfortunate, 
doomed, unhappy, untoward, 
fortuneless, ill-fated, disastrous, 
unsuccessful, infelicitous, wretched. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fortunate, 
successful 

luggage: (n) baggage, bag, gear, grip, 
thing, goods, stuff, things, trunk, 
suitcase, pack 

lugubrious: (adj) dismal, gloomy, 
doleful, dark, funereal, melancholy, 
grievous, somber, dolorous, 
plaintive, miserable. ANTONYM: 
(adj) cheerful 

lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 
ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 
gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty 

luminous: (adj) glowing, brilliant, 
lustrous, lucent, sunny, lambent, 
radiant, light, aglow; (adj, n) lucid, 
clear. ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, 
obscure 

lungs: (v) air pump, air blower, 
ventilator, punkah; (n) blowpipe, 
organ 

lurking: (n) ambush; (adj) snaky, 
backstair, backstairs, clandestine, 
concealed, dormant, latent, 
potential, skulking, sneaky 

lustre: (n) brilliance, gloss, brilliancy, 
grandeur, splendour, effulgence, 
splendor, shininess, shine, sheen, 
brightness 

luxury: (n) comfort, luxuriousness, 
extravagance, opulence, wealth; 
(adj, n) delicacy, gratification, 
elegance; (adj) luxurious, deluxe, 
indulgence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
paucity, necessity, poverty, filth, 
discomfort, bareness, shabbiness; 
(adj) basic, inferior, cheap, Spartan 

maddened: (adj) angry, furious, 
deranged, angered, enraged, 
moonstruck, fierce, upset, 
aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic 

madeira: (n) malmsey, Madeira river 
madly: (adv) insanely, furiously, 

sorely, frantically, wildly, devilishly, 
deadly, dementedly, foolishly, 
distractedly; (adj, adv) rabidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
calmly, sanely, carefully; (adj) 
slightly 

madman: (n) bedlamite, maniac, 
crazy, loony, nut, madcap, looney, 
loco, sufferer, raver, nutcase 

madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 
idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 
furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
calmness, order 

magisterial: (adj) haughty, 
domineering, imperious, dictatorial, 
authoritative, authoritarian, lordly, 
peremptory, dogmatic, arbitrary, 
bossy 

magistrate: (n) judge, jurist, 
justiciary, adjudicator, beak, official, 
provost, recorder, archon, doge, 
chancellor 

magistrates: (n) bench, courts, judges 
magnate: (n) tycoon, mogul, baron, 

celebrity, bigwig, power, business 
leader, big businessman, nobleman, 
personage, prince 

magnetism: (n) attraction, charisma, 
charm, allure, magnetics, appeal, 
glamour, magic, magnet, pull; (adj) 
gravity. ANTONYMS: (n) 

repulsiveness, ugliness 
magnificently: (adv) beautifully, 

grandly, superbly, gloriously, 
majestically, gorgeously, 
sumptuously, marvelously, 
wonderfully, fantastically, showily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) poorly, 
modestly, badly, abysmally, simply, 
meagerly, incompetently 

magpies: (n) geophagy, em, 
geophagia, genus pica 

maid: (n) damsel, chambermaid, lass, 
lassie, girl, domestic, amah, virgin, 
maiden, housemaid, handmaid 

maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 
damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; 
(adj) first, initiatory, unmarried 

mail: (n, v) armor, shield; (v) send, 
get off, remit, habergeon; (n) 
hauberk, coat of mail, chain mail, 
mailing; (adj) postal. ANTONYM: 
(v) keep 

maine: (n) pine tree state 
mainspring: (n) motive, spring, 

primum mobile, reason, ground, 
inducement, coil, grounds, 
incitement, keystone, fountain 

makings: (n) expertise, degree, 
proficiency, competence, 
component, constituent, eligibility, 
skill 

malignant: (adj) malevolent, 
malicious, evil, malefic, fatal, 
spiteful, virulent, sinister, 
mischievous, pernicious, venomous 

managing: (n) management, 
administration, control, conduct, 
handling, conducting, treatment; 
(adj) administrative, managerial, 
executive, sparing 

mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; 
(adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, 
disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, 
damaged, blasted 

mania: (n) passion, craze, delirium, 
fad, fury, enthusiasm, rage, 
obsession; (adj, n) insanity, lunacy, 
madness 

maniac: (n) madman, bedlamite, 
madcap, freak, fanatic, nut, looney, 
bigot, madwoman; (adj) loco, 
maniacal 

manifest: (adj) evident, distinct, 
conspicuous, clear, patent, plain; (v) 
display, demonstrate, exhibit, 
evidence; (n, v) declare. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hide; (adj) hidden, 
obscure, secret, inconspicuous, 
veiled, furtive, avoidable, 
ambiguous; (adv) absent 

manifestation: (n) appearance, 
indication, exhibition, expression, 



The Good Soldier 264

display, demonstration, sign, 
incarnation, advent, show, 
revelation 

manners: (n) conduct, etiquette, 
propriety, behavior, deportment, 
manner, courtesy, custom, decorum, 
good manners, usage. ANTONYM: 
(n) vulgarity 

manor: (n) land, mansion, manor 
house, castle, hall, residence, estate, 
seigniory, demesne, manse, 
dominion 

mansion: (n) house, manor, 
residence, castle, home, manor 
house, hall, building, palace, villa, 
abode. ANTONYMS: (n) hovel, 
shack, hut 

mantelpiece: (n) chimneypiece, 
mantlepiece, shelf, chimneybreast, 
blanket, cape, sill, clavy, curtain, 
drape, drapery 

manufacture: (v) construct, frame, 
fabricate, produce, build, contrive, 
invent; (n) formation, construction, 
production, fabrication. 
ANTONYMS: (v) consume, destroy 

manuscript: (n, v) writing; (n) book, 
handwriting, record, copy, text, 
document, Ms, holograph, 
transcript, palimpsest 

marble: (n) taw, marver, leopard, 
heart of stone, granite, cheetah, 
marbling; (adj, n) stone; (v) foolscap; 
(adj) flint, quartz 

mare: (n) Maria, Money makes the 
mare go, broodmare, doe, hen, bitch, 
horse, region, part, jennet, roe 

marionette: (n) puppet, figurine, 
fantoccini, aglet, mammet, manikin, 
tool, waxwork, dummy, bust, 
creature 

markedly: (adv) particularly, 
obviously, remarkably, clearly, 
considerably, distinctly, plainly, 
evidently, appreciably, patently; 
(adj, adv) noticeably. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) invisibly, slightly, moderately, 
vaguely, typically 

marker: (n) brand, mark, label, token, 
bookmark, bookmarker, earmark, 
signpost, sign, pointer, milestone 

marketing: (n) commerce, 
merchandising, selling, 
capitalisation, capitalization, 
distribution, sales, shopping, sell, 
merchandise, trade 

marriageable: (adj) nubile, mature, 
viripotent, eligible, marriable, 
maturer, full-grown 

marriages: (n) marriage, matrimony 
marry: (n, v) wed, espouse; (v) get 

married, link, conjoin, wive, splice, 

tie, unite, couple; (n) marriage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divorce, separate, 
split 

marrying: (adj) married 
marseilles: (n) Marseille 
marvellous: (adj) fantastic, 

extraordinary, terrific, tremendous, 
wondrous, marvelous, wonderful, 
tall, miraculous, improbable, 
thumping 

masculine: (adj, v) male, not female; 
(adj) manly, manlike, virile, 
mannish, mankind, bold, manful; 
(n) gender, he. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
female, neuter 

masters: (n) Edgar lee Masters 
mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 

command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority, 
mastership, supremacy, ascendance 

mated: (adj) uniform, married, 
complementary, alike. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unmated 

maternal: (adj) parental, paternal, 
parent, motherlike, mother, loving, 
enatic, agnatic, ancestral, enate, 
fraternal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
paternal, filial 

mathematically: (adv) arithmetically, 
scientifically, punctually, 
algebraically, algebraicly 

mathematics: (n) arithmetic, maths, 
science, mathesis, calculation, 
applied mathematics, sums, applied 
math, liberal arts 

matrimonial: (adj) marital, conjugal, 
married, bridal, nuptial, spousal, 
wedded, marriage, wedding, 
hymeneal, household. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unmarried, divorced, public 

matrimony: (n) wedding, union, 
marriage ceremony, nuptials, 
endogamy, bigamy, intermixture, 
alloyage, exogamy, intermarriage; 
(n, v) wedlock 

matron: (n) lady, head nurse, dame, 
housewife, dowager, woman, wife, 
Donna Belle, matriarch, married 
woman; (v) matronhood. 
ANTONYM: (n) patron 

mature: (adj, v) ripe, ripen; (v) 
develop, age, mellow, season; (adj) 
complete, old, experienced, adult, 
perfect. ANTONYMS: (adj) childish, 
naive, young, unripe, sophomoric, 
unfledged, green, unclear, 
irresponsible, incomplete; (v) 
growing 

maundering: (adj) incoherent, prolix, 
spun out, protracted, prosing 

maze: (n) tangle, snarl, web, jungle, 
muddle, confusion, complication; 

(v) eel; (adj) delicacy, knot, 
awkwardness 

meals: (n) nourishment, fare, food, 
meal, the food we eat, provisions 

measuring: (n) measure, 
mensuration, scaling, surveying, 
hydrometry, actinometry, 
gravimetry, densitometry, 
calorimetry, bathymetry, 
audiometry 

medal: (n) decoration, award, prize, 
honour, medallion, title, honor, 
laurel wreath, laurels, palm, insignia 

medicine: (n) drug, medication, 
medicament, therapy, physic, 
treatment, remedy, cathartic, 
medical science, preparation; (v) 
medicate 

medieval: (adj) mediaeval, archaic, 
chivalric, classic, knightly, ancestral, 
nonmodern, gallant, past, chivalrous 

mediterranean: (adj) midland, 
equatorial; (n) Azores, canaries, 
Mediterranean Sea 

megalomania: (n) delusions of 
grandeur, egoism 

melodrama: (n) excitement, 
melodrame, soap opera, romance 

melt: (v) dissolve, deliquesce, vanish, 
coalesce, relent, meld, fade, defrost; 
(adj, v) run, liquefy; (n, v) thaw. 
ANTONYMS: (v) freeze, solidify, 
cool, set 

melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 
dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, 
touched, limpid, sorry, flowing 

memorial: (n) commemoration, 
remembrance, memento, cenotaph, 
headstone, monument, epitaph, 
memo, memory; (adj) 
commemorative; (n, v) record 

memories: (n) recollections, 
reminiscences, nostalgia, memento 
Mori 

menace: (n) threat, danger; (n, v) 
hazard, risk, peril; (v) endanger, 
imperil, intimidate, jeopardize, 
threaten, bully. ANTONYMS: (v) 
help, protect, guard; (n) pleasure 

mentally: (adv) spiritually, 
psychologically, rationally, ideally, 
innerly, psychically, lunatically, 
subjectively, madly, spiritual, 
inwardly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
emotionally, physically 

merciful: (adj) humane, gracious, 
lenient, compassionate, kind, 
clement, benign, kindly, gentle, 
beneficent, forgiving. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pitiless, merciless, unforgiving, 
spiteful, harsh, impatient, severe, 
hardhearted 
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merciless: (adj) brutal, pitiless, 
unmerciful, remorseless, heartless, 
implacable, inhuman, hard, grim, 
barbarous, unfeeling. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) charitable, kind, humane, soft, 
caring, tolerant 

mercilessly: (adv) remorselessly, 
heartlessly, unmercifully, ruthlessly, 
unfeelingly, cruelly, relentlessly, 
brutally, callously, unrelentingly, 
unkindly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
humanely, mercifully 

mere: (adj, n) entire; (adj) bare, 
simple, pure; (n) loch, tarn, 
boundary, absolute; (n, v) 
downright; (adv) merely; (adj, v) 
clear 

mess: (n) jumble, clutter, 
hodgepodge, jam, difficulty, 
confusion, disorder, chaos; (v) soil, 
botch; (adj, n) scrape. ANTONYMS: 
(n) success, space, neatness, ease 

messages: (n) correspondence, 
communication, post, letters 

methodical: (adj) methodic, formal, 
systematic, regular, organized, 
businesslike, neat, precise, exact, 
correct, meticulous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careless, illogical, chaotic, 
aimless, thoughtless, haphazard, 
unprofessional, disorderly, 
unscientific, inconsistent 

meticulously: (adv) precisely, 
scrupulously, thoroughly, exactly, 
accurately, strictly, painstakingly, 
punctiliously, fastidiously, 
meticulous, rigorously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hastily, 
inaccurately, negligently, randomly 

midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 
between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
waist 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 
bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 
manner, aspect, air 

mightily: (adv) powerfully, 
vigorously, strongly, greatly, 
potently, fiercely, sturdily, violently, 
robustly, puissantly, vastly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) weakly, slightly 

mighty: (adj) immense, huge, grand, 
intense, high, big, forcible, strong, 
large, great; (adj, adv) powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, tiny, 
weak, insignificant 

mild: (adj, n) kindly, gracious; (adj) 
easy, lenient, benign, docile, 
humble, clement, sweet, balmy, 
delicate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
extreme, pungent, spicy, sharp, 

severe, scathing, incisive, hot, 
powerful, great, passionate 

millionaire: (n) nabob, millionnaire, 
wealthy person, rich person, 
plutocrat, millionairess, Croesus, 
Timon of Athens, affluent, dives, 
man of means 

millions: (n) billions, jillions, trillions, 
large indefinite amount, zillions, 
myriad, large indefinite quantity 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial 

miniature: (adj) tiny, diminutive, 
slight, wee, small, minute, midget, 
dwarf, teeny; (adj, n) model; (n) toy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) large, enormous, 
giant, gigantic, big 

minuet: (n) waltz, polka, ballroom 
dance, ballroom dancing 

minutely: (adv) precisely, in detail, 
closely, tinily, smally, 
insignificantly, infinitesimally, 
diminutively, nicely, exactly, 
microscopically 

miracle: (adj, n) wonder, prodigy; (n) 
phenomenon, mystery, 
wonderwork, surprise, sensation, 
event, theurgy, astonishment, 
amazement 

miraculously: (adv) astoundingly, 
marvelously, strangely, remarkably, 
stupendously, supernaturally, 
astonishingly, staggeringly, 
wondrously, startlingly, 
phenomenally 

miscarriage: (n, v) failure; (n) flop, 
fiasco, spontaneous abortion, defeat, 
disappointment, failing, balk, 
frustration; (v) fail, fault 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, 
disadvantage, devilry, caper, 
devilment, maleficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) obedience, 
beneficence, help 

miserable: (adj, v) forlorn, wretched, 
unhappy; (adj) mean, low, abject, 
deplorable, downcast, bad, desolate; 
(adj, adv) meager. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, generous, cheerful, 
cheery, bright, fortunate, hopeful, 
jubilant, luxurious, overjoyed, 
heavenly 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
grievously, woefully; (adj) 
miserable. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, hopefully, brightly, 

affluently, enthusiastically, 
fortunately, profusely, contentedly 

misery: (adj, n) grief; (n, v) distress; 
(n) affliction, agony, anguish, woe, 
hardship, evil, ill, infelicity, 
suffering. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
ecstasy, cheerfulness, fun, 
hopefulness, peace, contentment, 
pleasure, wealth, sport, cheer 

misled: (adj) fooled, undirected, false, 
bewildered, confused, erroneous, 
mistaken, misleading, misdirected, 
led astray, incorrect 

mismanagement: (n) 
maladministration, error, 
malpractice, miscarriage, 
management, misbehavior, 
delinquency, abuse, misdemeanor, 
misgovernment, bad behavior 

missing: (adj) absent, wanting, gone, 
deficient, away, nonexistent, 
misplaced, vanished; (v) lost; (n) 
omission; (adv) missingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) found, real 

mistaken: (adj) wrong, erroneous, 
false, misguided, inaccurate, 
fallacious, untrue, misleading, 
confused, improper, error. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accurate, wise, 
right 

mistakenly: (adv) incorrectly, 
wrongly, falsely, wrong, 
inaccurately, untruely, fallaciously, 
misguidedly, faultily, amiss, 
foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
rightly, accurately, deliberately 

mistaking: (n) misunderstanding, 
mistake, imbroglio, 
misinterpretation, misconstruction, 
misapprehension, misconstrual, 
interpretation, misreading; (adj) 
mistaken, misleading 

mistiness: (n) cloudiness, murkiness, 
fogginess, muddiness, nebulosity, 
haze, nebulousness, dimness, 
darkness, vagueness, blurriness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, clarity 

mistral: (n) harmattan, bise, norther, 
tramontane, wind, trade wind, 
sirocco, monsoon, gale, Boreas, 
levanter 

mistress: (n) dame, concubine, 
madame, inamorata, lady, lover, 
fancy woman, doxy, girl, kept 
woman, missis 

misty: (adj) hazy, foggy, cloudy, 
brumous, dim, indistinct, nebulous, 
fuzzy, dark, dull, blurred. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct 

mixed: (adj) miscellaneous, 
composite, assorted, heterogeneous, 
medley, integrated, impure, 
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amalgamated, motley, diverse; (adj, 
v) mingled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
homogeneous, pure, insular, 
uniform, limited 

mixing: (n) mix, commixture, 
admixture, mixed, compounding, 
combination, amalgamation, 
mixture, mingling, hybrid, 
intermixture 

mixture: (n) mix, alloy, concoction, 
hodgepodge, blend, jumble, medley, 
assortment, miscellany, 
combination, commixture. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agitation, 
uniformity, likeness 

mockery: (n) gibe, jeer, irony, farce, 
charade, derision, parody, mock, 
scorn, imitation, burlesque. 
ANTONYM: (n) approval 

mockingly: (adv) jeeringly, 
sneeringly, ironically, derisorily, 
scornfully, sarcastically, satirically, 
mockly, scoffingly, sardonically, 
gibingly 

mode: (n) means, method, form, way, 
style, custom, condition, guise; (n, v) 
manner, fashion, wise 

moderate: (adj, v) temperate, calm; 
(adj) abstemious, mild, middling; (v) 
mitigate, lessen, allay, diminish, 
curb; (adv, v) check. ANTONYMS: 
(v) increase, intensify; (adj) 
immoderate, radical, unrestrained, 
speculative, strong, unreasonable, 
great, intemperate, massive 

modest: (adj) humble, lowly, 
moderate, gentle, low, meek, chaste, 
decent, unassuming; (adj, n) bashful, 
diffident. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pretentious, arrogant, spectacular, 
conceited, showy, proud, pompous, 
elaborate, grand, conspicuous, 
ostentatious 

modesty: (n) reserve, bashfulness, 
humility, diffidence, humbleness, 
demureness, coyness, gentleness, 
continence; (adj, n) decency, 
honesty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
arrogance, immodesty, spectacle, 
flamboyance, abandon, 
bigheadedness, pretension, 
decadence, boldness 

modified: (adj) limited, qualified, 
altered, adapted, mediocre, 
conditional, circumscribed, variant; 
(v) varied. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unmodified 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 
transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 

long 
momentum: (n) impetus, impulse, 

force, drive, pace, thrust, impulsion, 
velocity, speed, propulsion, 
moment. ANTONYM: (n) retreat 

monarchical: (adj) monarchal, royal, 
monarchial, kingly, sovereign, 
grand, regal, noble, majestic, 
magnanimous, kinglike 

monster: (n) beast, fiend, devil, freak, 
brute, demon, ogre, leviathan, 
behemoth, monstrosity; (adj) huge 

monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, 
heinous, monster, immense, 
gigantic, grievous, ugly, flagitious, 
dreadful; (adj, v) grotesque. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, minute, 
beautiful, good, small, lovely, 
attractive 

monstrously: (adv) grotesquely, 
enormously, hideously, horridly, 
stupendously, inordinately, 
exorbitantly, monumentally, 
prodigiously; (adj, adv) 
preposterously, immoderately 

monte: (n) lotto, poker, reversis, nap, 
squeezers, old maid, card game, 
cards, fright 

monument: (n) headstone, cenotaph, 
tombstone, tablet, shrine, slab, 
gravestone, landmark, statue; (adj, 
n) column; (n, v) record 

moon: (adj) lunar; (n) month, 
moonshine, satellite, moonlight, 
luck, lunar month, GHURRY, epoch, 
orb of night; (v) daydream 

moonlit: (adj) moony, dreamy, 
bright. ANTONYM: (adj) moonless 

moral: (n) lesson, meaning; (adj) 
good, decent, right, honest, virtuous, 
proper, chaste, upright, righteous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bad, 
unwholesome, unethical, amoral, 
decadent, wrong, unjust, sinful, 
irreverent, dishonorable, degenerate 

morality: (n) ethics, goodness, virtue, 
honesty, decency, integrity, 
righteousness, chastity, behavior, 
moral philosophy, rectitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) immorality, 
decadence, wickedness, indecency 

morals: (n) ethics, moral, light, 
hedonism, ethical motive, 
conscience, motivation, motive, 
need, behavior, moral philosophy 

morbid: (adj) diseased, gruesome, 
macabre, corrupt, pathologic, 
unwholesome, peccant, sick, 
unhealthy, pathological; (adj, v) 
sickly 

morose: (adj) grim, dismal, glum, 
dark, moody, grumpy, dour, 

depressed, sullen, blue, dejected. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, cheery, 
stable 

morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 
solar day, day 

mortgage: (n, v) pledge; (v) pawn, 
impawn, hypothecate; (n) gage, 
hypothecation, lien, plight, 
warranty, debenture, credit 

mortified: (adj) humiliated, 
embarrassed, abashed, gangrenous, 
sheepish, chagrined, feeling shame, 
feeling guilty, guilty, hangdog, 
humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabashed 

mortifying: (adj) embarrassing, 
demeaning, humbling, undignified, 
off, awkward, unpleasant; (v) 
annoying, aggravating, irritating, 
stinging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
dignified 

mortuary: (n) crematorium, dead 
room, crematory, undertaker, 
cadaver storage, mute, funeral 
parlor, funeral home, funeral 
parlour; (adj) sepulchral, ghastly 

mosaic: (n) tesserae, strigae, air photo 
mosaic, tessellation, medley; (adj) 
tessellated, heterogeneous, complex, 
variegated; (v) plaid, tesselated 

motif: (n) design, idea, reason, theme, 
subject, pattern, motive, figure, 
melodic theme, inducement, 
thought 

motionless: (adj) inactive, inert, 
immobile, stationary, fixed, 
unmoving, quiescent, dead, torpid; 
(adj, adv) calm, at rest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, active, 
alive, flowing 

motive: (n, v) cause; (n) account, 
incentive, impulse, inducement, 
motif, motivation, incitement, 
reason, subject; (v) aim. 
ANTONYM: (n) disincentive 

motored: (adj) motorised, bimotored, 
mechanised, mechanized 

mountains: (n) plenty, mountain 
range, mountain chain 

mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, 
dark, pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, 
memorial, sorrowfulness, sadness, 
sorrow; (adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

mouse: (v) sneak, creep, steal, snoop, 
seek; (n) track, hunt, field mouse, 
fieldmouse, trace; (adj) small fry 
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moustache: (adj, n) hair; (n) 
mustache, mustachio, mastax, 
whiskers; (adj) whisker, mane, 
brush, tress, ringlet, shag 

muslin: (v) linen, cloth; (n) 
mousseline, organdy, cambric, 
crash, fabric, nainsook, organdie 

mutter: (n, v) mumble, grumble, 
whisper; (v) growl, maunder, 
grouch, snarl, croak; (n) 
murmuration, grumbling, complaint 

muttered: (adj) garbled, incoherent, 
broken, inarticulate 

muttering: (n) grumbling, mutter, 
murmuring, grumble, murmuration, 
murmur vowel, complaint, heart 
murmur, cardiac murmur; (adj) 
mumbling, faint 

muzzle: (n) mouth, gunpoint, nose, 
lip, gullet, nozzle, bit; (v) muffle, 
silence, hush, curb 

mysterious: (adj) inscrutable, 
incomprehensible, deep, eerie, 
inexplicable, obscure, abstruse, dark, 
cryptic, secret, arcane. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) known, apparent, normal, 
open, explicable, facile, obvious, 
simple, legible, familiar, transparent 

mysteriously: (adv) enigmatically, 
strangely, obscurely, secretly, 
uncannily, mystically, darkly, 
puzzlingly, weirdly, abstrusely, 
occultly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
normally 

mystery: (n) arcanum, enigma, 
mysteriousness, secrecy, puzzle, 
craft, perplexity, poser, 
inscrutability, whodunit; (adj, n) 
secret. ANTONYMS: (n) 
explanation, openness 

mystic: (adj, v) secret, recondite; (adj) 
mysterious, occult, cryptical, cryptic, 
esoteric, inscrutable, weird, magical; 
(adj, n) psychic 

nave: (adj) naive, credulous, 
immature, artless, gullible, 
inexperienced, jejune; (n) fall guy 

navely: (adv) naively, ingenuously, 
jejunely, credulously, artlessly 

naked: (adj, v) bare; (adj) nude, 
exposed, open, barren, raw, bleak, 
unclothed, defenseless, au naturel, 
defenceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
covered, concealed, hidden, dressed 

nakedness: (n) nudity, altogether, 
baldness, nude, nudeness, undress, 
birthday suit, openness, status, 
emptiness, frankness 

nancy: (n) Nanchang 
narration: (n) description, recital, 

narrative, explanation, history, tale, 
report, relation, story, recitation, 

rehearsal 
nasty: (adj) dirty, foul, filthy, 

disgusting, awful, mean, repulsive, 
raw, hurtful, coarse; (adj, n) 
obnoxious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
agreeable, pleasant, nice, charitable, 
lovely, delightful, friendly, tasty, 
charming, safe, respectful 

natal: (adj) native, natural, inherent, 
born, inborn, cognate, congential, 
nascent; (n) territory, city, 
metropolis 

native: (adj, n) aboriginal, natural; 
(adj) inherent, inborn, innate, 
congenital, inbred, indigenous, 
domestic; (n) autochthon, aborigine. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stranger, migrant, 
foreigner; (adj) foreign, learned, 
acquired, nonnative, overseas, 
adopted; (adj, n) immigrant, 
imported 

natives: (n) nation, populace, 
community, citizens, public 

natty: (adj) smart, spruce, jaunty, 
chic, stylish, dashing, trim, snappy, 
rakish, neat, elegant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) messy, unattractive, scruffy, 
respectful 

naughty: (adj) mischievous, impish, 
blue, improper, disobedient, 
insubordinate, wicked, evil, lewd, 
dark, unruly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
decent, behaved, obedient, clean 

nauseating: (adj) sickening, foul, 
offensive, loathsome, nasty, 
repulsive, vile, revolting, noisome, 
distasteful; (adj, v) nauseous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, appealing, 
pleasant, soothing 

nearest: (adj) proximate, immediate, 
close, near, next, adjoining, intimate, 
direct, adjacent; (adj, adv) nighest; 
(adv) fore. ANTONYM: (adj) distant 

neat: (adj) elegant, tidy, clear, natty, 
graceful, dainty, pretty, clever, pure, 
straight, nifty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
messy, scruffy, unkempt, clumsy, 
disordered, disorderly, diluted, 
large, lax, impulsive, loose 

nebulous: (adj) hazy, indistinct, dark, 
muddy, indefinite, vague, nebulose, 
dim, murky, formless, shapeless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, precise, 
definite 

necessitate: (v) constrain, enforce, 
entail, force, involve, call for, drive, 
imply, demand, need, take. 
ANTONYMS: (v) obviate, request 

necessities: (n) supplies, necessity, 
essential, wants, support, 
subsistence, requirement, bread 

necessity: (n) demand, need, lack, 

exigency, essential, compulsion, 
emergency, distress, must, 
constraint, necessary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inessential, treat, unimportance, 
luxury 

needing: (adj) lacking, short 
needle: (v) irritate, goad, sting, rile, 

gall, aggravate, nag; (n) injection, 
pointer, awl, plunger 

neglected: (adj) dilapidated, 
disregarded, ignored, deserted, 
derelict, forsaken, obsolete, 
antiquated, antique, shabby, 
unnoticed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
salubrious 

negligently: (adv) inattentively, 
neglectfully, carelessly, 
thoughtlessly, remissly, 
nonchalantly, slackly, recklessly, 
unmindfully, sloppily, unthinkingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) thoroughly, 
attentively, responsibly, seriously 

negligible: (adj) inconsequential, 
trifling, petty, marginal, paltry, 
minor, trivial, inappreciable, 
unimportant, slight, small. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) considerable, 
incalculable, important, crucial, 
major, extensive 

negro: (n) black, darky, blackamoor, 
nigger, Negroid, black person, 
darkie, coon, moke, lightlessness; 
(adj) dark 

neighbourhood: (n) neighborhood, 
adjacency, locality, near, nearness, 
proximity, place, community, street, 
vicinity, nearby 

nemesis: (n) avenger, jinx, enemy, 
ruin, curse, bane, retribution, poetic 
justice, rival, execration, undoing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) making, ally 

nephew: (n) aunt, grandnephew, 
brother's son, niece, cousin, uncle, 
kinsman 

nerve: (n) cheek, audacity, boldness, 
brass, impudence, heart, mettle, 
daring, courage, face, fortitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
timidity, reticence, respect 

nerves: (n) nervousness, jitters, 
jumpiness, jitteriness, restlessness, 
tension, strain, screaming meemies, 
apprehension, edginess, extreme 
nervousness. ANTONYM: (n) calm 

nervous: (adj) anxious, excitable, 
afraid, uneasy, shy, fearful, 
apprehensive, firm; (adj, v) tense; 
(adj, adv) cowardly, excited. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brave, relaxed, 
bold, composed, confident, fearless, 
untroubled, unflappable, still, 
unconcerned, carefree 
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nest: (n) den, lair, hole, burrow, 
home, beehive; (adj) brood, hive, 
litter; (adj, n) herd; (v) embed 

nicely: (adv) daintily, pleasantly, 
finely, deliciously, kindly, delicately, 
correctly, exactly, pleasingly, 
elegantly, skillfully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) badly, unattractively, 
inelegantly, cruelly 

niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's 
daughter, uncle, kinswoman 

nightly: (adv) every night, by night; 
(n) night; (adj) nocturnal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) daily 

nights: (adj) nightly; (n) night 
nineties: (n) decennary, decennium 
nirvana: (n) paradise, Eden, Elysium, 

Elysian Fields, forgetfulness, Garden 
of Eden, Kingdom of God, promised 
land; (adj) obliteration, 
extinguishment, extirpation 

nitrate: (n) nitrocellulose, nitre, 
calcium nitrate, cellulose nitrate, 
guncotton, ammonium nitrate, 
saltpetre, nitroglycerin, saltpeter, 
nitroglycerine 

noble: (adj, n) grand, glorious, 
patrician; (adj) imposing, 
impressive, elevated, majestic, 
generous, high; (adj, v) dignified, 
great. ANTONYMS: (adj) shameful, 
humble, dishonorable, lowly, 
lowborn, disgraceful, unimpressive, 
ignoble, modest, petty; (n) lady 

nodding: (adj) cernuous, drooping, 
dozy, dozing, somnolent, drugged, 
pendulous, drowsing, droopy, 
annuent, flagging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
awake 

noiselessly: (adv) silently, 
soundlessly, stilly, softly, mutely, 
delicately, wordlessly, gently, 
speechlessly; (adj, adv) stealthily; 
(adj) noiseless. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
heavily, audibly 

nonconformist: (n) dissenter, 
dissident, chapelgoer, protester, 
maverick, eccentric, heretic, 
individualist; (adj) nonconforming, 
unorthodox; (adj, n) sectarian. 
ANTONYM: (adj) orthodox 

nonsense: (n) bosh, absurdity, 
humbug, balderdash, foolishness, 
drivel, folderol, baloney, falderal, 
jargon, claptrap. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sense, wisdom, substance, fact 

nonsensical: (adj) meaningless, 
absurd, ludicrous, irrational, foolish, 
pointless, ridiculous, silly, 
preposterous, farcical, insensate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
worthwhile 

nostrils: (n) naris, nose 
novel: (adj) fresh, curious, modern, 

unprecedented, different, original, 
newfangled, recent, strange; (n) 
fiction, romance. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
traditional, hackneyed, stale, 
unoriginal, familiar 

novelist: (n) author, Balzac, lewis; (v) 
biographer, fabulist; (adj) Balzacian, 
Hugoesque, Goethean 

nuisance: (adj, n) annoyance; (n) 
harassment, irritation, pain, pest, 
hassle, inconvenience, mischief, 
irritant, plague, pain in the neck. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, help, 
delight, blessing, balm, advantage, 
satisfaction, ease 

numb: (adj) benumbed, dead, asleep, 
torpid, insensible, deadened, 
callous, impassive; (adj, v) dull; (v) 
benumb, deaden. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) responsive, conscious; (v) 
sensitize 

numbed: (adj) deadened, benumbed, 
stupefied, insensate, stiff, made 
torpid, insensitive, dulled, dead, 
blunted, cold 

nurse: (n, v) nourish, nurture; (v) 
look after, entertain, attend, cherish, 
lactate, harbor, foster, cultivate, 
cradle 

nursing: (n) attention, tending, care, 
breast feeding, treatment, nurture, 
suckling, nurse, feeding, treat, 
rearing 

oaks: (n) beech family, Castanopsis, 
Nothofagus, Lithocarpus, genus 
Quercus, Genera Castanea, family 
Fagaceae, Fagus, Fagaceae, 
chestnuts 

oats: (n) Avena, grain, millet, cereal, 
cereal grass, common oats, genus 
Avena, Haver, holder, maize, 
buckwheat 

obedient: (adj) submissive, 
compliant, good, conformable, tame, 
acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, 
amenable, subservient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defiant, 
assertive, rebellious, crooked, 
intractable, naughty, wild, resistant 

obese: (adj) corpulent, gross, fleshy, 
heavy, stout, weighty, chubby, 
plump, overweight, fertile; (adj, 
adv) portly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
slim, thin, underweight, skinny 

obey: (v) comply, listen, keep, fulfill, 
hear, conform, abide by, serve, 
comply with; (n, v) mind, heed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, defy, 
break, transgress, infringe, 
challenge, deny 

objection: (n) dissent, complaint, 
grievance, exception, gripe, 
disagreement, outcry, difficulty, 
expostulation, disapproval, 
criticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
approval, agreement, praise, 
acceptance 

obliged: (adj) grateful, thankful, 
appreciative, forced, accountable, 
compelled; (adj, v) bound, under 
obligation; (adj, prep) indebted; (v) 
oblige, binding. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful 

obliging: (adj, v) complaisant, 
courteous; (adj) amiable, affable, 
gentle, kind, good, benign, pleasant, 
gracious, compliant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) uncooperative, unkind, 
contrary, reticent 

oblivion: (n) limbo, Lethe, void, 
absolution, forgiveness, 
obliviousness, silence, remission, 
pardon; (n, v) amnesty; (adj) 
nonbeing. ANTONYMS: (n) 
consciousness, fame 

observation: (adj, n) observance; (n) 
remark, comment, attention, 
contemplation, perception, 
conception; (n, v) inspection, notice, 
note, consideration. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disregard, omission, neglect 

observe: (n, v) comment, notice, note; 
(v) commemorate, mind, guard, 
mention, mark, see, discover; (int, v) 
look. ANTONYMS: (v) feel, 
disregard, break, overlook, disobey, 
disrespect, Miss, violate 

observing: (adj) observant, mindful, 
watchful, commemorative, 
conscious, observative, perceptive, 
thoughtful; (n) investigation 

obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, 
firmness, bullheadedness, 
determination, contumacy, 
mulishness, impenitence, resolve, 
resoluteness, impenitency, 
pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cooperation, compliance 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle 

obtrusive: (adj) blatant, conspicuous, 
officious, impudent, intrusive, 
pushy, saucy, prominent, forward, 
protrusive, rude. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unobtrusive, helpful 
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occasional: (adj) accidental, irregular, 
incidental, infrequent, episodic, 
intermittent, fortuitous, 
adventitious, contingent, rare, odd. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frequent, 
recurrent, addicted, regular, 
common, continuous 

occupation: (n) occupancy, business, 
craft, calling, job, place, vocation, 
career, function, line; (n, v) affair. 
ANTONYM: (n) surrender 

occupied: (adj) busy, engaged, 
employed, diligent, active, 
absorbed, engrossed, working, 
industrious, affianced, betrothed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) empty, vacant, 
uninhabited, available, free, idle, 
liberated, unoccupied 

occupy: (v) have, engross, get, 
invade, employ, possess, inhabit, 
absorb; (n, v) engage, entertain; (adj, 
v) fill. ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, 
bore, quit, surrender, vacate, desert, 
remove 

ocean: (n) deep, brine, salt water, 
main, waves, watery waste, 
multitude, lot; (adj) oceanic, many, 
marine 

oddly: (adv) curiously, peculiarly, 
strangely, funnily, queerly, 
unusually, grotesquely, 
extraordinarily, uncommonly, 
singularly, weirdly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) ordinarily, typically, sensibly, 
harmoniously 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice 

odorous: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, 
aromatic, balmy, scented, sweet, 
redolent, perfumed, odorant, 
malodorous, fragrance. ANTONYM: 
(adj) smelly 

offended: (adj) angry, affronted, 
aggrieved, pained, wronged, 
annoyed, insulted, shocked, vexed, 
resentful, injured. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, proud, 
unconcerned 

offhand: (adj, adv) impromptu, 
extemporaneous, extempore; (adj) 
casual, extemporary, careless, 
cavalier, nonchalant, brusque, 
abrupt, improvised. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) careful, considerate, warm, 
serious, civil, cautious, 
conscientious, concerned, caring, 
intended, prepared 

oiled: (adj) intoxicated, oily. 

ANTONYM: (adj) unoiled 
oiling: (n) lubrication, application 
oily: (adj, v) bland, soapy; (adj) fatty, 

fat, oleaginous, unctuous, slick, 
buttery; (adv) unctuously, smoothly, 
oleaginously. ANTONYM: (adj) lean 

old-fashioned: (adj) obsolete, 
antiquated, archaic, outmoded, 
outdated, ancient, old, musty, corny, 
behind the times, superannuated 

olive: (n) Olea europaea, European 
olive tree, wood, olive tree, olive 
green, chromatic color, chromatic 
colour, drupe; (adj) green, glaucous, 
chromatic 

ominous: (adj) baleful, inauspicious, 
ill, menacing, threatening, black, 
sinister, minatory, unlucky, 
forbidding, minacious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) promising, 
auspicious, reassuring, bright, lucky, 
wonderful 

omitting: (v) except; (n) disregard, 
contraction; (adj) omissive 

omnipotent: (adj) almighty, supreme, 
powerful, multipotent, divine, 
extreme, great, irresistible, mighty, 
predominant; (n) God. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, powerless 

onwards: (adv) onward, ahead, 
forward, forwards, forrader, forth, 
before, frontward, frontwards, in 
anticipation; (adj) beyond 

oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, 
ladened, loaded 

oppression: (n, v) hardship, 
grievance; (n) injustice, despotism, 
weight, stress, doldrums; (adj, n) 
abuse, tyranny, dictatorship, 
autocracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
democracy, ease, freedom, liberty 

optimistic: (adj) upbeat, positive, 
affirmative, bright, hopeful, rosy, 
lighthearted, sanguine, happy, 
carefree, confident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) negative, disheartened, 
gloomy, unpromising, sad, realistic, 
melancholy, down, doubtful, 
cynical, anxious 

orange: (n) orangeness, orange tree, 
Methyl orange, bergamot, red and 
yellow, lemon, marmalade orange, 
orange river; (adj, n) reddish yellow; 
(adj) amber, ocher 

oration: (n) discourse, harangue, 
lecture, speech, declamation, 
homily, tirade, say, recitation, 
oratory, language 

orchestra: (n) symphony, minstrelsy, 
seats, seating, parquet, pop group, 

ensemble, rock band, chamber 
orchestra, orchestre, orchester 

ordeal: (n) trial, suffering, experience, 
martyrdom, affliction, test, 
tribulation, misery, trouble, water-
ordeal, distress. ANTONYM: (n) 
pleasure 

orderly: (adj) neat, tidy, exact, 
regular, ordered, systematic, logical, 
coherent, businesslike; (adv) 
systematically; (n) attendant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unmanageable, 
rowdy, wild, disorganized, untidy, 
disorderly, confused, lawless, 
messy, defiant, haphazard 

organ: (n) instrument, member, limb, 
apparatus, harmonium, agency, 
part, mechanism, medium, means, 
journal 

origin: (n, v) lineage; (n) birth, 
beginning, descent, base, source, 
well, commencement, extraction, 
derivation, foundation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) demise, 
conclusion, culmination, effect 

orison: (n) invocation, intercession, 
supplication, benediction, request, 
rogation, communion, entreaty, 
commination, collect, blessing 

ornaments: (n) stuff, trim, 
ornamentation, equipments, dress, 
disposition, custom, curios, 
condition, clothing, gaudery 

ostensibly: (adv) seemingly, on the 
face of it, outwardly, evidently, 
prima facie, allegedly, supposedly, 
professedly, superficially, 
manifestly; (adj) doubtless. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) genuinely, 
truly, underneath, actually 

ostentation: (n) affectation, bravado, 
parade, showiness, flourish, vanity, 
pomp, splendor, bluster, state, 
show. ANTONYM: (n) 
unpretentiousness 

ostentatiously: (adv) pretentiously, 
pompously, flamboyantly, gaudily, 
haughtily, flashily, arrogantly, 
extravagantly, loudly, 
conspicuously, grandiosely. 
ANTONYM: (adv) humbly 

ostracism: (adj, n) banishment, 
exclusion; (n) deportation, 
expulsion, transportation, ejection, 
involuntary exile, riddance, 
expatriation; (adj) excommunication; 
(v) ostracize 

ounce: (n) crumb, modicum, atom, 
morsel, bit, Oz, apothecaries' ounce, 
shred, little, a few; (adj, n) grain 

outbreak: (n) explosion, eruption, 
onset, outburst, burst, mutiny, 
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attack, flood, rash, revolt, spate 
outburst: (n) explosion, spurt, 

eruption, fit, burst, flash, effusion, 
gush, ebullition, blast, rage 

outcry: (n, v) clamor, exclaim, call, 
shout, vociferation; (n) noise, 
exclamation, din, uproar, 
commotion, racket. ANTONYM: (n) 
acceptance 

outdone: (adj) beaten, vanquished, 
worsted, defeated; (v) outdo 

outfit: (n, v) dress, gear, garb, attire, 
apparel; (n) kit, costume, company, 
ensemble; (v) furnish, equip 

outhouse: (n) outbuilding, privy, 
jakes, barn, penthouse, bathroom, 
can, John, lav, lavatory 

outline: (adj, n, v) draft; (n, v) line, 
form, design, edge, abstract; (n) 
synopsis, contour, digest, figure; (v) 
draw. ANTONYMS: (n) exposition, 
light 

outlook: (n) aspect, hope, expectancy, 
view, angle, attitude; (n, v) 
expectation, lookout, prospect, 
anticipation, landscape. 
ANTONYMS: (n) past, rear 

outpouring: (n) outpour, effusion, 
flow, outflow, gush, jet, barrage, 
leakage, outburst, effluence, 
overflow 

outrage: (n, v) insult, affront, 
dishonor, anger; (v) offend, violate, 
desecrate; (adj, n, v) abuse; (n) 
atrocity, indignity, enormity 

outrageous: (adj) inordinate, 
atrocious, ridiculous, monstrous, 
offensive, gross, excessive, 
extravagant, absurd, 
unconscionable; (adj, v) furious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
reasonable, normal, credible, good, 
honorable, lovely, complimentary, 
appealing, commendable, admirable 

outstanding: (adj) eminent, due, 
conspicuous, great, owing, famous, 
distinguished, exceptional, 
noteworthy, excellent, prominent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) paid, inferior, 
abysmal, unexceptional, mediocre, 
settled, poor, insignificant, minor, 
usual, uninspired 

outstretched: (adj) extended, lengthy, 
flat, open, unfolded, stretched, 
broad, wiredrawn, wide, long 

outwards: (adj) out, over, with out; 
(adv) beyond, out of doors. 
ANTONYM: (adv) inward 

overbearing: (adj) dictatorial, 
domineering, arrogant, imperious, 
oppressive, despotic, authoritarian, 
supercilious, dogmatic, disdainful, 

lordly. ANTONYMS: (adj) meek, 
straightforward, modest, reasonable, 
subservient, weak 

overbearingness: (n) 
domineeringness, lordliness, 
haughtiness, arrogance 

overboard: (adj) exorbitant, rabid 
overcome: (v) crush, subdue, beat, 

vanquish, overpower, master, 
defeat, hurdle, get over, overwhelm; 
(adj) beaten. ANTONYMS: (v) fail, 
lose, comfort, protect, resist, 
surrender, capitulate; (adj) 
unimpressed 

overhead: (adv) aloft, on high, over, 
up, high up; (n) expense, ceiling, 
budget items, command processing 
overhead, operating cost; (adj) 
upper. ANTONYM: (adj) surface 

overmastering: (adj) deeply felt, 
deep, lowly, profound 

overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, 
outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, 
occult, outshine, becloud, shade; 
(adj) overcast 

overwhelming: (adj) devastating, 
irresistible, insurmountable, 
crushing, monumental, astounding, 
amazing, tremendous, resistless, 
formidable; (v) overwhelm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) comfortable, 
comforting, weak, mild, shallow, 
insignificant, faint, disputable, easy 

overwhelmingly: (adv) 
devastatingly, irresistibly, 
amazingly, greatly, extremely, 
convincingly, intensely, powerfully, 
deeply, monumentally, distinctly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unconvincingly, 
superficially, insignificantly 

overworked: (adj) hackneyed, tired, 
weary, banal, clichd, elaborate, old, 
worn, unoriginal, trite, timeworn 

owed: (adj) due, outstanding, unpaid, 
payable, deserved, fitting; (v) ought, 
behoove, owned, possessed; (n) 
aught. ANTONYM: (adj) paid 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 

owned: (v) owed, ought; (adj) own, 
proprietary; (n) aught 

oxen: (n) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, 
beef, dairy cow 

pace: (n, v) walk, gait, rate, march, 
stride, footstep; (n) speed, tempo, 
rapidity, tread, celerity 

pack: (n, v) crowd, bundle, bunch, 
load; (n) herd, company, bevy, 

batch; (v) heap, compress, jam. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unpack, unload, 
disperse, empty, loosen 

packed: (adj) full, compact, filled, 
jammed, overcrowded, crammed, 
dense, thick, congested, teeming, 
cramped. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deserted, loose, open 

painful: (adj) hard, difficult, sharp, 
harrowing, grievous, afflictive, bad, 
irritating; (adj, v) distressing, harsh, 
bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) content, 
heartwarming, soothing, 
comfortable, bearable, agreeable, 
effortless, dull, slight, wonderful, 
happy 

painfully: (adv) sorely, grievously, 
distressingly, severely, tenderly, 
badly, agonizingly, laboriously, 
sadly, bitterly, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) easily, tolerably 

pains: (n) nisus, labor, trouble, effort, 
exertion, labour, pain, care, struggle, 
attempt, strain 

painstaking: (adj) diligent, 
assiduous, conscientious, careful, 
laborious, exact, scrupulous, 
meticulous, thorough, particular, 
studious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
careless, neglectful, rushed, sloppy, 
easy, lazy, rash, rough, slapdash, 
untidy 

painted: (adj) colored, dyed, 
coloured, motley, stained, tinted, 
variegated, particoloured, 
delineated, graphic; (v) depaint. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unpainted 

painter: (n) artist, colorist, 
landscapist, impressionist, 
miniaturist, dauber, halser, Felis 
concolor, guy, cable, hawser 

pall: (v) cloy, tire, jade, fatigue; (n) 
curtain, coffin, shroud, cloak, 
cerement, mantle; (adj, v) disgust 

pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 
lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid 

palm: (n) medal, decoration, prize, 
palm tree, victory, thenar, laurel 
wreath; (v) filch, cabbage, rob; (adj) 
totipalmate 

palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious, 
evident, apparent, clear, 
transparent, indubitable, noticeable, 
lucid, patent, perceptible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imaginary, 
intangible, impalpable, doubtful, 
furtive, imperceptible, insignificant, 
obscure, unclear 

palpitating: (adj) fluttering, 
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throbbing, aflare, flittering, flying, 
unsteady, vibrant, flaring 

pandemonium: (n) chaos, confusion, 
hubbub, disorder, commotion, 
racket, turmoil, noise, mayhem, 
clamor, hullabaloo. ANTONYMS: 
(n) order, peace, calm 

panic: (adj, n) dismay, horror, terror, 
dread; (n, v) alarm, scare, shock; (n) 
fright, anxiety, fear, flap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, calmness, 
order, peace, bravery, security; (n, v) 
comfort; (v) relax, soothe 

pants: (n) knickers, trousers, drawers, 
knickerbockers, underpants, chinos, 
cords, denim, bloomers, flannel, 
knee pants 

paradise: (n) Elysium, bliss, Eden, 
Zion, promised land, Garden of 
Eden, Elysian Fields, ecstasy, 
nirvana, Valhalla, utopia. 
ANTONYM: (n) misery 

paragraph: (n, v) clause, passage; (n) 
item, section, chapter, head, 
sentence, piece, part, division, count 

parasol: (n) sunshade, canopy, 
awning, umbrella, marquee, beach 
umbrella, shade, cover, tilt, tent 

parcel: (n) bale, pack, bundle, 
package, packet, section, division, 
batch; (n, v) portion; (v) distribute, 
apportion 

pardon: (v) excuse, condone, forgive, 
acquit, spare; (n) amnesty, 
forgiveness, grace; (adj, v) justify, 
exonerate, exculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) blame; (v) punish, castigate, 
condemn, convict; (n) intolerance 

parlour: (n) living room, parlor, 
sitting room, front room, 
livingroom, room to meet guests, 
parlours, parlors, salon, reception 
room, room 

parsley: (n) Petroselinum crispum, 
herb, pot herbs, aromatic plant, 
basil, genus Petroselinum, 
herbaceous plant, rosemary, 
Petroselinum, thyme, sage 

parsonage: (n) vicarage, rectory, 
residence, habitation, glebe house, 
glebe, dwelling house, dwelling, 
domicile, deanery, church house 

particulars: (n) specification, data, 
nicety, minutiae, terms, 
consideration, workings, fine points, 
ins and outs 

parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion 

passion: (n) affection, fire, fervor, 
love, feeling, anger, enthusiasm, 
heat, craving, desire; (n, v) ardor. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, hate, 
serenity, meekness, hatred, doubt, 
dislike, calmness, moderation 

passionate: (adj, v) ardent, 
impetuous; (adj) hot, excited, 
burning, angry, fervent, fierce, 
animated, earnest; (adj, adv) fiery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indifferent, mild, 
passionless, unenthusiastic, cold, 
calm, halfhearted, cool, lukewarm, 
weak, uninterested 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently 

passionlessly: (adv) frigidly, 
indifferently, spiritlessly, soullessly 

pastor: (n) minister, ecclesiastic, 
cleric, divine, priest, parson, curate, 
herdsman, churchman, chaplain, 
celebrant 

patent: (adj) overt, evident, apparent, 
manifest, plain, clear, conspicuous, 
open, palpable, explicit; (n) letters 
patent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inconspicuous, obscure, subtle, 
unobtrusive, veiled, ambiguous, 
furtive, questionable 

pater: (n) dad, pa, daddy, pappa, 
papa, Dada, sire, begetter, pop, male 
parent, Dadaism 

pathetic: (adj) deplorable, miserable, 
pitiful, wretched, forlorn, 
lamentable, tragic, distressing; (adj, 
v) touching, affecting, sad. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, comical, 
effective, impressive, admirable, 
spirited, praiseworthy, generous, 
fine, brilliant, decisive 

pathological: (adj) morbid, diseased, 
sick, neurotic, ghoulish 

patience: (n) endurance, fortitude, 
longanimity, equanimity, tolerance, 
resignation, restraint, composure, 
sufferance; (n, v) moderation, 
calmness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impatience, eagerness, intolerance, 
annoyance 

patiently: (adv) perseveringly, 
invalidly, quietly, uncomplainingly, 
persistently, forbearingly, 
resignedly, steadily, doggedly, 
calmly, meekly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
eagerly 

patronage: (n) condescension, aegis, 
clientele, favor, trade, backing, 

assistance, countenance, auspices, 
aid, championship 

pause: (n, v) halt, interruption, 
adjournment, delay, respite, stop; 
(adj, n, v) rest; (n) intermission, gap; 
(adj, v) discontinue; (v) hesitate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decisiveness, 
continuation, start; (v) proceed 

peaked: (adj) pointed, sharp, spiky, 
ensiform, peaky, poorly, salient, 
unwell, gaunt, wan, emaciated 

pearl: (adj, n) jewel; (n) gem, bead, 
dewdrop, ivory, bone; (adj) brilliant, 
flower, bijou, satin etched, ruby. 
ANTONYM: (n) dud 

pebble: (n) boulder, crystal, flint, 
rock, scree, cobblestone, calculus, 
crag, granite, pebblestone; (adj) 
quartz 

peculiar: (adj) particular, odd, 
exceptional, different, extraordinary, 
curious, eccentric, characteristic, 
anomalous, abnormal, distinctive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) normal, typical, 
common, universal, explicable, 
conventional 

peculiarly: (adj, adv) particularly, 
curiously, unusually, uncommonly, 
singularly; (adv) especially, oddly, 
strangely, specifically, weirdly, 
specially. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, slightly 

pedagogic: (adj) educational, 
pedagogical, academic, pedantic, 
didactic 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive 

peerage: (n) aristocracy, baronage, 
nobility, peerdom, gentry, noblesse 

pellets: (n) grapeshot; (v) granulate 
pellitory: (n) parietary, herb, 

Anacyclus pyrethrum, herbaceous 
plant, wall pellitory 

pencil: (n) beam, Pleiades, gleam, 
light, group, cluster; (v) brush, 
draw, design, paint, limn draw 

pendulum: (n) metronome, horologe, 
gnomon, dial, setup, pendant, 
clepsydra, weight; (v) flap, skirt, 
pony tail 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered 
penn: (n) university of Pennsylvania 
pennies: (n) change 
penniless: (adj) indigent, needy, 

poor, destitute, moneyless, broke, 
miserable, impoverished, insolvent, 
penurious, hard up. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, wealthy, affluent 

pennsylvania: (n) Penn, university of 
Pennsylvania, pa, Keystone state; 
(adj) Middle Atlantic, Maryland 

penny: (n) change, coin, centime, 
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copper, groat, subunit, money, mite, 
doit, small change, denomination 

peopled: (adj) multinominal, 
multiple, manifold, multiplied, 
multitudinous, populous, inhabited, 
thick, studded, teeming, crowded. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uninhabited 

perceive: (v) comprehend, 
apprehend, discover, see, grasp, 
find, know, observe, sense, 
appreciate; (adj, v) discern. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, observe, 
ignore 

perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, 
supposed, professed, ostensible 

perforce: (n) on compulsion; (adv) 
needs 

perform: (v) execute, fulfill, 
accomplish, do, achieve, complete, 
carry out, behave, make, play, 
appear. ANTONYMS: (v) omit, 
rehearse, malfunction, stop 

periphrasis: (v) periphrase; (n) 
indirect expression, ambage, 
verbiage 

permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 
endurance, strength, immortality, 
firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability 

permission: (n, v) allowance; (n) 
consent, license, permit, authority, 
leave, licence, liberty, approval, 
sanction, assent. ANTONYMS: (n) 
refusal, ban, veto, intolerance, 
exclusion 

permit: (adj, n, v) give, allow, 
consent; (adj, v) grant; (n, v) license, 
leave; (v) admit, let, bear; (n) licence, 
permission. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
ban; (v) prevent, prohibit, stop, 
refuse, veto, outlaw, disagree, debar, 
bar; (n) prohibition 

permitted: (adj) allowed, permissible, 
allowable, admissible, lawful, free, 
approved, legitimate, legal, 
legalized, venial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unlawful, constrained 

perpetual: (adj) incessant, continual, 
constant, endless, eternal, 
everlasting, lasting, ceaseless, 
immortal, continuous, perennial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, 
intermittent, transitory, mortal, 
unstable, finite, inconstant, 
occasional, sporadic 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

erratically, sporadically 
perpetuated: (adj) perpetuate 
persian: (n) Farsi, Irani, Iranian 

language 
persistent: (adj) lasting, obstinate, 

constant, continual, insistent, 
permanent, continuous, incessant, 
unrelenting, stubborn, chronic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) contained, 
irresolute, temporary, gentle, 
intermittent, compliant, caducous, 
fickle, fleeting, feeble, inconsistent 

personage: (n) person, notable, 
celebrity, personality, individual, 
bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being 

personality: (n) person, nature, 
identity, celebrity, character, 
temperament, disposition, 
characteristic, essence, 
individualism, public figure. 
ANTONYM: (n) nobody 

personally: (adv) privately, in 
person, intimately, directly, 
specially, confidentially, secretly, 
self, oneself, subjectively, 
particularly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
impersonally, indirectly, objectively, 
collectively, distantly, generally, 
universally 

persuade: (v) convince, coax, assure, 
allure, entice, influence, induce, 
cajole, argue, exhort, lure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, 
dissuade, deter, restrain, force 

persuaded: (adj) sure, satisfied, easily 
affected, impressible, positive, 
delicate, sensible, intelligent, certain, 
in no doubt, definite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsure, uncertain 

pheasant: (n) monal, afropavo, 
peafowl, wildfowl, bird of Juno, 
golden pheasant, monaul, 
phasianid, Argus pheasant, Argus 

phial: (n) ampoule, bottle, cruet, 
ampul, ampule, noggin, caster, flask, 
stoup 

philandering: (adj) flirtatious, 
unfaithful 

phosphorescent: (adj) bright, light, 
glowing, fluorescent, phosphoreous; 
(v) meteoric, in a blaze, ablaze, 
blazing, rutilant, relucent 

photograph: (n, v) film; (n) picture, 
image, photo, likeness, print, 
portrait, copy, pic; (v) snap, shoot 

photographer: (n) cameraman, 
cinematographer, camera technician, 
creative person, lensman, 
photographist, press, Talbot, camera 
buff 

photographic: (adj) graphic, realistic, 

pictorial, photographical, detailed, 
lifelike, accurate, exacter, faithful, 
picturesque, tithonographic 

phrase: (v) formulate, couch, put, 
articulate; (n) expression, idiom, 
diction, speech, passage, locution; 
(n, v) word 

phraseology: (n) language, 
expression, phrasing, wording, 
idiom, vernacular, dialect, choice of 
words, terminology, locution; (n, v) 
style 

physic: (n) medicine, aperient, 
cathartic, medication, healing, 
medicament, drug; (n, v) cure, 
doctor, remedy; (v) heal 

physically: (adv) somatically, 
materially, corporeally, corporally, 
substantially, actually, animally, 
carnally, concretely, fleshly, 
naturally. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
automatically, spiritually, gently, 
mentally 

physique: (n) figure, form, 
constitution, shape, body, habitus, 
frame, person, size, appearance; 
(adj, n) muscle 

piano: (adj) soft, gentle, indulgent, 
lax; (n) grand piano, pianissimo, 
softness, upright piano, mechanical 
piano; (adv) quietly, gently 

pictured: (adj) envisioned, portrayed, 
graphic, delineate, delineated, 
impictured, unreal, visualised, 
visualized, impressed 

picturesque: (adj, v) pictorial; (adj) 
beautiful, striking, colorful, idyllic, 
scenic, vivid, quaint, lovely, 
romantic, colourful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) drab, dull, ugly, unattractive, 
modern 

pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
penetrated, cut, cleft 

pigeon: (n) dove, gull, gudgeon, 
cully, ringdove, victim, cushat, 
gobemouche, cull; (v) bilk, mulct 

pigskin: (n) skin, rawhide, leather, 
fleece, elephant hide, buffalo hide, 
buckskin, pelt 

piled: (adj) heaped, dense, aggregate, 
collective, concentrated, cumulous 

pillow: (v) rest, breathe, lie, not 
move; (adj) wadding; (n) throw 
pillow, Wanger, bed pillow, feather 
bed, long pillow, padding 

pimping: (adj) sickly 
pinch: (n, v) nip, arrest, twinge, 

squeeze; (n) emergency, crisis, 
exigency; (v) compress, lift, wring, 
constrict 

pinched: (adj) haggard, drawn, 
emaciated, cadaverous, narrow, 
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penurious, thin, penniless, 
adenoidal; (adj, n) necessitous; (n) 
distressed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
relaxed 

pine: (v) languish, long, ache, droop, 
flag, crave, fade; (n) fir; (n, v) yearn, 
sink; (adj) peak 

pink: (n) rose, crimson, gillyflower, 
paragon; (v) knock, gore, impale, 
stab, spike, spear; (adj) flower 

pinkish: (adj) rosy, chromatic 
pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, 

zenith, crown, summit, acme, 
heyday, climax, culmination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, 
bottom, trough 

pitch: (n, v) fling, cast, degree, dip, 
tilt, lurch, toss, throw, slant; (v) 
chuck, hurl 

pitched: (adj) oblique, thrown, 
slanting, at an angle, leaning; (v) 
fixed, pight, determined. 
ANTONYM: (adj) level 

pity: (n, v) compassion, ruth; (n) 
mercy, commiseration, condolence, 
sympathy, clemency, remorse; (v) 
sympathize, compassionate, feel 
sorry for. ANTONYMS: (n) blame, 
cruelty, indifference, harshness, joy 

plages: (n) flocculi 
plain: (adj) ordinary, 

comprehensible, intelligible, 
apparent, manifest, obvious, clear, 
simple; (adj, n) flat, homely, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elaborate, 
unclear, multicolored, mottled, 
ornate, concealed, attractive, 
confused, fussy, obscure, patterned 

plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, 
clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, 
patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, 
adv) frankly, honestly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
vaguely, obscurely, figuratively, 
unclearly, politely, incoherently, 
implicitly, finely, ambiguously, 
covertly 

plaintiff: (n) complainant, claimant, 
accuser, suitor, pursuer, prosecutor, 
litigant, applicant, petitioner, party, 
litigator. ANTONYM: (n) defendant 

planted: (adj) ingrained, established, 
set, concealed 

planting: (n) plantation, positioning, 
position, cultivation, transplanting, 
set, planting system, husbandry, 
placement, locating, farming 

platonic: (adj) chaste, spiritual, 
ghostly; (v) staid, philosophical, 
philosophic, stayed, reflective, 
thoughtful, studious, stoical. 
ANTONYM: (adj) physical 

plea: (n) defense, answer, apology, 
pretext, appeal, defence, petition, 
claim, allegation, adjuration, call. 
ANTONYMS: (n) instruction, 
accusation, response 

pleasant: (adj) jolly, amiable, 
agreeable, acceptable, nice, 
charming, kindly, facetious, joyful, 
pretty; (adj, v) pleasing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disgusting, 
horrible, repugnant, nasty, 
gruesome, unwelcome, harsh, 
shocking, disagreeable, foul, terrible 

pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, 
cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, 
delightfully, sunnily, genially, 
gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) 
happily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disagreeably, offensively, awfully, 
discordantly, dreadfully, 
shockingly, unkindly, irritably, 
harshly, curtly, nastily 

pleased: (adj) contented, glad, 
delighted, content, joyful, thankful, 
gratified, appreciative, overjoyed, 
cheerful; (adj, v) elated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
annoyed, angry, worried, ashamed, 
disappointed, frustrated, sad, 
unsatisfied, ungrateful, 
uncomplimentary 

pledged: (adj, v) affianced; (adj) 
betrothed, busy, bound, occupied, 
bespoken, promised, sworn, 
responsible, intermeshed, 
guaranteed 

plundered: (adj) pillaged, despoiled, 
raped, robbed, emptier, empty, 
fleeced, ransacked 

pocahontas: (n) Matoaka 
poems: (n) metrical composition, 

verse, poesy 
poet: (n) singer, songster, elegist, 

author, Gilbert, maker, lyricist, 
muse, versifier; (adj) poet laureate, 
Shakespearean 

poetic: (adj) poetical, artistic, 
rhetorical, lyrical, imaginative, 
beauteous, elegiac, graphic, fanciful, 
metrical, figurative. ANTONYM: 
(adj) prosaic 

poetry: (n) verse, poesy, song, rhyme, 
style, poetics, epos, poems, stanza, 
doggerel, tuneful Nine 

pointing: (n) punctuation, indication, 
scoring 

poise: (n) equilibrium, equanimity, 
composure, assurance, parity, 
bearing, calmness, cool, aplomb; (v) 
hover, brace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, timidity, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, agitation, panic 

polished: (adj) glossy, cultured, 
finished, refined, smooth, lustrous, 
genteel, courtly; (adj, v) courteous, 
civil, polite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, coarse, shoddy, unpolished, 
amateur, awkward, unsophisticated 

politeness: (n) civility, courteousness, 
courtliness, manners, decorum, 
gentility, good manners, niceness, 
refinement, gallantry, decency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vulgarity, 
rudeness, incivility, neglect 

politic: (adj, v) tactful; (adj) discreet, 
judicious, circumspect, shrewd, 
prudent, suave, calculating, tricky, 
cute, chary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
injudicious, unwise, impolitic, 
foolish 

polo: (n) curling, golf, croquet, water 
polo, tipcat, Marco Polo 

polygamist: (n) consort, husband, 
married person, mate, partner, 
polyandrist, polygynist 

pony: (n) crib, nag, trot, mustang, 
clavis, cayuse, jigger, rendering, 
racehorse, translation, version 

poodle: (n) domestic dog, dog, 
poodle dog, miniature poodle, large 
poodle 

porcelain: (v) ceramics, crockery, 
pottery, ceramic ware; (n) 
earthenware, magnetism, figurines, 
purslane, collectibles, bone China 

porter: (n) doorkeeper, carrier, 
gatekeeper, doorman, caretaker, 
ostiary, commissionaire, redcap, 
labourer, conveyer, concierge 

portion: (n, v) division, lot, allot, 
dividend, divide; (n) piece, parcel, 
fragment, component, section; (adj, 
n) constituent. ANTONYM: (n) 
whole 

portmanteau: (n) valise, Gladstone, 
portmanteau word, blend, 
Gladstone bag, word, suitcase, box, 
blending, grip, portmantle 

portrait: (n) effigy, image, likeness, 
icon, delineation, depiction, figure, 
portraiture, picture, photograph, 
painting 

portsmouth: (n) Pompey the great 
positively: (adv) absolutely, 

definitely, decidedly, unequivocally, 
expressly, emphatically, 
categorically, clearly, confidently; 
(adv, int) surely; (adj, adv) really. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
pessimistically, uncertainly, 
doubtfully, inauspiciously, ill 

possess: (adj, v) own; (v) hold, wield, 
occupy, bear, keep, enjoy, contain, 
retain, to have, maintain. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) lack, remove 
possessed: (adj) mad, obsessed, 

frantic, hysterical, furious, fanatical, 
infatuated, insane; (v) ought, owed, 
behoove. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested 

possession: (n) occupation, 
ownership, keeping, goods, 
substance, tenure, property, grasp, 
estate, domain; (n, v) acquisition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vacancy, sale 

possessor: (n) owner, holder, 
proprietor, householder, occupant, 
landowner, landholder, proprietary, 
somebody, someone, soul 

possibilities: (n) potential, field 
postage: (n) postage stamp, token, 

seal, cast, postage expense, value or 
prepayment, mold, item, franking, 
pestle, impression 

posted: (adj) knowledgeable, learned 
postscript: (n) appendix, addendum, 

supplement, addition, continuation, 
epilogue, codicil, PS, annotation, 
footnote, late addition. 
ANTONYMS: (n) introduction, 
preface 

postulate: (n) axiom, hypothesis, 
condition, supposition; (v) demand, 
requisition, assume, presume, ask; 
(n, v) posit, premise 

pour: (v) gush, shed, decant, scatter, 
stream, flow, pelt, discharge, teem, 
infuse; (n, v) overflow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) drizzle, trickle 

poured: (adj) concrete 
pouring: (adj) gushing, teeming, 

flowing profusely, burbling, burbly; 
(n) casting, affusion, downpour, 
effusion, tapping, baptism. 
ANTONYM: (adj) light 

poverty: (n, v) lack, destitution, 
penury, need, indigence, want; (adj, 
n) distress; (n) pauperism, 
impoverishment, squalor, 
deprivation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
wealth, riches, affluence, smartness, 
luxury, prosperity, fertility, surplus 

practically: (adv) usefully, nearly, 
pragmatically, almost, effectively, 
functionally, conveniently, about, 
much, in reality, as a matter of fact. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) theoretically, 
unrealistically, foolishly, 
romantically, irrationally, barely, 
awkwardly, unreasonably, 
recklessly 

practise: (v) execute, practice, 
perform, exercise, drill, do, rehearse, 
learn, take, work out, read 

practised: (adj) practiced, expert, 
adept, good, trained, proficient, 

seasoned, skilful, skilled, skillful, 
versed 

practising: (adj) practicing, 
churchgoing 

praise: (v) approve, extol, flatter, 
celebrate, glorify; (n, v) commend, 
compliment, honor, glory, acclaim; 
(n) applause. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, disparagement; (v) 
reprimand, disparage, reproach, 
scold, belittle, rebuke, chastise, 
denigrate, sully 

praised: (adj) bepuffed, popular, 
renowned 

pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, 
invite, plead, beseech, appeal, 
importune, adjure, invoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) reject 

preaching: (n) sermon, lecture, 
homily, preachment, baccalaureate, 
speech, pulpit, exhortation, 
kerygma; (v) preach; (adj) hence 

preceding: (adj, adv) anterior, earlier; 
(adj) foregoing, former, previous, 
prior, past, precedent, prevenient; 
(adv) forward; (prep) before. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) following, 
succeeding, next, present 

precious: (adj, n) beloved; (adj) 
valuable, costly, cherished, 
invaluable, expensive, golden, 
choice, inestimable, exquisite; (n) 
darling. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheap, 
hated, shabby 

precipitately: (adv) rashly, 
immediately, instantly, passionately, 
rapidly, precipitously, impetuously, 
impulsively, foolhardily, 
prematurely; (adj, adv) headlong. 
ANTONYM: (adv) deliberately 

precise: (adj, v) accurate, careful, 
close; (adj) correct, definite, minute, 
particular, delicate, neat, certain, 
clear. ANTONYMS: (adj) imprecise, 
inaccurate, vague, rough, careless, 
rushed, approximate, clumsy, 
unscientific, wrong, slapdash 

precision: (n) accuracy, correctness, 
exactness, accurateness, preciseness, 
fidelity, nicety, delicacy, truth, 
exactitude; (adj) precise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
inaccuracy, ambiguity, imprecision, 
clumsiness, impreciseness, neglect, 
messiness, incorrectness, faintness, 
carelessness 

predatory: (adj) rapacious, 
marauding, predacious, vulturous, 
ravenous, raptorial, plundering, 
acquisitive, ravening, wolfish; (adj, 
v) predal 

predestination: (n) fate, doom, 

destiny, lot, fatality, foredoom, 
preordination, predetermination, 
election, premeditation, kismet 

preference: (n) predilection, option, 
liking, choice, election, preferment, 
precedence, penchant, fondness, 
partiality, alternative. ANTONYMS: 
(n) indifference, coercion, antipathy 

preferred: (adj) favorite, chosen, pet, 
select, favourite, selected, choice, 
preferable, singled out, favoured, 
golden 

preliminary: (adj) prefatory, early, 
inaugural, elementary, preparatory, 
first; (n) prelude, prelim, preface, 
introduction, overture. 
ANTONYMS: (n) finale, closing; 
(adj) concluding 

prelude: (n) preliminary, preface, 
introduction, beginning, overture, 
preamble, foreword, inception, 
opening, proem, prolusion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) postscript, 
conclusion, ending 

prematurely: (adv) early, 
inopportunely, hastily, precipitately, 
unripely, previously, rashly, 
immaturely, precociously, 
forwardly, beforehand 

premium: (n) insurance premium, 
agio, bounty, payment, extra, price, 
prize, reward, trophy, agiotage; (adj) 
superior. ANTONYM: (adj) inferior 

prepare: (n, v) arrange, form, plan, 
make; (v) dress, set, lay, devise, 
groom, equip; (adj, v) coach. 
ANTONYM: (v) perform 

preposterous: (adj) absurd, irrational, 
ludicrous, nonsensical, foolish, 
ridiculous, laughable, derisory, 
monstrous, inconsistent; (adj, v) 
extravagant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sensible, reasonable, impressive, 
plausible 

prescribed: (adj) set, appointed, 
formal, official, positive, decreed, 
rigid, definite, fixed, obstinate, legal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) informal 

presentable: (adj) decent, personable, 
satisfactory, acceptable, suitable, 
passable, comely, tidy, neat, 
becoming, sufficient. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsatisfactory, untidy, 
inadequate 

preservation: (n) maintenance, 
keeping, protection, retention, 
custody, storage, upkeep, care, 
embalmment, saving, conservancy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, extinction, 
abandonment, change, end, neglect 

preserve: (v) maintain, keep, save, 
guard, hold, defend, uphold, keep 
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up; (n) jam, jelly, conserves. 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
discontinue, damage, lose, attack, 
endanger, use, end 

preserved: (adj) kept, conserved, 
whole, pickled, condite, safe. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh 

preserver: (n) defender, protector, 
custodian, conservative, keeper, 
conservator, savior, patron, restorer, 
flotation device; (adj) third person 

pressed: (adj) compact, urgent, 
printed, pressing, press, stamped, 
pushed, impelled, incited, bound, 
driven 

pressing: (adj, v) exigent, 
importunate, important; (adj) 
imperative, immediate, imperious, 
instant, critical, insistent; (n) 
dishing, press. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mild 

presume: (v) dare, consider, believe, 
think, infer, guess, expect, esteem, 
conclude, suppose, conjecture. 
ANTONYMS: (v) appreciate, 
despair, speculate 

presumed: (adj) supposed, reputed, 
putative, understood, alleged, 
probable, theoretical 

pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 
counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious, 
bogus, affected 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, 
color, pretence, mask, plea, guise, 
sham, appearance; (n, v) excuse, 
cloak 

prettily: (adv) beautifully, 
charmingly, pleasantly, 
handsomely, finely, neatly, 
gracefully, picturesquely, elegantly, 
delightfully, pleasingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unattractively, 
unpleasantly 

prevailing: (adj) prevalent, rife, 
dominant, common, current, 
overriding, popular, general, 
influential, epidemic, powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insignificant, 
rare, unusual 

prevented: (adj) disallowed, barred, 
banned. ANTONYM: (adj) 
legitimate 

prey: (n) chase, game, victim, 
immolation, quarry, target, mark, 
capture; (n, v) plunder, raven; (v) 
eat. ANTONYMS: (n) hunter, 
predator 

pride: (n) arrogance, conceit, egotism, 
vanity, lordliness, assumption, 
insolence, disdain, hauteur; (n, v) 
boast; (v) plume. ANTONYMS: (n) 

modesty, sorrow, dregs, disgrace, 
shame, baseness 

priest: (adj, n) clergyman, divine; (n) 
minister, ecclesiastic, churchman, 
pastor, celebrant, parson, cleric, 
presbyter, chaplain 

prig: (v) pilfer, filch, steal, rob, 
purloin, thieve; (n) nim, snob, old 
maid, pedant, filcher 

primitively: (adv) primordially, 
primevally, rudimentarily, 
unsophisticatedly, basically, 
primarily, fundamentally, 
elementarily, archaically, rudely, 
pristinely 

princess: (n) queen, duchess, begum, 
czarina, maharani, monarch, 
archduchess, lady, patrician, 
maharanee, mopsey 

principally: (adv) mainly, primarily, 
especially, predominantly, 
particularly, above all, mostly, 
largely, in the main, masterly, 
essentially 

printed: (adj) written, imprinted, 
stamped, pressed, embossed, on 
paper 

prise: (v) esteem, pry, prize, jimmy, 
admire, reckon, break down, 
evaluate, venerate, value, respect. 
ANTONYM: (v) disrespect 

privacy: (n) secrecy, confidentiality, 
darkness, retreat, privateness, 
concealment, loneliness, shelter, 
solitude, retirement, isolation. 
ANTONYM: (n) company 

privates: (n) genitalia, genitals, 
genital organ, crotch, female 
genitalia, male genitalia, family 
jewels, fork, pudendal 

privilege: (n) liberty, prerogative, 
immunity, freedom, grant, franchise, 
exemption, concession, claim; (n, v) 
license, permit. ANTONYM: (n) 
insult 

probability: (n) likelihood, chance, 
possibility, likeliness, opportunity, 
expectation, eventuality, prospect, 
expectancy, contingency; (adj, n) 
odds. ANTONYM: (n) improbability 

probable: (adj) likely, plausible, 
possible, potential, presumable, 
feasible, hopeful, convincing, 
believable, to be expected, specious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improbable, 
implausible, unbelievable 

probation: (n) verification, trial, test, 
rehearsal, testing, inspection, 
examination, trial period; (adj) 
tentative, apodeixis, apodixis 

proceeded: (v) proceed, yode 
proceeding: (n) matter, transaction, 

affair, procedure, lawsuit, 
proceedings; (v) deed, act; (n, v) 
measure; (adv, n) happening; (adj, 
adv, v) going on 

profession: (n) employment, 
declaration, occupation, affirmation, 
calling, career, vocation, job, 
position, assertion, assurance. 
ANTONYM: (n) denial 

profitable: (adj) helpful, beneficial, 
fruitful, advantageous, good, 
lucrative, useful, gainful, desirable, 
fat, valuable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dependent, disadvantageous, 
unhelpful, fruitless 

profound: (adj) abstruse, intense, 
heavy, important, sound, 
bottomless, grave, obscure, utter, 
abysmal; (adj, v) solid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, trivial, 
lightweight, stupid, simple, mild, 
facile, slight, insignificant, prosaic 

profusion: (n) opulence, abundance, 
prodigality, plenty, excess, 
cornucopia, plenitude, profuseness, 
copiousness, exuberance; (adj) 
amplitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insufficiency, scarcity 

progression: (n) advance, headway, 
chain, course, train, development, 
series, sequence; (n, v) 
improvement, advancement, 
furtherance. ANTONYM: (n) decay 

prolong: (v) extend, delay, protract, 
keep up, expand, elongate, drag out, 
maintain, lengthen, draw out, 
procrastinate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stop, cancel, curtail, quit 

promiscuous: (adj, v) miscellaneous; 
(adj) mixed, random, confused, 
loose, wanton, disorderly, licentious, 
light, easy, heterogeneous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, pure, 
chaste 

prompt: (adj) agile, quick, nimble, 
punctual, expeditious; (v) actuate, 
incite, inspire, move, instigate; (adj, 
v) fleet. ANTONYMS: (adj) late, 
uncertain; (v) discourage, hinder, 
halt 

propaganda: (n) promotion, 
publicity, information, 
advertisement, advertising, buildup, 
instruction, agitprop; (v) 
propagandism, persuasion; (n, v) 
disinformation 

propinquity: (n) nearness, 
neighborhood, vicinity, adjacency, 
closeness, relationship, kinship, 
presence, neighbourhood, 
immediacy, likeness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) distance, remoteness 
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propose: (v) bid, nominate, design, 
plan, proffer, move, intend, mean, 
aim, suggest; (n, v) advance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, improvise, 
oppose 

proposing: (adj) prosy, proponent, 
making proposals 

proposition: (n, v) offer, bid, proffer; 
(n) proposal, motion, design, 
approach, assertion, suggestion, 
plan, premise 

proprieties: (n) custom 
proprietor: (n) possessor, manager, 

landlord, holder, host, keeper, 
master, employer, patron, 
proprietress, proprietary 

prosecute: (v) pursue, persecute, 
follow, chase, engage, indict, litigate, 
drive, execute, accuse; (n, v) sue. 
ANTONYM: (v) pardon 

prosperity: (n) affluence, wealth, 
success, flourish, good fortune, 
fortune, welfare, opulence, 
abundance, good, prosperousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, 
fruitlessness, hardship, insufficiency 

prostitute: (n) courtesan, harlot, 
bawd, hooker, fancy woman, 
cocotte, whore, tart; (adj, v) pervert; 
(v) profane, abuse 

protestant: (n) wasp, separatist, 
sectary, schismatic, Romish, 
presbyterian, pentecostals, heretic, 
dissenter, Anabaptist, recusant 

protestantism: (n) recusancy, 
Unitarianism, Mormonism, 
presbyterianism, protestancy, 
Puritanism, Methodism, unitarian, 
congregationalism, Wesleyanism, 
fundamentalist 

protracted: (adj, v) extended, 
lingering, continued; (adj) 
prolonged, lengthy, extensive, 
prolix, chronic, lengthened, slow, 
spun out. ANTONYMS: (adj) brief, 
abrupt, short, concise, easy 

proud: (adj) lofty, disdainful, 
haughty, exalted, egotistical, gallant, 
pompous, lordly, majestic, 
overbearing; (adj, v) dignified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, modest, 
ashamed, embarrassed, sorrowful, 
disappointed, miserable 

providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 
fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) 
improvidence 

provident: (adj) prudent, frugal, 
sparing, economical, farsighted, 
cautious, careful, parsimonious, 
sagacious, wise; (v) precautionary. 

ANTONYM: (adj) foolish 
proximity: (n) propinquity, vicinity, 

adjacency, neighborhood, 
contiguity, presence, closeness, 
contact, nearby, juxtaposition, 
approach. ANTONYM: (n) 
remoteness 

prussian: (adj) prutenic 
psychological: (adj) mental, psychic, 

psychical, cerebral, intellectual, 
inner, psychologic, subconscious, 
subjective, mind, emotional. 
ANTONYM: (adj) physical 

psychologically: (adv) psychically, 
mentally, intellectually, 
subconsciously, subjectively, 
expressively, sensitively, spiritually 

psychology: (n) psychics, 
neuropsychology, behaviourism, 
associationism, configurationism, 
behaviorism, functionalism, 
psychological science, mentality, 
physiological psychology, 
physchometrika 

publicity: (n) promotion, advertising, 
propaganda, notoriety, exposure, 
buildup, cry, blurb, disclosure, 
promotional material, hype 

pulse: (n, v) throb; (n) pulsation, 
impulse, heartbeat, legume, rhythm, 
pounding, cadence; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, pound 

pump: (n, v) interrogate, question; (v) 
draw, milk, examine, squirt, push, 
wield; (n) ticker, pumps, aspirator 

punkah: (v) air pump, bellows, air 
blower, lungs, blowpipe, ventilator 

puppy: (n) pup, cub, youth, doggy, 
whelp, younker, dog, brat, child, 
youngster, frankfurter 

purely: (adv) utterly, merely, 
completely, perfectly, just, fairly, 
unmixedly, absolutely, virtuously, 
clearly; (adj, adv) simply. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) artificially, 
indecently, immorally, partly 

purple: (adj) violet, lilac, imperial, 
regal, royal; (adj, n) empurpled; (v) 
empurple; (n) magenta, purpleness, 
ermine, pall 

purposeful: (adj) meaningful, 
deliberate, firm, tenacious, willful, 
calculated, conscious, studied, 
businesslike, resolute, premeditated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) purposeless, 
pointless, aimless, accidental, 
worthless, indecisive 

purser: (n) bursar, steward, treasurer, 
flight attendant, officer, purse bearer 

pursuance: (n) prosecution, 
execution, pursuit, implementation, 
fulfillment, achievement, search, 

quest, fulfilment, exercise, chase 
pursued: (n) hunted person 
pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 

(adj) coming, engaged 
pursuit: (n) quest, hunt, search, 

persecution, chase, career, interest, 
job, business, performance, 
employment 

pushing: (adj) enterprising, pushy, 
pushful, ambitious, officious, 
adventurous; (n) push, propulsion, 
thrusting, actuation; (v) 
meddlesome 

putty: (n) cement, paste, glue, lute, 
mastic, filler, solder, gum, stucco, tin 
oxide; (v) apply 

puzzle: (adj, v) perplex, confuse, 
embarrass; (n) enigma, riddle, 
mystery, maze; (n, v) nonplus; (v) 
confound, mystify, baffle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) clarify, placate, 
explain; (n) explanation 

puzzled: (adj) bewildered, confused, 
baffled, nonplussed, doubtful, 
bemused, at a loss, curious, 
mystified, nonplused, dazed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

pyramid: (n) pile, mass, heap, lump, 
prism, congeries, stack, pyramis; 
(adj) spire, steeple; (v) raise 

quadrangle: (n) courtyard, court, 
tetragon, quadrilateral, square, 
parallelogram, quadruplet, inner 
court, rectangle, patio, yard 

quaker: (n) trembler, Jovinianist, 
friend, Familist, earthquake, 
champion, booster, Broadbrim, 
acquaintance, admirer, ally 

qualified: (adj) competent, capable, 
eligible, efficient, proficient, fit, 
conditional, able, clever, expert, 
certified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unofficial, total, definite, 
unreserved, immature, amateur, 
inept, inexperienced, unrestricted, 
absolute, ineligible 

qualities: (n) character, disposition, 
nature, spirit, tone, quality, role, self, 
part, traits, individuality 

quantity: (n) amount, quantum, 
extent, measure, sum, multitude, 
total, portion, heap, degree, deal 

quarrel: (adj, n, v) dispute; (n, v) 
fight, feud, brawl, row, altercation, 
argue, conflict, squabble; (n) 
dissension, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
reconciliation, acceptance, concord, 
consensus; (v) agree 

quarters: (n) abode, domicile, 
lodging, residence, quarter, 
diggings, pad, digs, lodgings, 
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accommodation, barracks 
queer: (adj) fantastic, odd, eccentric, 

funny, curious, gay, peculiar, 
strange, quaint, fishy, outlandish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conventional, 
normal, well 

queerly: (adv) curiously, funnily, 
fishily, strangely, peculiarly, 
singularly, comically, fantasticly, 
fantastically, funny, suspiciously 

quicken: (v) accelerate, hasten, hurry, 
dispatch, animate, expedite, 
advance, enliven, precipitate; (n, v) 
forward, speed. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decelerate, delay 

quickened: (adj) hasty, rapid, 
passionate, intoxicated 

quickening: (n) hurrying, hastening, 
speedup; (v) hasten, lively, flowing, 
having life, ignited, laving; (adj) 
bracing, moving 

quickness: (n) celerity, expedition, 
promptness, alacrity, agility, speed, 
dispatch, dexterity, fleetness, hurry, 
readiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awkwardness, delay, ineptness 

quiescent: (adj) dormant, calm, 
passive, inert, immovable, serene, 
immobile, latent, placid, stationary, 
quiet. ANTONYM: (adj) active 

quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 
quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady 

quote: (adj, n, v) cite; (n, v) mention, 
adduce, excerpt, extract; (n) 
quotation, citation, quotation mark, 
inverted comma; (v) name; (adj, v) 
exemplify 

rabbit: (n) cony, hare, lapin, bunny, 
cottontail, leporide, shuttle, coward; 
(adj) milch cow, seed plot, warren 

rabbits: (n) order Lagomorpha, pikas, 
Lagomorpha 

races: (n) racing, athletics 
rack: (n, v) torment, wrack, Scud; (n) 

manger, grid, cage, bracket, stand; 
(v) excruciate, afflict, agonize 

raddled: (adj) haggard, worn, drawn, 
careworn, emaciated, tired, pinched; 
(n) primed, sewed up, tight, 
whittled. ANTONYM: (adj) fresh 

radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy 

radiantly: (adv) effulgently, brightly, 
beamingly, luminously, refulgently, 
shiningly, lucidly, sparklingly, 
sunnily, beautifully, lustrously 

rage: (adj, n, v) fume, bluster; (adj, n) 
wrath, indignation, frenzy, mania; 
(n) passion, anger, craze, 
exasperation; (n, v) storm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gentleness, 
composure, calm, equanimity, 
pleasure, serenity 

raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, 
wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, 
heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, 
contained 

rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, 
sweepings, trash, waste; (n) 
clothing, tatter, orts, odds and ends, 
dress 

rails: (n) track, railroad, Gruiformes, 
railing, railway, bustards, Coots, 
course, gallinules, crakes, order 
Gruiformes 

rains: (n) wet 
raising: (n) bringing up, nurture, 

elevation, lift, raise, culture, heave, 
ascent, ascension, upbringing, 
rearing 

rambling: (adj) disjointed, 
incoherent, desultory, discursive, 
erratic, excursive, meandering, 
diffuse, loose, errant; (adj, n) 
wandering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coherent, abrupt, conclusive, pithy, 
taciturn, compact 

random: (adj) accidental, aimless, 
patchy, irregular, fortuitous, 
arbitrary, casual, indiscriminate, 
incidental; (n) chance, accident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) systematic, 
nonrandom, regular, predictable, 
ordered, logical, exact, discerning, 
methodical, organized, deliberate 

rang: (n) rung 
rank: (n, v) range, order, place, 

position, grade, class, line, file; (v) 
arrange, classify; (n) gradation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, pleasant, 
clean 

ranks: (n) rank and file 
rapprochement: (n) reconciliation, 

cooperation, balancing; (adj) good 
understanding, entente cordiale, 
cordiality, fraternization, sympathy, 
welcomeness, response, harmonious 

rarefied: (adj) thin, exalted, lofty, 
rarified, tenuous, idealistic, noble, 
majestic, refined, spiritual, thinner 

rasp: (v) grate, grind, scratch, chafe, 
file, rub, abrade, graze, grater; (n, v) 
scrape, groan 

rats: (n) mice, vermin, Rodentia, 
guinea pigs, agoutis, beavers, pests, 
gophers, order Rodentia, hamsters, 
marmots 

ratting: (n) revelation, revealing, 
betrayal, making known, disclosure 

rattled: (adj) hot and bothered, 
perturbed, upset, unsettled, 
puzzled, disconcerted, 
discomposed, bewildered, beside 
oneself, abashed, addled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) calm 

rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, 
marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy, 
spanking, merry; (adv) very, real 

ravages: (n) devastation, destruction, 
negative effects 

rave: (adj, n, v) fume; (n, v) rant; (adj, 
n) foam; (v) wander, jabber, gush, 
storm, tear, bluster; (adj, v) boil; 
(adj) flame. ANTONYM: (v) criticize 

raven: (v) guttle, feed, devour, gulp, 
harry, eat; (n) crow, plunder; (adj) 
black, jet; (n, v) gorge 

readily: (adv) easily, lightly, freely, 
quickly, immediately, instantly, 
willingly, soon, eagerly; (adj, adv) 
handily, smoothly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) grudgingly, eventually, 
reluctantly, unenthusiastically 

ready-made: (adj) reach-me-down, 
trite 

realize: (v) achieve, perform, 
discover, attain, appreciate, make, 
execute, complete, accomplish, 
know, sense. ANTONYMS: (v) fail, 
neglect 

realized: (adj) accomplished, realised, 
completed, effected, fulfilled, 
caught, done, finished, highly 
skilled, established 

reasonably: (adv) fairly, rather, quite, 
passably, pretty, justly, somewhat, 
sensibly, rationally, enough, fair. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) extremely, 
dangerously, illogically, irrationally, 
wrongly, extravagantly, foolishly, 
implausibly, intolerably, 
unsatisfactorily, unfairly 

reassured: (adj) hopeful, reinsured, 
secure, confident 

recall: (adj, v) reverse; (v) revoke, 
rescind, recognize, recollect, 
remember, repeal, countermand; (n) 
memory, anamnesis; (n, v) return. 
ANTONYMS: (v) issue, dissolve 

recapture: (v) recover, retrieve, 
retake, rescue, regain, get, redeem, 
reclaim; (n) retrieval, seizure; (n, v) 
salvage. ANTONYM: (n) loss 

receiver: (n) beneficiary, payee, 
earphone, headset, heir, cashier, 
liquidator, earpiece, addressee, 
grantee, taker. ANTONYMS: (n) 
benefactor, sender 

receiving: (n) getting, reception, 
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acceptance, taking, adoption, 
recipiency; (v) receive; (adj) 
received, accepting, admitting, 
recipient. ANTONYM: (n) rejection 

reception: (n) acceptance, admission, 
receiving, greeting, getting, 
salutation, acceptation, 
comprehension; (adj, n) 
entertainment, party; (n, v) 
adoption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dispatch, rejection 

recite: (v) relate, enumerate, describe, 
narrate, recount, repeat, say, 
rehearse, detail, lecture; (n, v) 
declaim 

reciting: (v) recite 
reclaim: (v) recover, reform, cultivate, 

claim, repossess, claim back, regain, 
recycle, salvage, correct, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, discard 

reclaimed: (adj) cultivated, tame, 
domestic, rescued, disciplined, 
domesticated 

reclining: (adj, v) leaning; (adj) 
recumbent, decumbent, accumbent, 
lying, lying down, obligatory, idle, 
prone, prostrate; (n) relaxation 

recognize: (n, v) know, discern; (v) 
acknowledge, identify, distinguish, 
admit, discover, confess, realize, 
allow, appreciate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deny, diminish, forget, ignore, 
disregard 

recognized: (adj) accepted, noted, 
recognised, established, illustrious, 
distinguished, standard, known, 
notorious; (adj, v) received; (v) 
ascertained. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unofficial, concealed, dubious, 
informal 

recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 
reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, 
memento, memorial, 
commemoration, memoir, retrospect 

recommended: (adj) registered, 
advisable, favored, not compulsory, 
optional, required 

recompense: (n, v) pay, redress; (n) 
compensation, amends, atonement, 
payment, consideration, 
indemnification, indemnity; (v) 
compensate, reimburse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) penalize, receive; 
(n) penalty 

recovering: (v) recover, regain, 
restore; (adj) better; (n) 
rehabilitation, recovery, rescue, 
relaxation; (adv) getting better, on 
the road to recovery, improving 

rectitude: (adj, n) justice, honesty, 
equity; (n) integrity, veracity, virtue, 

uprightness, morality, purity, 
propriety; (adj) fidelity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) immorality, 
incorrectness, wickedness 

recumbent: (adj) prostrate, 
accumbent, lying, reclining, flat, 
procumbent, lying down, 
horizontal, prone, incumbent, idle 

reddish: (adj) ruddy, rosy, crimson, 
cherry, rufescent, rufous, rubicund, 
scarlet, rubedinous, ruby, colorful 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose 

reed: (adj) thread, rope of sand; (n) 
triangle, surgeon, xylophone, 
woodwind, tuning fork, sawbones, 
arrow, pipe, dart 

reedy: (adj) thin, tenuous, slender, 
slight, high, shrill, arundineous, 
calamiferous, lean, noisy, weak 

refectory: (n) restaurant, dining 
room, canteen, hall, mess hall, mess, 
eatery, cafeteria 

refined: (adj) delicate, cultured, 
graceful, polite, gentle, urbane, 
courteous, courtly, cultivated; (adj, 
n) polished, pure. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrefined, raw, uncouth, 
rough, careless, crude, brute, 
boorish, plain, lowly, inelegant 

reflecting: (adv) reflectingly; (adj) 
reflective, thoughtful, calculating, 
reflected, shiny, shimmering, 
reflectent; (n) mirroring, reflection, 
reflexion 

reflection: (n) contemplation, 
thought, deliberation, meditation, 
musing, cogitation, idea, notion, 
introspection; (n, v) observation, 
reflexion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impulsiveness, confirmation 

reflective: (adj, v) thoughtful, 
meditative; (adj) contemplative, 
musing, wistful, brooding, reflexive, 
ruminative, museful, reflecting, 
broody. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, satisfied, shallow 

reflectively: (adv) contemplatively, 
meditatively, wistfully, 
thoughtfully, speculatively, 
ruminatively, studiously, 
regretfully, sadly, longingly, 
reflexively 

reflex: (adj) involuntary, instinctive, 
unconscious, catoptric; (v) reflection, 
reflexion, resilient; (n) reaction, 
burping, eructation, physiological 
reaction. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, deliberate 

reformer: (n) emancipationist, 

abolitionist, activist, hippie, 
demonstrator, crusader, insurgent, 
prohibitionist, meliorist, rebel, 
radical 

refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid, 
leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj, 
v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, 
consume, persist 

refuge: (n) sanctuary, asylum, safety, 
retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, 
resort 

refusal: (n) denial, declination, 
negative, rebuff, rejection, no, 
prohibition, ban, repulse, negation, 
exclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
permission, acceptance, compliance, 
approval, disposition, inclination, 
affirmative, affirmation 

refuse: (v) deny, reject, decline, 
disallow, rebuff, turn down; (adj, n) 
waste, trash; (n) offal, litter; (n, v) 
dross. ANTONYMS: (v) allow, 
receive, permit, offer, dedicate, 
approve, agree, admit, choose, pass, 
affirm 

regiment: (n) corps, battalion, legion, 
host, brigade, division, multitude, 
cohort; (v) control, organize, 
regulate 

regret: (n, v) grieve, sorrow; (v) 
bewail, lament, mourn, bemoan, 
deplore; (n) remorse, penitence, 
compunction, contrition. 
ANTONYMS: (v) welcome, praise; 
(n) idealism, shamelessness, joy, 
satisfaction 

regularity: (n) constancy, evenness, 
punctuality, orderliness, uniformity, 
steadiness, method, accuracy, 
discipline, system, exactness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lateness, 
asymmetry, irregularity, disorder, 
variability, variety, abnormality 

rein: (n) bridle, curb, restraint, check, 
strap; (v) leash, harness, contain, 
rule, rein in, confine 

reject: (v) deny, decline, disapprove, 
eliminate, dismiss, exclude, rebuff, 
discard, repel, ignore; (n) cull. 
ANTONYMS: (v) approve, choose, 
select, grant, acknowledge, agree, 
pass, welcome, propose, prefer, 
keep 

relation: (n) narration, recital, 
association, affinity, description, 
rehearsal, kin, relative; (n, v) 
account, report, regard 

relatives: (n) relations, kindred, kin, 
kinsfolk, kinfolk, relationship, 
affinity, relation, folks, intimates, 
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house 
relax: (adj, v) loose, debilitate, 

weaken; (v) abate, lounge, unbend, 
give, melt, remit, relieve; (adj, n, v) 
relent. ANTONYMS: (v) tense, 
compress, strain, stiffen, increase, 
fluster, bend, agitate, impose 

relaxed: (adj) loose, slack, composed, 
calm, comfortable, easy, cool, at 
ease, informal, easygoing, happy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nervous, 
uncomfortable, stiff, anxious, 
formal, prim, strict, prudish, 
restless, haggard, reserved 

relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, 
keepsake; (n) token, trace, 
remainder, remains, antique, relict, 
vestige, remnant 

relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, 
alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) 
free, help, console, excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) burden, 
aggravate, exacerbate, harbor, 
enforce, include, upset, depress 

relieved: (adj) alleviated, thankful, 
mitigated, prominent, pleased, 
joyful, fresh, delighted, comfortable, 
cheerful, happy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
worried 

reluctantly: (adv) loathly, aversely, 
grudgingly, backwardly, hesitantly, 
reluctant, slowly, unenthusiastically, 
indisposedly, lothly, charily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) freely, 
wholeheartedly 

rely: (v) depend, count, lean, believe, 
bank, confide, entrust, reckon, trust, 
swear; (n, v) rest 

remainder: (n) excess, leftover, 
overplus, end, residue, oddment, 
balance, rest, surplus; (adj, n) 
remnant; (adv) after 

remark: (n, v) comment, notice, note, 
mention, regard, mind; (adj, n, v) 
observe; (v) perceive, mark, discern; 
(n) observation 

remarkably: (adj, adv) outstandingly, 
markedly, conspicuously, 
particularly, prominently; (adv) 
signally, uncommonly, surprisingly, 
extremely, wonderfully, curiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) normally, 
slightly, poorly, unexceptionally 

remarks: (n) commentary, 
explanation 

remedy: (n, v) cure, redress, heal, 
help, medicine, relief; (v) rectify, 
amend, relieve, correct; (n) drug. 
ANTONYM: (n) poison 

remembering: (n) recollection, recall, 
memory, identification, recognition, 
remember, association, connection, 

connexion, reminiscence, 
remembrance 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, 
memorial, recall, relic, monument, 
keepsake, reminiscence, recognition; 
(adj, n) memento 

reminiscences: (n) memoirs 
remitting: (adj) abating, having 

remissions, remittent, forgiving; (n) 
remittal 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness 

remote: (adj) aloof, inaccessible, 
outside, detached, faint, alien, 
unapproachable, secluded, far, 
foreign, isolated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
near, nearby, accessible, likely, 
strong, neighboring, central, close, 
friendly, relevant, approachable 

remotest: (adj) furthest, uttermost, 
endmost, extreme, last, utmost 

renaissance: (n) rebirth, revival, 
renewal, renascence, regeneration, 
second youth, instauration, 
resurrection, resurgence, restoration, 
renovation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disappearance, decline 

render: (v) interpret, explain, give, 
offer, furnish, pay, construe, return, 
provide, impart, translate 

renewal: (n) revival, renaissance, 
renovation, rehabilitation, 
restoration, reclamation, update, 
rebirth, reform, regeneration, 
innovation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deterioration, disappearance 

renewed: (adj) changed, born again, 
new, fresh, redintegrate, 
rehabilitated, transformed, 
regenerate, reformed, Renate 

rent: (n, v) breach, fissure, lease, let; 
(adj, n) cleft; (n) crevice, tear, crack, 
break; (v) charter, engage 

rents: (n) quad, board walk, close, 
embankment, esplanade, lane, 
parade, alley, place, Alameda, 
quadrangle 

reopen: (v) open, resume, restart, 
revive, resurrect, open up, pick up, 
regenerate, open again, take up, 
continue 

repair: (n, v) redress, mend, correct, 
cure, overhaul, fix; (v) patch, restore, 
doctor, renovate, compensate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) injure, arrive, 
wreck, worsen; (n) breaking, 
wrecking 

repeat: (v) copy, recapitulate, 

reduplicate, reiterate, rehearse, 
return, say, double, renew, iterate, 
duplicate 

repeated: (adj) continual, recurrent, 
frequent, persistent, repeat, double, 
habitual, chronic, again, common, 
continuous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
temporary, rare, unique, alternate, 
unusual, spasmodic 

replete: (adj) fraught, profuse, 
excessive, inordinate, exuberant, 
overmuch, satisfied; (v) fill, take, 
satiate, cloy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
hungry 

reporters: (n) the media, press 
repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 

(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation 

repression: (n) restraint, coercion, 
confinement, suppression, control, 
oppression, check, inhibition, 
despotism, cohibition, domination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) democracy, 
expression, liberty 

reproaching: (adj) opprobrious 
reproduction: (n) propagation, 

duplicate, copy, breeding, 
generation, multiplication, 
procreation, copying, facsimile; (adj, 
n) fake, imitation. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) natural; (n) original, decrease 

republican: (n) commoner, democrat, 
river, roturier, proponent, 
Republican River, proletary, 
proletaire, exponent, Mr; (adj) 
democratic 

republicans: (n) Tories, socialists 
repulsive: (adj) offensive, detestable, 

ugly, disagreeable, nauseous, 
hideous, loathsome, abhorrent; (adj, 
v) abominable, hateful, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, desirable, reputable, 
lovely, lovable, humane, appealing, 
laudable 

requiem: (n) lament, elegy, 
epicedium, threnody, song, funeral 
song, lamentation, plaint; (adj, n) 
coronach; (adj) nenia, deep death 
song 

rescue: (n, v) release, ransom, 
salvage; (n) deliverance, delivery, 
relieve; (v) extricate, recover, free, 
save, redeem. ANTONYMS: (n) 
involvement, loss, abandonment, 
downfall; (n, v) capture; (v) 
endanger, lose, aggravate 

rescued: (adj) saved, protected 
resemble: (v) seem, imitate, compare, 

correspond, to resemble, agree, look, 
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simulate; (adj) look like; (n) 
resemblance; (adv) alike 

resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
take offense, take umbrage, take 
exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v) 
welcome, wish, accept 

reservations: (n) reservation, 
uncertainties, cold feet, doubts, 
misgivings, qualms, worries 

reserve: (adj, v) save; (n) reservation, 
backup, modesty, bank; (adj, n) 
substitute; (v) keep back, maintain, 
book, withhold, appropriate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, 
friendliness, informality, 
approachability, arrogance, 
boldness, brashness; (v) show, use; 
(adj) active 

reserved: (adj, n) cold, distant, frigid; 
(adj) coy, reticent, diffident, bashful, 
aloof, retiring, quiet, shy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
forthcoming, uninhibited, relaxed, 
warm, communicative, talkative, 
free, definite, cordial, forward 

reside: (adj, v) inhabit, dwell; (v) 
exist, occupy, remain, live, belong, 
abide, lodge, populate, lie 

residential: (adj) residence, dwelling, 
urbanized, developed, urban. 
ANTONYM: (adj) business 

resign: (v) renounce, cede, relinquish, 
quit, give up, leave, abandon, drop, 
deliver, surrender, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accept, continue, 
retain, stay 

resigned: (adj) patient, acquiescent, 
yielding, pessimistic, abject, passive, 
forbearing, obedient; (adj, v) 
subdued; (v) bowed down, content. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resentful, 
optimistic, intolerant 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, 
hesitant, undecided 

resolve: (n, v) purpose; (v) determine, 
solve, decide, dissolve, decompose, 
settle; (n) determination, firmness, 
decision, resolution. ANTONYMS: 
(n) weakness, irresoluteness, 
vacillation, cowardice, flexibility, 
indecisiveness, indifference; (v) 
aggravate, complicate, exacerbate, 
waver 

resolved: (adj, v) resolute, firm, 
certain; (adj) fixed, definite, set, 

decided, conclusive, intent, solved, 
positive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undecided, flexible, irresolute, 
unconfirmed, uncertain 

respectable: (adj) considerable, 
decorous, fair, estimable, decent, 
honorable, good, proper, creditable, 
passable, honest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, small, sordid, scruffy, 
inadequate, unrespectable, paltry, 
discourteous, inappropriate, sinful, 
unacceptable 

respectably: (adv) creditably, 
decently, honorably, properly, 
appropriately, admirably, 
commendably, decorously, fitly, 
justly, becomingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indecently, disreputably, 
dishonorably 

respected: (adj) illustrious, 
respectable, honored, appreciated, 
dear, revered, valued, redoubtable, 
celebrated, glorious, famous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
unreliable, weak 

responsibilities: (n) responsibility, 
accountability, duty, errands, 
position, post, odd Jobs, household 
tasks, farm duties, everyday Jobs, 
tasks 

rested: (adj) comfortable 
restive: (adj) obstinate, edgy, fidgety, 

jittery, impatient, jumpy, intractable, 
restless, uptight, perverse; (adj, v) 
skittish. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
patient 

restore: (adj, v) repair, refresh; (v) 
mend, reinstate, renew, renovate, 
rejuvenate, replace, repay, fix, 
rehabilitate. ANTONYMS: (v) break, 
oust, neglect, confiscate, disrupt, 
move, kill, remove, worsen 

restored: (adj) new, healthy, 
comfortable, convalescent 

restrained: (adj) reserved, quiet, 
modest, temperate, discreet, limited, 
reasonable, subdued, unemotional, 
reticent, guarded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrestrained, open, flashy, 
immoral, ostentatious, wild, loud, 
theatrical, outgoing, extravagant, 
emotional 

restraints: (n) manacles, fetters, 
chains 

retain: (v) keep, reserve, preserve, 
have, maintain, continue, hold, 
employ, engage, hire, own. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expel, dismiss, 
release, relinquish, fire, destroy, lack 

retaining: (adj) retentive; (n) 
employment, reservation 

reticence: (n) reserve, reservation, 

uncommunicativeness, taciturnity, 
silence, reticency, restraint, secrecy, 
reservedness, muteness, humility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chattiness, 
honesty, nerve, boldness, openness, 
arrogance, brashness 

retire: (v) resign, retreat, withdraw, 
leave, abdicate, ebb, depart, turn in, 
fall back, hit the hay, go to bed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, enter 

retired: (adj) obscure, secluded, 
sequestered, solitary, emeritus, 
secret, lonely, withdrawn, 
superannuated, close; (adj, v) covert 

retort: (n, v) answer, return, riposte; 
(n) response, rejoinder, repartee, 
comeback; (v) respond, repay, 
rejoin, alembic 

retreat: (v) retire, withdraw, depart; 
(n) refuge, departure, asylum, den, 
lair, retirement; (n, v) resort, return. 
ANTONYMS: (n) raid, 
development, extension, arrival, 
company; (v) progress, remain 

retriever: (n) beagle, harrier, setter, 
spaniel, gun dog, pointer, document 
retriever, golden retriever 

returning: (adj) regressive, return, 
reversive, recurrent, coming back, 
ebbing, flowing back, new, newly 
appointed, newly elected, next. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) outgoing, 
unique, occasional 

reunion: (n) reconciliation, 
convention, assembly, homecoming, 
unification, reunification, 
appeasement, pacification, levee, 
gathering, uniting. ANTONYMS: (n) 
departure, segregation, incitement 

reunite: (v) reunify, unify, unite, 
merge, meet, gather, rejoin, 
integrate, rally, conciliate, assemble. 
ANTONYM: (v) split 

reveal: (v) divulge, expose, disclose, 
impart, betray, detect, convey, 
exhibit, display, discover, express. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, hide, 
cover, suppress, withhold 

revelations: (n) gospels, acts, 
apocalypse, Epistles 

revenge: (n) retribution, vengeance, 
reprisal, retaliation, repayment, 
grudge, punishment; (v) retaliate, 
repay, requite, vindicate 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor 

reverend: (n) preacher, clergyman, 
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parson, rector, vicar, pastor, priest, 
minister, churchman; (adj) 
respectable, honourable 

reversion: (n) relapse, atavism, 
regression, regress, return, reversal, 
lapse, inheritance, inversion, 
heritage, escheat 

revolt: (n, v) mutiny, rebellion, 
insurrection; (v) sicken, nauseate, 
rebel, repel, repulse, offend; (adj, v) 
shock; (n) uprising. ANTONYMS: 
(n) attraction; (v) please, delight 

revolted: (adj) sickened, sick, 
shocked, horrified, disgusted, 
appalled 

reward: (n, v) recompense, return, 
compensation, guerdon, wage, 
meed, prize, bribe; (v) repay, 
requite; (n) payment. ANTONYMS: 
(n) penalty, sentence; (v) dishonor, 
penalize 

rhine: (n) Joseph Banks Rhine, Rhein 
ribbons: (n) cavesson, hackamore, 

jaquima, lines, streamer, streamers, 
ticker tape, paper chain, decoration, 
decorations, bunting 

riddle: (n) mystery, conundrum, 
puzzle, problem, poser; (n, v) screen, 
sieve; (v) puncture, strain, filter, sift. 
ANTONYM: (n) explanation 

ride: (n, v) outing; (adj, v) bestride; 
(n) run, lift, jaunt; (v) mount, bait, 
float, rag, tease, harass 

riding: (n) ride, horseback riding, 
travel, hundred, tithing, soke, 
travelling, manege, athletics; (v) 
horsemanship; (adj) awheel 

rightly: (adv) correctly, rightfully, 
properly, accurately, appropriately, 
exactly, fitly, straightly, fairly, really; 
(adv, v) adequately. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) wrongly, inappropriately, 
incorrectly, immorally, unjustly, 
partially, sinfully, unfairly, falsely 

rigid: (adj) inflexible, hard, fixed, 
stiff, strict, austere, firm, set, tense, 
tight, tough. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flexible, soft, elastic, loose, nonrigid, 
limp, liberal, lenient, adaptable, 
irresolute, floppy 

rigidly: (adv) severely, sternly, 
strictly, firmly, stringently, 
unbendingly, rigorously, 
uncompromisingly, stubbornly, 
unyieldingly, strongly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) loosely, 
amenably 

ringing: (n) buzz, peal, resonance, 
ring, sound; (adj) reverberant, 
jingling, loud, resounding, tinkling, 
hollow 

rings: (n) ornaments, necklaces, 

jewels, costume jewelry, charms, 
bracelets 

riotous: (adj) disorderly, turbulent, 
boisterous, insubordinate, lawless, 
insurgent, tumultuous, rebellious, 
dissolute, profuse, profligate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, 
manageable, peaceful, tranquil, 
gentle, conventional 

rivet: (v) focus, concentrate, clinch, 
fascinate, center, absorb, engross, 
enthrall; (adj) nail, pin, clamp 

riveted: (adj) immovable, immobile, 
irremovable, rooted, wrapped up, 
intent; (v) wrapped in, engrossed in, 
rapt, absorbed, transfixed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) detached 

roach: (n) rotch , stub, dace, oriental 
cockroach, blackbeetle, oriental 
roach, Mexican Valium, giant 
cockroach, forget me drug, family 
Cyprinidae, dictyopterous insect 

roadway: (n) carriageway, track, 
pathway, path, highway, pavement, 
roadbed, way, stairway, runway, 
trail 

robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, 
fleeced, borrowed, bereft 

robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing 
freebootery; (n) theft 

rocks: (n) sunken rocks, family 
jewels, coral reef 

rocky: (adj) unstable, rough, shaky, 
craggy, stony, flinty, wobbly, 
difficult, unsteady, rugged, 
obdurate. ANTONYMS: (adj) flat, 
flexible, solid, stable, easy, firm 

roll: (n, v) list, wheel, curl, turn; (v) 
reel, enfold, revolve, wind; (n) 
revolution, register; (adj, n, v) twist. 
ANTONYM: (v) unwind 

rolling: (n) peal, curling, wheeling, 
rolling movement, finish rolling, 
pealing, crimping; (adj) resounding, 
rolled, tumbling, resonating 

romanist: (n) Catholic; (adj) Romish, 
Roman Catholic, papistic, papistical, 
papist, popish 

romantic: (adj) amorous, impractical, 
fanciful, quixotic, unrealistic, 
utopian, loving, amatory, fictitious; 
(adj, n) visionary, romanticist. 
ANTONYMS: (n) realist, classicist; 
(adj) commonplace, graphic, 
unromantic, unsentimental, 
unhappy, prosaic, disapproving, 
cool, realistic 

romantically: (adv) sentimentally, 
tenderly, visionarily, impractically, 
fancifully, amorously, 
extravagantly, lovingly, indulgently, 
affectionately, admiringly. 

ANTONYMS: (adv) unromantically, 
disapprovingly 

rook: (v) defraud, con, swindle, bilk, 
nobble, gyp, cheat, fleece, diddle, 
mulct; (n) crow 

rooted: (adj, v) fixed; (adj) ingrained, 
immovable, inveterate, firm, set, 
frozen, riveted, irremovable; (v) 
imbedded, posited 

roots: (n) heredity, family, origin, 
line, extraction, ancestry 

rope: (n, v) lasso, leash, tie, tape; (n) 
lariat, noose, hawser, line, string, 
cord, thread 

rosemary: (n) herb, thyme, Labiatae, 
rosmary, Rosmarinus, rosmarine, 
pot herbs, parsley, mint family, 
Lamiaceae, sage 

rotten: (adj, v) decayed, musty; (adj) 
foul, poor, fetid, lousy, putrid, off, 
ill, shabby, wretched. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fresh, superior, unrotten, good, 
incorruptible, honest, lovely, fair, 
great, respectful 

rottenness: (n) decay, putrescence, 
putridness, corruptness, 
putrefaction, putridity, depravity, 
degeneracy, filth, deterioration; (v) 
moldiness 

rotund: (adj) obese, chubby, round, 
plump, corpulent, circular, full, 
orotund, rounded, globular, 
overweight. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gangling, slim, thin 

roughly: (adv) coarsely, harshly, 
violently, rudely, unevenly, hardly, 
severely, crudely; (adj, adv) nearly; 
(adv, prep) about; (adj, adv, prep) 
just about. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
softly, gently, smoothly, exactly, 
finely, lovingly, precisely, well, 
evenly 

rounded: (adj) round, curved, 
circular, orbicular, full, globular, 
rotund, spherical, blunt, fat, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, sharp, 
bony, concave, angular, thin 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench 

rowing: (n) boating, athletics, dustup, 
quarrel, course; (adj) nautical 

royalty: (n) regality, payment, 
kingship, royal line, royal house, 
royal family, fee, tax, nobility, 
loyalty, majesty 

rubbed: (adj) polished, refined, terse, 
attrite, marked, accomplished, 
fretten 
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rubber: (n) overshoe, galosh, 
prophylactic, gum elastic, 
caoutchouc, eraser, condom, latex, 
ebonite, golosh; (v) rubberize 

rubens: (n) sir Peter Paul Rubens 
ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, 

n) downfall; (v) break, consume, 
demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation 

ruined: (adj, v) lost; (adj) dilapidated, 
desolate, broke, broken, bankrupt, 
finished, devastated, desolated, 
insolvent, spoiled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, pure, rich, whole 

ruining: (n) ruin, laying waste, 
devastation, wrecking, razing, 
damage, collapse, desolation, 
destruction, dilapidation; (adj) 
deleterious 

ruins: (n) debris, wreck, remains, 
remainder, carcass, wreckage, relics, 
rubbish, shell, remnants, hulk 

rumble: (n, v) murmur, roll, roar, 
grumble, mutter, bang, brawl, 
sound; (v) growl; (n) peal, noise 

rumour: (n, v) rumor; (n) hearsay, 
fame, news, story, reputation, 
scuttlebutt, tale; (v) bruit 

rush: (n, v) charge, flood, dash, flow, 
gush, race, run, speed, attack; (adj, 
n, v) burst; (n) onrush. 
ANTONYMS: (v) delay, dawdle, 
linger, wander, amble, hesitate, 
crawl, trickle; (n) shortage, 
slowness, unimportance 

rushed: (adj) hurried, rush, 
precipitate, rapid, unexpected, 
hassled, immediate, instant, 
instantaneous, quick, speedy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, slow, 
considered, gradual 

rushing: (adv) rushingly; (n) haste, 
hurry, hurrying, running, hastening, 
flush, movement; (adj) flowing, 
headlong, moving 

rusty: (adj) ancient, out of practice, 
intractable, old, corroded, deaf to 
reason, exceptious, cantankerous; 
(v) moldy, raw, mildewed 

rutting: (adj) estrous, horny, hot, 
randy 

sack: (v) plunder, dismiss, ransack, 
despoil, rob; (n, v) bag, discharge, 
fire; (n) pocket, sac, pouch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, detain 

sacrament: (n) token, penance, rite, 
ritual, liturgy, symbol, communion, 
baptism, Eucharist, confirmation, 

ceremony 
sacred: (adj) holy, hallowed, 

dedicated, consecrated, divine, 
religious, pious, spiritual, inviolable, 
blessed; (adj, v) solemn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) profane, 
unconsecrated, cursed, breakable 

sacrifice: (n, v) oblation, forfeit; (v) 
offer, immolate, offer up, give, give 
up, relinquish; (n) immolation, loss, 
forfeiture 

sacrilege: (n) profanity, profanation, 
violation, curse, defilement, 
sacrilegiousness, impiety, vulgarity; 
(adj, n) blasphemy, desecration; (v) 
violate. ANTONYMS: (n) piety, 
respectfulness, reverence, 
consecration 

sadden: (v) aggrieve, distress, pain, 
grieve, afflict, sad, hurt, oppress, 
dishearten, trouble, weigh down. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
gladden, please, cheer, comfort 

saddle: (v) charge, load, burden, 
encumber, adjure, bear down, 
blame; (n) pillion, seat, saddleback, 
bicycle seat. ANTONYM: (v) relieve 

sadly: (adv) pitifully, dolefully, 
unfortunately, mournfully, 
sorrowfully, woefully, dejectedly, 
pathetically, wretchedly, forlornly; 
(adj, adv) seriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cheerfully, contentedly, 
gladly, joyfully, fortunately, luckily, 
enthusiastically 

safely: (adv) surely, safe, certainly, 
cautiously, soundly, strongly, sure, 
steadily, harmlessly, unharmedly, 
unhurtly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harmfully, hazardously, loosely 

safeness: (n) security, characteristic, 
close custody 

sail: (n, v) cruise, float, voyage, sheet; 
(v) navigate, run, glide, drift, cross, 
sweep, travel. ANTONYM: (v) 
struggle 

saint: (v) canonize; (n) holy man, 
evangelist, apostle, jimdandy, 
jimhickey, crackerjack, holy person, 
ideal, apotheosis; (adj) sacred 

sainthood: (n) group, grouping 
saintly: (adj, adv) godly; (adj) 

saintlike, sacred, pious, angelic, 
sainted, religious, devout, beatific, 
righteous, divine. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sinful, unholy, wicked, secular 

sallow: (adj) pasty, pallid, bloodless, 
sickly, wan, ashen, fair, white, 
tawny, sandy; (n) osier. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, glowing 

salmon: (n) redfish, quisutsch, 
blackfish, Chinook, salmonid, 

orange, blue jack, salmon river, 
river, red salmon, red 

salvation: (n) redemption, rescue, 
delivery, preservation, savior, 
deliverance, liberation, expiation, 
propitiation; (adj, n) justification; 
(adj) conversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
damnation, destruction 

sandy: (adj) gritty, granular, 
sabulous, arenaceous, powdery, 
mealy, loose, farinaceous, dusty, 
sandy laverock, nimble. 
ANTONYM: (adj) argillaceous 

sarcastic: (adj) sharp, poignant, 
caustic, bitter, biting, pungent, acid, 
acrimonious, ironical; (adj, v) 
derisive, satirical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, pleasant, 
approving, kind, complimentary, 
mild, respectful 

satin: (adj) glossy, sleek, velvet, 
down, silky, silklike, silken, satiny, 
velure; (n) cloth, fabric 

satisfaction: (n, v) pleasure, 
gratification, contentment, content; 
(n) enjoyment, joy, complacency, 
amends, reparation, redress, 
recompense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
displeasure, discontent, aggravation, 
sorrow, dismay, anxiety 

satisfactorily: (adv, v) well, fully, 
rightly; (adv) sufficiently, 
satisfyingly, fairly, amply, enough, 
gratifyingly, competently, 
pleasingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unsatisfactorily, inadequately, 
intolerably, badly, negatively 

satisfied: (adj) happy, content, full, 
pleased, confident, complacent, 
persuaded, fulfilled; (adj, v) certain, 
sure; (v) convinced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frustrated, anxious, 
disgruntled, hungry, insistent, 
pensive, unsure, dissatisfied, 
ashamed 

satisfy: (v) please, persuade, meet, 
satiate, indulge, sate, appease; (adj, 
v) content, fill, suffice, do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) intensify, 
displease, disappoint, disgruntle, 
frustrate 

satisfying: (adj) satisfactory, pleasant, 
enjoyable, gratifying, pleasurable, 
welcome, good, comforting, hearty, 
delightful, satisfy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrewarding, disappointing, 
trying, light, frustrating, 
unwelcome, unflattering, 
insufficient, disagreeable 

saturnalia: (adj, n) debauch; (n) orgy, 
revelry, revel, riot, debauchery, 
drunken revelry; (adj) jollification, 
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carousal, drinking bout, Babel 
saved: (adj) protected, economized, 

rescued, blessed 
saving: (adj, n) frugal, economical; 

(adj) thrifty, save; (n) economy, 
conservation, salvation, rescue, 
preservation, cut, retrenchment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) extravagance, 
expenditure; (adj) spendthrift 

saviour: (n) deliverer, rescuer, savior, 
redeemer, Christ, saver, liberator, 
recoverer, messianic, Jesus Christ, 
Jesus 

scaffold: (n) frame, scaffolding, 
framework, foundation, gallows, 
stand, transom, summer, trave, 
Travis, stage 

scandal: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
gossip, outrage, discredit, rumor, 
infamy, disrepute, ignominy, 
detraction, shame 

scarf: (n) neckerchief, handkerchief, 
stole, necktie, cravat, kerchief, 
mantilla, shawl, wrap, tie, stock 

scarlet: (adj) crimson, ruddy, 
carmine, ruby, sanguine, rubicund, 
reddish, cerise; (n) vermilion, orange 
red, redness 

scent: (n, v) fragrance, smell, odor, 
essence, nose; (n) aroma, bouquet, 
redolence, odour; (adj, n) savor, 
flavor. ANTONYMS: (n) stench, 
stink 

schoolgirl: (n) girl, pupil, scholar, 
teenager, student, young woman, 
female child, lass, little girl, minor, 
miss 

scored: (adj) corroded 
scotch: (v) queer, bilk, thwart, chock, 

cross, foil, frustrate, notch, nick; 
(adj) Scots, economical 

scoundrel: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, 
blackguard, cad, villain, ruffian, 
miscreant, crook, rapscallion, varlet, 
scalawag 

scourge: (n) curse, blight, affliction, 
plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, 
flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) 
whip 

scramble: (v) clamber, beat, strive; (n, 
v) climb, struggle, bustle, jumble, 
scrabble, rush; (adj, n) hurry; (n) 
haste. ANTONYMS: (v) descend; (n) 
descent 

scrap: (n, v) fight, brawl, clash, 
quarrel, junk; (adj, n) remnant, 
fragment; (n) end, remainder, bit, 
piece. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
restore, preserve, adopt, insert; (n) 
chunk, lot 

scraping: (n) scrape, scratching, 
scratch, rub, sizing, rament, incision, 

mark, prick; (v) rubbing; (adj) 
grating 

scratch: (n, v) mark, graze, notch, 
scrape, nick, scrabble, dent, scar; (v) 
rub, chafe, rake. ANTONYM: (v) 
soothe 

scrawled: (adj) scribbled, hard to 
decipher, incomprehensible, written, 
unreadable, indecipherable, 
impossible to read 

screaming: (adv) screamingly; (n) 
shrieking, shriek, screeching, 
screech, vociferation; (adj) garish, 
loud, uproarious, showy, noisy 

scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense, 
sense of right and wrong, morality, 
ethical motive, principle, ethics, 
moral fiber, morals 

scullion: (n) cordon bleu, cook, chef 
de cuisine, servant, retainer, 
poltroon, cullion, Cinderella 

seal: (n, v) stamp; (v) plug, bar, caulk, 
stop, shut; (n) cachet, hallmark, 
imprint, signet; (adj) conclude. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) open; (v) unseal 

secrecy: (adj, n, v) privacy; (n) 
concealment, silence, confidentiality, 
darkness, seclusion, retirement, 
mystery, secretiveness, privateness, 
mum 

secretly: (adv) privately, 
confidentially, quietly, stealthily, 
surreptitiously, furtively, in secret, 
darkly, secretively, clandestinely, 
occultly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
publicly, deliberately, brazenly 

secrets: (n) secrecy 
sectarianism: (n) sectarism, bigotry, 

heresy, racism, churchism 
sedative: (n) depressant, downer, 

tranquilizer, Reseda; (adj) ataractic, 
ataraxic, anodyne, soothing, 
soporific, analgesic; (n, v) sleeping 
pill. ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, 
painful 

seduce: (v) lure, decoy, entice, allure, 
inveigle, persuade; (adj, n, v) 
debauch; (adj, v) fascinate, captivate; 
(n, v) tempt; (adj) bewitch 

seduced: (adj) profaned, infatuated, 
fascinated 

seducing: (adj) charming, fascinating 
sedulous: (adj) diligent, industrious, 

painstaking, laborious, studious, 
persevering, indefatigable, active, 
unremitting; (v) solicitous, at a loss 
for 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable, 
deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 

deep, inner 
seldom: (adj) scarce, rare, few, 

infrequent; (adv) occasionally, 
infrequently, uncommonly, hardly, 
scarcely, not often, once in a blue 
moon. ANTONYMS: (adv) often, 
seldom 

selected: (adj) chosen, preferred, 
choice, elected, elect, designate, 
premium, to be, designated, elite; 
(adj, n) best. ANTONYM: (adj) all 

self-consciousness: (n) 
embarrassment, inhibition 

selfish: (adj) mean, greedy, 
mercenary, egotistical, egotistic, 
egoistic, self-interested, stingy, 
egocentric, self-centered, covetous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) selfless, 
altruistic, generous, altruism, 
considerate, philanthropic, 
thoughtful, constructive, concerned, 
abstemious, kind 

selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 
greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 
selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 
generosity 

self-sacrifice: (n) martyrdom, 
renunciation 

sending: (n) forwarding, dispatch, 
transmission, transmittal, send, 
despatch, mailing, transport, 
dispatching, dispatchment, 
conveyance 

sensation: (n, v) feeling, impression, 
sense; (v) affection; (n) emotion, feel, 
perception, wonder, sensibility, 
sensitivity, thrill. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deadness, flop, dud, calm, failure 

senseless: (adj) foolish, mindless, 
preposterous, pointless, irrational, 
absurd, stupid, insensible, idiotic, 
fatuous, purposeless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) meaningful, wise, conscious, 
provoked, prudent, useful, 
worthwhile 

senses: (adj) sober senses, sound 
mind; (n) reason, mind, conception, 
consciousness, judgment, faculties, 
mother wit, right mind, sanity 

sensible: (adj) aware, sagacious, 
prudent, rational, judicious, 
perceptible, sane, wise, intelligent, 
appreciable, sage. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ludicrous, crazy, unreasonable, 
stupid, silly, ridiculous, reckless, 
idiotic, outrageous, imprudent, mad 

sensualist: (n) epicure, hedonist, 
voluptuary, gastronome, 
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cocksucker, bisexual, sensationalist, 
lecher, glutton, gourmet, rake 

sentiment: (n) emotion, mind, notion, 
feeling, persuasion, opinion, 
judgment, sense, judgement, 
attitude, impression 

sentimental: (adj) maudlin, mushy, 
romantic, tender, soft, mawkish, 
schmaltzy, sappy, schmalzy, 
bathetic, slushy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hardhearted, cool 

sentimentalism: (v) demureness, 
minauderie, mock modesty, 
prudery; (n) sentiment, 
emotionalism, sentimentality, sob 
story, virtuosity 

sentimentalist: (n) soul, somebody, 
someone, human, individual, 
mortal, person, romantic 

sentimentality: (n) bathos, sentiment, 
sentimentalism, sentimental, 
emotionalism, emotionality, feeling, 
schmaltz, tenderness, insincere 
pathos, mushiness 

sentimentally: (adv) romanticly, 
romantically, gushingly, mushily, 
slushily, effusively, softly, 
maudlinly, silly, tenderly, 
mawkishly 

separated: (adj, prep) separate, 
isolated, disjoined, distinct; (adj, 
adv) apart; (adj) detached, divided, 
disjointed, free, disjunct, discrete. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attached, 
connected 

separating: (v) parting, partible; (n) 
division, separation, severance, 
unscrambling, unraveling, removal; 
(adj) separated, disjoining, 
graduating 

separation: (n) disjunction, 
detachment, disunion, seclusion, 
disconnection, rift, isolation, 
divorce, parting, departure; (n, v) 
division. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unification, closeness, marriage, 
union, unity, connection, bond, 
integration, synthesis, inclusion, 
meeting 

sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, 
monument, repository, crypt, 
sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, 
bier; (v) inter, bury 

serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 
placid, composed, impassive, clear, 
pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, 
anxious, noisy, nervous, impatient, 
excitable, scatterbrained, harsh, 
boisterous, excited, disturbed 

serenity: (n) quiet, peace, calm, 
quietness, equanimity, calmness, 

quietude, repose; (adj, n) 
composure, tranquility, placidity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, uproar, 
chaos, anger, panic, bustle, 
disturbance, impatience, turbulence, 
turmoil 

servant: (n) manservant, domestic, 
lackey, maid, employee, flunkey, 
retainer, boy, footman, flunky, 
menial. ANTONYMS: (n) master, 
mistress 

servants: (n) staff, suite 
serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 

handy, profitable, beneficial, 
effective, useful, convenient, 
efficient, operative, practicable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impractical, 
unusable, unserviceable, useless, 
flimsy, worthless 

settle: (adj, n, v) fix, establish, 
confirm; (n, v) place, set; (v) resolve, 
clarify, pay, regulate, adjudicate, 
agree. ANTONYMS: (v) float, 
wander, prolong, owe, bungle, 
open, provoke, rise, weaken, 
worsen, complicate 

settled: (adj) definite, set, firm, 
permanent, certain, calm, 
established, decided, formed, 
defined, finished. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsettled, exciting, temporary 

settling: (n) settlement, subsidence, 
defecation, dregs, clearing, sinking, 
dreg, remission, cave in; (adj) 
determining, definitive 

seventeen: (n) large integer 
seventy: (n) large integer 
severed: (adj) cut off, cut, broken, 

separate, Severn, disconnected, rent 
off, disrupt, disengaged, torn, 
disrupted 

shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, 
tint, color, cloud; (n) ghost, hue, 
blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 
clarify, expose 

shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 
shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unshaded 

shades: (n) shade, sunglasses, dark 
glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
awning, roller blind, eyeglasses 

shadow: (n) ghost, darkness, 
apparition, follower, gloom, 
reflection; (n, v) eclipse, trace, tail, 
hint; (v) follow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
brighten, lead; (n) brightness, pallor 

shadows: (n) dark, darkness, night, 
dimness, dusk, fogginess, mistiness, 
gloom, cloudiness. ANTONYM: (n) 

brightness 
shadowy: (adj) indistinct, misty, 

dark, faint, obscure, hazy, gloomy, 
vague, shady, insubstantial, dusky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, palpable, 
light, distinct, open 

shake: (n, v) jolt, beat, jar, quiver, 
wave; (v) agitate, excite, disturb; 
(adv, v) brandish; (adj, v) quake, 
totter. ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, 
steady 

shaking: (adj, n) quivering, tremor, 
jarring; (n) quiver, palpitation, 
quake; (adj) quaking, shaky, flutter, 
unsteady, shivering 

shallows: (n) shelf, shoals 
shambling: (n) walking, make, 

shuffling; (adj) awkward, 
blundering, clumsy, ungraceful, 
graceless, inelegant, ungainly, 
tightfisted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
graceful 

shame: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
discredit, humiliate, degrade, 
chagrin; (n) humiliation, modesty, 
scandal, insult; (v) abash. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pride, 
glorification, making, worthiness; 
(v) acknowledge, glorify, respect, 
dignify 

sharks: (n) Elasmobranchii, rays, 
Selachii, subclass Elasmobranchii, 
subclass Selachii 

sharply: (adj, adv) piercingly, 
harshly, penetratingly; (adv) keenly, 
severely, abruptly, trenchantly, 
shrewdly, bitingly, cuttingly, 
bitterly. ANTONYMS: (adv) gently, 
kindly, sweetly, politely, gradually, 
pleasantly 

shaved: (adj) shave, lacking hair, 
hairless, beardless, shiny on top, 
bald, smooth on top, whiskerless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unshaven 

shed: (v) discard, drop, moult, 
scatter, exuviate, molt, cast off, 
dismiss; (n) shack, hut, cabin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) keep, cover; (adj) 
persistent 

sheep: (n) goat, ram, tup, ewe, cattle, 
follower, Bovidae, stock, simple, 
simpleton, family Bovidae 

sheer: (adj) pure, filmy, bold, 
transparent, gauzy, simple, 
diaphanous, gossamer; (adj, n) 
complete, mere, perfect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thick, gentle, 
opaque, heavy, gradual, robust, 
partial 

sheets: (n) rain, bed linen 
sheltered: (adj) secure, comfortable, 

screened, safe, secluded, cozy, snug, 
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covered, shaded; (adj, v) private; (v) 
covert. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, sunny, exposed, public, 
harsh, bleak 

sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 
protection, motherly; (n) housing 

shield: (n, v) shelter, screen, cover, 
guard, safeguard, buffer; (v) 
preserve, secure, defend, hide; (n) 
protection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
danger, exposure; (v) endanger, 
attack, reveal 

shielding: (adj) covering, protecting, 
overspreading, caring, defending, 
defensive, overhanging; (n) 
screening, shadowing, protection, 
bird strike armouring 

shiftless: (adj) lazy, idle, helpless, 
improvident, feckless, irresponsible, 
inefficient, incapable, ineffective; 
(adj, v) thriftless; (v) unthrifty. 
ANTONYM: (adj) keen 

shifty: (adj) evasive, untrustworthy, 
deceitful, slippery, tricky, sneaky, 
sly, dishonest, unreliable, crooked, 
elusive. ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
aboveboard, aggressive, honest, 
straight, clear, loyal, reputable, 
direct 

shilling: (n) York shilling, Tanzanian 
shilling, British shilling, Kenyan 
shilling, Ugandan shilling, Somalian 
shilling, dock, cork, farthing, coin, 
cheat 

shining: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
lustrous, radiant, glossy, luminous, 
glorious, glowing; (adj, n) lucid, 
resplendent, clear; (v) shine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, pale, 
blemished 

shirt: (n) Jersey, chemise, blouse, hair 
shirt, dress shirt, evening shirt, polo 
shirt 

shivering: (adj) quivering, shaking, 
trembling, shaky, quaking, 
tremulous, shuddering, chilled; (n) 
chill, cold, shiver. ANTONYM: (adj) 
composed 

shoelace: (n) cord, lacing, shoestring, 
shoe string, shoe lace, tie, latchet, 
bootlace, string, line, rope 

shoot: (v) discharge, flash, drive, 
dart, dash, send, photograph; (n) 
scion, branch; (n, v) sprout, hunt. 
ANTONYM: (v) trickle 

shooting: (v) shoot, hunting, 
coursing; (n) gunfire, killing, 
gunshot, shot, murder; (adj) sharp, 
acute, piercing 

shortest: (adj) direct, brusk, brusque, 
choleric, curt, directer, hotheaded, 
least, irascible, lowest, most direct 

shouts: (n) cries 
shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, 

howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, 
caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) 
sigh 

shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, 
frisson; (v) flutter 

shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, 
shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n) 
cold sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, 
shaky, jumpy, quaking, shivery, 
bumpy. ANTONYM: (adj) smooth 

shuffling: (n) shuffle, evasion, 
shambling, make, shamble; (adj) 
evasive, moral turpitude, milling, 
laxity, abjection; (n, v) prevarication 

shutter: (n, v) close, shade; (n) 
curtain, shut, blind, window, 
skylight, deadlight, lid, louver, 
jalousie 

shuttlecock: (n) badminton, 
battledore and shuttlecock, bird, 
birdie, razzing, raspberry, hoot, hiss, 
fowl, doll, dame 

sick: (adj) ill, queasy, poorly, ailing, 
weary, diseased, sickly, morbid; 
(adj, v) indisposed, unwell; (adj, n) 
invalid. ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, 
fond, wholesome 

sickening: (adj) revolting, nauseous, 
offensive, repulsive, foul, 
nauseating, noisome, obnoxious, 
loathsome, repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
pleasant, delightful, wholesome, 
light, appealing, wonderful 

sickness: (n, v) disease, indisposition, 
malady, disorder, distemper, 
ailment; (n) complaint, qualm, 
nausea, disgust, queasiness 

sidewalk: (n) footpath, path, walk, 
footway, flags, trottoir, pathway, 
causeway, walkway, curbside, 
doorstep 

sideways: (adj) side, crabwise, 
crosswise, indirect; (adv) obliquely, 
laterally, sidelong, sideway, 
sidewise, sidewards; (adj, adv) 
aslant. ANTONYMS: (adj) level, 
direct; (adv) across 

sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; 
(v) breathe, languish, pine; (n) 
breath, wail, whimper, whine, 
suspiration 

signal: (n, v) omen, gesture, presage, 
wave, alert; (n) indication, flag, 
alarm; (v) indicate; (adj, n) salient, 

prominent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inconspicuous, ordinary 

silently: (adv) mutely, stilly, quietly, 
noiselessly, soundlessly, taciturnly, 
wordlessly, secretly, speechlessly, 
placidly, tacitly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loudly, audibly, openly, brazenly 

silhouette: (n) contour, outline, 
shape, form, figure, circuit, lines 
tournure, ambit, perimeter, 
periphery; (n, v) shade 

silk: (adj) silky, down, silken, velure, 
velvet; (n) silks, satin, cloth, animal 
fiber, fabric, dental floss 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough 

sill: (n) ledge, threshold, doorstep, 
rung, step, round, stone, 
cornerstone, sole, window sill, 
windowsill 

silly: (adj) ridiculous, absurd, 
childish, fatuous, irrational, 
frivolous, idiotic, preposterous, 
unreasonable; (adj, n) fool; (n) 
imbecile. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mature, wise, rational, clever, 
advisable, profound, reasonable, 
responsible, significant 

silver: (n) money, gold, bullion, 
precious Metals; (adj) silvery, 
argent, white, silvern, gray, neutral 
tint; (v) plate 

simile: (n) figure of speech, analogy, 
comparison, compare, resemblance, 
likeness, similarity, allegory, 
similitude, parable; (adj) metalepsis 

simpleness: (n) simplicity, ease, 
restraint, chasteness, easiness, 
quality, simple mindedness 

sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) 
genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, 
serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, 
n) cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insincere, dishonest, guarded, 
flippant, affected, disingenuous, 
hypocritical, cunning, unfaithful, 
unenthusiastic, unbelievable 

sincerely: (adv) candidly, honestly, 
really, genuinely, heartily, openly, 
earnestly, simply, truly, seriously, 
unreservedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
dishonestly, affectedly, flippantly, 
jokingly, untruthfully, 
unenthusiastically, pretentiously, 
mildly 

sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, 
iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, 
immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, 
unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
virtuous, moral, right, pure 
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singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 
odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, 
uniquely, unusually, curiously, 
rarely, uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, 
adv) remarkably 

sinister: (adj) dark, forbidding, black, 
menacing, wicked, baleful, 
threatening, malevolent, malign, 
inauspicious, vicious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) innocent, hospitable, good, 
normal, favorable 

sink: (n, v) sag, dip; (v) decline, fall, 
set, descend, drop, fell, subside, 
settle; (adj, n, v) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rise, float, 
improve, increase, recover, drift, 
ascend, raise 

sinking: (n) sinkage, settling, fall, 
descent, foundering, depression, 
immersion, submersion, 
submergence; (v) decrease, decline. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rising 

sinning: (n) sin, hell, evildoing, 
original sin, mortal sin; (adj) errant, 
corrupt, faulty, morbid, peccant, evil 

sioux: (n) Catawba, catawbas, 
dakotas, Iowas, Siouan, Siouan 
language 

sisters: (n) sistren 
sixpence: (n) bender, coin, teston, 

testern 
sixteen: (n) large integer 
sized: (adj) pasted 
skies: (n) heavens, firmament, 

expanse 
skilled: (adj) expert, practiced, 

experienced, skillful, clever, 
accomplished, able, dexterous, 
competent, proficient, old. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incompetent, 
inexperienced, unskilled, amateur, 
inaccurate, clumsy, bad, untrained, 
unqualified, unlearned 

skinned: (adj) scraped, dartos, 
frustrated, raw, scratched, sensitive, 
sore, tender, painful 

skins: (n) cash, folding money 
skip: (n, v) bound, leap, hop, caper, 

trip; (v) dance, bounce, prance, 
skim; (adj, v) miss; (n) omission. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attend, trudge, 
include 

slack: (adj, v) loose, lax, remiss, slow, 
dull; (adj) indolent, negligent, idle, 
flaccid, limp, baggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) strict, taut, thorough, brisk, 

diligent, attentive, upright, prompt, 
meticulous; (v) tighten; (n) tautness 

slackening: (n) relaxation, reduction, 
lessening, slack, abatement, ease, 
easing, alleviation, ebb, laxation; 
(adj) lentando. ANTONYM: (n) 
intensification 

slang: (n) lingo, cant, vernacular, 
argot, dialect, patois, language; (v) 
put one over, put one across, put on, 
dupe 

slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 
diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 
aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, direct 

slate: (n) list, platform, plank; (v) 
condemn, paper, papyrus, 
parchment, foolscap, chide, 
lambaste, intend 

sleeping: (adj) asleep, inactive, latent, 
sleepy, vegetive, vegetative; (n) 
dormancy, noctambulism, 
quiescence, quiescency, short sleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active; (n) 
waking 

slender: (adj, v) lean, meager; (adj) 
little, thin, fine, lithe, slight, delicate, 
lissom, flimsy, faint. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stocky, fat, wide, considerable, 
short, substantial, good, adequate, 
stout, thick 

slice: (n, v) share, part, slash, gash, 
chip; (n) section, piece, bit, morsel, 
slab; (v) carve 

slight: (adj, adv) light; (adj) thin, 
flimsy, slender, fragile, petty, little; 
(adv, n, v) neglect; (n, v) insult, 
scorn; (v) ignore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considerable, major, obvious, 
thickset, severe, wide, fat, intense, 
heavy, likely; (v) acknowledge 

slightest: (adj) minimal, first, smallest 
amount 

slim: (adj, v) thin; (adj) slight, 
narrow, lean, remote, fine, skinny, 
tiny, meager; (v) reduce, lose 
weight. ANTONYMS: (adj) heavy, 
hefty, plump, stocky, wide, 
considerable, substantial, strong, 
stout; (v) gain 

slipping: (n) skidding, slippage; (adj) 
slithering, gliding, down, labent 

slips: (n) pad 
slouched: (adj) slumped 
slouching: (adj) clumsy, gross, rough, 

rude, rugged, awkward, slouchy, 
rickety, slumped 

smack: (adv, n, v) slap, bang; (n, v) 
savor, knock, kiss, hit, buss, wallop; 
(n) flavor, blow; (adj, n) dash 

smart: (adj, n) sharp, quick, bright; (n, 

v) pain; (adj) shrewd, crafty, sly, 
dapper, prompt, astute, intelligent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stupid, scruffy, 
unkempt, dim, shabby, slow, naive, 
unfashionable, unstylish, 
unintelligent, thick 

smash: (n, v) crash, hit, bang, clash, 
knock; (v) shatter, crush, mash, 
break, defeat, ruin. ANTONYMS: 
(v) mend, preserve; (n) flop 

smashed: (adj) drunk, inebriated, 
intoxicated, broken, sloshed, 
plastered, crushed, tipsy, blotto, 
besotted, tight 

smelling: (n) smell, flavor, scent, 
olfactory modality, sensing, sense of 
smell; (adj) redolent, scented, 
odorous, stinking, rotten 

smiling: (adv) smilingly; (adj) bright, 
cheerful, jolly, joyful, of good cheer, 
twinkly, fair, sunny; (n) grinning, 
grin. ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, 
gloomy 

smilingly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
brightly, cheerfully, jolly, joyfully, 
laughingly 

smoking: (n) fume, marijuana, 
respiration, roll of tobacco, sens; (v) 
candent, ebullient, glowing; (adj) 
smoky, rabid; (adv) on a roll 

smooth: (adj, v) quiet, level, facilitate; 
(adj) calm, oily, facile, fluent, 
flowing, flat, fluid, graceful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, uneven, 
wrinkled, peeling, jerky, ridged, 
flaking, abrasive, coarse, prickly; (v) 
wrinkle 

snake: (n) serpent, ophidian, viper, 
constrictor, hydra, elapid; (v) wind, 
twist, curl, weave; (n, v) sneak 

snakes: (n) Ophidia, suborder 
Serpentes, subclass Lepidosauria, 
suborder Ophidia, Lepidosauria 

snap: (v) bite, nip, snarl; (adj, v) 
break; (n, v) photograph, fracture, 
clack, go; (n) pushover, picnic, catch. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) roundabout, 
considered 

snapped: (adj) torn 
sneer: (n, v) deride, jeer, scorn, flout, 

ridicule, scoff, mock, leer, grimace, 
gird; (n) smirk 

soaking: (adj, adv) sopping; (adj) wet, 
soaked, sodden, saturated, soggy; 
(n) soak, dip, sousing, souse; (adv, 
v) dripping. ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

so-and-so: (n) somebody 
soap: (v) bribe, grease, oil, wheedle, 

cajole, flatter; (n) cleanser, soap 
opera, sope, soap fire brick, stipend 

sobbing: (adj) crying, weeping, 
weepy, tearful; (n) lamentation, 

  



Ford Madox Ford 287

shortness of breath, shit, prick, 
motherfucker, tear, lament 

sober: (adj, v) grave, sedate; (adj) 
sane, earnest, quiet, solemn, 
moderate, modest, serene, dull, 
somber. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intoxicated, unrestrained, drunk, 
playful, sensational, emotional, 
cheerful, frivolous, funny, muddled, 
delirious 

soberness: (n) sobriety, abstinence, 
moderation, seriousness, graveness, 
gravity, temperance, 
abstemiousness, solemnity, severity, 
earnestness 

sobriety: (n) temperance, seriousness, 
soberness, graveness, abstinence, 
earnestness, composure, sedateness, 
staidness; (adj, n) gravity; (adj) 
rationality. ANTONYMS: (n) excess, 
drunkenness, flippancy 

sofa: (n) couch, lounge, divan, bench, 
davenport, seat, squab, chair, form, 
convertible, daybed 

softly: (adv) quietly, mildly, lightly, 
tenderly, delicately, gently, soft, 
quiet, silently, kindly, slowly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hoarsely, 
roughly, loudly, clearly, harshly, 
forte, severely, strongly, heavily, 
convincingly, brightly 

softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 
flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness, 
faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness 

solar: (adj) heliacal, sunny, solars, 
sunlight, suns, the sun, planetary, 
lunar, astral, astronomical, 
astrophysical 

soldier: (n) warrior, fighter, 
serviceman, champion, ranker, 
military personnel, swordsman, 
trooper, cavalryman, guardsman, 
janissary 

soldiering: (n) goldbricking, slacking, 
shirking, soldiership, skill, 
accomplishment, escape, evasion, 
dodging, attainment, acquisition 

sole: (n) bottom, flounder, base; (adj) 
single, singular, one, exclusive, 
individual, only, alone, solitary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) common 

solely: (adj, adv) exclusively, merely, 
only, alone, barely; (adv) just, but, 
entirely, wholly, purely, completely 

solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 

ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
flippantly 

solicitor: (n) counsel, advocate, 
barrister, attorney, petitioner, 
counselor, factor, applicant, bailiff, 
secretary, clerk 

solidarity: (n) community, 
cooperation, sodality, unity, 
unanimity, friendship, body, 
consensus, cohesion, oneness, 
harmony. ANTONYM: (n) discord 

solitarily: (adv) forlornly, desolately, 
lonesomely, reclusely, uniquely, 
singlely, lonely, desertedly, 
individually, solely, onely 

solitary: (adj) forlorn, only, alone, 
single, lonely, lone, sole, 
unaccompanied, isolated; (adj, n) 
recluse; (n) hermit. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sociable, combined, common, 
outgoing 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness 

sooner: (adj, adv) rather, earlier, 
before, preferably, instead; (adv) 
first, before now, faster, previously, 
beforehand; (adj) prior 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upset, irritate, aggravate, annoy, 
intensify, worry, enrage, scare, 
provoke, incite, disturb 

soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 
pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) 
sadness, misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice 

sorts: (n) varieties, sorting, running 
pi, batter 

soul: (n) creature, human, person, 
personification, ghost, individual, 
mind, essence, life, self; (adj, n) 
heart. ANTONYMS: (n) surface, 
body 

sounded: (adj) measured, oral 
sovereign: (n) ruler, king, lord, 

emperor; (adj) independent, 
autonomous, imperial, royal, free, 
regal; (adj, n) prince. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dependent, ineffective, useless 

sovereigns: (n) crowned heads, 
royals, royalty 

spaces: (n) seats, seating 
spanish: (n) Spanish people, romance 

language, Castilian 
spare: (adj, v) free, reserve, save, thin; 

(adj) slender, slight, additional, lean; 
(adj, n) extra, excess; (v) exempt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortfall, original; 
(adj) principal, fat, basic, abundant, 
stout; (v) need, include 

spark: (n, v) flicker, flash, gleam, 
glint, glitter; (n) light, glimmer, arc, 
flame, fire; (v) activate 

speaks: (n) talks 
spectacle: (n) scene, pageant, display, 

exhibition, phenomenon, 
appearance, spectacles, view, 
wonder; (n, v) sight, parade. 
ANTONYM: (n) understatement 

spectacular: (adj) dramatic, 
sensational, amazing, salient, 
impressive, fabulous, striking, 
stunning, prodigious, stupendous, 
scenic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressive, dire, gradual, 
humdrum, meager 

spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, 
shade, phantom, apparition, ghost, 
spook, wraith, revenant, terror, 
eidolon 

speculation: (n) guess, venture, 
reflection, meditation, guesswork, 
gamble, supposition, theory, 
surmise, adventure, conjecture. 
ANTONYM: (n) fact 

spelling: (n) misspelling, spell, 
orthograph 

spike: (n) pin, barb, ear, needle, 
prickle; (adj, n) point; (v) pierce, 
nail, transfix, spear, lace 

spiked: (adj) laced, thorny, sharp, 
spiky, peaked, jagged, firm, 
ensiform, altered, alcoholic, acute 

spinney: (n) coppice, brush, thicket, 
brushwood, grove, Holt, brake, 
park, bush, bocage, weald 

spiritedly: (adv) sprightly, lively, 
vigorously, friskily, gaily, resolutely, 
gamely, energetically, ardently, 
mettlesomely, quickly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) feebly 

spiritual: (adj) religious, holy, 
immaterial, incorporeal, pious, 
ethereal, mental, psychic, divine, 
metaphysical, unworldly. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) physical, 
worldly, secular, earthly, tangible, 
uncommitted 

spirituality: (n) inwardness, 
incorporeity, church property, 
otherworldliness, benefice, religion, 
spiritualty, beneficiary, devoutness, 
belongings, religious studies 

spit: (v) drizzle, expectorate, sprinkle, 
spew, drool, spike, spatter; (n) 
broach, saliva, cape; (n, v) skewer 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

spitting: (n) spiting, expectoration, 
ejection, sizzle, projection, forcing 
out, expulsion, saliva 

splash: (n, v) spatter, dash, plash, 
spot, splatter, drop; (v) spill, slop, 
slosh, moisten, lap 

splendid: (adj, n, v) illustrious, 
glorious; (adj) gorgeous, beautiful, 
royal, gallant, proud; (adj, n) 
magnificent, noble, grand; (adj, v) 
brilliant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressive, modest, humble, 
ordinary, undistinguished, meager, 
awful, dire, lowly, inglorious, 
shabby 

split: (adj, n, v) break, cut; (n, v) rip, 
rupture, fracture, slit, tear, burst, 
divorce; (v) divide, separate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) join, unite, merge, 
converge, combine; (n) union, unity, 
marriage, convergence, closure; (n, 
v) mend 

spoil: (n, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, 
deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, 
damage, injure, harm, indulge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) improve, 
conserve, enliven, help, abuse, 
beautify, deny, neglect, correct, 
respect, clean 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled 

spoilt: (adj) spoiled, blighted, be 
stunted, destroyed, unsound, 
corrupt, disordered, reproduced 
fraudulently, defective, defiled, big 

spontaneously: (adv) naturally, 
unaffectedly, impromptu, willingly, 
gratuitously, instinctively, 
impulsively, ad lib, easily; (adj, adv) 
freely, ad libitum. ANTONYM: 
(adv) deliberately 

sportsman: (n) athlete, shikari, 

player, jock, sportswoman, 
fisherman, huntsman, gamester, 
play, hunter, reveler 

sportsmanship: (n) equity 
spotless: (adj) faultless, clean, 

innocent, pure, guiltless, flawless, 
chaste, perfect, impeccable, 
unblemished, stainless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dirty, messy, 
blemished, filthy, soiled, shameful, 
tainted, guilty, blameworthy, 
impure, imperfect 

spots: (n) damp, drifter, floater, 
floating policy, muscae volitantes, 
Musca volitans 

sprawled: (adj) sprawling 
spreading: (n) dissemination, 

propagation, dispersion, circulation, 
spread, dispersal, extension, scatter, 
distribution; (adj) scattering, 
diffusing 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation 

spur: (n) inducement, incentive, 
impulse, stimulus; (n, v) prod, prick, 
incite, prompt; (v) provoke, impel, 
animate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discouragement, disincentive, 
deterrent; (v) calm, delay, inhibit 

spying: (n) detection, spotting, espial, 
catching, discovery, maculation, 
intelligence activity, signal 
detection, sensing, contracting, 
intelligence 

squeak: (n, v) screech, shriek, scream, 
peep, yell, howl, chirp, cheep; (v) 
creak, screak, scrape 

stability: (n) durability, firmness, 
poise, permanence, equilibrium, 
solidity, security, balance, 
stableness, strength, endurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unsteadiness, 
inconstancy, fluctuation, upheaval, 
softness, interruption, flimsiness, 
inconsistency, imbalance 

stable: (adj, adv) firm; (adj) reliable, 
stationary, fixed, fast, lasting, 
constant, durable, secure, solid, 
sound. ANTONYMS: (adj) shaky, 
wobbly, dangerous, volatile, 
precarious, rickety, tenuous, 
temperamental, fickle, temporary; 
(adv) loosely 

stake: (n, v) risk, chance, venture, bet, 
wager, post, pole, gamble, support; 
(n) interest, shaft 

stakes: (n) stake, ante, wager, kitty, 
jackpot, pool, pot, gamble, prize, 
interest, fence 

stallion: (n) entire horse, jennet, 
horse, hart, genet, gander, dog, cock, 
buck, boar, bayard 

stamped: (adj) beaten, marked, 
pressed, printed; (v) fixed, engraved 

stands: (n) bleachers, stood, 
grandstand, standing, stop, covered 
stand, standpoint, stall, sales booth, 
reviewing stand, rack 

staple: (n, v) nail, pin, tack; (n) raw 
material, material, stuff; (adj, n) 
basic; (adj) fundamental, central, 
main; (v) hook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undo; (adj) minor 

stare: (n, v) gaze, look; (v) gape, glare, 
peer, squint, goggle, see, outface; (n) 
regard, contemplation. ANTONYM: 
(v) glance 

startled: (adj) dumbfounded, 
dismayed, distressed, aghast, 
frightened, astonished, amazed, 
terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded 

starved: (adj) famished, starving, 
ravenous, meager, emaciated, 
malnourished, thin, esurient, 
hungerly, lean, starveling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) healthy 

starving: (adj) famished, hungry, 
malnourished, voracious, skinny, 
undernourished, thin, empty, 
peckish; (adj, v) starved; (n) 
starvation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
satiated, healthy 

stated: (adj) set, declared, explicit, 
regular, certain, established, settled, 
avowed, alleged, definite; (adv) 
given 

stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 
majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boisterous, humble, modest, lowly 

staying: (n) stays, arrest; (adj) 
continual, old, left 

steadfast: (adj, v) solid, firm, 
permanent, loyal, fast, fixed, 
immovable, faithful; (adj) resolute, 
determined, steady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irresolute, disloyal, unreliable, 
undependable, uncommitted, weak, 
transient, fickle, compliant, 
acquiescent, inconstant 

steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
unwaveringly, resolutely, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
determinedly, faithfully, 
persistently, permanently, 
staunchly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unreliably, irresolutely, unfaithfully 

steadily: (adv) constantly, stably, 
regularly, fixedly, strongly, 
continually, steadfastly, uniformly, 
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tightly, calmly, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unsteadily, 
nervously, loosely, weakly, rapidly, 
suddenly, excitedly, haphazardly, 
inconsistently, unevenly 

steady: (adj, v) steadfast, even, 
secure, resolute, regular, calm, 
sedate; (adj, adv) stable; (adj) 
constant, continual, fixed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shaky, wobbly, 
intermittent, unreliable, irregular, 
fluctuating, inconsistent, 
unbalanced, unstable, unfaithful; 
(adv) unsteadily 

stealing: (n) pilferage, larceny, theft, 
steal, burglary, misappropriation, 
embezzlement, stolen, thievery, 
pilfering, thieving 

steamer: (n) steamship, boat, liner, 
ship, Mya Arenaria, steam engine, 
sports car, roadster, clam, paddle 
steamer, cruise ship 

steel: (n) blade, brand, foil, sword, 
case harden; (n, v) nerve, brace, 
fortify; (adj) iron, adamant; (v) 
temper 

steeping: (n) steeping treatment, 
alum cake, maceration 

stem: (n) root, bow, branch, stalk, 
bole, stick, shank, handle; (v) 
originate, block, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
accelerate 

stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen 
stepping: (n) steps 
sterile: (adj) infertile, barren, effete, 

antiseptic, futile, vain, poor, arid, 
aseptic; (adj, v) fruitless; (v) 
abortive. ANTONYMS: (adj) fertile, 
unhygienic, dirty, productive, 
fruitful, exciting, creative 

steward: (n) flight attendant, waiter, 
keeper, warden, attendant, curator, 
caretaker, administrator, janitor, 
chamberlain, stewardess 

stewardess: (n) hostess, flight 
attendant, steward, birdman, 
attendant, test pilot, glider pilot, 
navigator, flier, pilot, aviator 

stewards: (n) administration 
sticking: (n) soldering, adhesion; 

(adj) adhering, clinging, glutinous, 
viscous, stuck, projected, tenacious, 
closefisted, cohesive 

sticks: (n) backwoods, firewood, 
frontier, outskirts, suburb, town, 
wilderness, brushwood, high sticks; 
(adj) distant 

stiff: (adj) hard, formal, inflexible, 
difficult, rigorous, numb, firm, 
sturdy; (adj, n) stark, severe; (n) 
corpse. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 

supple, flexible, floppy, pliable, free, 
easy, loose, informal, mild, pliant 

stiffly: (adv) firmly, stiff, awkwardly, 
unbendingly, difficultly, woodenly, 
strongly, formally, stringently, 
clumsily, strictly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
loosely 

stillness: (n) hush, calmness, 
immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) 
calm, quiet, peace, still. 
ANTONYMS: (n) bustle, movement, 
uproar, motion, turbulence, turmoil, 
vigor, disturbance, chaos, agitation 

stimulating: (adj) exciting, rousing, 
stirring, thrilling, stimulant, 
interesting, brisk, bracing, irritating, 
provocative, inspiring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, soothing, 
calming, soporific, boring, 
conciliatory, relaxing, uninteresting 

sting: (n, v) bite, hurt, con, pain; (v) 
prick, itch, irritate, prickle, goad, 
provoke, smart. ANTONYMS: (v) 
calm; (n) honesty 

stipulated: (adj) fixed, formal, 
certain, conventional, customary, 
firm, predetermined, abstracted 

stipulation: (n) condition, provision, 
covenant, proviso, compact, 
promise, requirement, clause, 
restriction, qualification, contract 

stir: (adj, n, v) move, bustle; (v) rouse, 
arouse, affect, agitate, inspire; (adj, 
n) movement; (n) commotion, 
excitement, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, retire, 
stultify, bore, steady, stifle, 
suppress; (n) quiet, peace; (n, v) 
calm 

stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, 
moved, affected, aroused, 
emotional, aflame, Stirn, horny, 
susceptible, stirred up 

stirring: (adj) lively, exciting, alive, 
rousing, spirited, touching, thrilling, 
active; (n) agitation; (v) eventful, 
brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressing, boring, inactive, dull, 
conciliatory, asleep, uninspiring, 
unimpressive; (n) suppression 

stirrup: (n) support, brace, clip, shoe, 
sole, splint, sprit, stirrup iron, rod, 
suspension strap, stilts 

stockbroker: (n) agent, factor, 
financier, dealer, stockjobber, stock 
broker, negotiator, jobber, adviser 

stocking: (n) hosiery, boothose, trunk 
hose, supplying, stocking level, 
tights, silk stocking, nylons, nylon 
stocking, rayon stocking; (adj) 
stockinged 

stole: (n) wrap, stolen, scarf, stolon, 
stealing, robe, alb, tunicle, surplice, 
alba, cassock 

stomach: (adj, v) brook, digest; (v) 
endure, stand, abide, bear, suffer, 
tolerate, take; (n) abdomen, appetite 

stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind 

stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) 
porch. ANTONYM: (v) straighten 

stopper: (v) stop, block, clog, 
obstruct; (n, v) stopple; (n) spigot, 
spile, top, gate, fipple, closure 

stopping: (n) stoppage, cessation, 
shutdown, padding, fillet, 
suspension, stay, discontinuance, 
abeyance, interruption; (adv) 
haltingly 

storm: (n, v) rush, tempest, hail, 
attack, assault, charge; (v) fume; (n) 
shower, blizzard, hurricane, gust. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; 
(adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, 
husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, 
flimsy, cowardly, slight, skinny, 
fragile, weak 

straightforward: (adj) direct, open, 
square, simple, candid, plain, 
honest, sincere, forthright, 
immediate, frank. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) difficult, tricky, deceitful, 
complex, mysterious, pompous, 
devious, ambiguous, dishonest, 
disingenuous, evasive 

strain: (n, v) stretch, sift; (adj, n, v) 
tax; (v) screen, filter, try, exert; (n) 
effort, breed, exertion, song. 
ANTONYMS: (v) laze; (n) ease, 
relief 

strained: (adj) tense, labored, intense, 
constrained, laboured, unnatural, 
nervous, affected, taut, artificial, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
calm 

straining: (n) effort, push, exertion, 
distortion, overrefinement, tension, 
endeavor, torture, twisting; (adj) 
arduous; (v) tighten 

strangely: (adv) curiously, queerly, 
unusually, funnily, peculiarly, 
weirdly, marvelously, uncommonly, 
extraordinarily, singularly, 
bizarrely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, harmoniously 

stranger: (n) foreigner, outsider, 
newcomer, outlander, immigrant, 
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intruder, unknown, tramontane, 
trespasser; (adj) foreign, strange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pal, native, 
associate, resident, familiar 

strangers: (n) stranger 
strangle: (v) smother, stifle, 

asphyxiate, scrag, tighten, repress, 
constrict, pinch, strangulate; (adj, v) 
throttle; (n) strangling 

strap: (n, v) lash, whip; (n) strop, 
leash, rein, shoulder strap, band, 
bar; (v) bind, flog; (adj, n) tie. 
ANTONYM: (v) untie 

straw: (n) rush, stalk, drinking straw, 
chaff, fig, bran; (adj) feather, 
cobweb, mote, gossamer; (v) strew 

streak: (n, v) ray, dash, mark, flash; 
(adj, n) stripe; (n) band, beam, run, 
bar, groove, gleam 

stream: (adj, n, prep, v) current, 
course; (n, prep, v) flood; (n, v) 
brook, run, crowd, jet, gush; (n) 
river; (v) pour, swarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortage; (v) 
drizzle 

strenuous: (adj) arduous, energetic, 
hard, grueling, active, keen, tough, 
eager, dynamic, forward, difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
undemanding, refreshing, effortless, 
feeble, light 

stretch: (adj, n, v) strain; (adj, v) 
extend, elongate, lengthen; (n) 
extent, expanse; (v) prolong, draw; 
(n, v) run, spread, range. 
ANTONYMS: (v) shorten, shrink, 
withdraw, narrow, relax; (adj) 
inflexible 

stretched: (adj) extended, stiff, tight, 
tense, stretched out, strained, 
expanded, outstretched, elongated, 
outspread, prolonged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, short 

stretches: (adj) stretched 
stretching: (n) tension, stretch, 

expansion, workout, reach, 
amplification, stretchiness, 
enlargement; (adj) stretched, long; 
(v) extend 

strictly: (adv) rigorously, severely, 
exactly, correctly, stringently, 
sternly, rigidly, precisely, closely, 
literally, harshly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) loosely, leniently, 
lightheartedly, negligently, 
inaccurately, unlawfully, falsely, 
amenably 

striking: (adj) outstanding, dramatic, 
spectacular, salient, imposing, 
conspicuous, vivid, remarkable, 
notable, astonishing; (n) strike. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ugly, ordinary, 

unimpressive, unremarkable, 
inconspicuous, unattractive, 
uninteresting, plain, insignificant, 
humble, obscure 

strikingly: (adj, adv) notably, 
signally, unusually, singularly; (adv) 
prominently, stunningly, 
imposingly, impressively, markedly, 
outstandingly, obviously 

stripped: (adj) naked, nude, exposed, 
fleeced, undressed, unclothed, stark, 
desolate, denuded, bald, stript 

struck: (adj, v) smitten; (v) stroke; 
(adj) affected, afflicted, doting, 
dotty, enamored, gaga, hurt, in love, 
infatuated 

stubborn: (adj) contrary, hard, 
intractable, perverse, rigid, 
determined, persistent, refractory, 
tenacious, obdurate, inveterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, flexible, amenable, docile, 
easygoing, malleable, agreeable, 
accommodating, cooperative, feeble 

stuck: (adj) stranded, jammed, 
delayed, fast; (adj, adv) aground; (n) 
stuck ware, thrust, sticking; (v) 
sticked, fasten, attach. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unstuck, loose 

studied: (adj) deliberate, calculated, 
conscious, premeditated, affected, 
elaborate, learned, intended, 
designed, willful; (v) advised. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spontaneous, 
unstudied, casual 

stuffy: (adj) close, musty, stodgy, 
airless, stale, sultry, stifling, muggy, 
sweltering, ponderous, vapid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, relaxed, 
clear, fresh, modern, lively 

stumbling: (adj) lurching, 
astounding, hesitant, halting, 
awkward, astonishing, maladroit, 
clumsy, weaving; (adv) stumblingly; 
(n) hesitation. ANTONYM: (adj) 
firm 

stupidity: (n) foolishness, nonsense, 
obtuseness, dullness, fatuity, 
absurdity, stolidity, slowness, 
denseness, idiocy, imbecility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sense, logic, 
cleverness, shrewdness, wisdom, 
ability 

stuyvesant: (n) Peter Stuyvesant, 
Petrus Stuyvesant 

subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat 

submissive: (adj) obedient, passive, 
meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, resistant, disobedient, 
defiant, obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily 

subscribe: (v) confirm, sign, 
contribute, ratify, subscribe to, 
underwrite, agree, buy, donate, 
endorse, accept 

subscription: (n) donation, 
agreement, approval, offering, 
reservation, registration, gift, entry; 
(v) allowance, subvention, subsidy 

substance: (adj, n) subject; (n) body, 
significance, import, material, 
matter, meaning, amount, means, 
gist, core. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meaninglessness, lightness, surface 

subterranean: (adj) underground, 
backdoor, profound, subaqueous, 
submarine, subterrene, 
subterrestrial, deep, hole-and-
corner, subterraneous, subterrany 

subtle: (adj) delicate, sharp, nice, 
acute, astute, insidious, exquisite, 
elusive; (adj, v) shrewd, sly, crafty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loud, bright, 
considerable, tactless, 
overpowering, harsh, concrete, dark 

succeeding: (adj) following, 
subsequent, after, consecutive, 
posterior, ensuing, consequent, 
successive, consequential; (adj, adv) 
later; (v) succeed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) outgoing, preceding 

succession: (n) series, run, round, 
chain, string, lineage, row, 
continuation, concatenation, course, 
reversion 

sucking: (n) suck, intake, uptake, 
aspiration, ingestion, consumption 

suet: (n) tallow, grease, oil, lard, 
blubber, cream, dripping, butter, 
edible fat 

sufferer: (n) victim, martyr, prey, 
casualty, invalid, depressive, 
diseased person, sick person, 
rheumatic, diabetic, neurotic 

sufferers: (n) dead, losses, wounded, 
fatalities 

suffering: (n) distress, agony, 
affliction, anguish, torture, grief, 
torment, misery, hardship; (adj, n) 
hurt; (adj) miserable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) content; (n) peace, ecstasy, 
joy, pleasure 

sufficiently: (adv) fully, 
satisfactorily, enough, amply, quite, 
properly, competently, decently, 
abundantly, goodly, completely. 
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ANTONYM: (adv) inadequately 
suggesting: (n) proposal; (adj) 

symptomatic of, insinuating, 
suggestive of 

suggestion: (n) advice, intimation, 
proposal, counsel, allusion, sign, 
trace, proposition, recommendation; 
(n, v) touch, dash. ANTONYMS: (n) 
warning, practice 

suicidal: (adj) ruinous, destructive, 
deadly, despairing, suicidical, 
dangerous, unsafe 

suicide: (n) harikari, killer, suttee, 
putting to death, Juggernaut, 
assisted suicide, slayer; (adj) suicidal 

suite: (n, v) series, train; (n) 
entourage, apartment, cortege, flat, 
court, battery, group; (adj) round, 
succession 

suited: (adj, v) proper, fit, fitted, 
adapted, convenient; (adj) 
appropriate, good, apt, eligible, 
capable, useful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompatible, wrong, inappropriate 

sulky: (adj) gloomy, grouchy, 
morose, surly, peevish, moody, 
dismal, cross, petulant, crabby; (adj, 
v) glum. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
resigned, cheerful; (n) cheeriness 

sully: (n, v) foul, defile, dirty; (adj, n, 
v) soil; (adj, v) tarnish; (v) besmirch, 
contaminate, smear, pollute, 
corrupt, taint. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, purify, clean, cleanse, 
dignify 

sums: (n) estimate, calculation, 
arithmetic 

sunk: (adj) sunken, undone, finished, 
ruined, profound, immersed, 
damaged, lowed, lying flat; (v) cut 
up, dashed 

sunlight: (n) sunshine, daylight, the 
sun, positive, solar, sunbeam, 
brightness, sunbeams, rays, shaft, 
beam 

sunlit: (adj) bright, light, sunstruck, 
lighter. ANTONYM: (adj) dark 

sunny: (adj) bright, clear, gay, 
cheerful, merry, blithe, shiny, 
shining, radiant, brilliant, fair. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) overcast, dull, 
shady, unhappy, cloudy, sad, 
miserable, gloomy, unpleasant 

sunshine: (n) sunlight, sun, day, 
light, fair weather, gladness, shine, 
glee, sunbeam, delight, brightness 

superior: (adj) dominant, exceptional, 
predominant, better, great, proud, 
arrogant, excellent, select, high; (adj, 
n) elder. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
inferior, subscript; (adj) humble, 
worse, poor, adscript, junior, lesser, 

low; (n) subordinate, associate 
superlatively: (adv) perfectly, 

preeminently, excellently, 
matchlessly, extremely, 
outstandingly, splendidly, 
magnificently, consummately, 
brilliantly, absolutely 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious 

supper: (n) meal, tea, lunch, repast, 
reception, mealtime, siesta, social 
affair; (v) dejeuner, bever, whet 

suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
imploring, humbly entreating 

supplied: (n) supplying; (adj) 
adequate, ample, copious, complete, 
fitted, impregnated, made pregnant, 
offered, perfect, plenteous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unavailable 

supporting: (n) backing, shoring, 
propping up, hanging; (adj) 
auxiliary, collateral, encouraging, 
secondary, supplementary; (adj, 
prep) behind; (v) uphold. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) against; (adj) 
secondary 

supposedly: (adv) allegedly, 
presumably, hypothetically, 
purportedly, ostensibly, imaginarily, 
theoretically, seemingly, putatively, 
probably, suppositionally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) underneath, 
truly 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose 

suppress: (v) subdue, silence, quell, 
check, stifle, restrain, subjugate, 
curb, crush, strangle, oppress. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
stimulate, incite, expose, declare, 
resist, confess, divulge, surrender, 
advertise, acknowledge 

surrendered: (adj) given 
surrey: (n) carriage 
surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 

border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, 
v) circle, inclose, ring, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free 

surrounded: (adj) enclosed, ingirt, 
not independent, ringed, inside, 
rooted, conditioned, circumstanced, 
bounded; (v) beset, furnished 

surrounding: (prep) round, about; 
(adj) encompassing, encircling, 
environmental, circumambient, 
adjoining; (adv) around; (n) 

surroundings, circumstances, 
enclosing 

surveying: (n) mensuration, 
measurement, investigation, 
triangulation; (v) inspect, examine; 
(adj) observant 

surviving: (adj) extant, living, 
enduring, survive, remaining, 
existing, present, ongoing, in 
existence, current, absolute 

suspect: (v) mistrust, suppose, 
distrust, conjecture, guess, surmise, 
divine, disbelieve; (adj) fishy, 
questionable, shady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) trustworthy, trusted, innocent, 
reliable, credible, aboveboard; (n) 
plaintiff; (v) know, believe 

suspected: (adj) supposed, doubted, 
suspicious, suspicion, inspiring 
distrust, distrusted 

suspended: (adj) hanging, dormant, 
pendulous, abeyant, dangling, in 
abeyance, inactive, pendant, in 
suspension, pensile, suspensory 

suspicion: (n) distrust, inkling, 
misgiving, hunch, qualm, scruple, 
surmise, supposition; (n, v) doubt, 
mistrust, fear. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty, knowledge, information, 
carelessness, recklessness, certitude 

suspicions: (adj) entertain doubts, 
have doubts; (n) doubts, misgivings, 
reservations, qualms, worries, fears, 
uncertainties 

suspiciousness: (n) mistrust, distrust, 
distrustfulness, dubiousness, 
misgiving, intuition, 
underhandedness, crookedness, 
dishonesty, hunch 

swans: (n) geese, Anseriformes, order 
Anseriformes, ducks, screamers 

swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, 
affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment 

swearing: (n) curse, expletive, 
profanity, oath, abuse, blasphemy, 
swearword, execration, adjuration, 
asseveration; (v) swear 

sweat: (n, v) work, toil, struggle; (v) 
perspire, drudge, exude; (n) 
perspiration, lather, sudor, effort; 
(adj) perspiring. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ignore; (n) entertainment, ease, 
relaxation 

sweating: (n) sweat, exudation, 
diaphoresis, hidrosis, sudation, 
extravasation, fermentation, 
transpiration, bodily process; (adj) 
perspiring, sweaty 

swedish: (n) Sweden 
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sweetly: (adv) pleasantly, sweet, 
mildly, melodically, melodiously, 
softly, syrupily, beautifully, 
pleasingly, dulcetly, fairly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) discordantly, 
horribly, sharply, harshly, unkindly 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sourness, sharpness, 
unpleasantness, harshness, 
tastelessness, unkindness 

swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder 

sweltering: (adj) hot, close, sticky, 
stifling, muggy, sultry, scorching, 
humid, broiling, baking, oppressive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fresh, cool, cold 

swept: (adj) clean 
swift: (adj, adv, v) fast; (adj) quick, 

fleet, speedy, alert, nimble, hasty, 
prompt, sudden, hurried; (adj, v) 
rapid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, leisurely, sluggish, 
gradual, delayed, clumsy 

swiftly: (adv) rapidly, speedily, 
fleetly, promptly, expeditiously, 
alertly, hastily, suddenly, readily; 
(adj, adv) quickly, fast. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) eventually, 
sluggishly, gradually 

swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness 

swine: (n) hog, boar, beast, sow, 
Eohyus, babiroussa, babirussa, 
barrow, brute, razorback, grunter 

swing: (n, v) sway, sweep, turn, 
change, beat; (v) fluctuate, oscillate, 
dangle, rock, vibrate; (adj, v) hang 

swinging: (adj) swaying, excessive, 
lilting, inordinate, hanging, 
exorbitant, pendulous, outrageous, 
preposterous, extravagant; (n) 
slewing 

swish: (adj) classy, swanky, 
fashionable, smart, stylish, deluxe; 
(v) lap, rustle, sizzle, whiz; (n) cyclic 
noise. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfashionable, inelegant, unstylish, 
Spartan, meager; (n) silence 

swiss: (n) Helvetian, the Swiss, Swiss 
people 

sword: (n) blade, sabre, brand, 
broadsword, falchion, cutlass, saber, 
steel, glaive, backsword, cutlas 

symbol: (n) emblem, number, badge, 
mark, stamp, numeral, type, 

insignia, token, image, indication 
symbolical: (adj) emblematic, 

emblematical, representative, 
figurative, sign, symbolics, allusive, 
exemplary 

symbols: (n) secret language, secret 
code, script, code, cipher, 
cryptogram 

sympathetic: (adj, v) compassionate, 
tender, affectionate; (adj, n) kindly, 
congenial, humane, gentle, 
favorable; (adj) merciful, agreeable, 
friendly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hardhearted, unfeeling, callous, 
uncaring, unsociable, unforgiving, 
unfriendly, negative, sarcastic, 
opposed, unhelpful 

sympathy: (n) compassion, kindness, 
commiseration, mercy, feeling, 
understanding, rapport, 
benevolence, agreement; (adj, n) 
humanity, charity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, cruelty, coldness, 
disdain, incompatibility, 
thoughtlessness, mercilessness, 
callousness, incomprehension, 
inhumanity, insensitivity 

symphony: (n) concord, accord, 
sinfonie, cavatina, fantasia, overture, 
exordium, pastorale, concerto, 
roulade, symphonic music 

systematic: (adj, v) orderly, regular; 
(adj) tidy, neat, businesslike, logical, 
correct, ordered, symmetrical, 
shipshape, en regle. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disorderly, illogical, 
haphazard, chaotic, careless, 
random, disorganized, intuitive, 
unscientific 

tablecloth: (n) duster, napery, rag, 
table linen 

tablet: (n) slab, pad, pill, lozenge, 
monument, capsule, pellet, dragee, 
abacus; (adj) plate; (v) parchment 

tablets: (n) pills, medicine, 
medication, drug 

tabu: (adj) forbidden, out, prohibited, 
proscribed, retired, verboten, sacred, 
quenched, kayoed, impermissible; 
(n) inhibition 

tacitly: (adv) unspokenly, implicitly, 
impliedly, wordlessly, stilly, 
voicelessly, assumedly, 
unexpressedly 

tack: (v) affix, attach, fasten, veer; (n, 
v) baste, shift, turn; (n) pin, tache, 
brad; (adj, v) sew. ANTONYMS: (v) 
separate, detach 

tact: (n) diplomacy, delicacy, finesse, 
address, discretion, skill, 
consideration, refinement, grace, 
thoughtfulness, tactfulness. 

ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
carelessness, thoughtlessness, 
insensitivity, clumsiness 

tactful: (adj) discreet, politic, prudent, 
delicate, wise, considerate, subtle, 
thoughtful, judicious, sympathetic, 
sensible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indiscreet, frank, careless, foolish 

tactfully: (adv) delicately, 
diplomatically, discreetly, 
prudently, politically, politicly, 
sensitively, suavely, cautiously, 
sympathetically, carefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indiscreetly, 
insensitively, directly 

tail: (n, v) shadow, trail; (v) follow, 
track, pursue, dog, tag, chase; (n) 
behind, posterior, butt. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) head, front; (v) 
lead 

tailor-made: (adj) appropriate 
tails: (n) dress suit, tail coat, full 

dress, tail, waste, evening dress, 
dress coat, coat, morning coat, 
cutaway, formalwear 

tale: (n) account, narrative, narration, 
recital, fib, fable, report, fiction, lie, 
relation, yarn. ANTONYM: (n) fact 

talent: (n) genius, ability, aptitude, 
capacity, skill, knack, flair, 
capability; (n, v) endowment, 
faculty; (adj, n) cleverness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incapacity, lack, 
stupidity, incompetence, ineptness, 
drawback 

talker: (n) speaker, conversationalist, 
orator, chatterbox, babbler, raver, 
stammerer, chatterer, speechmaker, 
caller, mutterer 

tallness: (n) stature, altitude, 
elevation, lowness, loftiness, 
highness, dimension, superlative, 
length, comeliness, build. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depth, smallness 

tapping: (n) draining of the furnace, 
paracentesis, to tap, tick, 
tapotement, sound, patter, drainage, 
clapping, casting, restriking 

tariff: (n) duty, charge, excise, 
custom, tax, assessment, impost, 
customs, price, fee, cost 

tartar: (n) dragon, potassium 
hydrogen tartrate, calculus, cream of 
tartar, stone, tartarum, infinitesimal 
calculus, incrustation, flying lizard, 
flying dragon; (adj) dandruff 

tartarus: (n) Gehenna, pit of Acheron, 
hell, inferno, Tartary, tartar, Styx, 
Stygian creek, Hades, Cocytus, 
Avernus 

tatters: (n) rags, clothing 
taught: (adj) instructed, educated, 
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schooled, instruct, well-bred, 
scholarly, provided; (v) firm, fast, 
close, taut 

tawdry: (adj) cheap, shoddy, 
meretricious, showy, flashy, garish, 
loud, tasteless, trashy, tacky, brassy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
nice, quality 

taxes: (n) toll, monies, levy, excise, 
dues 

teach: (v) enlighten, educate, instruct, 
coach, indoctrinate, drill, learn, 
lecture, school; (adj, v) guide, show 

teachings: (n) education, order, 
wisdom, instruction, information, 
direction, command, tradition 

technically: (adv) scientifically, 
industrially, systematically, 
methodically, logically, specially, 
mechanically, professionally, 
exactly, precisely, supposedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unlawfully 

teddy: (n) teddies, shift, shimmy, 
chemise, slip, toy, cutting, miscue, 
duty period, pillow slip, parapraxis 

teething: (n) teeth, odontiasis 
telegram: (n) cablegram, wire, 

telegraph, message, letter telegram, 
report, overseas telegram, news, 
marconigram, embassy, conducting 
wire 

telegraph: (n) telegram, telegraphy, 
flagstaff, setup; (v) wire, broadcast, 
electrify, forecast, foreshadow, 
forewarn, telecommunicate 

temper: (adj, v) moderate, soften, 
mitigate, harden; (n) character, 
disposition, humor, nature; (v) 
modify, season, qualify. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) upset; (v) 
soften, agitate, excite, flex, bend, 
increase; (n) composure, happiness, 
wrath, equanimity 

temperament: (n) character, nature, 
disposition, constitution, 
personality, quality, spirit, humor, 
equanimity, composure, mettle 

temperate: (adj) sober, moderate, 
restrained, calm, reasonable, 
abstemious, gentle, balmy, 
abstinent, frugal, equable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) violent, 
unrestrained, stormy, cool, extreme, 
hot, immoderate, wintry, rough 

tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (n) gale, 
hurricane, squall, disturbance, 
cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, 
blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity 

tempestuous: (adj, n) rough, 
boisterous, severe; (adj) raging, 
furious, wild, angry, windy, fierce, 
gusty; (adj, v) turbulent. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, moderate, 
relaxed 

temple: (n) church, place of worship, 
shrine, Fane, house of worship, 
pantheon, pagoda, synagogue, 
brow, sanctuary, mosque 

temporal: (adj) secular, earthly, 
profane, lay, carnal, mortal, fleeting, 
temporary, transient, impermanent, 
mundane. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, otherworldly, mental, 
permanent, perpetual, lasting 

tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) 
entice, decoy, charm, inveigle, 
invite, coax, seduce, fascinate, 
attempt. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, appall, repel 

temptation: (n, v) lure, enticement, 
bait; (n) attraction, allurement, 
invitation, seduction, inducement, 
allure, appeal, pull. ANTONYMS: 
(n) dislike, discouragement 

tender: (n, v) offer, proffer, bid; (adj, 
v) affectionate; (adj) painful, 
sensitive, soft, loving, sore; (v) 
propose, present. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hardhearted, rubbery, hard, 
rough, uncaring, healthy, mature, 
unfeeling, cold, experienced; (v) 
withdraw 

tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 
delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed 

tense: (adj) nervous, taut, edgy, stiff, 
uptight, jumpy, wired, stretched; 
(adj, v) overwrought; (v) strain, 
extend. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
comfortable, tranquil, loose, slack, 
relaxing, untroubled, limp, lax, 
calming; (v) relax 

tension: (n) pressure, strain, stress, 
nervousness, tensity, tautness, tone, 
nerves, suspense, effort, mental 
strain. ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, 
relaxation, slack, peace, limpness, 
concord, calm, pleasure, accord, 
relief, ease 

tentative: (adj) doubtful, provisional, 
experimental, probationary, trial, 

shy, empirical, exploratory, 
undecided, provisionary, indefinite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sure, certain, 
conclusive, firm, ultimate, decisive, 
exact, mature, bold 

tepid: (adj) warm, mild, cool, 
indifferent, moderately warm, hot, 
genial, unenthusiastic, unfrozen, 
warmish, half-hearted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, hot, 
enthusiastic 

terrace: (n) veranda, bench, porch, 
balcony, yard, ledge, platform, 
portico, backyard, area, 
accommodation 

terrified: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
fearful, panicky, panicked, aghast, 
timid, timorous, apprehensive, 
startled, alarmed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fearless, brave 

terrifying: (adj) horrible, frightening, 
alarming, fearsome, scary, 
horrifying, terrific, appalling, 
formidable, ghastly, hideous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) safe, pleasant, 
reassuring 

territory: (n) district, dominion, area, 
state, land, region, field, realm, 
country, province, domain 

testimonial: (n) testament, evidence, 
certificate, testimony, 
commendation, good word, 
character reference, credential, 
warrant, diploma, attestation 

tether: (n, v) leash; (v) bind, chain, 
moor, harness, fasten, pin down; 
(adj, v) hitch; (adj) truss, string; (n) 
lead. ANTONYMS: (v) unfasten, 
unchain, undo 

thankful: (adj) appreciative, 
indebted, beholden, obliged, 
contented, pleased, gratified, 
relieved, under obligation, 
appreciatory, welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, 
unappreciative, unthankful, sorry 

thankfully: (adv) gratefully, 
obligedly, beholdenly, indebtedly, 
pleasedly, fortunately, happily, 
unreservedly, with enthusiasm, with 
pleasure, freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unfortunately, unwillingly 

theatrical: (adj) melodramatic, 
dramatic, histrionic, stagy, theatric, 
stilted, artificial, pretentious, 
spectacular, pedantic, full of 
affectation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undramatic, restrained, real, quiet 

thereabouts: (adj, adv) about; (adv) 
nearly, generally, around, 
approximately, in the region of, 
more or less, something like, almost, 
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so; (adv, n) hereabouts 
thickened: (adj) calloused, 

concentrated, incrassated, spissated, 
stiff, tough, becoming thicker, 
inspissated 

thief: (n) burglar, bandit, pirate, 
plunderer, filcher, stealer, 
pickpocket, pilferer, crook, brigand, 
despoiler 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

thirteen: (n) long dozen, large integer 
thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 

thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage 

thoughtfulness: (n) kindness, tact, 
deliberation, attentiveness, 
contemplativeness, attention, 
introspection, meditation, 
pensiveness, reflection, reflexion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) thoughtlessness, 
carelessness, cruelty, rashness, 
unthoughtfulness, inconsideration, 
unkindness, selfishness, 
insensitivity, neglect, cheerfulness 

threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; 
(adj) hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 
tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 
pristine, original 

threaten: (v) intimidate, loom, bully, 
endanger, offer, imperil, jeopardize, 
peril, foreshadow, portend; (n, v) 
threat. ANTONYMS: (v) guard, 
protect, relieve, save, alleviate, 
reassure, recede, strengthen 

threatened: (adj) vulnerable, in 
jeopardy, exposed, endangered, 
doomed, at risk 

threatening: (adj) ominous, 
forbidding, sinister, minatory, black, 
imminent, perilous, impending, 
dangerous, grave, sullen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reassuring, nice, 
approachable, pleasant, promising, 
favorable, friendly, harmless, 
hospitable, soothing 

thrill: (n, v) delight, shudder, quiver, 
shiver; (v) excite, exhilarate, exalt, 
stir; (n) shake, excitement, chill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dishearten, 
discourage, disappoint, displease; 
(n) depression, calm, boredom, 
agony, sorrow; (n, v) bore 

thrilling: (adj, n) electric; (adj) 
exciting, sensational, exhilarating, 
electrifying, emotional, rousing, 
gripping, stimulating; (adj, v) 
impressive; (n, v) swelling. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
depressing, discouraging, upsetting, 
uninspiring 

throne: (v) enthrone; (n) can, stool, 
place, fecal matter, potty, chair, 
cathedra, lavatory, crapper, pot 

thrown: (adj) puzzled, confused, 
thrown and twisted, upset, 
disconcerted, unnerved, terrified, 
scared out of your wits, mystified, 
frightened; (n) reminder. 
ANTONYM: (adj) calm 

thumb: (v) feel, flip, handle, leaf, 
touch, flick, hitch, riff; (n) pollex, 
bull nose, forefinger 

thunderstorm: (n) storm, electrical 
storm, electric storm, tempest, 
hurricane, gale, downpour, 
rainstorm, shower, snowstorm; (adj) 
earthquake 

tiara: (n) crown, coronet, circlet, 
miter, triple crown, cap of 
maintenance, jewelled headdress, 
jewelry, tiar 

ticket: (n) label, card, certificate, 
ballot, check, slate, tag, warrant, 
voucher, slip, mark. ANTONYM: (n) 
exclusion 

tidy: (adj, v) clean, trim; (adj) spruce, 
shipshape, respectable, natty; (v) 
clear, straighten, clear up, clean up, 
arrange. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
knotted, disheveled, disorganized, 
messy, slovenly, hairy, 
unsubstantial, dense; (v) litter, 
disorganize, disorder 

tied: (adj) bound, connected, laced, 
united, fixed, even, liable, tight, 
spiked, responsible, attached. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untied, unlaced 

tiger: (adj) fury, dragon, demon; (n) 
hostler, cat, jockey, ostler, big cat, 
endangered, Alecto, monster 

tight: (adj, v) narrow, parsimonious, 
compact, stingy; (adj, adv, v) fast, 
firm; (adj) mean, taut, secure, snug, 
tense. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
baggy, slack, wide, easy, open, 
leaky, giving, free, floppy; (adv) 
loosely 

tightly: (adv) closely, steadily, tautly, 
strictly, securely, densely, stiffly, 
solidly, tipsily, stably, 
parsimoniously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loosely, insecurely, sparsely 

timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 

brash, talkative 
timorous: (adj, v) fearful, shy; (adj, 

adv, v) cowardly; (adj) afraid, 
nervous, diffident, bashful, 
apprehensive, anxious, craven, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) brave, fearless 

tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, 
stain, touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
white, information, pallor 

tinkly: (adj) reverberant, ringing 
tint: (n, v) color, tinge, hue, stain, 

dye, tinct; (n) shade, tincture, tone, 
cast; (v) paint. ANTONYMS: (n) 
white, pallor; (v) whiten, pale 

tipping: (adj) oblique; (n) tip cutting, 
light pruning 

tips: (n) information, guidelines, 
commands, orders 

tirade: (n) diatribe, invective, sermon, 
speech, recitation, Philippic, oration, 
delivery, broadside, lecture, say. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, harmony, 
praise 

tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) 
fatigue; (v) exhaust, harass, fag, 
weary, wear, pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. 
ANTONYMS: (v) interest, 
invigorate, energize 

tiring: (adj) tiresome, exhausting, 
wearing, hard, laborious, arduous, 
grueling, boring, wearisome, 
onerous, strenuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) easy, undemanding, light, 
refreshing, empty, interesting 

titular: (adj) nominal, titulary, 
honorary, nominative, supposed, in 
name only, ostensible, formal, so-
called, insignificantly small; (v) 
cognominal 

tomb: (n) sepulchre, sepulcher, crypt, 
pit, sepulture, vault, monument, 
entomb, mausoleum; (n, v) bury; (v) 
inter 

tombstone: (n) headstone, 
monument, stone, memorial, 
marker, keystone 

tongue: (n) lingua, speech, idiom, 
dialect, clapper, glossa, natural 
language, striker, talk; (v) lick; (adj) 
flowing 

tooth: (n) palate, denticle, trident, 
sprocket, saw, premolar, nap, 
incisor, grain, eyetooth; (adj) nib 

toothbrush: (n) brush, toilet article, 
toiletry, moustache, toiletries, 
mustache, electric toothbrush 

topic: (n) theme, question, matter, 
affair, issue, text, point, business, 
subject matter, substance, area 

tops: (n) apex, pinnacle, pick; (adj) 
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champion, elite, fabulous, leading, 
outstanding, uppermost, superb, 
superlative 

tore: (v) tare; (n) moulding, molding 
tormented: (adj) worried, tortured, 

hagridden, troubled, beleaguered, 
beset, besieged, cruciate, cruciform, 
distraught, distressed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) calm 

torn: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent, 
mangled; (adj) ripped, tattered, 
blasted, lacerate, shabby, 
goddamned, infernal, made 
uninhabitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pristine, sure, resolute, healed, 
decided, mended 

tortuous: (adj) indirect, intricate, 
circuitous, complex, knotty, 
winding, convoluted, sinuous, 
involved, devious, roundabout. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
straight, uncomplicated, untwisted, 
easy, simple 

torture: (n, v) pain, distress, agonize, 
afflict; (n) agony, anguish, suffering, 
excruciation, grief; (v) rack, 
excruciate. ANTONYMS: (n) relief, 
alleviation, content, ecstasy, joy, 
pleasure; (v) relieve, alleviate 

tortured: (adj) anguished, suffering, 
agonized, excruciate, excruciated, 
gnarled, hagridden, miserable, 
woeful, hurt 

torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 
crucifixion, torment, agony, 
anguish, dismemberment; (adj) 
harrowing, agonizing, torturesome, 
agonising 

touched: (adj) insane, cracked, 
tinged, not right, daft, crazy, nutty; 
(v) compassionate, sympathetic, 
pitiful, mucid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untouched, sane, unemotional, 
unmoved, well 

touching: (adj, v) affecting; (adj) 
poignant, pitiful, pathetic, adjacent, 
adjoining, emotional; (n) touch, 
contact; (prep) concerning, about. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaffecting, 
everyday, heartwarming, 
unmoving, heartbreaking, 
emotionless, unemotional, 
impassive 

touchy: (adj) sensitive, irritable, testy, 
huffy, irascible, excitable, edgy, 
feisty, crabby, temperamental, hot. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) easygoing, 
unflappable, impervious, placid 

tough: (adj) difficult, strong, arduous, 
rugged, severe, stout, laborious, 
sturdy; (adj, v) tenacious; (n) bully, 
rowdy. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 

easy, flimsy, soft, lightweight, 
simple, feeble, gentle, kind, fragile, 
facile 

touring: (adj) road, itinerant, moving, 
abroad; (n) travel, travelling, 
business, business enterprise, 
commercial enterprise 

toward: (prep) to, towards, 
approaching, headed for, just before, 
of, in the direction of; (adv, prep) on; 
(adv) about, around, by. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) from, away 

tower: (n) column, spire, steeple, 
pinnacle, pylon, castle; (adj, n) pillar; 
(v) ascend, rise, loom, arise 

towering: (adj) lofty, tall, eminent, 
great, soaring, mighty, elevated, 
monumental, exalted, imposing, 
distinguished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
short, dwarfed, little, low 

towers: (n) edifice 
trace: (n, v) line, shadow, spot, hunt, 

trail; (n) dash, clue, indication, 
suggestion, sign; (v) pursue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore; (n) lot, 
overtone 

tradesmen: (n) fellow tradesmen 
traditions: (n) background, society, 

mores, conduct, behavior, 
civilization, customs 

tragedy: (n) calamity, disaster, 
misfortune, play, cataclysm, drama, 
bad luck, bale, apocalypse, farce, 
tragic. ANTONYMS: (n) humor, 
blessing, joy, boon, advantage, 
comedy 

tragic: (adj) calamitous, disastrous, 
dreadful, grievous, catastrophic, 
unlucky, unfortunate, woeful, 
tragical, comic, heartbreaking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humorous, 
heartwarming, blessed, 
advantageous, lucky, fortunate, 
joyous 

trained: (adj) experienced, skilled, 
capable, competent, expert, 
practiced, accustomed, educated, 
efficient, skillful, professional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexpert, 
untaught, untutored, amateur, 
unqualified 

tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (n) 
resident 

tranquil: (adj, v) quiet, unruffled, 
smooth; (adj, n) peaceful; (adj) 
placid, still, serene, sedate, collected, 
composed, equable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) noisy, tense, agitated, anxious, 
troubled, bustling, loud, perturbed, 

frenetic, moving, bothered 
tranquility: (n) peace, serenity, 

repose, calm, ease, rest, easiness, 
quietude, quietness, harmony; (adj, 
n) placidity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
chaos, violence, uproar, upheaval 

tranquillity: (adj, n, v) quiet; (n) 
serenity, quietness, relaxation, 
quietude, peacefulness, calmness; (n, 
v) repose, rest; (adj, n) stillness, 
calm. ANTONYMS: (n) noise, 
agitation, movement, panic, 
turbulence, turmoil 

transact: (v) perform, execute, do, 
manage, conduct, deal, bargain, 
negotiate, enact, sell, bank. 
ANTONYM: (v) deny 

transaction: (n) dealing, business, 
dealings, proceeding, trade, concern, 
matter, bargain, negotiation, action, 
affair. ANTONYMS: (n) refusal, 
rejection, denial 

transparently: (adv) diaphanously, 
clearly, luminously, pellucidly, 
translucently, limpidly, patently, 
manifestly, apparently, directly, 
obviously 

traps: (n) rigging, gear, 
paraphernalia, suit, trappings, 
things, livery, harness, 
accouterment, caparison, trap 

travelled: (adj) cosmopolitan 
travelling: (n) travel, peregrination, 

riding, commuting, aviation, 
driving, commutation, seafaring, 
junketing, circumnavigation, 
journey 

treacherous: (adj) unfaithful, 
deceitful, false, perfidious, 
dangerous, disloyal, unreliable, 
unsafe, Punic, fraudulent, faithless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) faithful, loyal, 
honest, safe, true, genuine, 
forthright, stable, harmless, 
dependable, open 

tremendously: (adv) hugely, awfully, 
greatly, terrifically, wonderfully, 
immensely, marvelously, vastly, 
dreadfully, excellently; (adj, adv) 
severely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
insignificantly, somewhat, hardly, 
abysmally 

tremor: (n, v) shiver, quake, shudder, 
shake; (n) agitation, vibration, 
earthquake, convulsion; (adj, v) 
flutter; (adj, n) trepidation; (v) 
tremble 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, confident, 
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steady 
triangular: (adj) tripartite, trilateral, 

trigonal, deltoid, triangled, angular, 
multilateral, angulate 

trick: (n, v) deceive, cheat, fraud, 
deceit, joke, sham, con; (n) prank, 
deception, device; (v) mislead. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
honesty, misunderstanding, 
seriousness, truthfulness; (adj) real, 
genuine, innocent 

tricky: (adj) crafty, cunning, artful, 
sly, deceitful, slippery, delicate, 
foxy, difficult, shifty, wily. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
honest, simple, uncomplicated, 
aboveboard, frank, safe, open, naive, 
amicable, straight 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance 

trinket: (n) trifle, novelty, charm, 
gaud, jewel, fallal; (adj, n) bauble, 
gewgaw, gimcrack; (adj) toy, paper 
pellet 

trinkgeld: (v) sportula, Peter Pence, 
donative, pourboire, offertory, 
largess, honorarium, help, gratuity, 
Easter offering, oblation 

triple: (adj) threefold, ternary, triplex, 
trine, tripartite, Ternate, triplasian; 
(adj, n) thribble; (n) triad, safety, 
threesome 

tripping: (adj) easy, flowing, 
lightsome, readable, swinging, 
swingy, nimble, lilting, light, fluent; 
(v) failing 

triumph: (v) exult, prevail, crow, 
rejoice, succeed; (n, v) glory, win, 
joy; (n) victory, conquest, exultation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, defeat, 
sorrow, unhappiness, dud, sadness, 
loss, flop; (v) fail, lose, forfeit 

triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
conquering, prideful; (adj, v) 
exultant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disappointed, failing, losing, 
defeated, miserable, sorrowful 

troop: (n) group, corps, gang, crowd, 
band, brigade, crew, herd, swarm, 
horde; (n, v) flock 

troopship: (n) ship 
trophy: (n) prize, cup, monument, 

tablet, slab, hatchment, booty, 

whatsis, whatchamacallit, loot, swag 
troubadour: (n) folk singer, singer, 

minstrel, vocalist; (adj) scald, bard, 
lyrist, skald, trouvere 

troubled: (adj, v) concerned, 
solicitous; (adj) distressed, anxious, 
worried, uneasy, uncomfortable, 
disconcerted, upset, apprehensive, 
restless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcerned, composed, calm, easy, 
relaxed, tranquil, assured, carefree, 
brave, stable, unaffected 

troublesome: (adj) difficult, hard, 
arduous, bothersome, inconvenient, 
onerous, awkward, annoying, 
laborious, tough, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, helpful, 
useful, advantageous, convenient, 
uncomplicated, delightful 

trousers: (n) breeches, knickers, 
pantaloons, trews, bellbottoms, 
chinos, cords, denim, flannel, 
gabardine, knickerbockers 

truly: (adj, adv) really; (adv) 
sincerely, in truth, exactly, in fact, 
indeed, in reality, genuinely, right, 
certainly, honestly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) insincerely, dubiously, 
doubtfully, apparently, inaccurately, 
indefinite, dishonestly, mildly, 
wrongly 

trunk: (n) stem, boot, torso, bole, 
body, stalk, snout, proboscis, stock, 
tree trunk, box 

trunks: (n) short pants, pants, 
luggage, Jockey shorts, Jamaica 
shorts, Bermuda shorts, bathing 
trunks, bathing suit, costume, 
drawers, swimming trunks 

trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
trusty, reliable 

trustful: (adj) confiding, 
unsuspicious, credulous, gullible, 
trusty, trustworthy, unsuspecting; 
(n) trust, private conversation, bold, 
belief 

trustfulness: (n) trust, faith, combine, 
confidence, artlessness, acceptance, 
lack of caution, reliance, trait, cartel, 
trustingness 

trusting: (adj) credulous, 
unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded 

trustworthy: (adj) honest, trusty, 
dependable, safe, faithful, sound, 

certain, good, responsible; (adj, n, v) 
credible; (adj, n) true. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) suspect, dubious, 
untrustworthy, undependable, 
sneaky, doubtful, deceitful, disloyal, 
disreputable, irresponsible, 
degenerate 

truthful: (adj) honest, genuine, frank, 
real, candid, sincere, guileless, 
realistic, reliable, faithful, honorable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest, 
inaccurate, fictional, guarded, lying, 
improbable, deceptive, deceitful, 
false, wrong, evasive 

truthfulness: (adj, n) honesty, 
sincerity, probity, honor; (n) truth, 
openness, frankness, candor, faith, 
loyalty; (adj) integrity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) untruthfulness, 
inaccuracy, evasiveness, caution, 
deceit 

tuberculosis: (n) Tb, consumption, 
phthisis, scrofula, T cell, white 
plague, tee hinge, struma, infectious 
disease, pulmonary tuberculosis, 
lupus vulgaris 

tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 
dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) 
plunging; (n) gymnastics, acrobatics, 
stunting, stunt flying, rumbling; 
(adv) headfirst 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 
disturbance; (n) stir, commotion, 
bustle, din, fuss, excitement; (n, v) 
clamor, disorder, brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm 

tune: (n) song, strain, air, harmony, 
note, concord; (v) adjust, regulate, 
string, tune up; (n, v) chant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) silence; (v) untune 

tuned: (adj) keyed, adjusted, musical, 
tempered, melodious 

turpitude: (n) depravity, evil, 
corruption, degeneracy, 
depravation, wickedness, trimming, 
transgression, shuffling; (adj) 
debasement, abjection 

twelvemonth: (n) calendar year, civil 
year, financial year, common year, 
amount of time, time period, period 
of time, bissextile year, class, yr, 
period 

twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, 
gloaming, evening, sundown, 
eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
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aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
sunrise 

typewriter: (v) stenographer; (n) 
character printer, electric typewriter, 
serial printer 

ultimate: (adj) conclusive, final, 
supreme, definitive, decisive, 
elemental, extreme, furthest; (adj, n, 
v) end; (n) maximum; (adj, adv) 
farthest. ANTONYMS: (adj) first, 
worst, tentative, introductory, 
beginning, lowest, extra, inessential, 
least, proximate, auxiliary 

ultimately: (adv) finally, lastly, in the 
end, at long last, at last, in the long 
run, conclusively, latterly, 
elementally, extremely, in the last 
analysis. ANTONYMS: (adv) never, 
directly 

unanimous: (adj) consentaneous, 
harmonious, consentient, strong, 
firm, of one mind, concordant, 
accordant, compact, collective, 
cubic. ANTONYMS: (adj) narrow, 
individual 

unanimously: (adv) harmoniously, in 
chorus, consentiently, collectively, 
nemine contradicente, nem con, 
solidly, commonly, generally, 
completely, accordantly 

unattractive: (adj) ugly, uninviting, 
unsightly, unprepossessing, 
unbecoming, unpopular, 
unpleasant, undesirable, 
disagreeable, plain, uncared for. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) beautiful, lovely, 
appealing, becoming, desirable, 
flattering, striking 

unavoidable: (adj) necessary, 
inescapable, ineluctable, irresistible, 
obligatory, certain, indispensable, 
essential, sure, required, avoidless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) escapable, 
unpredictable, optional, unlikely, 
uncertain 

unbearable: (adj) insufferable, 
excruciating, insupportable, 
unendurable, hateful, unacceptable, 
repugnant, impossible, grievous, 
enormous, dreadful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bearable, manageable, 
imperceptible, tolerable, wonderful, 
lovable, nice, pleasant 

unbearably: (adv) excruciatingly, 
unendurably, horrifically, 
disagreeably, unfeasibly, 
impossibly, terribly, rudely, 
agonizingly, badly, dreadfully 

unbelievable: (adj) improbable, 
implausible, unlikely, inconceivable, 
fabulous, impossible, unthinkable, 
marvelous, marvellous, tall; (adj, v) 

staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
credible, plausible, believable, 
mundane, ordinary, real, 
conceivable, unremarkable, truthful, 
sensible, probable 

unbroken: (adj) continuous, entire, 
complete, continual, constant, intact, 
incessant, endless, whole, 
undivided, solid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
plowed, discontinuous, disturbed, 
sporadic, partial 

unceasingly: (adv) incessantly, 
endlessly, ceaselessly, continually, 
unremittingly, unendingly, 
constantly, always, perpetually, 
uninterruptedly, eternally. 
ANTONYM: (adv) acutely 

unchanged: (adj) regular, 
undeviating, unalterable, 
unchanging, invariable, unvarying, 
unvaried, unmoved; (adj, v) 
identical, same; (v) like. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reformed, 
distorted, affected, changed, altered, 
varied, fluid 

unchanging: (adj) stable, permanent, 
steady, invariable, static, perpetual, 
fixed, consistent, uniform, 
changeless, immutable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inconstant, 
changeable, dynamic, flexible, 
perishable, irregular, temporary, 
unequal, variable, erratic 

unclean: (adj) foul, impure, nasty, 
dirty, grubby, muddy, squalid, 
grimy, sordid, dingy, soiled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, hygienic, 
pure, uncontaminated 

uncommonly: (adv) rarely, strangely, 
infrequently, scarcely, occasionally, 
exceptionally, oddly; (adj, adv) 
particularly, remarkably, singularly, 
curiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
frequently, typically 

unconscionable: (adj) inordinate, 
outrageous, extravagant, 
immoderate, excessive, 
conscienceless, extortionate, steep, 
preposterous, unprincipled, 
unscrupulous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moral, principled, decent 

unconscious: (adj) involuntary, 
unaware, ignorant, unwitting, 
subconscious, oblivious, automatic, 
insensible, unintentional, instinctive, 
senseless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conscious, awake, deliberate, aware, 
voluntary, intentional, alive, wary 

unconsciousness: (n) blackout, 
insensibility, grogginess, loss of 
consciousness, coma, trance, 

stupefaction, faint, unawareness, 
ignorance, torpor. ANTONYM: (n) 
awareness 

uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 
incontrollable, ungovernable, 
unmanageable, intractable, 
undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak 

undeceived: (adj) disillusioned, 
disenchanted 

undeniable: (adj) incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, certain, indisputable, 
positive, incontestable, obvious, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
conclusive, evident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disputable, dubious, doubted, 
contestable, questionable, debatable, 
uncertain, equivocal, unconvincing 

underdone: (adj) raw, undercooked, 
meshugge, bloody, thinly scattered, 
uncooked, crazy, nearly raw, not 
frequent, meshuga, pink. 
ANTONYM: (adj) overcooked 

underneath: (adv, prep) below, 
under; (adj) down, inferior, 
supporting; (n) bottom, base, 
underside; (adv) under that, under 
it; (prep) unbecoming. 
ANTONYMS: (n) top; (adv) up, 
over, above, apparently 

undertake: (v) attempt, take on, try, 
covenant, guarantee, accept, tackle, 
contract, take, begin, engage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forego, abstain, 
forget, relinquish 

undertone: (n) undercurrent, 
murmur, tinge, nuance, whisper, 
suggestion, implication, 
connotation, overtone, association, 
hint 

undesirable: (adj) unwelcome, 
inexpedient, objectionable, 
unsuitable, distasteful, undesired, 
unwanted, wrong, unalluring, 
unattractive; (n) persona non grata. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) desirable, 
wanted, welcome, acceptable, 
appealing, favorable, fortunate, 
convenient, pleasant 

undoing: (n) ruin, destruction, loss, 
curse, cancellation, reverse, bane, 
doom, collapse, annulment, disaster. 
ANTONYMS: (n) building, creation 

undoubtedly: (adv) certainly, 
positively, definitely, indubitably, 
no doubt, clearly, unquestionably, 
unquestionedly, all right, beyond 
any doubt; (adj, adv) doubtless. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) doubtfully, 
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indefinite, ambiguously, possibly 
undressed: (adj) naked, unclad, 

unclothed, bare, raw, stripped, 
unattired, unappareled, crude, 
rough, disrobed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
covered, decent 

unearthly: (adj) weird, ghostly, 
uncanny, ethereal, unworldly, 
preternatural, spectral, eerie, 
spiritual, strange, heavenly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
physical, acceptable, normal, human 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, 
restless, concerned, nervous, 
apprehensive, ill at ease, unquiet, 
awkward, fretful, restive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, 
easy, unconcerned, still, 
comfortable, carefree, confident, 
serene 

unexpected: (adj) sudden, abrupt, 
casual, unforeseen, unanticipated, 
accidental, strange, unsuspected; 
(adj, v) unlooked for, unpredicted; 
(n) surprise. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
expected, gradual, normal, 
commonplace, protracted, ordinary, 
typical, customary 

unexpectedly: (adv) by chance, 
suddenly, abruptly, casually, 
unforeseenly, unawares, 
surprisingly, unanticipatedly, 
hastily, strangely, circumstantially. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) intentionally, 
gradually, normally, predictably 

unexplained: (adj) illegible, 
inexplicable, unapprehended, 
uninvestigated, unheard of, 
unexplored, unfathomable, as Greek 
to one; (v) solved, undeveloped, 
untraced. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apparent, legible 

unexplored: (adj) unexplained, 
unapprehended, unascertained, 
undiscovered, unheard of; (v) 
unexamined, uninvented, 
unsearched, unstudied, unweighed, 
unsifted 

unfaithful: (adj) false, disloyal, 
faithless, inaccurate, fickle, 
treacherous, untrustworthy, 
traitorous, recreant, untrue, 
perfidious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
faithful, loyal, trustworthy, honest 

unfaithfulness: (n) falseness, 
infidelity, perfidy, faithlessness, 
inconstancy, deceitfulness, falsity, 
deceit, dishonesty, inaccuracy, 
fickleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
faithfulness, honesty, fidelity, 
loyalty 

unfamiliar: (adj) strange, new, 
unaccustomed, unacquainted, 
uncommon, novel, mysterious, 
foreign, unidentified, inexperienced, 
unusual. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
familiar, recognizable, known, 
usual, experienced, versed, 
accustomed 

unfamiliarity: (n) ignorance, oddity, 
novelty, abnormality, crotchet, 
eccentricity, quirk, queerness, 
outlandishness, freakishness, 
quaintness. ANTONYM: (n) 
familiarity 

unflinching: (adj) resolute, steadfast, 
undaunted, firm, unfaltering, 
determined, dauntless, intrepid, 
undeviating, constant, unswerving 

unfortunate: (adj) inauspicious, sad, 
hapless, bad, inopportune, 
disastrous, adverse, deplorable, 
infelicitous, untoward, lamentable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lucky, 
auspicious, good, opportune, 
joyous, timely, appropriate, 
successful, easy, privileged 

ungovernable: (adj) unruly, 
uncontrollable, irrepressible, 
intractable, licentious, violent, wild, 
indocile, uncontrolled, turbulent; 
(adj, v) headstrong 

ungraceful: (adj) clumsy, ungainly, 
graceless, inelegant, stiff, uncouth, 
maladroit, mean, gauche, 
unbecoming, unhandsome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) elegant 

unhappily: (adv) wretchedly, 
unluckily, disconsolately, badly, 
woefully, forlornly, sorrowfully, 
unfortunately, dismally, dejectedly, 
despondently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, contentedly, luckily, 
willingly, enthusiastically, 
fortunately 

unhappiness: (n) sadness, misery, 
melancholy, distress, grief, regret, 
infelicity, woe, sorrowfulness, 
depression, displeasure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cheerfulness, 
pleasure, joy, elation, contentment, 
satisfaction, cheer 

unhappy: (adj) gloomy, dismal, 
depressed, melancholy, sad, 
miserable, sorrowful, distressed, 
disconsolate, infelicitous, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, cheerful, 
satisfied, pleased, glad, euphoric, 
fortunate, contented, joyful, timely, 
lucky 

uniform: (adj, v) even; (adj, n) 
constant, steady; (adj) equal, 
consistent, same, level, invariable, 

homogenous, equable, unchanging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) varied, assorted, 
inconsistent, unequal, different, 
multiform, multicolored, 
differentiated, unlike, dissimilar, 
intermittent 

unimaginable: (adj) impossible, 
unthinkable, incredible, 
unbelievable, out of the question, 
unspeakable, miraculous, untold, 
unsolicited, unlikely; (adj, v) 
inimaginable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
describable, believable 

unimpressionable: (adj) 
unimpressible, callous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) impressionable 

unintentionally: (adv) unwittingly, 
by chance, inadvertently, by 
accident, unexpectedly, 
involuntarily, unconsciously, 
fortuitously, by mistake, 
unintendedly, unplannedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
purposely, knowingly 

uninterrupted: (adj) ceaseless, 
continuous, continual, unbroken, 
incessant, perpetual, constant, 
unceasing, endless; (adj, adv) 
straight, nonstop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
broken, alternate, noisy, sporadic; 
(adv) indirectly 

universe: (n) world, creation, cosmos, 
population, earth, macrocosm, 
space, globe, existence, outer space, 
mankind 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, 
unmerited, unjustified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) just, equitable, 
rightful, reasonable, good 

unkind: (adj) cruel, harsh, unfeeling, 
inconsiderate, pitiless, heartless, 
inhuman, hard, thoughtless, brutal, 
mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
considerate, pleasant, friendly, 
thoughtful, tactful, mild, gentle, 
generous, flattering, compassionate 

unman: (adj) deject, knock down, 
damp, dash, sink, lower, dull; (v) 
unnerve, emasculate, enervate; (n) 
appall 

unmarried: (adj) unwedded, sole, 
alone, unattached, individual, 
separate, celibate, widowed, 
bachelor, maiden, lone. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) married, marital, 
attached, wed, involved 

unmistakable: (adj) obvious, evident, 
plain, manifest, decided, palpable, 
apparent, decisive; (adj, v) 
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unequivocal, positive, definite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) vague, unclear, 
uncertain, indefinite, doubtful, 
inconspicuous, equivocal 

unostentatiously: (adv) 
unpretentiously, unobtrusively, 
plainly, modestly, restrainedly 

unpicturesque: (adj) ugly 
unpleasant: (adj, n) harsh; (adj) 

disagreeable, obnoxious, ugly, 
nasty, sour, awkward, repulsive, 
forbidding, bad, hard. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) delightful, agreeable, 
wonderful, nice, enjoyable, 
attractive, comfortable, charming, 
inoffensive, amicable, cordial 

unpleasantness: (n) nastiness, 
disagreeableness, horridness, 
unkindness, awfulness, odiousness, 
discomfort, disagreeable, spite, 
offensiveness; (adj, n) ugliness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) 
straightforwardness, kindness, 
deliciousness, delightfulness, 
politeness, attractiveness 

unreal: (adj) illusory, fantastic, 
fanciful, imaginary, insubstantial, 
artificial, fictitious, visionary, 
untrue; (adj, v) ideal, fancied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, natural, 
substantial, authentic, ordinary, 
plausible 

unreasonable: (adj) immoderate, 
undue, absurd, extravagant, 
excessive, preposterous, exorbitant, 
illogical, inordinate, irrational, 
ridiculous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
logical, practical, sensible, 
affordable, economical, justified, 
realistic, fair, obliging, just, rational 

unreasonably: (adv) absurdly, 
irrationally, immoderately, unfairly, 
unscientifically, unjustly, 
undeservedly, unsuitably, without 
need, pointlessly; (adj) excessively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
reasonably, acceptably, sanely, 
appropriately, fairly, logically, 
rationally 

unresisting: (adj) nonresisting, meek, 
inactive, submissive, resistless, 
supine, resigned, overpowering, 
servile, subdued, suffering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rebellious 

unromantic: (adj) unexaggerated, 
unaffected, unflattering, 
unimaginative, realistic, unloving, 
practical, utilitarian, not romantic 

unsatisfactory: (adj) insufficient, 
poor, deficient, bad, lame, 
dissatisfactory, disappointing, 
empty, mediocre, limited, pitiful. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) acceptable, 
reasonable, adequate, satisfying, 
impressive, perfect 

unscrupulous: (adj) dishonest, 
unprincipled, unethical, immoral, 
dishonorable, crooked, unfair, 
unconscionable, sharp, 
unconscientious, sly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) scrupulous, principled, ethical, 
honest, moral 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable 

unselfishness: (n) generosity, 
selflessness, generousness, kindness, 
pity, martyrdom, magnanimity, 
courtesy, consideration, care, acting 
generously. ANTONYM: (n) 
thoughtlessness 

unsettling: (adj) disquieting, 
disturbing, embarrassing, 
frightening, scary, troublemaking, 
troublesome, troubling, 
uncomforting, unruly, upsetting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) comforting, 
soothing 

unshakable: (adj) steadfast, 
unwavering, immovable, steady, 
unfaltering, solid, resolute, 
impregnable, unassailable, fixed, 
constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fleeting, malleable, transient, 
unreliable, vulnerable 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, 
dreadful, awful, terrible, 
inexpressible, nasty, horrible, 
atrocious, indefinable, shocking; 
(adj, v) unutterable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nice, wonderful, pleasant, 
good, lovely, bearable 

unspoken: (adj) unsaid, mute, silent, 
understood, implicit, implied, 
inarticulate, unexpressed, 
tongueless, voiceless, dumb. 
ANTONYM: (adj) spoken 

unspotted: (adj) unblemished, 
unstained, unsoiled, stainless, pure, 
blameless, immaculate, undefaced, 
undeformed, spotless, untarnished 

unstoppable: (adj) indefatigable, 
intense, invincible, irrepressible, 
irresistible, raging, inexorable, 
strong, heated, unbending, 
unyielding. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mild, powerless, unrelenting 

unsuitably: (adv) awkwardly, 
improperly, inadequately, unfitly, 
not suitably, inconveniently, ineptly, 
inopportune, inopportunely, 

unsuitable, unseasonably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) appropriately, 
suitably, fittingly 

unsuspicious: (adj) innocent, 
credulous, trustful, unwary, 
confiding, honest, gullible, easy, 
naive, not suspicious, that confides. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wary 

unsympathetic: (adj) pitiless, callous, 
heartless, hard, hardhearted, 
unkind, unconcerned, obdurate, 
indifferent, closed, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sympathetic, 
kind, caring, favorable, merciful, 
concerned, considerate, easygoing, 
friendly, gentle, warmhearted 

unthinkable: (adj) inconceivable, 
incredible, unimaginable, 
implausible, impossible, taboo, 
beyond belief, unlikely, improbable, 
astonishing, uncommon. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thinkable, 
conceivable, believable, acceptable, 
credible 

untidy: (adj) unkempt, disheveled, 
disorderly, sloppy, messy, 
disordered, confused, disorganized, 
sluttish, frowzy, scruffy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, neat, 
elegant, orderly, smart, legible, clean 

untied: (adj) unfastened, unchained, 
unshackled, unlaced, unbound, 
unfettered, free, unsewed, open, 
unconnected, rambling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tied, laced 

untouched: (adj) intact, unharmed, 
unmoved, unscathed, virgin, whole, 
unhurt, new, impervious, 
imperturbable, impassive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) affected, 
touched, refined, vulnerable, used, 
spoiled, partial, injured, marred, 
tainted, impure 

unusually: (adj, adv) uncommonly, 
particularly, outstandingly, 
remarkably, singularly, curiously; 
(adv) rarely, peculiarly, 
extraordinarily, signally, 
abnormally. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
usually, regularly, typically, 
frequently, slightly, commonly, 
ordinarily 

unwilling: (adj) involuntary, loath, 
disinclined, averse, recalcitrant, 
backward, indisposed, grudging, 
loth, adverse, forced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inclined, amenable, keen, 
prepared, ready, eager, disposed, 
agreeable, accepting, happy 

upholding: (n) advocacy, support, 
maintenance, continuance, avowal, 
avowance, continuation, defense, 
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keeping, perpetuation; (adj) 
comforting. ANTONYMS: (n) end, 
destruction 

uplifted: (adj) high, raised, noble, not 
inverted, not prone, proud, 
undismayed, stately, lofty, sublime, 
animated 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower 

upright: (adj) perpendicular, erect, 
fair, good, righteous, just, virtuous, 
true, honorable, plumb; (adj, n) 
vertical. ANTONYMS: (adj) prone, 
disreputable, degenerate, hanging, 
unwholesome, dishonest, 
dishonorable, lying, horizontal, 
falling; (adv) horizontally 

upset: (n, v) overturn, trouble, 
disquiet, overthrow; (v) agitate, 
subvert, perturb, confuse, reverse; 
(adj) unsettled; (n) disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, soothe, 
encourage, delight, fail; (adj) 
pleased, confident, happy, content; 
(n) peace, happiness 

upstairs: (adj) upstair; (adv) on a 
higher floor, in the mind, in the 
head, up the stairs, over; (n) heaven, 
administration, authority, board, 
eternity. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
downstairs 

upstanding: (adj) upright, erect, 
honorable, worthy, noble, moral, 
principled, honest, straightforward, 
respectable, decent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disreputable, corrupted, 
degenerate, immoral, prone 

upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
descending, downward; (adv) down 

upwards: (adj, adv) upwardly, up; 
(adv) over; (adj) improving, open. 
ANTONYM: (adv) down 

urgent: (adj, v) importunate, 
important, clamorous; (adj) 
imperative, instant, immediate, 
quick, earnest, critical, serious, vital. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimportant, 
moderate, unnecessary, halfhearted, 
gentle, routine 

utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
(adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) 
tell. ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 
(v) conceal, hide, block 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 

verbalised, verbalized, vocal, 
explicit, oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said 

utterly: (adv) completely, absolutely, 
totally, entirely, extremely, 
altogether, expressly, purely, dead, 
fully, wholly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
partly, uncertain, slightly, 
incompletely, hardly, somewhat 

vacant: (adj) blank, hollow, unfilled, 
void, free, unoccupied, bare, idle, 
expressionless, open; (adj, v) devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) full, cognizant, 
overflowing, inhabited, aware, 
comprehending, animated, solid, 
expressive, knowing 

vacated: (adj) empty, abandoned 
vacuousness: (n) inanity, 

mindlessness, vacancy, 
senselessness, pointlessness, 
emptiness 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, 
itinerant, Peripatetic, rambling; (n) 
tramp, hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) 
unsettled, erratic. ANTONYM: (n) 
resident 

vague: (adj) obscure, indistinct, 
indeterminate, undefined, 
undetermined, indefinite, uncertain, 
faint, ambiguous; (adj, v) loose, 
equivocal. ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
distinct, exact, particular, precise, 
specific, sure, certain, defined, alert, 
detailed 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, 
fruitful, humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective 

vanished: (adj, v) extinct, lost; (adj) 
disappeared, departed, missing, 
died out, absent, dead, wiped out, 
bygone; (v) exhausted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) found, living 

vanity: (n) egotism, pride, emptiness, 
arrogance, futility, inanity, 
vainglory, conceitedness, 
pretension, pomposity; (adj, n) 
amour propre. ANTONYMS: (n) 
selflessness, humility, importance, 
value, effectiveness 

variations: (n) concerto, fantasia, 
overture, pastorale, roulade, 
symphony, cadenza 

varnished: (adj) sullied, polished, 
spotted, shiny, lustrous, smooth, 
painted, besmirched, glossy, tainted, 
flyblown. ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

vase: (n) jar, urn, barrel, vessel, 
container, jug, pitcher, pot, bouquet, 

bushel 
vegetation: (n) growth, plants, 

thicket, shrubbery, scrub, 
groundcover, foliage, copse, 
coppice, chaparral, brushwood 

veldt: (n) prairie, steppe, savanna, 
pampas, desert, heath, common, 
basin, downs, grassland, weary 
waste 

velvet: (adj) velvety, down; (n) profit, 
gain, velour, velours, revenue, 
prosperity, receipts, satin, wealth 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance 

venice: (n) Venezia 
venus: (adj) the Graces; (n) Urania, 

narcissus, terrestrial planet, Adonis, 
peri, solar system, Hyperion, houri, 
Hebe, genus Venus 

verandah: (n) gallery, porch, picture 
gallery, lanai, heading, drift, art 
gallery 

verdict: (n) finding, decision, 
judgment, conclusion, 
determination, decree, resolution, 
ruling, sentence, judgement, finding 
of fact. ANTONYM: (n) request 

verge: (n, v) edge, skirt; (n) boundary, 
brink, margin, limit, rim, bound, 
brim, side; (v) bend. ANTONYMS: 
(n) end, middle; (v) retreat 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, 
in reality, genuinely, quitely, 
actually, selfly, truely, identically, 
exactly; (adv, int) in truth 

vermilion: (n) scarlet, vermily, 
orange red, vermeil, lake, redness; 
(adj, n) cinnabar; (v) redden; (adj) 
vermillion, chromatic 

vermont: (n) VT 
victorious: (adj) triumphant, 

successful, winning, jubilant, victor, 
fortunate, lifted up; (adj, v) 
triumphal, exultant, triumphing, on 
top. ANTONYMS: (adj) beaten, 
unsuccessful, failing, losing, 
sorrowful 

vidal: (n) gore Vidal 
vigilance: (n) caution, alertness, 

prudence, attention, watchfulness, 
surveillance, jealousy, vigil, watch, 
circumspection; (adj) vigilant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
indiscretion, negligence, 
inattentiveness, recklessness 

vigorous: (adj, n) robust, hardy, 
powerful, brave; (adj) energetic, 
strenuous, mighty, hearty, athletic; 
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(adj, v) lively, brisk. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) feeble, weak, dull, inactive, 
impotent, enervated, unwell, 
uncommitted, unfit, weary, slow 

vigour: (n) force, strength, vigor, 
energy, power, potency, vim, 
vitality, athleticism, verve, intensity 

viii: (n) eighter from Decatur, octad, 
ogdoad, octonary, eighter, octet, 
octette, eightsome, digit 

vile: (adj, n) contemptible, dirty, low; 
(adj, v) base; (adj) despicable, 
ignoble, evil, sorry, revolting, 
offensive, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, kind, nice, lovely, lovable, 
gentle, honorable, good, delightful, 
admirable, noble 

villa: (n) country house, cottage, 
house, chateau, home, holiday 
home, Francisco villa, estate, 
detached house, council house, 
castle 

villain: (n) rascal, scoundrel, rogue, 
knave, miscreant, criminal, bandit, 
crook, reprobate, varlet, rapscallion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) heroine, hero 

vinegar: (n) verjuice, eisel, crab, 
condiment, chili vinegar, brine, cider 
vinegar, acetum, acetic acid, alum 

violent: (adj, n) rough, furious, 
tempestuous, severe, turbulent, 
boisterous, powerful; (adj, v) 
vehement; (adj) raging, intense, 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
calm, nonviolent, mild, passive, 
moderate, pleasant, slight, refined, 
relaxed, friendly 

violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, 
hotly, madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 
passionately, strongly, hard, 
furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nonviolently, feebly, 
impassively, peacefully, tamely 

virgin: (adj) pure, new, chaste, 
innocent, fresh, untouched, intact, 
virginal; (adj, n) vestal; (n) maid, 
girl. ANTONYMS: (adj) defiled, 
sullied 

virginity: (n) maidenhood, pucelage, 
chastity, purity, maidenhead, 
pudicity, virtue, freshness, 
virginhood, innocence, spirit 

virility: (n) manliness, potency, 
masculinity, fertility, manfulness, 
vigour, strength, vitality, energy, 
maleness, prime 

virtue: (adj, n) merit, excellence, 
quality, attribute; (n) honor, 
goodness, honesty, morality, 
decency, probity, efficacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wickedness, guilt, 

vice, peccadillo, sin, dishonor, 
immorality, evil, demerit, 
inadequacy, disadvantage 

virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
custom 

virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent 

visible: (adj) obvious, conspicuous, 
apparent, open, evident, clear, plain, 
manifest, discernible; (adj, adv) 
noticeable, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) invisible, 
imperceptible, unclear, obscured, 
concealed, hidden, obscure, 
undetectable, inconspicuous; (adv) 
absent 

visibly: (adv) apparently, noticeably, 
manifestly, obviously, plainly, 
perceptibly, appreciably, clearly, 
discernibly, overtly, conspicuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
invisibly, secretly, ambiguously 

visiting: (adj) guest, impermanent, 
temporary, visitant 

vitals: (n) bowels, womb, viscera, 
belly, entrails, organ, necessity, lap, 
intestines, guts, chitterings 

vivid: (adj) intense, graphic, lifelike, 
brilliant, rich, live, strong, acute, 
animated, glowing, colorful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, bland, 
light, vague, straightforward, dark, 
modest, secretive 

vocal: (adj) oral, unwritten, 
outspoken, noisy, phonetic, sonant, 
sonorous, voiced, vowel, sung, 
eloquent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
written, instrumental, shy, 
introverted, modest, silent 

vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 
employment; (n) occupation, job, 
trade, business, career, line, mission, 
line of work 

voices: (n) chorus 
volcano: (n) mountain, vent, lascar, 

maelstrom, etna, Fuji, vulcano, 
venthole, scissure, thunderstorm; 
(adj) earthquake 

vouch: (v) guarantee, secure, 
promise, certify, attest, pledge, 
swear, testify, protest, confirm, 
affirm. ANTONYMS: (v) deny, 
disavow, refute 

vouchsafe: (v) grant, condescend, 
allow, confer, stoop, give, please, 
bestow; (n, v) accord; (adv) have the 

goodness, will you 
voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 

trip, passage, expedition, flight, 
crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate 

vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
nasty, common, foul, indecent, 
gross, unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
aesthetic, muted, fashionable, 
decent, artistic, pleasant, clean 

waist: (n) waistline, shank, middle, 
belly, isthmus, hourglass, 
undersurface; (adj) stricture, middle 
constriction, neck, wasp 

waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 
singlet, talma jacket 

waiter: (n) lackey, valet, waitress, 
attendant, salver, lurcher, 
counterman, lurker, servant, tray, 
steward 

wake: (v) awaken, awake, rouse, stir, 
vigil, provoke, arouse, waken, 
excite; (n) train, trail. ANTONYMS: 
(v) nap, dissuade, discourage, 
snooze, stifle 

waking: (adj) wakeful; (n) 
awakening, wakefulness, 
consciousness 

walnut: (n) wood, walnut tree; (v) 
succotash, waffle, vanilla, trepang, 
porterhouse steak, supawn, salmis, 
sea slug, sauerkraut 

wampum: (n) peag, dough, shekels, 
cash, wampumpeag, money, kale, 
stops, simoleons, medium of 
exchange, scratch 

wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 
(n, v) rambler 

wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
(adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident 

wanting: (adj, v) missing; (adj) 
deficient, lacking, absent, defective, 
short, failing, insufficient, devoid, 
poor, incomplete. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sufficient, satisfactory, 
adequate, full, present 

wantonness: (n) lust, unrestraint, 
licentiousness, sexual immorality, 
immorality, lasciviousness, 
unconstraint, voluptuousness, 
wickedness, lasciviency, sybaritism. 
ANTONYM: (n) restraint 

warmth: (adj, n) glow, fire; (n) 
temperature, warmness, passion, 
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fervor, geniality, affection, 
tenderness, fondness, sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aloofness, chill, 
chilliness, coldness, coolness, 
unfriendliness, hostility, sourness, 
abruptness, plainness, frostiness 

warn: (v) counsel, caution, admonish, 
advise, inform, alert, threaten, 
exhort, forewarn, tell, notify. 
ANTONYM: (v) protect 

warning: (n) notice, indication, 
caution, advice, example, lesson, 
hint, premonition, caveat, 
admonition; (adj, n) monitory. 
ANTONYMS: (n) encouragement, 
recommendation, approval; (adj) 
promising 

warp: (v) distort, deform, contort, 
falsify, garble, misrepresent; (n, v) 
bend, buckle, turn, bias; (n) 
distortion. ANTONYM: (v) clarify 

warrant: (n, v) permit, vouch, license, 
assure, sanction, empower; (n) 
authority, authorization, security; 
(v) justify, ensure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
break; (v) debar 

warranted: (adj) legitimate, secured, 
bonded, legal, locked, mistaken, 
necessary; (v) privileged, 
sanctioned, allowed; (n) securer 

warrior: (n) fighter, combatant, 
champion, brave, gerrard, guerilla, 
centurion, irregular, insurgent, 
guerrilla, militant 

wary: (adj) cautious, vigilant, careful, 
guarded, circumspect, suspicious, 
shy, alert, chary, attentive, leery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unwary, 
careless, trusting, reckless, heedless, 
foolish, unsuspecting, thoughtless, 
oblivious, forgetful, eager 

watchfulness: (n) care, caution, 
alertness, heed, wariness, jealousy, 
attentiveness, attention, solicitude, 
concern, anxiety. ANTONYMS: (n) 
recklessness, inattentiveness 

watering: (n) tearing, sprinkle, 
lachrymation, lacrimation, wetting, 
irrigation, bodily process, body 
process, replenishment of water 
supplies, shedding tears, activity 

waters: (n) Clara Erskine Clement, 
amnionic fluid, amniotic fluid, body 
fluid, liquid body substance, Ethel 
waters, body of water, bodily fluid, 
boot 

waved: (adj) undulating, wavy, curly, 
not dated, undated 

waver: (v) vacillate, fluctuate, 
hesitate, totter, hover, wave; (n, v) 
quiver, flicker, shake, flutter, 
tremble. ANTONYMS: (v) resolve, 

continue 
wavering: (adj, v) vacillating; (n) 

fluctuation, hesitation, vacillation; 
(adj) irresolute, indecisive, 
undecided, hesitant, uncertain, 
variable, changeable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) decided, constant, resolute, 
stable, decisive; (n) resolution, 
stability 

weakened: (adj) lessened, faded, 
hurt, vitiated, damaged, cut, diluted, 
thinned, attenuated, attenuate, 
disabled 

weakness: (adj, n) failing, fault, 
debility, defect, infirmity, fragility, 
feebleness, deficiency, imperfection, 
foible; (n) flaw. ANTONYMS: (n) 
power, dislike, intensity, 
supremacy, determination, 
advantage, brightness, superiority, 
resistance, robustness, energy 

wealthy: (adj, adv) moneyed; (adj) 
flush, opulent, affluent, prosperous, 
loaded, substantial, generous, 
ample, abundant, abounding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) poor, 
impoverished, needy 

weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, 
tire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, 
fatigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, 
v) jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 
hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 
enliven, energize, activate, rally 

weekly: (n) magazine, journal, 
newspaper, periodical, academic 
journal, publication; (adv) 
hebdomadally, each week; (v) 
tertian, quotidian; (adj) hebdomadal 

weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) 
sobbing, tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration 

well-balanced: (adj) uniform, even, 
together, farsighted, trim 

well-behaved: (adj) wily, untoward, 
shrewd, sulky, perverse, oppose, 
obstinate, lovely, cunning, artful, 
crafty 

well-bred: (adj) courteous, mannerly, 
urbane, civil, genteel, gentlemanly, 
refined, nice, sophisticated, 
thoughtful, debonair 

well-dressed: (adj) handsome 
welter: (n) muddle, clutter, jumble, 

smother, mess, commotion, pickle; 
(v) roll, flounder, billow, pitch 

wheal: (n) weal, wale, harm, trauma, 
strake, hurt, blister, injury 

wheat: (n) corn, spelt, bulgur, emmer, 
hard wheat, maize, bulghur, wheat 

berry, soft wheat, food grain, Indian 
corn 

wheels: (n) vehicle, truck, car, brush, 
force 

whenever: (n) anytime, convenience; 
(adv) always, whene'er. 
ANTONYM: (adv) immediately 

wherever: (adv) anywhere, 
wheresoever, everywhere, where'er; 
(n) anyplace 

whichever: (adv) any; (adj) a few, 
one, several, some 

whip: (n, v) lash, strap, goad; (v) flog, 
flagellate, beat, punish, thrash, 
trounce, stir, wallop. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, return 

whirl: (n, v) spin, turn, eddy, roll, 
wheel, twist, swirl; (v) reel, gyrate; 
(n) go, fling 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards 

whisky: (adj, v) usquebaugh; (v) rye, 
sherry, rum, schnapps, peg, sling, 
highball, xeres; (n) liquor, coach 

whisper: (n, v) murmur, hum, 
mumble, suggestion, hint, inkling; 
(v) breathe, hiss; (n) rustle, trace, 
breath. ANTONYM: (n) information 

whispered: (adj) low, voiceless, 
unvoiced, nonvocal, weak, unheard, 
surd, supposed, sharp, thought, 
quiet 

whispering: (n) whisper, murmur, 
susurration, rustle, report, stage 
whisper; (adj, n) rustling; (adj) 
susurrant, tranquil, hoarse, 
susurrous 

whist: (adj) quiet, noiseless; (n) long 
whist, short whist, whisk, tut, tush, 
dummy whist, cards, card game; (v) 
shut up 

whole-hearted: (adj) true, warm 
whore: (n) harlot, trollop, courtesan, 

tart, strumpet, hooker, streetwalker, 
cocotte, bawd, slattern, verticil 

wicked: (adj) bad, sinful, atrocious, 
evil, vile, depraved, mischievous, 
immoral, unholy, nasty, naughty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) innocent, pure, 
pious, moral, kind, admirable, 
kindhearted, helpful, decent, 
assisting, aiding 

widening: (n) growth, extension, 
amplification, change of shape, 
dilation, increment, output, outturn, 
turnout; (adj) cultural, increasing 

widow: (n) woman, relict, widower, 
adult female, widow woman, war 
widow, nobbled line; (adj) 
widowed, additional; (v) leave 
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behind 
willow: (n) willow tree, black willow, 

arctic willow, arroyo willow, balsam 
willow, bay willow, bearberry 
willow, white willow, silver willow; 
(adj) mourning, weeds 

winchester: (n) demijohn 
winding: (n) twist, wind, turn; (adj) 

indirect, crooked, circuitous, 
meandering, twisty, wandering; 
(adj, n) twisting, twisted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) direct, unbent 

windswept: (adj) bleak, windy, 
austere, battered, blowy, bare, 
blustery, brisk, gusty, disheveled, 
deserted. ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
sheltered, airless, calm 

windy: (adj) gusty, verbose, blowy, 
flatulent, wordy, breezy, 
tempestuous, empty, airy, prolix, 
bombastic. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, straight, uncommunicative, 
unresponsive, airless, pleasant, 
direct 

wire: (n) telegram, rope, line, string, 
thread, cord, ribbon, flex, moorings; 
(v) telegraph, electrify 

wisdom: (n) judiciousness, 
knowledge, sapience, sagacity, 
sense, prudence, discernment, 
insight, learning, depth, 
reasonableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stupidity, folly, inexperience, 
ignorance, flippancy, banality 

wise: (adj) reasonable, sensible, 
sound, rational, sagacious, 
intelligent, prudent, shrewd, 
discreet; (adj, n) knowing; (n) 
method. ANTONYMS: (adj) unwise, 
stupid, ignorant, mistaken, illogical, 
reckless, naive, irrational, dense 

wishes: (n) desires, requirements, 
requests, needs, will 

wishing: (n) wish, want, velleity, 
option, need, privation, lack, 
deprivation, deficiency, choice; (adj) 
desirous 

wistfully: (adv) pensively, 
meditatively, desirously, longingly, 
yearningly, broodingly, reflectively, 
wishfully, melancholy, thoughtfully, 
nostalgically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
contentedly 

withering: (adj) devastating, 
extortionate, grinding; (v) dry, 
sarcastic, sharp, severe, satirical, 
sardonic, cutting; (n) shrinkage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hopeful 

witness: (n, v) testimony, attest, 
evidence; (n) bystander, eyewitness, 
onlooker, observer; (v) observe, 
notice, see, view. ANTONYMS: (v) 

deny, participate, refute 
wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 

common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother 
wit, right mind, judgment 

wives: (n) woman 
woke: (v) arouse 
wolf: (n) philanderer, coyote, brute, 

skirt chaser, beast; (v) gobble, gorge, 
guzzle, consume, swallow, bolt 

womanhood: (n) muliebrity, 
femininity, adulthood, maturity, 
manhood, womankind, wifehood, 
softness, social class, majority, adult 
female 

womankind: (n) womanhood, gentle 
sex, people 

wonderfully: (adv) superbly, 
astonishingly, terrifically, 
magnificently, fantastically, 
marvellously, wondrously, 
amazingly, excellently; (adj, adv) 
strangely, famously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) awfully, unpleasantly, poorly, 
abysmally, unremarkably, mildly, 
horribly, badly, incompetently 

wonted: (adj, n) habitual, ordinary, 
usual, familiar; (adj) everyday, 
general, conventional, routine; (n) 
accustomed, common, regular 

woods: (n) forest, woodland, grove, 
timber, jungle, sir Henry wood, 
vegetation, timberland, Natalie 
wood, virgin forest; (adj) wooden 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial 

wormwood: (n) absinthe, mugwort, 
bitterness, old man, Mexican tea, 
common wormwood, absinth, gall 

worn: (adj) haggard, tired, tattered, 
threadbare, ragged, drawn, jaded, 
fatigued, exhausted, faded, wasted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, smart, 
unused, unworn, pristine, original 

worried: (adj) uneasy, distressed, 
nervous, apprehensive, upset, 
anxious, disturbed, concerned, 
afraid, troubled, bothered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) carefree, 
reassured, relaxed, untroubled, 
fearless, unworried, unconcerned, 
content, confident, serene 

worries: (n) doubts, misgivings, 
qualms 

worrying: (adj) disturbing, 

disquieting, worrisome, troubling, 
troublesome, anxious, distressful, 
perturbing; (v) bothering, harassing; 
(n) harassment. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, relaxing, promising, slight 

worthiness: (n) merit, virtue, 
praiseworthiness, deservingness, 
roadworthiness, respectability, 
quotability, nobility; (adj) dignity, 
respect; (adj, n) honor. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shamefulness, 
unworthiness, immorality 

worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 
vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, 
trivial, cheap, miserable, null. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precious, useful, 
worthwhile, priceless, meaningful, 
helpful, invaluable, deserving, valid, 
worthy, substantial 

worthy: (adj) noble, good, 
meritorious, valuable, estimable, 
respectable, deserving, worthwhile, 
virtuous, honorable; (adj, n) 
celebrity. ANTONYMS: (adj) bad, 
unrespected, disreputable, 
mediocre, petty, poor, unimpressive, 
insignificant, dishonorable, 
despicable; (n) nobody 

wrapped: (prep) covered; (adj) 
clothed, draped, rapt, intent, 
absorbed, engrossed, mantled, 
packed, immersed; (adj, prep) 
cloaked 

wrath: (n) rage, resentment, ire, fury, 
displeasure, indignation, passion, 
madness, choler, irritation; (adj) 
angry. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
love, composure, serenity 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize 

wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple 

wrestling: (n) grapple, grappling, 
rassling, bout, event, clamshell, 
athletics, boxing, braving, pugilism; 
(adj) fighting 

wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak 

wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fine, strong, fortunate, 
overjoyed, nice, admirable, good, 
cheery, joyous, lucky, comfortable 

wring: (n, v) squeeze; (v) twist, 
wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 
distort, extract, twine, contort, rack 
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wrist: (n) wrist joint, radiocarpal 
joint, neaf, gliding joint, fist, 
articulatio Plana, neif; (v) paw, 
hand, finger 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted 

writings: (n) papers, Hagiographa, 
Ketubim 

wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 
offended 

wrongly: (adv) incorrectly, 
mistakenly, improperly, wrong, 
falsely, badly, unjustly, inaccurately, 
faultily, fallaciously, amissly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) suitably, 
justifiably, rightly, right, ethically, 
appropriately, justly, accurately, 
fairly, perfectly 

wrongs: (n) mala 
yachting: (n) boating, water travel; 

(adj) nautical 
yearly: (adv) annually, each year, 

every year, per annum, per year, by 
year; (adj) perennial, anniversary, 
periodic, annual tickets; (n) a year 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy 

yield: (n, v) produce, return, allow, 
give; (v) surrender, concede, submit, 
give up, grant, cede; (n) output. 
ANTONYMS: (v) persevere, 
survive, stand, withstand, repel, 
reject, prevent, withhold, acquire, 
oppose, veto 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden 
yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 

supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, 
obedient, docile; (n) submission. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hard, firm, 
inflexible, solid, rigid, obstinate, 
stiff, stubborn, unyielding, 
rebellious 

youthful: (adj) immature, fresh, 
green, juvenile, vernal, adolescent, 
childish, new, tender, sappy, 
beardless. ANTONYMS: (adj) adult, 
mature, experienced, sophisticated, 
late 

zwingli: (n) Huldreich Zwingli, 
Ulrich Zwingli 
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